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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O d Post Office i slocated on Crescent Street i nBrockton's comrercial and

civic center. The slightly nmore than one acre of property is bordered by Maple
Street totheeast and commercial and civic structures tothesouth and west. The
original 1898 rectangular portion of thebuilding i slh stories high, 7 bays wide,
and 4 bays deep constructed of brick with granite trim A full Corinthian entabla-
ture encircles the building. The slate tiled hip roof carries a balustrade decorated
by alternating sections of turned balusters and nolded panels. Tlie granite faced
baserment leVel i spartially exposed. Eight projecting brick courses arrangedto
resenble rustification define thefirst story. A granite stringcourse linksthe
lintels of thefirst story windows and doors. Fenestration i s6/6. First story

wi ndows have jack arched lintels and wide granite sills. Second story w ndows are
jack arched and areset inside blind segmental arches. The building i s dominated by
a central cupola i nfour stages. The first stage i sa square, slate tiled base with
an oculus on thenorth facade and south elevation and a nol ded entablature. The
second stage i ssquare with an um ornamenting each corner. Each of thefour sides
contain an arched 6/6 wi ndow framed by flat pilasters and headed by a triangular
pedi ment. At t he base of each window i sa small balustrade. The third stagei s
octagonal with an arched |ouvered opening on each side, al |l topped by anol ded
entablature.  The cupola i scrowned by an octagonal done with finials at each corner
and a finial at thepeak. .-

The symmetrical facade faces north toward Crescent Street. The five center bays
project out slightly fromthecore of the building. The two corners of this projec-
tion arequoined. The three center bays have full round arches with fanlights and
keystones. Iron railings lead tothecentral bay entrance. The two bays flanking

it arewindows with sidelights. A rectangular panel with a garland motif i nrelief
stands between t hefirst and second story wi ndows on both theeastern and western
recessed end bays. The attic has three gable dormers on center line with the three
center bays. Each has an arched wi ndow with keystone and i sframed by nol ded pilasters.

The east and west elevations arefour bays deep, with a slight recess at thesouthern
end bays on each side. The corner of this recess i squoined on both elevations.

Three rectangular panels with a swag motif i nrelief identical tothose on the facade
stand between t hefirst and second story wi ndows on both elevations. There i sa single
gabled attic dormer on line with thecenter bay.

The 1932 addition extends from therear (south) elevation. |t was designed by James
A Wtnore and i striple thesize of theoriginal building. 1t conforms withthe
style of theoriginal and was constructed i ntwo sections. The one story section
attached totheoriginal structure contains an open hall which was used for sorting
mail. A loading dock i sconnected tothe west elevation. The east elevation has a
series of large round arched wi ndows with keystone nodel ed after those on theoriginal
building facade. The elevation copies theoriginal with its granite bands and
stringcourse connecting the window lintels. A balustrade encircles theroof. The
rear section of theaddition i sa three story structure with a loading dock ont he
rear (south) elevation. The ground slopes down totherear of thebuilding formng a
third usable floor at therear basenent level. A balustrade ornaments the roof.
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The building has been altered very little. Renovationwork i scurrentlyi n
progress toupdate the building for use as a City Hall Annex. [|twill be
linked totheCity Hall by a pedestrian mall. The exterior of the building
will not be altered except for theenclosure of theloading dock areas to create
additional office space. Fences and dense planting will conceal air conditioning

equi pment on thefirst story of theeast, west and south elevations. Mich of the
property tothesouth and west of the building was previously occupied by maintenance
and storage structures. All but one small office building tothe west have been
razed. The bulk of thesite i sheing studied for future use as a Brockton Area
Transit bus terminal.
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The O d Post Office i ssignificant as Brockton's finest exanple of Georgian Revival
style architecture. It isalso significant for having served as themajor postal
facility i nthecity for 75 years. The O d Post Office has becone a |ocal [andmark.

The architect, James Knox Taylor, also designed theO d Post Office buildingi n
Fitchburg's Mnument Park Historic District, a current National Register nomnation.

The building i scurrently being renovated forreuse as a City Hall Annex. It is
situated at thesouth end of V. F W Parkway, a street that will be discontinued
and rebuilt as a pedestrian mall. At thenorthern termnus of themall will be

City Hall, a property now listed i ntheNational Register.
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