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1. Namft nf Pmpprfy
historic name Commonwealth Avenue HD
other names/site number.

2. Lnnatinn

Street & number  Commonwealth Ave., north side from Stanley St. to beyond Robinson St n/a not for publication
city or town_ North Attleborough nfa vicinity
state Massachu.sfitts code MA  county Bristol code QQ5_  .zip code 02763

3. Stafe/Ferifiral At*~nr.y Certifip.atinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Efnomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ly'meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide cMocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

T Date '
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Sfirvine Certifiratinn
I, heraify certify that this property is: Date of Action
TSjrentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Commonwealth Ave. HD
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
JL private _ building(s)
_ public-local JL district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Dia

6. Funntinn nr 1Jsfi

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC/single dwelling
INDIJSTRY/manufar.turing
GOVERNMFNT/post office
COMMERCE/specialty store

7. Dfisnriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

FAR! Y RFPUBLIC: Federal
MID 19" CENTURY firRsk RRuvival

LATE VICTORIAN Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Bristol, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
i2 2 .building
sites
. structures
objects
J2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
DOIVIESTIC/single, multiple dwellings
INDUSTRY/manufacturing

COMMFRCF/specialty .store

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof _

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Description

Located on aflat plain approximately 150 feet above sea level and lessthan a quarter mile
north of the Ten IVlile River, Commonwealth Avenue, approximately a mile and athird in length,
extends east-west from Mount Hope Street on the west across 1:%6 to North Main Street (MA Route
152) in North Attleborough. Approximately halfway between the street's two termini, the
Commonwealth Avenue Historic District is a linear district approximately three-eighths of amile
long on the north side of a broad, tree-lined, double-lane thoroughfare. The generally large-scde
housssthat linethe street are st well back from the street and surrounded by ample lawns, while the
jewelry-manufacturing plant a the district's east end is st close to the lot line on the street edge.

INVENTORY

The inventory includes all buildings and other resources, both contributing and non-
contributing, located within thedistrict.

Unless otherwise noted in individual entries, all residentia properties are wood-frame
construction with brick foundations and asphalt-covered flank-gable roofs, and all garages are single
story-high wood-frame construction with asphalt covered end-gableroofs.

COMMONWEALTH AVENUE

140 V .H. Blackinton Factory (1869 € seq.): A 2/2-story wood-frame building with a 15
bay-faQade rectangular-plan main block with a center entrance st within an end-gable-
roof porch and two low, 1-gtory, flat-roof additions, one rectangular in plan and
extending eest along Commonwealth Avenue and one L-shgpe in plan and extending
north from the north wall thence east, forming a small courtyard & rear. A small belfry
is centered on the gable roof. Walls are covered with asbestos shingles on top of
original clapboard. Virgil H. Blackinton began the production of jet jewelry herein
1857 in an old schoolhouse. During the Civil War he manufactured military insignia
and book clagps. After the building burned in 1869, he built the 2/2-story core of this
complex on the same site. Blackinton continued to manufacture herethroughout the 19"
century and into the early 1980s when the company moved to an industrial park, where
it remains in businesstoday. Since Blackinton's departure, the complex hes

(continued)
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172

s a variety of multiple commercid and industrial uses, beginning in 1984 with a
convenience dore, a kung-fujudo schoal, a tanning and exerdse sdon, and an
engraving company. Blackington lived neaby in a house a& 180 Commonwedth
Avenuge, replaced by the Sample House in the 1920s

Cumberland Fams (ca. 1980): A single tory brick-and-concrete-block building, corner
plate-glass digplay windows, and aflat roof skirted by aplagtic "shingl€" mansard roof.
S well back from the gtreet on amacadam parking terrace with two gasoline pumps in
front, thisisatypicad late- 20* century franchise corvenience sore. (NC)

Robinson House (ca 1830): An impressive and unusud Late Federd/Grek Revivad

house with extendgve dlsto the south and southwest of the main block. Locd tradition

maintains that the house was built in 1806 by Colond Obed Robinson, founding
manufacturer of the nation's first button works, located just south of this house and no
longer extant. Itsform srongly recdls two relatively nearby and well-known Federd
housssin Rhode Idand: John Holden Greeneés Sulllivan Dorr House (1809), 109 Benefit
Stredt, Providence, and RussHl Warren's Bosworth-Wardwell House (1815), 515 Hope
Stredt, Bristol, both of which featured a 5bey facade ontheir lower stories with a 3-bay
top gory. If the date is a5 ealy as 1806, the house must have bemn extensively
remodded sometime between 1820 and 1840. The drong integration of decorative
dementspilaster grips, cornice-with the overal form, however, favors a later date
over the extensveremodding theory. At aw rae this house desarves further

investigation and research. It was converted to use as amortuary in 1963.

House (ca 1800): A vinyl-sided 21/2-qary, 5-bay-fabade, center-chimney house with
center entrance st within a 1-gory early 20"-century pedimented porch and picture
windows flanking the front door; 1-gtory wings extend to the eest and west. In theearly
part of the 19" century, this was a Sagecoach gop that dso housad apogt office. In the
late 19" century the Freaman Co. owned the property, probably for resdence by its
workers. By the mid-1920s it was the home of the Reverend Ebor Eldon Craig, pastor
of the nearby Centrd Congregationd Church, and his wife, Audie B. Craig. By the
early 19505 it hed bean divided into & leedt five gpatments

Josgph and Edna Sample House (ca. 1924): A shingled 21/2-dary, 3-bay-feBade, Dutch
Colonid house with stucco foundation, tripartite windows flanking a center entrance
with sddights st within apedimented 1-gtory, Tuscan-column porch whaose roof

(continued)
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intersects with the lowest dope of theflared 2-story gambrd roof, and paired windows
on the ssoond gory. Thiswes first the home of ajeweer and his wife.

