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1. Name of Property 
historic name Melrose Public Library 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
t ( /Ano t for publication" street & numt}er f>l Wpsf Rmprsnn Street 

city, town f t / i vicinity 

state M a s s a c h i i s p t r s code Q 2 5 _ county Middlesex code 0 1 7 zip code 0 2 1 7 6 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 

I I private 

ly~l public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

Fx l building(s) 

I I district 

• site rt i v 

I I structure ^ ^ j , , . 

I I obiect - ..-

Numt>er of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 
Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

n Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N M 

Numt>er of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In rn i opinion, the pmpei ly S meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 

E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r sachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission 
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 
-•V r: 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5 . N a t i o n a i P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

^ e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. [ • See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 

n other, (explain:) 

^tered In the 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Function or Use Melrose Pnhlir r.ihra-ry^ Melrose. Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Edncat ion/1ibrary 
Recreation and Culture/museum 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Education/ l ibrary 
Recreation and (Julture/museum 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals; 
Classical Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions)  

foundation ^ ' ^ " " ^ 

walls 

roof 

Brick 

other. 
asphalt 
limestone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Melrose Public Library is s i tuated on the northwest corner of West Emerson 
Street and Lake Avenue near the c i v i c core of the City of Melrose. The 
Library is in a predominantly res ident ia l neighborhood that was developed from 
1845, although most of the extant structures are from the la te 19th century. 
The l i b r a r y , constructed of limestone colored b r i cks , i s a combination of the 
1904 T-shaped bui ld ing and a 1963 add i t ion . The Neoclassical s ty le of 
a rch i tec ture , which i s charac ter is t i c of many i n s t i t u t i o n a l and c i v i c 
bui ldings constructed at the turn of the century, i s represented in the design 
of the Library including i t s massing and decorative e laborat ion. 

The l o t , on which the l i b r a r y and addi t ion are located, i s f l a t and planted 
with several large oak trees and evergreen shrubs. The substantial set backs 
from the in tersect ing streets and the plant material give a fee l ing of space 
and importance to the e d i f i c e . Adjacent propert ies are commodius la te 19th-
and early 20th-century single family dv^ellings in the Queene Anne and Colonial 
Revival s ty les . Other la te 19th century sty les such as Second Empire and 
I ta l iana te are represented in substantial residences near El l Pond, which i s 
only two blocks north of the l i b r a r y . The l i b ra r y is well located two blocks 
east of a ra i l road s ta t ion and one block west of Main St reet , the pr inc ipal 
commercial and c i v i c co r r ido r . There are two churches wi th in a block of the 
l i b r a r y as w e l l . ^ 

The land on whicn the Melrose Public Library is s i tuated is approximately 
7/8th acre made up of two l o t s . The or ig ina l bui ld ing i s on the corner l o t 
and i s set back 40 feet from IJest Emerson Street and 66 feet from Lake 
Avenue. The second bui ld ing l o t vi/as acquired by the c i t y in order to bu i ld 
the 1963 add i t ion . There had been a la te 19th-century Victor ian s t ruc tu re , 
which was demolished for the construct ion of the l i b ra r y add i t ion . This l o t 
i s also the locat ion of the mul t i -car parking l o t west of the bu i ld ing . 

f x ] See continuation sheet 
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Although the addi t ion is of substant ial s ize , the o r ig ina l neoclassical 
l i b ra r y is the predominant feature, with i t s two large rectangular blocks 
forming a T-shaped plan with a pro ject ing central pav i l ion entrance on the 
main or south facade. The main block of the 1904 bui ld ing i s two stor ies over 
a f u l l basement while the rear or northern block i s one s tory , which achieves 
a s imi lar height to the main sect ion. There i s also a small one-story o f f i ce 
block b u i l t in to the northeast part of the L created by the two or ig ina l 
blocks. The 1963 one-story addi t ion wraps from the rear to the f ron t (south) 
facade on the west side of the o r ig ina l bu i l d ing . The ex te r io r bu i ld ing 
materials are br ick of limestone color and Indiana limestone t r i m . The hipped 
roofs of the two 1904 blocks are made of asphalt shingles and the f l a t roof of 
the addi t ion is of ta r and gravel . The early bu i ld ing is constructed on a 
f ie ldstone foundation while the addi t ion i s supported by a poured concrete 
foundation. 

