


[DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XoRIGINAL SITE 

_ G 0 0 D —RUINS X A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old Post Office i s located on Crescent Street i n Brockton's commercial and 
ci v i c center. The s l i g h t l y more than one acre of property i s bordered by Maple 
Street to the east and commercial and c i v i c structures to the south and west. The 
o r i g i n a l 1898 rectangular portion of the building i s I h stories high, 7 bays wide, 
and 4 bays deep constructed of bric k w i t h granite t r i m . A f u l l Corinthian entabla­
ture encircles the building. The slate t i l e d hip roof carries a balustrade decorated 
by alternating sections of turned balusters and molded panels. Tlie granite faced 
basement leVel i s p a r t i a l l y exposed. Eight projecting brick courses arranged to 
resemble r u s t i f i c a t i o n define the f i r s t story. A granite stringcourse links the 
l i n t e l s of the f i r s t story windows and doors. Fenestration i s 6/6. F i r s t story 
windows have jack arched l i n t e l s and wide granite s i l l s . Second story windows are 
jack arched and are set inside b l i n d segmental arches. The building is dominated by 
a central cupola i n four stages. The f i r s t stage i s a square, slate t i l e d base with 
an oculus on the north facade and south elevation and a molded entablature. The 
second stage is square with an um ornamenting each corner. Each of the four sides 
contain an arched 6/6 window framed by f l a t pilasters and headed by a triangular 
pediment. At the base of each window i s a small balustrade. The t h i r d stage i s 
octagonal with an arched louvered opening on each side, a l l topped by a molded 
entablature. The cupola i s crowned by an octagonal dome with f i n i a l s at each corner 
and a f i n i a l at the peak. . - . 

The symmetrical facade faces north toward Crescent Street. The f i v e center bays 
project out s l i g h t l y from the core of the building. The two corners of this projec­
t i o n are quoined. The three center bays have f u l l round arches with fanlights and 
keystones. Iron r a i l i n g s lead to the central bay entrance. The two bays flanking 
i t are windows with s i d e l i g h t s . A rectangular panel with a garland motif i n r e l i e f 
stands between the f i r s t and second story windows on both the eastern and western 
recessed end bays. The a t t i c has three gable dormers on center l i n e with the three 
center bays. Each has an arched window with keystone and i s framed by molded pilasters. 

The east and west elevations are four bays deep, with a s l i g h t recess at the southern 
end bays on each side. The corner of th i s recess i s quoined on both elevations. 
Three rectangular panels with a swag motif i n r e l i e f i d e n t i c a l to those on the facade 
stand between the f i r s t and second story windows on both elevations. There i s a single 
gabled a t t i c dormer on l i n e with the center bay. 

The 1932 addition extends from the rear (south) elevation. I t was designed by James 
A. Wetmore and i s t r i p l e the size of the o r i g i n a l building. I t conforms with the 
style of the o r i g i n a l and was constructed i n two sections. The one story section 
attached to the o r i g i n a l structure contains an open h a l l which was used for sorting 
mail. A loading dock i s connected to the west elevation. The east elevation has a 
series of large round arched windows with keystone modeled aft e r those on the o r i g i n a l 
building facade. The elevation copies the o r i g i n a l with i t s granite bands and 
stringcourse connecting the window l i n t e l s . A balustrade encircles the roof. The 
rear section of the addition i s a three story structure with a loading dock on the 
rear (south) elevation. The ground slopes down to the rear of the building forming a 
t h i r d usable f l o o r at the rear basement l e v e l . A balustrade ornaments the roof. 
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The building has been altered very l i t t l e . Renovation work i s currently i n 
progress to update the building for use as a City Hall Annex. I t w i l l be 
linked to the City Hall by a pedestrian mall. The exterior of the building 
w i l l not be altered except for the enclosure of the loading dock areas to create 
additional o f f i c e space. Fences and dense planting w i l l conceal a i r conditioning 
equipment on the f i r s t story of the east, west and south elevations. Much of the 
property to the south and west of the building was previously occupied by maintenance 
and storage structures. A l l but one small o f f i c e building to the west have been 
razed. The bulk of the s i t e i s being studied for future use as a Brockton Area 
Transit bus terminal. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Post Office i s s i g n i f i c a n t as Brockton's f i n e s t example of Georgian Revival 
style architecture. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for having served as the major postal 
f a c i l i t y i n the c i t y for 75 years. The Old Post Office has become a local landmark. 

The architect, James Knox Taylor, also designed the Old Post Office building i n 
Fitchburg's Monument Park Historic D i s t r i c t , a current National Register nomination. 

The building i s currently being renovated for reuse as a City Hall Annex. I t i s 
situated at the south end of V.F.W. Parkway, a street that w i l l be discontinued 
and r e b u i l t as a pedestrian mall. At the northern terminus of the mall w i l l be 
City H a l l , a property now l i s t e d i n the National Register. 
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