Robinson-Smmons House (ca. 1825, 1881-82): A south-facing 2v2-gory, 5-bay-
faBade house st on a low sone foundation with a projecting center tower cgpped by
soire and daborate lightening rod, prominent strut work brackets a the cornice, and a
large addition to the northeest. A full-width turned-spindle porch once dretched
acrossthe falade. 1t dandswell back from the dreet aop a low terrace defined with
granite coping walls a sidewak's edge. Richard Robinson, a manufecturer of glass
buttons and dder brother and business partner of Willard Robinson, built this house
ad lived here until his degth inthe 1850s Francis Robinson then lived here, and
Robert F. Smmons, manufacturing jeweler purchesed the property from his edate in
March 1881. In January 1882, The Attleboro Chronicle reported that "A.R. Chace of
North Attleboro hes remodded the Robinson etate house for RF. Simmons..."
Smmons moved his rolled-plate-chain factory from the Fdlsto the Freeman building
on nearby Robinson Strest in 1875 (q.v.); he lived here until the late 1890s It
remained a single-family house occupied by professonds well into the 20™ century.
Remodding smple, rectangular-plan 1S*- and early 19"-century houses was not
unusud inthe lae 19* century { Cf390 Mount Hope Street). An early 20* century
garageis located a the reer.

Samud D. Mason House (1881 -82): ER. Wheder (Providence), builder. A finead
little-altered 2/2-gory, T-plan, cross-gable-roof Modern Gothic house with paired
windows, handsome and daborate strut work front porch, 1-gory semi-octagond-
plan bay windowswith end-gable roofs carried on brackets on each of the end-gable
walls, daborate bracketed cornices and pierced-work bargeboards, and a prominent
guare-plan center tower with hip roof and daborate lightening rod. A mid-20*-
century garage dands @ rear. Mason was a patner in Mason, Draper & Co.,,
manufacturers of rolled-stock-plate jewelry from 1870 until the early 1890s when
the business dissolved, and he formed Mason Jewery Co. From the mid-1920s until
the early 1950s this was the home of plumber Henry J. Pontbriand and his wife,
Pauline. This is atextbook example of Modern Gothic of the late 1870s and early
1880s.

(continued)
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Edwin L. Evans House (ca. 1890 Frank E. Field, architect): A 21/2-gary irregularly
mased Quean Anne house with high hip roof, semi-dliptica-plan corner entrance
porch, and semi-octagona projecting pavilion cgpped by a squat needle spire on the
southwest comer. A mid-20*-century garage dands & rear.  Edwin L. Evans a
manufacturer of gilt buttons, lived herewith hisfamily. Jewery manufacturer Alfred
L. Lindroth and hiswife, Hdlen, lived here from the mid-1920s until the early 1950s
he was the owner of A.L. Lindroth, located a 82 EIm Street while he lived here, but
located in the 1950sand 1960sa 35 Robinson Street (M.v.).

Frank M. Sturdv House (ca 1885): A compectly messad T-plan 2/2-gory aross
gable-roof Quean Anne house with latticework-and-tumed-post porch that extends
from within the massing of the house a the front entrance and wrgps around the
exterior beyond the mass of the house on the eedt Sde, staggered-butt shingles on the
flaring second story, and a second-gtory porch above the entrance st within around-
arch opening. Son of John F. Sturdy (see 110 Towne Street), Frank M. Sturdy (1857-
1909) worked for the family jewelry-manufacturing company, JF. Sturdy's Sons.
This house is identical to one built for Josgph G. Birch, a Providence purveyor of
men's furnishings, a 49 Princeton Avenue in the ElImwood section of Providence.
Sturdy acquired his lot in November 1884, four months before Birch acquired his
Providence lot in March 1885. The design sourcefor both remains unknown.

ROBINSON STREET

3B FeamanSurdy Factory (ca 1858 et s5.): A wood-frame, 2 1/2-gory, 13-bay-facade mill

with mansard roof and off-center projecting dair tower is the frontispiece of arambling
industrid complex, built principaly of wood. An ateched 1-gory brick powerhouse is
located a the southwest comer of the complex. It gopearsto date largdly from the sscond
half of the 19* century: the mansard-roof section dong Robinson Street, the ell extending
wegt on the mansard-roof section's north sde, and the powerhouse were al in place by
1895, Additions directly west and south of the mansard-roof section datefrom the first half
of the 20* century. This building housed jewelry manufacturing for more than a hundred
years Its first occupant wes a firm established by brothers Benjamin S and Josgph J.
Freemen in 1847 as Freemian & Br°. The company moved tothisplant in 1858, and changed
its nameto Freaman & C° two yearslater. Following Josgph Freeman's degth in 1879, the
company became B.S. Freamian & C'; B.S. Freeman, J, ataed the firm in 1882, The
company, which specidized in the manufacture of rolled plate goods, principally chains and

(continued)
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bracelets, remained in operation here until 1913; after that, Freeman merged his operations with
W.F. Barden and H.E Hull, and Freeman, Barden and Hull manufactured jewelry here from the
mid-1910s to the early 1920s. From 1924 through 1955, JF. Sturdy's Sons manufactured
jewelry here; the company was the successor to JF. Sturdy & C', founded in the late 1840s,
which introduced the manufacture of rolled gold plated stock and jewelry into the town of
Attleborough. A.L. Lindroth continued that use of the plant from 1956 through 1962; Lindroth
himself lived around the corner a 212 Commonweath Avenue {q:V.) from the 1920s until the
early 1950s. Since 1963, the building has housed a variety of mixed industrial uses; inthat year
American Mesh Wire C'. B & J Jewelry C°, and Standard Atomizer C° were located here.
Portions of the building are vacant today.

