Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries ——complete applicable sections)
|1. NAME
Isaac Davis Trail
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Acton Trail

2. LGCATI ON

Congr essi onal
STREET ANC NUMBER:

Hayward Street, Musket Drive, M nuteman

CITY ORTOW;

Road,

STATE:

Massachusetts
COUNTY-
Middlesex

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

m 11 szz

DATE

ni Htrlnt:

btrawberryHili Road, Barrett's Mill Road, Barnes Hill
Act on, Concord
COUNTY:
M assachusetts D25 Middl esex 017
5 CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(*Check One; TO THE PUBLIC
a District - Building S Public Public Acquisition; [XI Occupied Yes;
. Site -  Structure . Private I 1 In Process i 1 Unoccupied H Restrictedi n
+  Object . Both [ 1Being Considered | IPreservation vwork [ 1 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check OneorMore as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural I 1 Government . Pork Trgna”portotion i 1Comments
[~1 Commercial [ 1 Industrial [71 Private S”esidence OthefOMpec/fyJd
I 1| Educational . Military . Religiour AYATA >6 .
072
1 i Entertainment j~] Museum \ 1 Scientijfrt'
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Town of Acton, Tovmof Concord
STREET ANDNUMBER: u)
Town Hall
CITY ORTOWN: STATE:
Acton, Concord M assachusetts (125
5. LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OFDEEDS.ETC:
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER: M
Canbri dge and Third Streets (()[))
CITY ORTOWN: STATE )(E)
Cambridge Massachusetts 025
\6. REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets of the Comonweal th
DATE OFSURVEY:1 9 7 O +  Federal Q Stote - County . Locol
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET ANDNUMBER:
Office of the Secretary, State House
CITY ORTOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston

Massachusetts

025

WbHodbury Lane and Main Streefc

Road.

part

()

N



[7.

OESCRIPTION

(Check One)
I | Excellent H Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
g] Altered . Unaltered n  Moved (3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The historic ama of thelsaac Davis Trail consists of roadways owned
by t he Tomns of Acton and Concord and of two easenents over private property
owned by t he Town of Acton. Even though nuch of theroute i sover tarred
roads, thesix-mle Trail gives theinmpression of remaining just as i t was
on April 19, 1775, when Captain Davis |ed theActon Conpnay from his hone
to theMster Field i nConcord. The Trail gives this inpression because
the roads arelined by stone walls, woods and flora, and houseware set well
back.

The Trail from Captain Davis' House i nActon nmoves i na northeasterly
direction one and one-quarter mles along Hayward Street, Misket Drive,

M nut eman Road, Wbodbury Lane and Main Street. | t then turns and noves nore
easterly, one and one-half mles over thecart path and town easement t o
StravAierry Hill Road. Here i tturns again and noves i na southerly direc-
tion for one and three-quartersmles along Strawberry Hill Road t o Barrett
Mill Road, where i truns nore easterly for three-quartersof amle into
Concord t o Lowell Road. | tthen crosses Lowell Road and continues east/south-m
east for three-quartersof amle along Barnes Hill Road, crossing Liberty rn
Street totheMster Field at theNorth Bridge.
70
n
H
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian I . 16th Century E  18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECI FI C DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) A pril 19, 1775
AREAS OF SGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol 1 1 Education e:" . Political I I Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi. Q  Other (Specify)
Historic I 1 Industry losophy hol i day observance
I | Agriculture I | Invention | 1 Science
[ I Architecture | | Landscape [ 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [ | Social/Human-
[ I Commerce I | Literature itarian
[ 1 Communications IXI Military n  Theater
[ 1 Conservation Music [yl Tronsportotion
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The |saac Davis Trail i simportant both hisjtorically and symbolically
It i stheroute theActon Gonpany took onApril 19, 1775, fromCaptain
I saac Davis' House (still standing) totheMister Field near the Concord Rjver

Here t hemen.fromt he "Ei ghteen, Towns" net t onmake t he forward nove acrosi
the O dNorth BrilSge which began t he Anerican Revolution. Wen flames r @

from Concord Village, it was |Isaac Davis whogave t he fanmous answer t o My,
Hosmer's question. Hosmer asked, "W Il youl etthetown burn?" Davis
replied, 'l have not amanwhoi safraid togo." And heproved it by

leading t heActon Conpany at t hehead of theline marching t othe Bridge

and being "the first tofall" of Longfellow s "M dnight Ride of Paul Reyejre
The exact path of thehistoric march was nmapped i n 1896 byt he son

a veteran of the"Concord Fight'," whose father had taken hi mover the sane

route. Today thousands gather at Davis' House each year ont henorning

of Patriot's Day. Leaving at thetime Davis started, they trudge the six

mles totheMster Field tore-enact t hedeeds of t he Acton Conpany.

And Acton remnds theworld with each re-enactnment that onthat fanous da"

her nenwere "Not afraid to go."















Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES CO“'_“ I
Middlesex
PROPERTY FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Z 1 NAME

DA | saac Davis Trail
ANDOR HISTORIC Acton Trail

2. LOCATION
STREET AAD NM BER:Hayv*ard Strcet, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Wpod~fy/Lane,
u Main Street, Strawberry Hill Road, Barrett's Mill Road, Ba*"i*"Hill, Road
:) CITY OR TOWN:
OF. Acton, Concord "1
H- STATE: CODE  COUNTY: O T-/n- /-CCMNDE
& Massachusetts 025  Middlesex ~AGlo nT
;3 Jpp ceFERENe €
USGS Concord Maynar d
uJ SCALE: 1. 24, 000

1958 1965
4. REQU REMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE w.’<q!t.{->=t9=3rg

AR11 192
Dat e Entered
Nane Location
north Easton "ilroad Station Horth Eaetoa
Bristol Ccunt]j
Pilgria Eall Pl ysout h
M yuouth Gounty
Itecky el || H setiaghause and Asesbary
Par sonage Z30X Caunty
Q| eans

French Gibltt Staticn Bazzi stobl o Gounty

. . Aot on* Concor d
| saac Davie Trail M ddl eseat County

Al'so Notified

Hon, Edward M. Kaimsdy Stat« Liaiaon Officer

Hav rriwgrd V7. 1Sco>a Hon. Joiia F. X, Davorea

Hon, liirjsUf'it H. Bcckler Sscretary of the CauEjodrfaaXth
Hon. Hastings Keith Chairntan, r”™acsachusctts iiia-iorical
Bon. Kicb"jl J. ifarrishgtoa Catgaiuoioa

Hon, Bobert F. Drinan Offica of tha “ecrfetary

) ) State li>uf.'S
Director, Northeast Region Boston, Haesachueetts 02133



