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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Sperry Chalet buildings, of stone masonry construction, are perched on the edge 
of a glacier-carved cirque in Glacier National Park at an elevation of 6,500 feet 
in sub-alpine setting. The chalet is accessible only by trail, 6.5 miles east of 
Lake McDonald and provides an alpine appearance.

The dormitory (Bldg. No. 796), is the larger, 94'x34 f , of two buildings. It is two 
stories with a gabled roof and front and rear eave gables. Rolled asphalt roofing 
covers wood shingles on rough-sawn roof decking. The roof eaves are supported on 
pole brackets, which rest on corbelled wall stones. The corners of the random ashlar 
building are quoined.

The twenty-three room dormitory is divided into two sections, each with a first floor 
entrance off a narrow, more recent deck along the west side. Original balconies were 
removed over the years, the last in 1956, due to deterioration from heavy snowfalls. 
Inside, there has been no modernization, the partitions are cedar wainscoting and 
puncheons. Floors are wide tongue-in-groove planking. The south end of the building 
has been re-floored and rebraced.

The detached kitchen/dining room structure (Bldg. No. 797), is 25'x58' and is 
constructed in a simpler style, but has the typical rustic character. The building 
(Bldg. No. 797) has a gabled roof built in 1961 with trusses, replacing an original 
roof in which "pole trusses" supported purlins. At the east there is one doorway 
and at the west there are several doorways which open onto a deck similar to the 
dormitory deck. There are two small rooms at the south end. The kitchen is partially 
separated from the dining room area by a partition. The windows are 4 over 4, 
casement sash with segmentally arched openings.

Included in the Sperry Chalet Historic District is the talus slope from which the 
stone was quarried for the building, located directly behind the chalets and 
extending south. There is also a recently built comfort station and a small, single 
room, log patrol cabin.

It is expected that the Sperry Chalet will continue to function as an overnight 
concession activity within the park. Cyclic maintenance of the structures will 
continue to be performed, as well as possible restoration of the original balconies, 
which will respect the historical integrity of the complex.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed for the Great Northern Railway as part of the system of grand hotels and 
picturesque chalets in Glacier National Park soon after it was established in 1910, 
Sperry Chalet represents one of the unique surviving visitor facilities. Perched 
high in the mountains and accessible only by trail, it provides the visitor a 
wilderness destination point with rustic comforts.

The Chalet was completed in 1913, all work being accomplished in the few summer 
months of each year. The stone was taken from the nearby talus slopes and the timber 
from the forest below. All other material and supplies had to be packed in by stock 
over the mountain trails. The Great Northern Railway brought in Italian stone masons 
to perform the initial stone work of the structures, which, like Granite Park Chalet 
was built under the supervision of E. G-. Evensta.

The Chalet was used in conjunction with the Glacier Park Saddle Horse Company, at one 
time the largest outfitter of its kind in the world with over 1,000 horses. Visitors 
would leave the comfort of the Going-to-the-Sun Chalet and travel by horse to the 
Gunsight Lake Tent Camp. They continued^ over Gunsight and Lincoln Passes to the 
Sperry Chalet. Although this route is no longer used by the Horse Company, saddle 
parties still come to Sperry from the Lake McDonald Lodge by horse. However, the 
greatest number of travelers are hikers.

Since 1913, the Chalet has provided baafteDuntry travelers a traditional service by 
providing hearty meals and rustic mountain atmosphere. The complex, a living-working 
museum of the early park era, was turned over to the Glacier Park Hotel Company in 
1915, and was donated to National Park Service in March 1954. It is currently operated 
on a seasonal basis by Belton Chalets, Incorporated.
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The district is south of Sperry Glacier, adjacent to Glacier Basin north of 
Lincoln Peak, and east of Lake McDonald Lodge with access from Gunsight Pass 
Trail.

(Above information superseded by Addendum to Item 10.)
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Building #797, the kitchen/dining room, was built in 1913 at the same time 
as the dormitory, Building #796, and together the two structures are known 
as the Sperry Chalets.

The patrol cabin was built in the 1950*s as a tack room for trail crews. 
The frame structure has since been converted into temporary housing for 
trail crews. It has no historic value.

'George' C. Mackenzie 
Historian (Landmark Specialist)
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When the nomination for the Sperry Chalets was completed by park officals 
at Glacier National Park the term "chalet" was meant to express the original 
complex built in 1913 - the dormitory and kitchen/dining room.

/ Georgd/C. Mackenzie 
J Historian (Landmark Specialist)
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Originally the nomination for the Sperry Chalets was given 30 acres 
because the Glacier Wilderness Proposal had allowed that many acres 
for the enclave. It has been decided that only the two 1913 built 
structures, Buildings #796 and #797, should be represented in the 
nomination. The new area, comprising only the two chalets, is less 
than one (1) acre, and its new UTM reference is as follows:

Zone 12, Easting 294 670, Northing 5387 130

The other structures included in the original nomination, the patrol 
cabin and comfort station, have been excluded, since they have no 
historic value.

(7George^C. MackenzieHistorian (Landmark Specialist)
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