STANLEY STREET

15 Frank M. Sturdy Barn and Carriage House (ca. 1885): A 2/2-story end-gable-roof
building with staggered-butt shingles on the upper part of the V story and inthe attic
gable ends. While fenestration has been reworked and additions constructed on the
east and north—respectively with shed and end-gable roofs—the building still reads
as the outbuilding for the Surdy House at 234 Commonwealth Avenue (q.v.).

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded in the district, it is possible that stes are
present. Seven Stes have been recorded in the generd aea (within one mile). Environmental
characteristics of the district represent severa locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native American sites.  The district includes atlat
plain containing well-drained soils formed in glacial till. The entire district is located within 1,000
feet of the Ten Mile River and Ten Mile River Pond. The confluence of the Ten Mile and Bungay
Rivers lies approximately one mile southeast of the district. The Ten Mile River forms part of the
Narragansett Bay drainage eventualy reaching the estuarine zone lo the south in Seekonk,
Massachusetts. Downstream from the district, the Ten Mile River drainage is adocumented locus of
Native American settlement along the Ten Mile, Bungay, and Seven Mile Rivers. At least 34 sSites
are known in the short distance between Attleborough Falls and Attleborough Center within one to
two miles southeast of the district. Given the above information, the size of the district (12.5 acres),
and the availability of open land inthe district, amoderate potential exists for the recovery of ancient
Native American resources.

(continued)
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A high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologicd resources in the Commonwedth Avenue
Higtoric District. Higtoric settlement inthe district locde begen in the early 18¢ century; however,
documented settlement in the digtrict did not occur until cal800 when the house & 172

Commonweelth Avenue was built. The digtrict remained sparsdy settled through the first third of

the 19* century with only four housssin the areg, three of which were in the digtrict a 161, 172, ad
188 Commonwedth Avenue. Each of these housss is extant in the digtrict today. Structura

evidence of two later 19* century houses, demoalished for late 20* century development, may exist in
the district, including the M. B. Macreth House a the eest comer of Robinson and Commonwedth
Avenue, and the J. J. Freaman House between Freaman Streat and James Swarzey Road. Structura

evidence of bams and outbuildings may ds0 exist with archaeologicd dtes and extant buildings.

Structura evidence may dso exist from the 19 century schoolhouse used by Vergil H. Blackinton

& ajewdry factory from 1867 until it burned in 1869. Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd

rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survive with exigting buildingsand archaeologica

dtes, expecidly for earlier 19 century buildings.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

xC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Biblingraphir.al Refprenrps

Bristol. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Industry
Social History

Period of Significance
Ca 1800-195."

Significant Dates
_N/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
F R Wheeler (Providence Rh

Frank E. Field

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8. Significance

The Commonwealth Avenue Historic District, North Attleborough, Massachusetts, meets
criteria A and C on the local level for its associations with residential and industrial development in
North Attleborough inthe late industrial period and for its well-preserved examples of late 19"- and
early 20"-century residential and industrial architecture. The district achieves significance in the
aress of industry, socid history, community planning and development, and architecture. Under
criterion A and in the area of industry, the presence of the B.S. Freeman and V.H. Blackinton
factories tells a part of the story of the importance and persstence of jewelry manufacturing in
Attleborough Falls. The juxtaposition of large, stylish houses with the Blackinton factory near the
industrialized Ten Mile River reveds the living and working patterns of the individuals who
populated this area, which still has the capacity to illustrate an agpect of social history that hes largely
disappeared. Under criterion C, the district, alocation for large, stylish 19"-century houses, achieves
significance as atouchstone to a dice of the history of domestic architecture.

HISTORY
TOWN OF NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH

Located 30 miles south of Boston in Bristol County, North Attleborough was part of the
1666 Rehoboth North Purchase. North Attleborough was part of the Town of Attleborough from its
incorporation in 1694 until North Attleborough's incorporation as a sgparate township in 1887.

The tract granted in 1666 to the inhabitants of Rehoboth by the Plymouth Colony included
parts of present-day Attleborough, Mansfield, and Norton, Massachusetts, and Cumberland, Rhode
Island. The earliest English settlement in present-day North Attleborough was by John Woodcock
on today's East Washington Street before 1670. When the Town of Attleborough was incorporated
in 1694, its population counted 180. Ample water supply from Whitings Pond to the west and Ten
Mile River to the eest encouraged settlement of the area; saw and grist mills were among the areds
earliest commercial and industrial activities. Early English settlement in the areathat became North
Attleborough focused al the villages of Old Town, North Village, and Attleborough Fals and
remained primarily agricultural with subsistence milling until the middle of the 19" century. As
early as the Federd Period, however. North Village and Attleborough Falls became increasingly
industrialized along power privileges of the Ten Mile River.