The simple, yet subs tan t ia l , neoclassical design of the 1904 bui ld ing is 
enhanced with neoclassical ornamentation inc luding heavily accentuated dent i l 
blocks at the cornice, an unadorned entablature, the seemingly rust icated 
br ick work of the pro ject ing pav i l i on , the arcaded windows with keystones, and 
the pai red, f l u ted p i las te rs with Ionic cap i t a l s , which a r t i cu la te the former 
cen t ra l l y located entrance. Other e laborat ion that i s important to the s ty le 
and to th i s bu i ld ing is the templar pediment on the pro ject ing central 
pav i l i on , which i s accentuated with dent i l blocks and has a s c r o l l - l i k e design 
w i th in the pediment depict ing the "Lamp of Knowledge." The paired Ionic 
p i las ters f lank ing the former center entrance support a wide entablature in 
which is inscribed "PVBLIC LIBRARY." The corners of each section of the 
bu i ld ing , including the add i t i on , are a r t i cu la ted by the same indentat ion 
deta i l of the entrance pav i l ion resembling r u s t i c a t i o n . 

The in tegra t ion of the o r ig ina l 1904 bu i ld ing and the 1963 addi t ion has been 
achieved by accentuating some of the neoclassical mot i fs with a modern 
i n te rp re ta t i on . The i l l u s i o n s of rus t i ca t ion appears in the entrance section 
of the new addi t ion j u s t as i t was part of the design of the central pav i l ion 
where the o r ig ina l entrance to the l i b r a r y was. The long arcaded windows of 
the or ig ina l bu i ld ing are recal led in the new addi t ion and the pro ject ing 
unadorned limestone window surround or molding gives a sleek modern appearance 
while accentuating the form. The corners of the o r ig ina l and addi t ion 
sections of the l i b r a r y give a sense of strength and s o l i d i t y created by the 
indentations that resemble rust icated bases of supporting corner p i l as te rs . 
In the or ig ina l section of the l i b r a r y , limestone s t r ing courses are used to 
a r t i cu la te the d iv i s ion of s tor ies from the basement to the second f l oo r with 
advancing and receding planes or indentations and pro jec t ions. These are 
e f fec t i ve ways to v isua l l y describe a part of the f l oo r plan from the ex te r io r . 

(continued) 
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South Elevation 

The south elevat ion i s dominated by the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing 's two-story facade 
with pro ject ing central pav i l ion and the elaborat ion described above. The. -•: 
pav i l ion i s flanked by three arcaded windows, each having unadorned center 
keystones. The o r ig ina l double entrance doors have been replaced with a large 
double casement window. The second story is a r t i cu la ted wi th a s t r ing course 
that separates the rust icated facade of the f i r s t story from the p la in brick 
facade of the second s tory . Windows are double-hung, rectangular, and 
correspond in rhythm to the f i r s t story central pav i l ion separated by paired 
square p i l a s t e r s . The transoms of these two windows re ta in the decoratively 
placed mul l ions. 

The addi t ion projects beyond the or ig ina l bu i ld ing 's main facade, to create a 
new entrance bay wi th an eastern exposure. The south elevat ion of the 1963 
addi t ion i s comprised of two visual u n i t s ; one of three arcaded windows 
echoing those that f lank the or ig ina l bu i ld ing ' s entrance, and tv;o f u l l length 
arcaded windows that look in to the entrance h a l l . The rus t i ca t i on of the 
entrance bays echoes the rus t i ca t ion of the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing 's central 
pav i l i on . An entrance ramp extends from the double doors of the east- facing 
entrance i n the southeast corner of the 1963 add i t i on . 

