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FORM NO. 

Town iDswich 00^ 

Address 142 A r e i l l a Road 

Historic Name Smith House; 

Love l l House 

Use: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca, 1725 
Visual analysis;  

Source "Something to Preserve", p. 57 

Style Late F i r s t Period/Transitional 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clanboard 

Outbuildings Cottage with i n t a c t 19th c. 
bam attached; chicken coon/shed (iSth c. 

Major Alterations (with dates) wines added 
to rear, early 20th century (?) 

Condition Good 

Moved rjo Dat€ n/a 

Ac r e 2 c s 6 acres 

Setting Rural setting on road that leads 

to Castle H i l l 

7A REF E.REKCE _ 
Z E N 

19 / 352-880 / 4725-630 

Ipsvich 

Recorded by Nora Pat Small 

Orcanizaticn Boston Universitv 

1:25,000 A w M s t 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Smith House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship i n i t s r e t e n t i o n of t r a n s i t i o n a l features c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
cf l a t e F i r s t Period houses, making i t e l i g i b l e f o r National Register 
i n c l u s i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. I t s r u r a l l o c a t i o n and l a r g e l y 
unaltered i n t e r i o r give i t i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g and f e e l i n g . The 
presence of both chamfered and boxed framing members reveal the 
patterns of t r a n s i t i o n from F i r s t t o Second Period b u i l d i n g s t y l e s 
and thus may y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important to s o c i a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r y under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EKTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Smith House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y i n t e g r a l lean-to house w i t h a 
c e n t r a l chim.ney p l a n and a symmetrical 5-bay f r o n t facade. Tne 
c e n t r a l f r o n t door i s embellished w i t h a small one s t o r y gabled Greek 
Revival p o r t i c o . E a r l y 20th century wings p r o j e c t from, the l e f t and 
rear of the house. 

KAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The combination of chamfered and boxed s t r u c t u r a l elements i n the 
f i r s t f l o o r rooms i n d i c a t e s the t r a n s i t i o n a l nature of t h i s house. 
The f i r s t f l o o r l e f t hand room has a l o n g i t u d i n a l sum.mer beam w i t h 
beveled chamfer and very small lamb's tongue stops. The f r o n t p l a t e 
and chim.ney g i r t are bc:-:ed w i t h q u i r k beading, while the corner posts 
and end g i r t are exposed. The p l a s t e r c e i l i n g and Second Period 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l p a n e l i n g are Second Period f e a t u r e s ; 
f i r e n l a c e i s a t r a n s i t i o n a l element. 

;ne 57" wide 

The r i g h t hand f i r s t f l o o r room also has a l o n g i t u d i n a l sumimer beam 
w i t h beveled chamfer and small lamb's tongue stops. A l l other 
framing mem.bers are boxed. The f i r e p l a c e i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n the 
l e f t room. The l e a n - t o room has a chamfered rear p l a t e w i t h sim.ple 
stops t o e i t h e r s i d e of the studs. One shouldered post (NW corner) 
i s o a r t i a l l y exposed. The ̂ arge cooking f i r e p l a c e o r i g i n a l l y had 2 
rear ovens, but'one has been removed. The plas-:er c e i l i n g covers a 
but the lower faces of the 5 c e i l i n g beams, which seem to be 
u n f i n i s h e d . 

he fram.ing members c f the second f l o o r room.s are e n t i r e l y boxed 
'or orudelv shouldered corner posts i n the l e f t chamber). exceoi :ne i e r 

v.'ith evidence t h a t thev were never f i n i s h e d cr eiiposeo. 
com.bination of boxed elem.ents on the secona l i o c r v.-itn 
exposed beams on the f i r s t f l o o r may be a t y p i c a l p a t t e r n i n 
t r a n s i t i o n a l houses. 

nam.rsrea ana 
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The a t t i c reveals a 5 bay p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r oak roof w i t h b u t t cog 
p u r l i n s and ridge pole. Both gables r e t a i n p o s s i b l y 18th century 
p l a s t e r between the studs, as i s evinced by the rosehead n a i l s i n the 
v e r t i c a l l a t h e . 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

Both f i r s t f l o o r f i r e p l a c e w a l l s e x h i b i t simple Second Period raised 
f i e l d paneling The Second Period c e n t r a l stairway has p l a i n square 
newel posts and turned b a l u s t e r s set i n t o the s t r i n g e r . 

REFERENCES 

Something to Preserve, Ipswich H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

•2-
Staple to Inventory form at bott 
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