(continued)
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By the mid-19* century. North Attleborough began to bloom as ajewelry- and precious
metals-manufacturing center. By 1855, the northern portion of Attleborough hed a population of
nearly 3000 and supported twenty-four jewelry manufecturers.  The Civil War magnified the aregls
precious-metds-manufacturing rolewith extendve commissons from the United States govemment
for uniform buttons, braid, badges and emblems  Old Town remained the community center until
the devdopment of the Town Center dong North and South Washington Streets, beginning inthe
mid-19* century and accderating after the advert of the railroad west from the main Boston-
Providence lineto South Washington Street in 1870. North Attleborough was incorporated in 1887
after separaion from Attleboroughitself  Until the mid-20* century, North Attleborough remained
an internationaly known center for jewelry manufacturing.

ATTLEBOROUGH FALLS

Attleborough Fals, the location of the Commonweelth Avenue Historic Digtrict, isthe Ste
of some of the Town of North Attleborough's mog significant industrid devdlopment. It retains
important industrial, domegtic, and ingtitutiona buildings as well & a fine mid-19* century rurd
cametery.

Devdopment a The Fals by non-Native Americans began no later than the beginning of the
18 century. By 1703 John Daggett was operating a com mill a The Fdls, and a sawmill wes
probably located here as well. Neither the early mills nor any buildings or sructures remain of the
Foarse 18+ -century devdopment that occurred around The Fdlls.

The present indudtridization of the area dates to 1809, when Artemis Stanley sold the
property located today a 426 Mount Hope Avenue to a group of invegtors (including himself) who
built a factory on the water privilege. The mill burned in 1811 and was immediately rebuilt on the
ste; that wood-frame building remained on the site & leadt until the end of the 19 century. In 1831,
the 125-acre reservoir, known today as Fals Pond, was cregted west of the fals and a sone mill,
sixty-eight by thirty-eight feet, was erected. The gone mill was expanded 1857 ad later. The
origind gone mill for the Falls Manufacturing Company housed cotton production until after Civil
War, when H. N. Daggett converted it to braid manufacturing.

(continued)
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The Falls was the site of the first company inthe United States formed for the manufacture
of metal buttons. In 1812 Colonel Obed and Otis Robinson began manufacturing buttons in a
building on the Ten Mile River & Robinson Street. This building is probably not extant' The
wooden mill complex a 35 Robinson Street housed the B. S Freeman & Co. jewelry manufactory
from 1847 until 1913, although exclusive use of the complex for jewelry continued intothe 1960s.

In 1857, V. H. Blackinton purchased an old wooden schoolhouse on Commonwealth
Avenue and began manufacturingjetjewelry. The complex was rebuilt—again in wood—following a
fire in 1869. It expanded though the 19* century and continued production a 100 Commonwealth
Avenue until late inthe 20" century.

Paper-box manufacturing, an important ancillary to the jewelry industry so important
regionally, began in North Attleborough in 1851. In 1891 J F. and C. O. Mason began producing
jewelry boxes in a small gable-roof building a the west end of their complex a 521 Mount Hope
Avenue. The company expanded into a spreading two-story wood-frame building completed ca
1910. Production of paper boxes continues today in the same location, but much of the complex was
covered inthe mid-1990s with vertical-seam aluminum siding, and most of the fenestration hes been
replaced.

An impressive variety of domestic architecture complements the industrial complexes in The
Falls. These houses and their outbuildings, in fact, are related to the industrial development here.
The larger, more stylish houses were occupied by the mill owners and investors or their families; the
smaller and often similar ones, by those who worked inthe mills. For example jewelr>" manufacturer
B. S Freeman, whose plant stands a 35 Robinson Street, lived up the hill & 390 Mount Hope
Avenue in an imposing house dominated by a four-story mansard-roof entrance lower and
wraparound front porch. S D. Mason, a relative of the box manufacturers, lived in afine Modern
Gothic house a 204 Commonwealth Avenue. V. H. Blackinton lived a 172 Commonwedth Ave.,,
just a short walk from his factory & number 100. Inthe late 19" century, H. B. Davenport built a
row of small almost-identical houses on the north side of (appropriately named) Cottage Street; these
were likely occupied by workers a nearby B. S Freeman & Co.

(continued)

Robi nson's factory or a portion thereof nay be incorporated i n the
Freeman-Sturdy Factory at 35 Robinson Street, but a physical examination
of that conplex i s needed t odetermne its evolution.
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The extant buildings and their rdaionships one to ancther have the capacity physicaly to
illugtrate the socid higtory of the area. After H. N. Daggett purchesad the old Falls Factory in 1861,
the

...property hed become somewhat run down; the tenements and their surroundings

were 0 shebby and untidy, and some of the resdents were 0 lawless that the

community had come to have araher digeputable neame As s00n & hetook

possession, Mr. Daggett esteblished order and hed it maintained, and the "roughs'

who hed become ared terror, under hisdecided and vigorous trestment "either left

town, or subdded into peaceful citizens" He hes greatly improved the whole

property, erected new buildings, and mede for himsdf there a charming home”

Daggett's large house on ample grounds & the intersection of EIm Street and Mount Hope
Avenue hes disgppeared, but the mill itself and the tenements dong the eest Sde of Mount Hope
Avenue baween EIm Strest and Commonwedlth Avenue remain.  John F. Sturdy, a gold-plate-
jewelry manufacturer, occupied arambling concave-mansardroof dwelling a 110 Towne Street (see
the Towne Srest HD, pending); handsomdy landscaped-and probably incorporating historic
landscape features-his property recdls his interest "...in the improvement and beautifying of this
plessant little village ... by making an atractive home, for himsdaf which he surrounded by well-kept
grounds"  Surdy's house is immediady around the comer and aoross the Ten Mile River from
Centrd Congregationa Church, which benefited from his generous gifts, and he "..was ane of the
unusudly efficient building committee when itsedifice was erected.”

