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1.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Property consists of four structures on adjoining lots in the '"Avenues'
proposed historic district of Salt Lake City, Utah:

181 B Street, Main House is a 26 room, four level, sandstone and brick residence

built in 1898/1899. Structural integrity is excellent due to extensive
foundation engineering. Original architectural package--including floor/utility
plans, cut-away views, and exterior sketches--is in the possession of the current
owners. Exterior details include:

a.

b.

C.

d.

c.

Complex roof geometry--consisting of 45 plus roof planes, multiple dormers,
metal ornamentation, and a ''fish scale" dome atop a curved sandstone turret.
Exterior metal detailing includes ''sun burst' designs on each of four
chimneys (thought to be unique in area), 'barber pole' downspouts and
ornamentation, filagree chimney supports, etc.

A large sandstone medallion set in chimney with the legend (1899)

carved in relief.

Extensior glasswork including twelve mostly large panes of colored/etched
leaded artglass (including one curved pane and two 4' x 8' leaded, colored
skylights originally from the Hotel Utah, Salt Lake City, built 1911.) Much
additional artglass was planned in architect sketches but is not now present.
Ten clear-glass windows have geometric detailing.

Sandstone block wall and steps fronting B Street.

Significant exterior changes include:

a.

b.

Most woodwork--carved porch railings, balusters, etc. have been removed
(redwood pilars supporting front porch remain).
Five small porches have been created/enclosed.

181 B Street Workshop is a small (400-500 sq. ft.) frame structure in deteriorated

condition. It was probably built in 1899.
222 Fourth Avenue Carriage House/Livery was built in 1899 to serve the main

house. Area residents describe it as originally a two-story brick structure
with a "'steeple' top. Dimensions were approximately 47' x 40' and it was

used to shelter (at least) nine draft/riding horses, cattle, chickens, rabbits,
etc., two buggies, and as a residence for the caretakers. The structure was
cut in half about World War I, for use as a garage. Current condition is
deteriorated. '

222 Fourth Avenue '"'Small'' House is a two level, seven room '‘pioneer' structure

built of fired brick on a sandstone rubble foundation. Age of the structure
is uncertain but was probably built before 1880. The structure is probably
one of the oldest surviving buildings in the Avenues district. The structure
was used as a barn/storage facility until the early Twentieth Century when a
block addition was constructed and use was converted to residential. (A

mid 1890's photo at the Utah Historical Society shows non-residential use.)

Exterior condition/structural integrity is fair to good. Foundation appears
solid, bricks show only slight deterioration, and the second level floor supports
(beams held by exterior belts and large grommets on the bricks) appear good. All
woodwork and the entire interior, however, are ruined. through neglect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Richard K. A. Kletting was the architect for the William F. Beer House. He
was born July 1, 1858 at Unterborhingen, Wuettenburg, Germany, and was one of the
most influential and important architects ever to live and work in Salt Lake City.

He came to America after serving in the German army for one year. Worked in the

East before coming to Salt Lake where he acquired a job working for John Burton,

under whom he drew plans for the old University of Utah. Later he went into business
for himself. Among his best works are: Utah State Capitol Building (won a competition
of 40), Bon Marche in Paris, Sacred Coeur at Montmartre, First Salt Air Beach

pavilion (1893) which boasted the world's largest unobstructed dance floor (burned

in 1925), and the 01d Salt Palace. Along with these works, Kletting did many
commercial buildings as well as schools in the immediate Salt Lake vicinity as well

as 1in neighboring states.

Richard Kletting oepned and conducted the first school in Salt Lake to give
instruction in geometry, algebra, languages and science. He cataloged the Salt Lake
Public Library, and was much noted for his extensive civic as well as professional work.

Kletting died in Salt Lake on September 25, 1943, near the Kletting House at
the age of 75 years. Surviving him were his wife, Mary Elizabeth Saaner Kletting,
and their four children; Richard, Mary, Walter, and Helen.

Dr. William Francis Beer (1870-1949) was a prominent Salt Lake City physician
who was also actively involved in mining. Dr. Beer was a graduate of George Washington
Medical School (1892) and a charter member and honorary president of the Utah
Medical Society. According to his surviving children, during the early years of the
Century many international medical figures were house guests at 181 B Street. During
World War I, Dr. Beer was in charge of P.0O.W. medical care for German prisoners at
Fort Douglas, Utah. In recognition of his efforts in bringing the prisoners through
the influenza epidemic without a fatality, he was awarded the Iron Cross by Paul
von-Hindenberg in the early 1930's.

.
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Salt Lake County Recorder's Office, Grantor-Grantee Inces and Engineering Division.
Persons contacted (relation to Wm. F. Beer): Beverly Beer Bullock (granddaughter),
1259 East So. Temple, SLC, UT 84103; Jean R. Kirkpatrick (granddaughter) Boise
Idaho; Vivian Beer DeNeuf (daughter) Bullhead City, Arizona; Kemneth Beer (son);

Robert Barnes (long-time resident of home), 161 B Street, SLC.
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