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DESCR! PTI ON
Date C1827-1854/ 1870s
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Style Geek Revival/Mnsard
Architect unknown
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Condition good
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housing nost of which i s heavilyv

altered
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NATI ONAL REG STER " CRHER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Gilbrae Inn possesses integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling,
and association. | tis important asthe only known Boston Manufacturing Gonpany sponsored
boarding house to survive in the city. [Itsoriginal conservative Geek Revival style form
and detailing combined with itslater mansard roof demonstrate the BMZ continuing conmt-
ment to provision of enployee housing. TheGilbrae Inn neets criteria Aand Cof the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. S OGN HCANCE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The Gilbrae Inn is located onthe north side of River Street, near the intersection of El m
Street in anarea characterized by amx of 19th century workers' housing, 20th century

housing, andcomercial and industrial structures. |t wasconstructed between 1827 and
1854 as a conservative five-bay, center-entry Geek Revival structure. Itsentrywas

framed with sidelights and alintel, anditsw ndows contained 6/6 sash. These features
are still readily apparent. In the early 1870s i t was expanded with a third story con-

tained within a fashionable mansard roof with gabled dormers; i t appears that the building
was also lengthened to the rear, andthat secondary entries were added onthe side eleva-
tions. The balustraded front verandah was probably added in the early 20th century. Al -
um num si ding added within the past few years is the only feature that does not contribute
to the architectural significanceof this important BMC boarding house.

HSITARCL SGNHCNE Explain the role owers pg«d in local or state history axd howv the
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.

The Gilbrae Inn was constructed by the Boston Manufacturing GConpany sometine between 1827
and 1854 on River Street which waslaid out between the main mills and the bleachery in
the 1820s. |t is the only conpany sponsored boarding house known to have survived in the
city. The BWC expanded the original five-bay Geek Revival style structurein the 1870s
with athird story contained within a fashionable mansard roof. |[|tsevolutionand com
posite appearance reflect the BMZ |ong-standing conmmtnent to enpl oyee housing.

Deed research indicates that this property was sold back and forth between Patrick Tracy
Jackson and the BMC in the 1810s. Jackson was the first resident agent of the BM; and
bought a nunber of parcels inthe vicinity of the mlls, the bleachery and the common at

this time. TheBW bought a parcel which included the | ot onwhich the Gilbrae Inn now
stands from Jackson onJuly 14, 1815 for $2800. |t was sold back to Jackson on March 28,

1827 for $5000. Therestrictions outlinedin this deed indicate that the parcel was de-
void of buildings at the time. |t stipulated that Jackson could not erect atavern, public
house, shops, stores, or boarding houses without the consent of the BMC The BMC reserved
the right to "enter and expel such tenants andoccupiers and renove their goods and chattels."

The Inn nay have been built shortly after this sale, but i twas definatelyin place by 1854
when i t appears on a historic nap. |t sconservative five bay, center entry plan and [imited
G eek Revival style detail could date to any time during this period. |In 1854, i t appeared

as the easternnmost nenber of atrio of buildings onthe north side of River Street. The

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (cont)

Maps/ Atlases- 1836, 1854, 1874, 1881, 1883, 1886, 1898
M ddl esex Registry of Deeds- 273:283, 375:54, 2889:421, 3531:555, 3553:340, 3553:341
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INVENTORY FCRM CONTINUATION SHEET COTBHunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMNSSION Watham 63
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name gilbrae Inn

Indicate each item on inventory form v”ich is being continued below.

Historical Significance (cont)

westernnost of this group was renoved sonetime before 1874t oacconodate a spur of the
Boston & Fitchburg Railroad. The Gilbrae Innassunmed itscurrent configurationwith
mansard roof about this time. This enlargement rmay have been part of the BMC s building
campai gn whi ch included the double brick mansard houses at 153-155 and 163-165 River Street
(#55). At sone point between 1874-86, the Gilbrae Innwas |inked with itsneighbor at 405
River Street formng a large inverted U shaped structure. The nane Gilbrae I nnwhichde-
rives from a type of plaid cloth nade by the BMG nay date t othis period. These houses
remained linked until at |east the 1910s; during the early 20th century they were owned

by land speculators Saimen Sirk and James McGinchy, both of whom owned other pieces of
former BMC property i nthe area.

Note: two dots appear i nthevicinity of the Gilbrae Innonthe 1836 nap, but dot oa |ack
of detail, i tisdifficult tosaywith surety that onei sthe Inn.

Staple tolnventory form at bottOm
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1970 Atlas, City of Wltham Vél t ham Massachusetts N
Conpi | ed by the Wl tham 403 River Street

Engi neering Division "Glbrae I nn"

Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 13-G9



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Nunnber: 64000301