By the late 1840s nesd was pearcaived for a new camdeay in Attleborough. Like many
industrializing communities, the citizens of Attleborough wanted an isolated, carefully landscaped
rura cemeeay, atype of buria ground just coming into fashion. S behind an Egyptian Reviva
browngtone gate. Mount Hope Cametery, followsthe picturesque precepts dready redized in Cam-
bridges Mount Auburn Cemetery (1831) and Providences Swvan Point Cemeery (1847), both of
which were surdly known to the incorporators of Mount Hope. At it consecration on 2 June 1850,
the Revd J. M. B. Bailey extalled the virtues of the rurd cemetery as atransocendent place when he
noted that the cemetery was:

(continued)

A John Daggett, A Sketch of the History of Attleborough From Its
Settlement to the Division (Boston, 1894), p. 524.

A Jjibid., p. 596.
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.0 far ramoved from the sir and budle of active life.. [and its landscepe]
...diversfied with brook and pond and rushing gream, with plain and hillock, with
gentle declivity and retiring vae, with sunshine and shede, with the naturd forest
and the cultivated grove L et everything connected with, and bedongingto, this
mog interesting place, itstrees, its monuments its grass itsfoliage, its evergreans,
point the visitor to the resurrection and the lifeto come*

The Fdls retains intact higtoric resourcesthat achieve significance in the areas of industry,
architecture, socid history, and landscgpe architecture. The Fals Factory complex, Freeman-Sturdy
Factory, and the V. H. Blackington factory ae tdling atifacts about textile and jewelry
manufacturing. The dugers of housss dong Freaman and Towne Stregts and Commonwedth and
Mount Hope Avenues and saverd individud isolated houses-auch as the Slanley brothers houses a
66 Stanley and 327 Towne Stregts-are fine, representative examples of late 19"-century domestic
architecture. Thejuxtapositions of indudtria, resdentia, and indtitutiona buildingstell of important
community socid interrdaionships. Mount Hope Cemetery and the grounds of the John F. Sturdy
House are good examples of historic landscape.

COMMONWEALTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Commonweslth Avenue, the mogt direct route between the town centersof Attleborough to
the eest and North Attleborough to the west exigted by the 18° century. A sage route traversed the
dreet by the early yearsof the 19 century, when it was gtill a oarsdy settled rurd areg; only three
houses (161, 172, and 188 Commonwedth Avenue) document that era” Manufacturing & The Fals
bagen in 1809, and in 1812 Colond Obed and Otis Robinson began manufacturing buttons ina
building on the Ten Mile River a& Robinson Street. Whether thisbuilding still remains is unknown;
it may incorporated into the extant wooden mill complex a 35 Robinson Street which housed the B.

(continued)
" 1jbid, p. 753.
N The twomunicipalities were oneuntil division in 1887.
N As far as canbe determned, these arethe only houses built here inthe

early nineteenth century. A fourth house, approximately a quarter of a
mle west of the district at the southeast corner of Commonweal th Avenue
and Towne Street, was noved t o354 Mount Hope Street i n 1967; it i s
included inthe Attleborough Falls Historic District.
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S Feaman & Co. jewelry manufactory from 1858 until 1913. Industrid activity intensified here in
the mid-19* century, and its presance led to the cregtion of avillage a The Fdls. Mills were built
on Robinson Street and Towne Street in the first half of the century, and V.H. Blackington began his
jewelry operation a& 140 Commornwedth Avenue in 1857. Both the manufacturers who owned or
maneged these mills as well as many of the workers who operated the machinery within them buih
and occupied housing inthe area By 1895, large houses good on both Sdes of Commonwedth
Avenue eadt of Robinson Strest and west of the Fair Grounds, now occupied by a shopping center
adjacent to Interdate Highway 95. A few other houses, similar in Szeand quality to the 19 -century
housss filled in the vacart lots among them in the early 20* century. Late 20*-century devd opment
clamed the two largest properties on the south sSde of the dreet, the M.B. Macreth House, a the eest
corner of Robinson Strest and Commonwedth Avenue, and the JJ. Freaman House, which stood on
alarge lot opposte Sanley Strest batween Heamen Street and James Swarzey Road. Both housss
were demolished and replaced: McGrath by a concrete-block industria building and Freamen by a
two-story gpartment building.

ARCHITECTURE

The Commonwedth Avenue Historic Didtrict achieves significance for architecturd history
in saverd ways. The houses built herereflect in the periods when The Fallss indudtrid activity weas
thriving. Their forms and Syles are typical, stylish, 19*- and early 20*-century mainstream domegtic
architecture. They dso illugtrate architectura influence of nearby Providence, Rhode Idand, with
which the community shared culturad and business connections.

