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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes)
Date of Construction: ca 1908
Architect /Buiilder:
Historical Significance:

The residence at 1511 West Chestnut Avenue is associated with Yakima's second period of development from 1900 to 1918.
Milroy's Plat was platted October 12, 1889, and orchards and farms developed in this rural area of Yakima. A satellite
community developed in this western section of Yakima following the population boom in the first decade of the 1900'a
and the extension of streetcar lines by the Yakima Valley Transportation Company. This area catered to a diverse group
of new arrivals seeking opportunities in an expanding city and to established families building modern residences in the
suburbs. This residence is significant as one of the eclectic designs ©of the early 20th century, developed by
architects for middle/upper income families in business and professions. The Watt House is an excellent example of the
"American Foursquare" and Colonial Revival with Craftsman influences typical of the larger two-story residences built in
eclectic styvles in Yakima for affluent families. The square plan, hipped roof with gabled dormer, flared eaves with
elongated scroll brackets, full-width porch with carved rafters, and "Tuscan" columns reflect elements of the two
styles. Columns are carried into interior detailing in the entry. A carriage house at the rear of the property has
been converted into living quarters. This residence is also significant for its association with lumberman William M.
Watt.
Additional Descripton of Physical Appearance & Significant Architectural Features:

(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issues specifically)

The Watt/Brush Residence at 1511 West Chestnut is a two story, wood framed, residence exhibiting "American Foursquare”
influences with additional "Craftsman® details. The building has a single hipped roof with flared eaves and gabled
dormers. The roof has wide eaves supported by elongated scroll brackets. It employs narrow bevel siding with 1/1
double-hung windows with simple trim. The lower front windows have single panes with transom unit above of leaded glass
in a diamond pattern. Other lower floor windows have the leaded diamond pattern as the upper sash of the double-hung
windows. The front porch has a low pitched (flat) overhead of carved rafters with a central roofed section. An upper
ballustrade has been removed as evidenced by engaged joists at building wall. The front porch is supported by unfluted
"Tuscan" columns resting on a foundation of porous (lava) polygonal stone masonry. The building has experienced few
alterations since its construction; most notable is the removal of the ballustrade over the main entry. The building
retains the identity of the original design with most of the essential details intact. At the rear of the property a
carriage house has been remodeled and is currently used as an apartment.
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Statement of Significance (continued}):

Watt came to the Yakima valley in 1892 and purchased a ranch. About 1896 he moved into North Yakima and became manager
of Pioneer Lumber and Coal Company. Physician Dr. Frederick H. Brush purchased the residence in 1919 and moved his
family and- his practice into the home. In 1953, J.B. and Mary Monahan purchased the property, finished the attic and
basement, and modernized the kitchen. At some point in time the ballustrade over the main entry was removed. The
Patrick Cockrill's are the current owner's of this well-maintained residence.

Total number of contributing properties: 1 (house)
noncontributing properties: 1 (remodelled carriage house)



