
Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

( T y p e all entries — complete applicable sections) 

| 1 . NAME 

S T A T E : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y -

M i d d l e s e x 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

m 11 szz 
Isaac Davis T r a i l 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Acton T r a i l 

2. LOCATION Congressional niHtrlnt: 

STREET ANC NUMBER: 

Hayward Street, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Streefc 

btrawberryHili Road, Barrett's M i l l Road, Barnes H i l l CITY OR TOWN; 

Acton, Concord 

Road. 

Massachusetts D25 

C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 017 

5 CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(•Check O n e ; 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

a D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • St ruc tu re 

• Object 

S Public 

• P r i va te 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

[ 1 Be ing Cons ide red 

[XI Occup ied 

i I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on v»ork 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s ; 

H R e s t r i c t e d i n 

[ ] Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

p a r t 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[~1 Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

1 i En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

[ 1 Indus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

j ~ ] Museum 

/ I 
• Pork 

[71 P r i v a t e S^esidence 

• R e l i g i o u r ^ ' ^ ' ^ X 

\ I Sc ien t i j f r t ' 

Trqna^portot ion 

OthefO^^pec/fyJ 

0 i072 

i 1 Comments 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Town of Acton, Tovm of Concord 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Town H a l l 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Acton, Concord 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts (125 

5. LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cambridge and Third Streets 

U) 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 

M < 
(D • 
0) 
(D 
X 

\6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

^1 T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 0 • Fede ra l Q Stote • Coun ty • Locol 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

O f f i c e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y , S t a t e House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 



[7. OESCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t H Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

g ] A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ( 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The h i s t o r i c â ma of the Isaac Davis T r a i l consists of roadways owned 
by the Towns of Acton and Concord and of two easements over private property 
owned by the Town of Acton. Even though much of the route i s over tarred 
roads, the six-mile T r a i l gives the impression of remaining j u s t as i t was 
on A p r i l 19, 1775, when Captain Davis led the Acton Compnay from his home 
to the Muster Field i n Concord. The T r a i l gives t h i s impression because 
the roads are lined by stone walls, woods and f l o r a , and houseware set well 
back. 

The T r a i l from Captain Davis' House i n Acton moves i n a northeasterly 
d i r e c t i o n one and one-quarter miles along Hayward Street, Musket Drive, 
Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Street. I t then turns and moves more 
easterly, one and one-half miles over the cart path and town easement to 
StravAierry H i l l Road. Here i t turns again and moves i n a southerly direc­
t i o n for one and three-quarters miles along Strawberry H i l l Road to Barrett 
M i l l Road, where i t runs more easterly for three-quarters of a mile into 
Concord to Lowell Road. I t then crosses Lowell Road and continues east/south-m 
east for three-quarters of a mile along Barnes H i l l Road, crossing Liberty rn 
Street to the Muster Field at the North Bridge. 
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I^.' SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

U 

z 

tu 
UJ 

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

E 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECI Fl C DATEIS) (I f Applicable and Known) A p r i l 1 9 , 1 7 7 5 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[ I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

[ I Commerce 

[ 1 Commun ica t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 Educa t i on • : " 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I 1 Indus t r y 

I I I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

IXl M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Science 

[ 1 Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

n Thea te r 

[y1 T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify) 

holiday observance 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Isaac Davis T r a i l i s important both h i s j t o r i c a l l y and symbolically 
I t i s the route the Acton Company took on A p r i l 19, 1775, from Captain 
Isaac Davis' House ( s t i l l standing) to the Muster Field near the Concord 
Here the men.from the "Eighteen,Towns" met to make the forward move acrosi 
the Old North BrilSge which began the American Revolution. When flames ro 
from Concord Village, i t was Isaac Davis who gave the famous answer to Ma; 
Hosmer's question. Hosmer asked, " W i l l you l e t the town burn?" Davis 
replied, " I have not a man who i s af r a i d to go." And he proved i t by 
leading the Acton Company at the head of the l i n e marching to the Bridge 
and being "the f i r s t to f a l l " of Longfellow's "Midnight Ride of Paul 

The exact path of the h i s t o r i c march was mapped i n 1896 by the son 
a veteran of the "Concord Fight',' whose father had taken him over the same 
route. Today thousands gather at Davis' House each year on the morning 
of Patriot's Day. Leaving at the time Davis started, they trudge the six 
miles to the Muster Field to re-enact the deeds of the Acton Company. 
And Acton reminds the world with each re-enactment that on that famous da" 
her men were "Not a f r a i d to go." 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

M i d d l e s e x 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

COMMON: Isaac Davis T r a i l 
AND/OR HISTORIC; Acton T r a i l 

2. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUM BER:Hayv^ard S t r c e t , Musket D r i v e , Minuteman Road, W p o d ^ f y / L a n e , 

Main S t r e e t , S t rawberry H i l l Road, B a r r e t t ' s M i l l Road, Ba^^^ i^^Hi l l , Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Acton , Concord ' 1 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O D E COUNTY: 0^T-/n-

Middlesex ^'^G/o 
/-CC^IDE S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
COUNTY: 0^T-/n-

Middlesex ^'^G/o ^ 7 
( , 3. mp «eFERENce 

SOURCE: 

U.S.G.S. Concord Maynard 

SCALE:1.24,000 

1958 1965 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 
3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER  

STATE vr.̂<i!t.{-»=7tS)=yrg 

APR 1 1 1972 
Date Entered 

Name Location 

\ 
in 
\ 'a* 

north Easton ^ilroad Station 

Pilgria Eall 

Itecky e l l l Hisetiaghause and 
Parsonage 

French Cabltt Staticn 

Isaac Davie Trail 

Horth Eaetoa 
Bristol Ccuntj 

Plysouth 
Plyuouth County 

Asesbary 
ZsuQX Caunty 

Orleans 
Bazzistoblo County 

Aoton* Concord 
Middleseat County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kaimsdy 
Hon* rrtwejrd V7. ISroo>:a 
Hon, liirjsUf'it H. Bcckler 
Hon. Hastings Keith 
Bon. Kicb^ j l J . î arrls^gtoa 
Hon, Bobert F . Drinan 

Director, Northeast Region 

Stat« Liaiaon Officer 
Hon. Joiia F . X, Davorea 
Sscretary of the CauEjocirfaaXth 
Chairntan, r^acsachusctts iiia-iorical 

Catgaiuoioa 
Offica of tha ^ecrfetary 
State Ii>uf.'S 
Boston, Haesachueetts 02133 

? r 