Industrid devdopment a The Fdls begen inthe early 19* century and peeked inthe late
19* and early 20* centuries. The houses built here, modt by jewery manufacturers, dete to those
periods. The Fedard house built & 183 Commonwedth Avenue by Richard Robinson (ca. 1825 and
laer remodded) and the Lae Fedad/Gresk Revivad Robinson House (ca 1830) a 161
Commonweelth Avenue reflect the areds first blush of industrid success The Modern Gothic house
that box-manufacturer Samud D. Mason built a 204 Commonwedth Avenue in 1881-82 and the
Quen Anne houses built by jewelry menufacturers Frank M. Surdy (ca 1885 a 234
Commonweelth Avenue and Edwin L. BEvans(ca 1890) a 212 Commonwedth Avenue are equaly
telling of later success  Rolled-plate-chain-manufacturer Robert F. Simmons chose, on the other
hand, to remodd; he added a prominent tower, strut work brackets, turned-spindle front porch (snce
removed), and a large reaer el to Richard Robinson's house a 183 Commorwedth Avenue in
Jenuary 1882, Houses are exceptiondly telling barometers of both individua and community status,
and these convey a grong sense of time and place individualy and collectively.

(continued)
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The Commonwedth Avenue housesreflect maindream American architecture. The south-
facing, center-chimney, 2/2-gory house with afive-bay-faBade and center entrance is one of the most
pevasve 18- and early 19*-century Southen New England housetypes, the form is represented
here by the house & 172 Commonwedth Avenue. The Colond Obed Robinson House a 161
Commonweedth Avenue illugtrates the continued emphieds on dasscism and symmetry foundin
Late Federd and early Gresk Reviva forms, and its unusud masing shows an awekening interest in
forma experimentation that reflects the growing sophigtication of both builder and client that
occurred inthe early years of the 19* century. By the latter part of the 19* century, architecturd
desgns reflected a broad range of referencesto higtoric yles, used either in coherent, condgtent
adaptations, like the Modern Gaothic Mason House a 204 Commornweedth Avenue, or in more free-
handed eclecticiam, like the Sturdy House a 234 Commonweedth Avenue. The Dutch Colonid
housethat Josgph and Edna Semple built in 1924 a 180 Commonwedlth Avenue reflects the early
20*-century interest in reviving and cdebrating the early architecture of this country.

The influence of nearby Providence, one of the cradles of American jewelry manufacturing
and the birthplace of plated jewelry, is san in two houses within the digtrict. In bath itsinnovative
ue of dasscd formsand the sepped-back massng of its upper sory, the Colond Obed Robinson
House a 161 Commornwedth Avenue strongly recdls John Holden Greenes Sullivan and Lydia
Dorr House (1809), 109 Benefit Stret, Providence' Frank M. Sturdy's house (234 Commonwedth
Avenue) is identica to the house built ebout the same time for Josgph G. Birch a 49 Princeton
Avenue in Providence's Elmwood section The connection between Birch, a principa haberdesher
in the Downtown Providence firm of Leavens & Birch, and jewelry manufecturer Sturdy remains
unknown.

(continued)

A The Dorr House probably also influenced the design by Russell Wrren of
the Bosworth-Wardwel |l House (1815), 515 Hope Street, Bristol. Warren's
practice included several southeastern Massachusetts comm ssions, andhis
involvement with this house i s not inconceivable.

Both houses resenmble the work of the Providence architectural firm Gould
& Angell, who also worked at the time inNorth Attleborough. (The nearby
houses of Benjam n and Stephen Stanley [both ca 1883] were designed by
Gould & Angell; a nomnation for the Benjamn Stanley House i sin the
final stages of preparation.) Providence building permts are mssing
for the construction period of Birch's house.
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INDUSTRY

The two jewd ry-manufacturing properties included in the Commonwedth Avenue Higtoric
Didtrict, the Freeman-Sturdy Factory (ca 1858 @ s2q) & 35 Robinson Street and the V. H.
Blackington Factory (1869 & seq.) a 140 Commonwedth Avenue are important touchstonesto The
Falss jewdry-manufacturing history, one of the community's key industries. — Jewdry
manufacturing was the dngle mogt important industry in Attleborough (which divided into
Attleborough and North Attleborough in 1887) for mogt of the 19 and 20* centuries North
Attleborough's jewelry manufacturing was condgently smdler than tha in Attleborough, but
factories in North Attleborough produced the full range of silver, gold, gold-filled, and gold-plated
jewelry.

Both complexes ae assodaed with long-lived jewelry budnesses Each complex,
moreover, remained in ue asjewery manufacturing sites for more than acentury. The Freaman+
Sturdy Factory first houssd severd iterations of a leest two generations of Freemantled entities
active from 1847 to 1913 the longest as B.S. Freaman C, manufacturers of gold-plated cogume
jewelry. JF. Sturdy's Sons the sscond-generdion re-organization of company esteblished in the
1840s continued the manufacture of gold-plated jewelry hereuntil the mid-1950s. A.L. Lindroth, a
costume-jewdry manufacturer established in the early twentieth century, moved here from EIm
Stret in the 19590s and was the lagt of the sSingle-occupant jewelry manufacturers. On the other hand,
V.H. Blackington C°, which occupied apre-exigting building on the site and replaced itin 1889 with
the current building after the first burned, remained the sole tenant here until 1983. The longevity of
many of these firmsin one location, like that of H.F. Barrows & C° in the Barrows Building (1906;
NR) a 102 South Washington Street, suggests that auch isapattern in North Attleborough.

SOCIAL HISTORY

The Commonwesdlth Avenue Higtoric Disttict damondrates a pattem of living and working
that hdps to explain 19*- and early 20*-century socid higtory. The organization of workplace and
home show an equiivocation between mill village and amdl city that gave The Fdlsitsdigtinct sense
of time and place.

