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The original structure built in the spring of 1885 as a residence and
office for Dr. J.A. Crane and his wife, was a 2 andl/2 story massive rec-
tangular brick structure. Protruding, symmetrically spaced, segmented arched

windows and doors, hipped roof and center pediment contributed to its simple
unornamented classical form.

In 1910,,George S. Smith acquired the property, and added the colonial
revival rotunda, verandas and balconies on the east and north sides,and a
pergola on the south. The local press noted the "now beautiful and even state-
ly structure...considered one of the handsomest in Santa Ana.® The general
style was described as "modified Colonial, the pillars, verandas, balconey
and porte cocheres being in pearl white, while the brick walls of the ver-
andas reveals an interesting blend of classical columns and balustrades with
Craftsman overtones, particularly in the wooden trellis work of the pergola on
the south side.

The exotic landscaping, including the oldest pevrper tree in Santa Ana,
two stately Himalayan cedar trees, a huge magnolia, and a California native
fan palm dating from the 19th century contribute to the original character
of the setting, and serve as a backdrop to more recent plantings.

The present day mortuary is situated directly across from Heritage Square,
which includes the old county courthouse .(State Historical Landmark #837) and
the Dr. Howe-Waffle House (Point of Historical Interest in Orange County #Ora-
300, and National Register of Historic Blacés,Feb. 25, 1975), and serves as a ..
stabalizing element in a deteriorating area.

Situated on thegrounds of the mortuary, facing north and now used as a
garage and for storage, is a white clapboard structure which was originally
a coach house. It has been enlarged and altered to accommodate its present
use,
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The Smith-Tuthill-Lamb Mortuary is a Santa Ana local landmark, both
architecturally and historically. It represents the oldest continuous bus-
" insss institution iin the city, and is associated with a series of prominent
Santa Ana citizens. Built as a residence and office for Dr. J.A. Crane and
his wife in 1885, Dr. Crane had already acquired considerable town property.
Three "Additions" to Santa Ana contain his name. Among these was the Hickey,
Andrews, Crane Addition,,including lots 1,2 and 5 which constitute the Smith-

~» Tuthill property.

In 1887, William Blounet Hervey purchased the property. Described as
a local capitalist,"Hervey financed a number of then prominent Fourth Street
business blocks, notably the brick at the corner of Spurgeon. Stephen W. and
George S. Smith, partners in Santa Ana's pioneer undertaking firm, acquired
‘the property on Feb., 11, 1910, and immediately contracted with Chris McNeill,
‘who built the old courthousc and Balboa Pavilion, to remodel the structure as
-+ a mortuary. Both Smiths were prominent in local civic affairs;S.W. Smith
‘introduced the sugar beet industry to the Santa Ana Valley in 1889,

The building represents a significant architectural contribution to
Santa Ana. It is an outs anding example of the fusion of styles important
to several periods of the local community's architectural heritage. Its
original simple, unornamented classical form was successfully altered to a-
ccommodate neo-classical additions and detailing whcih have served to make
it a Santa Ana landmark for the past 67 years.

Eric Lassen,ATA, Preservation Officer and Chairman of the Historic
Preservation Committee, Orange County Chapter AIA, stated in 1976: "The buil-
ding is an extremely interesting one containing elaborate neo-classical re-
vival detailing...From a strictly historic point of view it seems clear that
the mortuary is an important part of the history and culture of Santa Ana."

Its original grounds have been maintained and serve to enhance its
local landmark status. Moreover the structure is one of the few architecturally
significant buildings remaining in the downtown area of Santa Ana.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located on the southwest corner of Broadway and Santa Ana Boulevard,
facing broadway.
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