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DESCRIPTION

GOND TI ON GEKAONE GEXK O\E
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
AGOOD —RUINS 2ALTERED —MOVED DATE-.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on alevel |ot facing the Lynn Gxmon, the Lynn Arnory is a Fonanesque Revival
structure built of red brick with sandstone trinmngs. The bui]diner i s nade up of
a head house which has adrill shed attached to itsrear (south) wall.

Head House:  Containing the building's najor facades (east, north west), the Head
House i s rectangular inplan with rounded bays at each of itsfour comers. | t
rises fromanplinth of rock-faced granite and is constructed of pressed brick which
has been pointed with tinted mortar to enphasize the walls' apnearance of solidity.
The roof 1snearly flat and i s nasked by acrenellated parapet on itseast, north
and west sides. ndows of the head house (except where ot herw se not _ed?( are nade

of 11 sash, the top half of which is arched; the sash is set ra brick surrounds
wi th arched heads, and sandstone sills.

Head House - North Elevation: Facing South Conmon Street, the north elevationis
nearly symmetrical, containing the building's major entry centered at the first story.
The entry is set behind a wide arch with asandstone architrave and has nodemwooden
doors (md-20th c.) QOneither side of the entry, belowgrade |evel, are light wells
which allow access to the cellar. Set on each of the entry at the first story isa
single wndow Second and third stories of the facade each contain three sets of
paired windows. The third story wndows are set inthree blind arches. Framng the
north elevation are tw circular comer towers, 22° in dianmeter, each of which rises
four stories to acrenellated parapet built out fromthe wall on a corbelled base.
The northeast tower has evenly spaced w ndows at itsfirst throe stories and oculi

at itsfourth story, the northwest tower has simlar :fenestration, except where

bl ocked by an attached stair tower and oriels which connect to the second story of
the side tower. At the third sor)/- of the northwest tower i s acar/ed sandstone

pl acque of the state seal of Massachusetts.

Head House - Vést Elevation: Facing an enpty lot, the west elevation is framed by
the structure's northwest comer tower and h)' asmaller rovurJe bay at the structure's
southwest comer. The west elevation i s symetrical, consistin? at both the first

and second stories of a narrow center bay with one w ndowper floor flanlced on each
side by aw der outer bay with two w ndows per floor. The second story w ndows are
set inthree blind arches which correspond i nwidths to the bays below At the

third story are three pairs of w ndows surnounted by corbellingwhich supports the
parapet above. Fenestration of the small southwest coner bay is irregular consisting
of one w ndow at each story set inpositions wiich spiral fromthe base of the bay

to itstop.

Head House - East Elevation: Facing aneighboring building (approx. 15 distant), the
east elevation is amrror inage of the west elevation.

Head House - South El evation: Undecorated, the south elevation is mostly covered by
the drill shed. Near the southeast comer, asquare-plai chimey rises along the
exterior of the south elevation.

Drill Shed: Constructed of aporous red brick and centered on the rear wall of the
head house, the drill shed is nearly a5w de as the head hoilse. Tae shed i s approxinately

(conti nued)
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140' long, divided into four bays onthe exterior by buttresses; each bay contains
two arched windows. Thedrill shed is enclosed by a steeply pitched slate roof

and has a stepped gable at itssouth end The south elevation of the drill shed
has asmall wng (with half-hiproof) atitsfirst story. Above the wing are three
arched w ndows whi ch provide light for the shed's interior hall. Alterations to
the drill shed are mnor, consisting of the enlargenent of tw w ndows onthe east

wal |, both of \4iich have been converted to doors.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE
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— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1893 BMJIjOee”ARCHITECT Wieel er § Nort hend

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lynn Arnory retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials" worknanshi p
and association. Built in1893toreplace the Franklin Street Arnory of 1888, the
present Lynn Armory is anong t he best exanpl es of Ronanesque Revival architecture i n
the city. Inaddition, thelLynn Arnory i s one of several inportant Victorian public
buil dings |ocated at the east end of tiie Corman, all -.if wic™. s”ed tonke tr.is

area thecity's major institutional center. Included i nthis grotjp are (or were) the
dd Lynn City Hall (1867-1868 - denolished); St. Sephen's Menorial Church (1881 )
potenti al ; and the Lynn Public Library (1898-1900 - potential NR.

Unl i ke t he nany Fonanesque revival factories of Lynn's business district, nost of
whi ch have Fonanesque decorative details on their facades only, the Lynn Arnory

was designed tocarry its decoration aroundthree sides, leaving only the drill
shed wi t hout Ronanesque decorative details. In My of 1893, plans dravoi by Weel er
Nort hend wer e accepted by t he Gonmonweal t h and construction began i nsunmer of 1893.
Currently in original condition, thebuilding consists of a "head house" of approxi -
mately 68 (facade) by 86" (depth) tcv/hich adrill shod of 220 length i s attached
at therear (south). At thetine of thebuilding' s dedication, |ocal newspapers
boasted that it was anong t he "best arranged” arnorios in Ms3a(iii.r,e-tts dueto the
efforts of "Comm ssioner Lei ghton" who oversaw construction and who al | owed t he
local mlitia oaTpaniss tovrark out thebuilding programw th the architects,

rather than forcing thearchitects towork within nore restrictive state plans for
arnory construction., -

The Arnory' s architects. Weel er » Northend, were a Lynn firmwhich formed around
1886 and di ssol ved around 1893, after whi ch Hol man K Wheel er continued a private
practice i n Lynn and Northend noved el sewhere. The years of the firms existence
co-incided with a period of growh for Lynn as well as a period of building activity
which fol lowed the Fire of 1889 that destroyed thecity's business district. During
the rebuilding. Weel er and Northend desi gned a | arge nunber of Fonanesque Revi val
style blocks of which the New ItemBuilding (1890 - denolished) was t he best |oiown.

H sewhere in Lynn the firm designed the Lynn H gh School (Fonanesque Revival style -
1890 - denol i shed) and a nunier of smal| scale conmercial bl ocks. The scale of the
Armory andits promnent site marks its as the firnls nost inportant surviving design.
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June 25, 1979

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

294 Washington street

Boston, Massachusetts
02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
617 727 8470 Secretary of State

M. Ronald Geenberg, Acting Chief

Regi stration Branch
O, Heritage, Conser

vation §

Recreation Service

440 GStreet, NW

Véshington, DC 20243

Deaxr Mr. Greenberg:

Enclosed youwill find

e LYNN -
o LYNN - o'
« SOUTHBRDGE

Al'l have been voted eli
signed by the State His

Sincerely,

Christine Boul ding
Survey Di rector

B/ | eaf
End:

the following nomination forms:
Arthur J. Lynn (Schooner)

Stetson House

Downtown Lawrence Historic District
Lynn Armory

St. Sephen's Church

Center Village Historic District

gible by the State ReviewBoard and have been
toric Preservation Officer.