The proximity of home to working place reflects a particularly locdized attitude typically
found in mill villages. Colond Obed Robinson's house a the comer of Robinson and
Commonweelth was immediatdy adjacent to his button-manufacturing factory onthe Ten Mile

(continued)
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River. Both Robat Smmons and Edwin Evans who lived respectivdly a 183 and 212
Commonweedth Avenue, owned and operated factories around the corner on Robinson Stredt.
Samud D. Mason's box company' is still located a the intersection of Mount Hope and Chestnut
Strets little more than half a milewest of his house @ 204 Commonwedth Avenue. Even inthe
twentieth century, the Reverend Ebor Eldon Craig, pagtor of Central Congregationd Church, lived a
172 Commonwedth Avenue, a short walk from the church & 115 Commonwedth Avenue.

The positioning of large houssswell beck from the sregt on amgjor thoroughfare into the
canter of a community was typica throughout the United Sates in the later 19* and early 20*
centuries.  The phenomenon  represants a desire on the part of upper-middle-income familiesto
edablish a physcd presence that reflected their podtion in the community. Another similar
thoroughfare in North Attleborough may be found on South Washington Street in North
Attleborough Center.

RECENT TRENDS

Since the early 19505 the end of the period of significance, the district and its surroundings
have experienced dedline in severd ways South and west of the digtrict, demolition hes daimed
properties, epecidly large houses, similar to thosein the district. Maogt properties in the digtrict have
suffered from deferred maintenance. One property hes been vinyl sided, and one hes logt afull-
width front porch. The changes to nominated properties, however, ae rdatively minor and
reversble. Nomination to the National Regiger of Historic Flaces could provide inspiration and
incentive to return the nominated properties to near-origina condition while the opportunity remains
practicably feasible.

Archaeologicd Sgnificance

Since patternsof ancient Native American settlement in North Attleborough are poorly documented,
awy surviving dtes could be significant. While numerous ancient Stes have bean recorded
downgream of the district dongthe Ten Mile River drainage, many stes lack interpretative

(continued)
ANBuilt 1 n 1891 andconsiderably expanded i n 1910, the building was
extensively remodel ed and covered with artificial siding i nthe 1990s; i t

no |longer retains adequate integrity for National Register listing.
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information beyond locations. Many other Stes have dso bean destroyed by industria, urban, and
auburban devdopment.  Potentid Stes inthe district may engble the opportunity to systematicaly
dudy ste digtributions in the Ten Mile River drainege and their culturd and functional variability
through time. Ancient Native stes in the district may contain information thet defines the role of
gtes in this area with more densdy settled locdes batween Attleborough Falls and Attleborough
Catter or other core aress to the south towards Narragansatt Bay.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described @bove have the potentid to contribute important
information relating to the socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics thet typify the district during
the periods when Attleborough Fdls industrid activity wes thriving. The andyds of structura
evidence and the contents of occupationa rdaed features may contribute further evidence that
documents the relationship of proximity of home to working place and ways that the digtrict reflects
a particularly locdized attitude found in mill villages. Some housss in the district were owned by
factory workers and owners, auch as Colonel Obed Robinson, who lived a the corner of Robinson
Strest and Commonwedth Avenue adjacent to his button-meaking factory on the Ten Mile River.
Archaeologica evidence a the dtes of possble worker housing, including the house & 172 Robinson
Street, may contribute important comparative information indicating how the lives of factory workers
in the digtrict compared with the lives of factory owners. Architectural and artifactua evidence may
exig indicating the extent that factory rdated work or manufactured goods were presant in the home,
Similar evidence might dso exigt indicating the extent that architecture and the occupants of houses
were reflective of individua and community gatus a different gages of digtrict growth.

Archaeologica ressarch may dso contribute important information relating to three indugtrid Stesin
the digtrict. Artifacts, sructures, and draigrgphic evidence may documeat the sequence of

devdopment for indudtrid opeaions a the V. H. Blackington Factory (1869) a 140

Commonwedth Avenue and the Fresman-Surdy  Factory (ca 1858) a 35 Robinson Street. Both

factories are extant and may contain important information relating to technology and production in
thejewelry industry dating from the mid-19* century. Structurd evidence and occupationd-related

features may dso survive from the Colonel Obed Robinson buttonworks, reported in locd tradition
a6 the first buttonworks in the nation, built just south of his house a 161 Commonweeth Avenue

(ca1830). Additiona documentary ressarch combined with archaeologicd testing might dso

document the congtruction date for the Robinson House, cdaimed by locd tradition as 1806 but

indicated as a later dete by architecturd details. Technologicd information relating to the early
button industry may dso survive a the buttornworks factory site.

(end)
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UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 308400 4648940 3. 19 308780 4648720
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 308800 4648840 4. 19 308380 4648600
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

. See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Ownpr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  multiple
street & number. . telephone.

city or town. state . Zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



E\IS-FSG;:m“ 111>900> OMB Approvil No. 1024-Oai<
i

United States Department of the I nterior
Nationa Pak Sarvice

National Regge o Hidoric Places
Continuation Shet

Sctionnumba 910 Pae 1

N. Attleborough (Bristol), MA

9. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Beers, F.W. Atlas of Bristol County, Massachusetts. New York, 1871.