East Facade 

The east e levat ion has three planes, a l l parts of the or ig ina l bu i l d ing . Each 
section is set back to form Ls when viewing the facade. The main block 
consists of f i ve arcaded windows at the f i r s t story level and f i ve rectangular 
second story windows under a den t i l cornice. 

The one-story o f f i c e block, which i s set back from the main block by only a 
few fee t , has two small rectangular windows. 

The longer rear block of the o r ig ina l bu i l d i ng , which i s set back from the 
o f f i ce block by the width of one bay, has f i ve bays. There are f i ve small 
square basement windows topped by an Indiana limestone wide s t r i ng course. 
The long arcaded windows of the o r ig ina l h igh, one-story block were divided in 
1930 when the mezzanine f l oo r was added. The resu l t i s f i ve rectangular, 
double-hung sash on the second story or mezzanine f l o o r . The d iv is ion between 
the second story sash and the arched glass is a limestone s t r i ng course which 
was part of the o r ig ina l design. 

(continued) 
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North Elevation 

The north elevat ion i s the rear of the l i b ra r y and is the locat ion of the 
handicapped access ramp that para l le l s the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing before turning 
south to enter at the corner of the 1963 add i t ion . I t is well concealed from 
v i s i b i l i t y from the publ ic way, ye t highly accessible to the parking l o t . The 
north elevat ion of the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing has one arched window, s imi lar to 
those of the east s ide, on each side of a rear service entrance. The rear 
wall facade of the 1963 addi t ion i s two d i s t i n c t sect ions, one that i s i n f i l l 
of the o r ig ina l T-shaped plan and the other that i s c lear ly new addi t ion with 
rust icated corners to resemble quoins and a modified cornice and f r i e z e . This 
separation helps to a r t i cu la te the o r ig ina l massing and gives some var iety to 
what would be an expansive br ick wall due to the absence of windows on the 
north e levat ion . 

West Elevation 

The west elevat ion i s a facade of the 1963 add i t ion . There are nine 
unadorned, evenly spaced, rectangular windows on the f i r s t f l oo r with 
corresponding basement windows. There i s a por t ion of the or ig ina l bui ld ing 
exposed above the roof l i ne of the add i t i on . There i s a basement entrance to 
the Chi ldren's Room at the north end of the west facade. Although the 
addi t ion i s characterized as a one-story add i t i on , there are three accessible 
areas (the Chi ldren's Room in the basement, the entrance l e v e l , and the main 
l i b ra r y l eve l ) which are demonstrated on the ex te r io r by indentations and 
overhangs, s l i g h t changes in the plane of the ex te r io r w a l l . 

I n te r i o r 

The classical motifs are accented in the interior of the 1904 part of the 
building. There are six arches separating what was the central hall (now 
paperback section) from side rooms (now study areas). The arches have 
keystones that are elaborated with acanthus leaves. Pilasters with Ionic 
capitals and an egg and dart motif support the arches. The doorframes leading 
from this same central hall area have projecting lintels v;ith dentil blocks 
and wide entablatures. Fluted pilasters flank the entryway. 

The original entrance led into a stair hall in which parallel stairs rise on 
either side of the hall. This stair is now accessible from the central 
hal1/paperback room and is the access to the second story museum area. There 
are curved steps at two levels meeting at a broad landing and then continuing 

(continued) 
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as double width s ta i r s to a large reception area, which i s now used to display 
a r t i f a c t s . The balustrade of the staircase i s unusual and was designed for 
the Melrose L ibrary . There are oak newel posts decorated with acanthus leaves 
and topped with a cone and bal l design. The balusters are made of handwrought 
i ron with an elaborate sc ro l l design. 

The second story reception area has two arched niches displaying statuary in 
the rear w a l l , oak settees designed for th i s l oca t ion , oak panelled doors 
leading to side rooms, and an unusual graduated sky l igh t decorated with dent i l 
molding. 

The important a r t i s t i c feature of the addi t ion i s the stained glass work of 
Wilbur H. Burnham. The arched sections in the three, south elevat ion windows 
are designed to represent the a r t s ; " A r t , " "Music," and "L i t e ra tu re . " These 
enhance the fee l ing of the b r igh t and a i ry open rooms of the l i b ra r y bu i ld ing . 

