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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1865, the Wayne County Museum, formerly the Hicksite Friends 
Meetinghouse is a massive rectangular brick structure. The five bayed build 
ing rests on a cut stone foundation that comprises the basement walls. The 
50* x 90 f single story structure is symnetrical with a broad recessed portico. 
A bush hammered Dayton limestone course with dressed and tooled edges defines 
the ^basement which is partly, above ground. The massiveness of the structure 
is emphasized by slightly protruding brick segmented arches, which draws atten 
tion to the solid masonry of the brick walls. The infill is also brick with 
narrow segmental windows separated by a wooden mullion. The asphalt roof is 
a low cross gabled accented only by four brick chimneys, two on either side. 
The eaves are boxed with a plain wooden cornice. The brick barge boards are 
highlighted by two joined narrow semicircular windows. The portico, reached 
by a flight of broad steps, is supported by narrow columns. The entrance is 
comprised by double doors with a glass transom and plain wooden surroundings.

The main floor open except for the vestibule, had a partition operated by a 
pulley to separate the men from the women. This has been modified slightly 
to provide museum facilities. The basement has also been partitioned to 
accomodate displays. More recent auxiliary display buildings, which :do not 
detract from the original structure,have been constructed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former Hicksite Friends Meetinghouse is located within Starr Historic District, 
a part of Richmond's "Gore Area" opened for settlement by the Greenville Tready of 
1795. The building was erected in 1865 according to the plans of architect George 
Hoover for the sum of $17,897.00.

The Wayne County Museum is significant as an excellentexample of architecture and 
constructipn_in the Civil War Era. It also still expresses some of the features^ 
that the Hicksite Friends Meeting found worthy in a meetinghouse which, from it/s 
construction, was intended to be permanent and a showpiece in the community.

The building maintains the simple symmetry of a building style that is often 
associated with earlier construction. Decorative details are nonetheless present 
and expressive.

This softening of stylistic detail to better fit with the Friends philosophy is 
often found in homes in Richmond's Starr Historic District which surrounds the 
Hicksite Meetinghouse.

It is, then, a well maintained symbol of a philosophy that was important in the 
development of Richmond.
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