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Description; As originally .but ft, the First National Bank was a four^story brick and 
stone building with a Mansard roof and cast iron front. The fourth story was original Iy 
enclosed within the Mansard roof and featured a vertical window bay extension with an 
octagonal metal cupola. The bottom floor, which has been altered with the addition of 
new materials, consisted of a central panel of three larger windows> flanked on either 
sIde by door bays. The data111ng, i.e., Iron mu11 ions, iron grI 11work, transums, 
pilasters, etc., were of the same patterns and style as stllI extant on the second and 
third stories (photo enclosed). No attempt was made to rebuild the upper floor;after 
the fire in 1875. The Iron pinnacles were left intact and an iron pediment was placed 
on the cornice where the fourth floor window bays had been.

The present facade of the old bank continues to display its elaborate cast Irdn 
storefront. The front facade is basically divided into three vertical panels, each 
separated by pilasters* The second and third stories are identical In their 
fenestratlon and detailing, The central panels consist of three talI, double-hang 
sash windows separated by deep, pi faster-like mullions decorated with tonic capitals. 
The side panels have single windows with similar mull ions. Plain horizontal bands 
at the floor levels are accented with intricate classical ribbons of egg and dart, 
dentils and undulating waves. When first buiIt, intricat© iron arched griI Is were 
located at the tops of the window bays, perhaps to serve as sun screens. This : 
gingerbread has been removed, but the Iron feneework across the porch and bottom of 
the third story remain, The cornice, complete with pinnacles and arched pediment, 
I likewise are Intact, A! I of the ironwork is painted white and is very striking-;ln 
its effect*

While the ground floor has been adapted in use as a fheatre, the two upper floors are 
essential Iy intact in both plan and fabric. The fancy wdodejri stalrwaiys/ doors, 
wainscoting and mouldings are nearly alI preserved, as are the original glass-paneled 
partitions in the old Masonic Library, and the heayi I y classical pMster cornices and 
centerpieces. The second level and part of the third level are being used for off ices 
but the main assembly room on the third floor Is^vacant.; i

Although altered somewhat, the First National Bank building Is stl11 replete wrth 
unusual detailing, is visugUy tnter^sttng, and ttas great educational value and 
restoration potential.
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Significance: The First National Bank Building is significant architecturally by virtue 
of having the oldest known cast iron storefront in the Intel-mountain West, Its designer, 
Richard M. Upjohn (I802-I878) of New York, was one of America's most distinguished I9th 
Century architects, a pioneer and leader tn the Early Gothic Revival, Romanesque Revival 
and Stick styles of American architecture. The old bank building is one of only two 
relatively intact commercial buildings erected in Salt Lake City before Brigham Young's 
death in 1877. Home of the first chartered bank in Utah, the upper floor of the bank 
was also one of the earliest meet IngpI aces for the Masonic lodges in Salt Lake City. 
The popular building also housed the Wells, Fargo Company, Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, Masonic Library the official territorial library, various law offices and, 
from the mld-1880's, the offices of Simon Bamberger, later Governor of Utah.

History: Utah's first national bank, the Miner's National Bank of Salt Lake City, was 
chartered March'3, 1836, and was succeeded by the FirstNational Bank of Utah, developed 
from the partnership of Warren Hussey and Charles Dahler. Hussey was a gold broker and 
land agent in Colorado in the early I860's. Dahler was the Denver agent of Ben Holladay's 
Overland Stage Route. .When Holladay sold out to Wells, Fargo Company.,in 1866, Hussey 
and Dahler associated in'banking enterprises in Central City and Denver, Colorado, 
Virginia City, Nevada, Helena, Montana, and Salt Lake City. Hussey managed the Salt Lake 
City office and quickly developed his institution into Utah's most Important financial 
houses, with branches in Corinne and Ogden. Imaginative and energetic, Hussey expanded 
the bank in anticipation of the railroads arrival in 1869. He bought out the Miner's 
National Bank and, on August 17, 1869, received a charter for the First National Bank 
of Utah. The bank was designated the official U.S. Depository and became immensely 
profitable, returning dividends totaling 100$ of the capital paid in 1871-72. As president 
of the bank and its sole owner, Hussey commissioned architect Thomas J. Johnson to 
design a four story brick, stone, and cast Iron bank as a permanent investment. The 
iron front was designed by Richard M. Upjohn of New York who, in 1870, also designed 
St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral in Salt Lake City. Built concurrently with the bank's 
greatest years of success, 1871-72, the expensive structure may have contributed to the 
bank's demise in 1873. The estimate of construction, $80,000, was far exceeded by the 
actual cost, $140,000. In addition, liberal loaning policies coupled with, -& slump in 
mining and business activity related to the Panic of 1873, proved too much for "Hussey's 