The major a l te ra t ions have occurred at times of expansion. In 1930, there was 
some remodelling to meet the needs of the community. The high one-story, rear 
block was a l tered wi th the addi t ion of a glass and steel mezzanine f l o o r . 
Second story windows had resembled those in the second s tory , central pav i l ion 
with casements and an upper f i xed sash wi th mull ions in the shape of a s tar . 
These were replaced with double hung sash. The other major a l te ra t ions 
occurred with the 1963 addi t ion when the west wall of the or ig ina l bu i ld ing 
was removed to integrate the addi t ion and the or ig ina l bu i l d i ng . At the same 
time the decorative f i rep laces in the south part of the 1904 bui ld ing were 
covered over. 

Archaeology 

The potent ia l of archaeological remains i s l im i ted due to the extensive 
construct ion of the l i b r a r y and the parking l o t . However, the proximity to 
El l Pond should be noted fo r the potent ia l of p re -h is to r i c s i t es . H is tor ic 
s i tes of i n te res t could possibly be found in the general area due to the 
locat ion of the Emerson Farm including a farmhouse and re lated bu i ld ings. 
However, the s igni f icance of archaeology to th is nomination i s minimal. 



8. Statement of Significance weirose r u p i i c i ^ i o r a r y , n e l r o s e . nassaciiuseLLs 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria pylA I I B PXIG I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) • A H H B H U c n D n E n F l I I l G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Community Planning and Development 1904 - 1V30 
Architecture 

uj^ral Affiliation 

Significant Person - " Architect/Builder * ', 
^ L ^ Penn Varnpy 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Melrose Public Library, located within a block of Main Street, is 
important for its association with the development of the City of Melrose and 
for its representation of a neoclassical civic building, a popular building 
form at the turn of the century. The Melrose Public Library was constructed 
in 1904 and rapidly increased its collections and its rate of circulation, 
until 1930, when additional space was needed. A major addition was also 
constructed in 1963. The Melrose Public Library retains integrity of 
location, design, setting, material, feeling, workmanship, and association and 
is significant for Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local level. 

The first settlement within present city boundaries occurred as early as 1650 
when Melrose was part of tialden, an adjacent city. Despite this early 
settlement date, there was only sparse activity until the early 1800s. The 
primary transportation and development route was on a north-south axis along 
what continues to be Main Street. The town was incorporated in 1850. In the 
early 1800s, the agricultural economy was supplemented by shoemaking, which 
became the only significant industry for Melrose with the 1883-1884 
construction of the Boston Rubber Shoe Company. With the arrival of the 
railroad, in 1845, came a wave of suburban residential development. In the 
late 1800s, the expansion of the streetcar routes along Main Street and the 
continued development of the railroad with two passenger spots in Melrose led 
to continued suburban residential development. By 1899, when Melrose became a 
city, i t was a substantial northern residential suburb of Boston. Melrose 
continues to be a suburban city north of metropolitan Boston. 

Following the incorporation as a town in 1850, Melrose grew rapidly from a 
population of nearly 4,000 by 1875 to over 14,000 by 1905. With the exception 
of the Boston Rubber Shoe Company, Melrose saw l i t t l e industry and the 
commercial and civic center continued to be on Main Street. 

. - fxl See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References Melrose P u b l i c L i b r a r y , Melrose , Massachusetts 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data:  
[ x l State historic preservation office  
I I Other State agency  
I I Federal agency  
[ x l Local government  
I I University  
• other  
Specify repository:  

M e l r o s e P u b l i c L i b r a r y 

MHC Inven to ry o f H i s t o r i c Assets #85 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 
Quad- Boston North 

UTM References 
A I l i 9 l I 3 l 3 i 0 | 0 i 3 i 0 | 

Zone Easting 

c 

less than one acre 

Scale- 1:25000 

41 7 101 2 I 6 | 2 | 0 B 
Northing 

J L 

Zone 

D 

Easting 
J L 

Northing 

I I I I I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Q See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries are based on the le g a l l y recorded boundary lines that are 