Daggett, John. A Sketch of the History ofAttleborough, Fromlts
Settlement to the Division. Boston: Press of Samuel Usher, 1894.

Evert & Richards. Atlas of Bristol County, Massachusetts.
Philadelphia, 1895.

House Directories, North Attleborough, MA 1890-1988. Land Evidence
Records. Bristol County, MA.

Massachusatts Historical Commission. Reconnaissance Survey Report,
October 1981.

Walling, Henry F. Map of Bristol County, Massachusetts New York,
1858.

(end)
10. GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
On the north sde of Commonwedth Avenue from the eest lot line of 234 Commonwesdlth

Avenue, thenceto the south, eadt, and north lot lines of 15 Sanley Street, thence west dong the

north lot lines of the properties fronting on Commornwedth Avenue tothe wegt lot line of 140
Commonwedth Avenue.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundary indudes a group of 19* century houses and a 19¢ century jewelry-manufacturing
plant and exdudes later properties and open goece that lie adjacent to the resource nominated.

(end)
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1. Commonwedth Avenue, view to NE from Robinson Strest
2. Robinson House, 161 Commonwedth Avenue
3. Sturdy House, 234 Commonwedth Avenue
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15/66
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18/81
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18/103

18/103

18/6

16/20

16/19

18/173

Street Address
140 Commonwealth Ave

160 Commonwealth Ave
161 Commonwealth Ave
172 Commonwealth Ave
180 Commonwealth Ave
188 Commonwealth Ave

204 Commonwealth Ave
212 Commonwealth Ave
234 Commonwealth Ave
3-7 Robinson Street

35 Robinson Street
15 Stanley Street

Commonwealth Avenue Historic District
District Data Sheet

Name/Function
V.H Blackinton Factory

Cumberland Farms

Col. Obed Robinson House
House

Semple House
Robinson-Simmons House
(3arage

Mason House

Garage

Evans House

Garage

Sturdy House

Hou”e

Freeman-Sturdy Factory
Study Barn

Date
1869 ef seq.

L20C

ca 1830

ca 1800

ca 1925

ca 1825 1881-82
E20C

1881-82

M20C

ca 1890

M20C

"ca 1885

ca 1970
Mid-/late 19th C
ca 1885

Style
Industrial Vernacular

Roadside Franchise
Federal/Greek Revival
Federal

Dutch Colonial

Federal, Modern Gothic

Modern Gothic
QueenAnne
Queen Anne
Garrison Colonial

Verncacular
Queen Anne

Status
B
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777 DEDHAM STREET, CANTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02021-9118

PHONE: 781-828-4900 WEBSITE: www.cumberlandfarms com
Law Department

August 27, 2003

M assachusetts Historical Commission

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth
William Francis Galvin, Secretary
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M A 02125

RE: Map 15 Lots 103, 64, 65, 127
160 Commonwealth Ave.
Historic District, North Attleborough

Dear Sr or Madam:

Cumberland Farms, Inc. ("Cumberland Farms') isthe sole owner of the above referenced
lot, which is a the westerly end of severd lots being considered by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. Please
be informed that Cumberland Farms hereby objects to the listing.

Both buildingslocated on Cumberland Farms' ot were constructed in 2000 and meet
none of the criteriarequired for consideration. 1n my research on this issue, | have been
repeatedly informed, by both Phil Bergin and Doris Neil, of the North Attleborough
Historic Commission, that this dte is consdered "non-contributing” and thus will not be
effected, but these statements are inconsistent with Cumberland Farms experience in
North Attleborough.

When permittingits ste in 1999, Cumberland Farms obtained local Historic Commission
approval. The Commission required that Cumberland Farms canopy be off white (see
attached). The Company was aso unable to use its trademark colors on the canopy
because the Commission felt it looked too contemporary and wanted it to match the
fagade of ahistoric fianeral home across the street (see attached). The Commission's red
view about the affect of the National Register is memorialized in an article that appeared
in the Sun Cronicle shortly after Cumberland Farms approval:

O'Brien [the Historic Commission Chair] said the
commissioners are trying to havethe... neighborhood



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

October 29, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haoes
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleasefmd the following nomination form:
Commonwedlth Avenue HD, North Attleborough (Bristol), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been 9gned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthe district were
notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of objection hes been received.

Sincerdy,

IKkyA

National Regigter Director
M assachusatts Historical Commission

encdosure

cc. Wm. McKenzie Woodward, Consultant
John C. Rhyno, Board of Sdectmen
Donad Johnson, Planning Board
Robet Ashton, North Attleborough Historical Commisson
Doris Neal, North Attleborough Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state. ma. us'sec/mhc
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added to the nationd Historic Regiser <0 the board will be
able to have more of a sy in future building projects.

(See atached). Conddering dl of thesefacts, it ssarslikdy that Cumberland Farms will
be further restricted from upgrading its Ste and growing itsbusness I the Steisplaced
on the Nationa Regiger, this may be ussd as another reason to restrict the Company's
property rights. Itisfor these reesonsthat Cumberland Farms objects to the Hsting.

Robert R. Pdlegrini, J.
Attorney for Cumberland Farms Inc.

Endosures
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Norfolk, SS Augugt 27, 2003
Then persondly gppeared before nic the eébove-named Robert R. Pellegrini F. and acknowledged

dieforegoing insgmment to be hisfree act and deed before nie®
k

Nolar\' Public:
M)' commission expires:

"MELAA-SINNEH
Notary Public 9
Commision res 9.
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