-""bank.",. The bank was unable to meet heavy withdrawals and suspended payment in September, 
1873. The bank was Involuntarily liquidated in December, 1874; the official reason for 
the failure: "incompetent management." Hussey was forced to leave Utah in 1874, one
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year before a fire burned the roof and upper story of the bank (November 17, 1875). 
Hussey continued banking in Colorado and Montana, Idaho, Washington, and New York 
(1880-83). He was "Utah's first banker of consequence."

At the time of the fire in 1875, the bank's first floor was occupied by the Deseret 
National Bank. This bank evolved from Hooper, Eldredge and Company, the first financial 
house in Territorial Utah, later to become the Bank of Deseret with Brigham Young as 
president. The bank obtained a charter in 1872, became the Deseret National Bank and 
apparently moved into the building after the demise of the First National Bank. At 
about this time Walker Brothers became owners of the structure. More famous as a 
mercantile firm, Walker Brothers had carried on an unofficial banking business since 
1859. They acqufred the bank building as an investment and did not do business in 
it themselves.

It is clear that many pioneer companies vied for office space in the prestigious 4-story 
structure. Among the early patrons were the Stock Exchange, Flagstaff Mining Company, 
Huge and Jonasen attorneys, Patrick Brothers, Mr. Ball receiver of the First National 
Bank, C.M. Carter attorney, Wells, Fargo Company, Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, 
offices of Supreme Court Justice Sutherland and his associates.

After the fire of 1875 the bank was immediately repaired but no attempt was made to 
rebuild the upper story. Instead, a new, flat roof was built over the third floor and 
a new pediment or parapet wall was built across the front facade. The renovated bank 
then became the new home of the Masonic lodges of Salt Lake City, the upper floor being 
dedicated for Masonic purposes November 14, 1876. The Masons had previously met with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.) in a rented room in Trowbridge's 
Building. After leasing the two upper floors of the bank, the Masons prepared the 
second floor for use as a Masonic Library which was dedicated September I, 1877. The 
Masons used the building until March 19, I896.

In the mid-1880's, Simon Bamberger obtained the building for his offices, Bamberger 
was a German Jew who came to the United States in 1859 and ultimately settled in 
Salt Lake City where he began a prosperous business career. He invested in hotels, 
mining interests and railroads and became very wealthy. Bamberger served on the Utah 
State Senate and was eventually elected Governor of Utah. The Bamberger family continues 
to maintain part ownership of the site through Clarence Bamberger and the Bamberger 
Investment and Exploration Company. The Utah 3 Theatre uses the ground floor of the 
buiI ding at present.

The architectural significance of the old First National Bank derives from its having 
the oldest known and most intact iron storefront in the region. Iron storefronts 
were very rare in early Utah, even after the coming of the railroad in I869. The famous 
Z.C.M.I. storefront, designed by William H, Folsom and Obed Taylor, was built after 1875 
and is the only other iron front in Salt Lake City. It is not known whether the bank
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storefront was made locally but records indicate that Richard M. Upjohn of New York 
designed the front. Upjohn, who was a leader in American architecture since the I840's, 
was nearing the end of his career in I87I. His design for the bank may have been one 
of his last significant works. Project architect Thomas J. Johnson may also have been 
imported from out-of-state. He is only listed in business directories of 1872 and was not 
shown to have had a local residence. The I872 building records indicate Johnson 
designed three very large homes in Salt Lake City during the year.

At the time of its construction, the First National Bank was considered to be the 
finest building in the territory. The Resources of Utah, 1872 records;

"It has a frontage of 33 feet and runs back 108 feet, is four stories high, with 
a Mansard roof. The basement and first story are built of stone and the upper ones 
of brick, and it has a handsome iron front. When completed it will be the handsomest 
building in the City. Its cost will be $80,000."

Newspaper descriptions at the time of the fire were no less complimentary. The Salt 
Lake Tribune, November 17, 1875, headlined: "Finest building in the city in ashes, 
$200,000 lost." The paper reported that the bank cost $140,000 and was "considered 
the handsomest and most costly bank building on the Pacific Coast." It was noted 
that the walls and ornamental ironwork were not damaged.

In short, the First National Bank is replete with significant historical associations 
and represents an almost unique architectural development in pioneer Utah.
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