Lots 8 & 9 on Assessor's Map #C-9, City of Melrose. The boundaries 

include two l o t s , one owned by the City (then Town) since 1869 and 

one acquired by the City for the 1963 addition of to the Library. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Betsy F r i e d b e r g , NR Director/MHC w i t h Gretchen G. Schuler /Melrose H i s t o r i c a l 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number » " Boy l s ton S t ree t 

. date February, 1988 Commission 

city or town Boston 
. telephone _  
. state MA 

617-727-8470 

zip code 02116 
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The Melrose Public Library was founded in 1S71, at which time i t was located 
in the Waverly Building, a mid-19th-century commercial structure that 
subsequently was converted to residential use. When the Town Hall, now known 
as City Hall was constructed in 1874 the library occupied space in that 
building. However, by 1895, the library had outgrown the Town Hall space and 
v;as forced to move to the Romanesque Revival, Young Men's Christian 
Association on Main Street. The crowded conditions in the rented space at the 
YMCA and the rapidly growing population of Melrose at the turn of the century 
combined to signify the need for more adequate faci l i t i e s . The thirst for 
knowledge and a corollary faith in literature fostered the need for proper 
library facilities in Melrose. In addition, Melrose citizens' interest in 
art, music, local history, and genealogy were to be expressed in the library 
design including separate areas to foster these educational and cultural 
activities and interests. 

The mayor, supported by other local officials decided to construct a library 
building. The construction of a library f a c i l i t y was a common occurrence in 
New England cities at the turn of the century and due to the large expense at 
a time when other municipal costs were increasing due to the dramatic growth, 
many of the less wealthy communities were assisted by Andrew Carnegie, well 
known philanthropist and "Patron Saint of Libraries." Melrose was no 
exception and through the appeal of the Mayor to Carnegie, the city was given 
$25,000 or B0% or the total cost of construction. 

The land on which the library is located was originally part of the William 
Emerson Farm. Typical of the sparsely settled agricultural community of the 
early 1800s, the Emerson Farm covered a sizeable area of land near the center 
of what was soon to become Melrose, formerly part of the Town of Maiden. The 
Emerson Farm from Main Street on the east to the present day Vinton Street of 
the west and from Ell Pond on the north to Winthrop and Vine on the south. 
The 1805 farmhouse was located on what is now the corner of Main and West 
Emerson Streets, until Ca.l950 when i t was demolished. Following the opening 
of the Boston & Maine Railroad in 1845, the farm land was subdivided and sold 
for residential development. The lot on which the library was eventually to 
be built was sold to David L. and John G. Webster. In 1869 the parcel was 
purchased by the Town of Melrose and a three story wood high school building 
was constructed on this corner lot of West Emerson Street and Lake Avenue. 
This f i r s t high school v/as built closer to the core of the civic and 
commercial center on Main Street. Tnus the land on which the library was to 
be built was owned by the city and vacant for development. 

(continued) 
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The design and construct ion of the 1904 l i b r a r y was the resu l t of a 
competit ion for which the Trustees selected Penn Varney of Lynn, 
Massachusetts, as a rch i t ec t . Varney's design was selected from a f i e l d of 
sixteen appl icants. The general contractor was a local resident of Melrose, 
George M. Tuf ts . Although Varny was a local a rch i tec t there are no records of 
other known Varney bui ld ings in Melrose. 

Most c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ld ings in Melrose were constructed in 
c lass ical revival s t y les ; however, Varney's design fo r the l i b r a r y made i t one 
of the only non-resident ial bui ld ings expressing neoclassical mo t i f s . I t was 
one of only a few bui ld ings constructed of l i g h t colored brick as v ;e l l . 

The continued population growth and the continued in te res t i n co l l ec t i ng a r t 
and local h is tory a r t i f a c t s led to the need fo r addi t ional space. In 1930, 
the f l oo r space w i th in the 1904 bu i ld ing was expanded by adding a mezzanine 
f l o o r in the rear high one-story block. 

