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ARCHITECTURAL DE SCR I PT I ON 

The Garrison House, built circa 1861, is located one-half mile south of 
Highway 48 on an unpaved road. This one-story structure which rests on 
wooden blocks, consists of two rooms divided by a central brick chimney 
with an original one-story shed section attached to the rear facade. Both 
the main block and the rear shed are of braced frame construction, clad in 
horizontal weatherboards. One of the most striking elements of this house 
is its expansive gable roof, which extends over the rear addition at a 
slightly lower pitch creating a saltbox effect. A shed roofed porch 
across the front facade gives the roof, when viewed from the side, an 
almost symmetrical appearance. Although this view is dramatic, emphasis 
is placed on the front facade which is framed by corner boards. Each room 
or pen contains, on the front facade, a door flanked by six-over-six double 
hung windows. The fenestration on the remaining facades is somewhat less 
pronounced and symmetrical. Also striking is the central chimney on which 
is written the date 1861. The stack is noticably longer than it is wide, which 
is unusual for a saddlebag chimney where the two fireboxes are most commonly 
back to back. This chimney has fireboxes which are side by side accounting 
for the unusual proportions of the stack. Associated with this house are 
several outbuildings. Of particular note is a sixteen foot square hewn log 
structure, with half dove tail notching at the corners. This structure is 
covered by a gable roof running north-south. Two foot overhangs extend over 
the gable ends which are filled with vertical boards. The chinking between · 
the ten inch logs on the north and south facades is covered with horizontal 
strips while the east and west facades are covered with vertical board siding, 
The only opening in this structure is a small entry in the east side of the 
north facade. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Garrison House, located in northeast Dallas County is significant to the 
county's architectural history. Built in 1861, the house, is the only surviving 
structure of braced frame construction and the only surviving structure built 
in the 1860's. Also of great importance is the plan or form of this house, 
which consists of a saddlebag main block with an original rear shed addition. 
Although the saddlebag house is not the most common of traditional house types 
in the state, it does appear with some frequency in some areas. The Garrison 
House, however, is the only documented house of this form in Dallas County. Of 
particular note is the central chimney which instead of having its two fireboxes , . 
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back to back, in the traditional manner, has them side-by-side. The 
addition of a rear shed to a house would be considered part of the normal 
evolution of a house. As an original section, it is unusual. 

Associated with this house is a large well crafted log outbuilding which may 
be a contemporary structure. 

Acreage: 1 
Quadrangle Name: Bunn Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 
UTM Reference: 15 549360/3771730 
Verbal Boundary Description: 

The nominated property, located within the SW~ of the SW~ of section 19, T7S R13W, 
is one acre centered on the house. 
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