The most recent expansion was the 1963 add i t i on , the design and construct ion 
of which v/as also the work of local arch i tects and cont ractors . Valtz & 
Kimberly of Melrose were the arch i tec ts and Louis Grande & Sons, Inc. of 
Everett was the general contractor . The new design paid careful a t tent ion to 
h i s t o r i c bui ld ing by accentuating neoclassical arch i tec tura l de ta i l in a 
modern idiom. Of i n te res t i s the stained glass in the v/indows of the south 
e levat ion . They were designed and created by Wilbur H. Burnham Sr. and -
Wil l iam H, Burnham J r . whose studio was in nearby Wakefield, Massachusetts. 
Burnham J r . l i ved in Melrose un t i l the la te 1960s when he moved to Boxford. 
The Burnhams are known fo r the i r stained glass windows in the National 
Cathedral in Washington, D .C . Other works of the Burnhams i n Melrose are 
found in the T r i n i t y Episcopal Church. 

Of par t i cu la r i n te res t and importance to the evolut ion of the l i b ra r y as a 
small local a r t museum is one of the great benefactors of the Melrose Public ' 
L ib rary , Fel ix Gendrot (1866-1955). He supported the l i b ra r y in the early 
1900s, v/as responsible f o r the development of i t s Ar t Department, and 
bequested a port ion of his estate to the Melrose Public L ib ra ry . Gendrot 
l i ved in Melrose from 1880-1885 pr io r to returning to France with his family 
to study a r t . When he returned to Massachusetts at the turn of the century, 
he taught at the Massachusetts School of Ar t where he met his future wife and 
Melrose res ident , Almira Blake Fenno. Gendrot inher i ted a substant ial port ion 
of his v/ i fe 's estate in 1924 and from th i s became a benefactor of the 
l i b ra ry . Several of his paint ings hang in the l i b r a r y as well as many other 
paintings and a r t i f a c t s donated by Gendrot during his l i f e t ime. I t i s 
in te res t ing to note that he was an ins t ruc to r of Wil l iam H. Burnham who would 
l a t e r design and create the stained glass windows in the 1953 l i b r a r y • 
add i t i on . This pro ject was funded by the Gendrot bequest. 

. . . . ' i t . ' 

(continued) ' • ' ' 
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The Melrose Public Library is s i gn i f i can t fo r Cr i te r ion A for i t s 
representation of an important aspect of community l i f e in Melrose. The 
rapid ly growing res ident ia l community desired a substant ial l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y 
that would also foster the strong local i n te res t in a r t , music, and local 
h i s to ry . I t i s also s i gn i f i can t for Cr i te r ion C for i t s expression of a 
d i s t i nc t i ve s ty le and period of construct ion pa r t i cu la r l y in c i v i c bui ldings 
of out ly ing suburban communities. Although the substant ial 1963 addi t ion was 
constructed a f te r the period of s ign i f i cance, i t is important to weigh" i t s 
cont r ibut ion to re ta in ing an important s t ructure for the City of Melrose and 
for ensuring and enhancing the continued and intended use of th is s ign i f i can t 
s t ruc ture . The present l ib rary , including the 1904 construct ion and the 1963 
add i t ion , reta ins i n t e g r i t y of design, l oca t i on , s e t t i n g , workmanship, 
associat ion, mater ia ls , and f ee l i ng . 
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g J Melrose Publ ic L i b r a r y 

S e c t i o n n u m b e r P a g e M e l r o s e , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Contennial Committee of the Melrose Public L ib rary , One Hundred Years of the 
r^lrose Public L ib rary , published by Centennial Committee, Melrose MA, 
TTJTT: 

Goss, Elbridge H., The History of Melrose, City of Melrose, 1902. 

Kemp, Edwin C , Mel rose, Massachusetts 1900-1950, F i f t i e t h Anniversary 
Committee, Melrose, MA 1950. 

Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission, "MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report; 
Melrose", Boston, MA 1981. 
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Melrose Public Library 
S e c t i o n n u m b e r P a g a 1 M e l r o s e , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Verbal Boundary Descript ion 

The boundary descr ipt ion i s taken from the property deeds and is in two parts 
re la t i ng to the two parcels that make up the 39,564 square foot area on which 
the l i b ra r y is constructed. 

The deed fo r the o r ig ina l property was recorded at the Middlesex County 
Registry of Deeds on October 10, 1868, under Book No. 1054, Page 141. The 
legal descr ipt ion of the premises thereunder reads as fo l lows: 

Beginning at the Southeasterly corner of the premises at the corner of 
Emerson Street and Lake Avenue; thence running North 75° West and 
bounding on said Emerson Street one hundred and ninety two (192) feet to a 
stake; thence North 15° East and bounding on land of said Grantors one 
hundred and f i f t y one and one ha l f (151 1/2) feet to a stake; thence South 
75° east by land of said Grantors two hundred and e ight (208) feet to 
the Westerly l i ne of Lake Avenue; thence Southerly by said Lake Avenue one 
hundred and f i f t y two feet and four inches (152 feet 4 i n . ) to the point 
of beginning. 

The deed fo r the adjoining premises needed fo r the 1963 Addit ion was recorded 
on January 2, 1962, under Book No. 9963, Page 169. The legal descr ipt ion of 
these premises, which were taken through Eminent Domain by the City of 
Melrose, reads as fo l lows; 

Beginning at a point on the norther ly l i ne of West Emerson Street , said 
poir j t being one hundred ninety-two (192) feet westerly from the westerly 
l i ne of Lake Avenue; thence westerly along said norther ly l i ne of West 
Emerson Street seventy-one and f i f t e e n one hundredth (71.15) feet to the 
div ing l i ne between Lot 3 and Lot 4 ; thence northwesterly along said 
d iv id ing l i ne and hundred e ight and t h i r t y - e i g h t one hundredths (108.38) 
feet to an angle; thence norther ly along a d iv id ing l i ne between said Lots 
3 and 4 th i r teen and n ine ty - f i ve one hundredths (13.95) feet to an angle; 
thence easter ly along a d iv id ing l i ne between said Lots 3 and 4 
tv/enty-f ive and e ighty- four one hundredths (25.84) feet to an angle; 
thence northeasterly along a d iv id ing l i ne between said l o t s 3 and 4 
fo r ty -n ine and e ighty-e ight one hundredths (49.88) feet to land of City of 
Melrose; thence southerly along said land of City of Melrose one hundred 
f i f t y - o n e and f i f t y one hundredths (151.50) feet to a point of beginning 
and containing nine thousand one hundred eighty-nine (9,189) square feet 
more or less . 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Melrose Public L i b r a r y 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

D resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. ^ 1^-^  
Fed. Reg. Date: j ^ / i ' / ^ l Fed. Reg. Date: f ^ / i j ^ l y / 
Date Due: <./u^3/tJ^^ 7>Cfi^ 

Tn+«re<l m _^CEPT <^-c;i -5'h 

Batlonal Reslatec 

Federal Agency: 

RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

• appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

,',1 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this projDerty been determined eligible? n yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

m i ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

C ] altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

O summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection ct ,.. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completene^" |^ |^ 

clarity 
CZ] applicable criteria ; • . ' 
n justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
• context 
n relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ] justification of exception 
• other 

%4 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References - — 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title . - date 

13. Other 

im Maps 
n Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may /» continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 6 - 4 5 0 
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May 16, 1988 

Carol Shull 

National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul1: 

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Boston, Ozias Goodwin House; 7 Jackson Avenue 

Melrose, Melrose Public Library; 63 West Emerson Street 

Northampton, Fort Hill Historic District; 124, 130, 134, 135, 144, 
and 148 South Street 

Peabody, George Peabody House; 205 Washington Street 

Sheffield, Sheffield Plain Historic District; roughly 1/2-mile of 
U.S. Route 7, south from Cook Road intersection 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure MAY 2 4 !988 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


