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NATI ONAL REQ STER OUTER! A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Ebenezer Orocker Jr. House possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. | tissignificant for its associationswith the
several illustrious famlies wio have lived there: The Crockers, Hoopers and Lowells. |t
is also important for its associations with and continuous reflection of Cotuit's agricultural
and surmer resort history. Finally, i tissignificant as a fine piece of Georgian
architecture enhanced by retention of itsrural landscape and nunerous out buildings.

The Crocker House thus nmeets criteria A B and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

ARCBNECTCRAL S GNPICG3WE  Describe ijnportant architectured features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the oonnunity.

The Crocker House is a 28 story gable roof structure with two interior chimmeys. Its

five bay facade is centered around the entry and a projecting enclosed porch at the second
story. Wndows at the first story have been replaced but the remainder are original and
contain &6 sash; those on the side elevations have projecting lintels. The pilasters on
the corners and the entry are simlar to those of other Crocker famly houses in Santuit
(area CTA. There are two ells, one possibly older than the main house and a second,

sail loft added with the summer kitchen before c. 1850-60. The porch on the south side and
east was probably added in the 1860's by Gn. John Reed, the tenant wo was allowed to nake
any changes he wanted. The w ndow changes in the southwest parlor and the dining room (first
story front) were nade in 1892 by Ms. Edward J. Lowel|. The interior panellingis
conparatively sinple, though i tis known that the northwest roomhad a panelled wall, which
was so bhadly altered it was sealed up in 1892 and again in 1950. Except for narrowi ng the
back hall to enlarge that roomand altering the northeast bedroomto get a view and access

H STAR CAL SI O a®NCE  Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and hew the (con
building relates to the devel opnent of the commmty.

This house shows the further devel opment of the houses huilt by the Crocker famly in Santuit
and the growth of interest inthe maritime business. Ebenezer (1751-1817) married
conparitively late and had his first son Nathan in 1783. |t i s possible that the house
was built about that tinme as his grandson Gilbert stated and it was certainly there in 179
when the road from Marstons Mills was conpleted to what is now Hooper's Landing. Ebenezer
served two terms inthe State legislature from 1791, which gave him the title of Esg. and Hn
and according to his gravestone was considered "an upright and efficient and useful citizen"
as well as that "Hs conciliating nmanners and active benevol ence greatly endeared himto the
nei ghborhood in which he lived." H issaidto have built the wharf, now represented by
eel grass near the west fence. H's son Braddock added the store, later used as a hoat house.
The el der son, Nathan Crocker becane the first episcopal bishop of Rhode Island and was
one of the first of his famly to nove anay. The estate was divided at dd Oyster Road
and the western part of the land was not developed until recently. Braddock's daughter
Mrry Bourne Crocker married A exander Scudder, ship captain. H ws pursuaded to sell the
estate to the Boston merchant Sanuel Hooper, son-in-law to WIlliamSturgis of Barnstable.
This was to enable the captain to take one of the Hooper ships to the Gold Coast in 1849.
M. Hooper becane the first sumnmer resident. Mny well known people stayed in the house
including Charles Summer and other political figures. Hooper's niece Marian Hooper spent
her honeynoon with Henry Adans i n the house. Later, a cousin, Gn John Reed rented the
place with the privilege of making what changes he w shed. After M. Hooper's death,
Ms. Eoward J. Lowell took i tover with her husband, historian of the French Revol ution

B BLI G3RAPHy and/ or REFH BENCES (cont.)

Barnstable County Atlases. 18958, 1880, 1907.
Santuit-Cotuit Historical Society. Cotuit Library.



Barnstabl e, Massachusetts MRA

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cennuni ty: Form N
MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISION Barcgftu??' %or(tcf(‘)t uit- q‘r-lB

Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Nongr A\\'AMAge! "ttt AT

Indicate each item on inventoiy form vtfiich is being continued bdow.
ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE Cont i nuedi

to the loft the house hadhadlittle change which could not berestored.

O extreme inportance to the overall significanceof the property, isitsretention
of numerous well-preserved outbuildings, mking i t oneof the two best preserved

farmsteads in the town.

H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE Cont i nued

and Hessians. Their daughter, Alice, wife of James Hardy Ropes, professor at Harvard
took i tover in 1904 andnany academic visitors stayed there.

Staple to Inventory form at botton



AO

WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Crocker. Ebenezer Sc., House (Barnstable MRA) _ ~ . Ko AR 1000
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Substantive Review: e sample e request CU appeal R decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Crite
Reviewer

Discipline /V\Z A/\
Date pu M py
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
y/éubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated * unaltered » original site
[m good I lruins n altered moved date.
e fair n unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
[Z] completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

n applicable criteria

n justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource

« context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed.

Comments for my item may be continued on ar? attached sheet

is:

Date
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Phone:
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GPO 918-4S0
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NATI ONAL REG STER OOTERI A STATE»! ENT (i f applicetole)

The Ebenezer Crocker Jr. House possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. | tis significant for i tsassociationswith the
several illustrious famlies who have lived there: The Crockers, Hoopers and Lowells. It
is also important for itsassociations with and continuous reflection of Cotuit's agricultural
and surmmer resort history. Finally, i tissignificant as a fine piece of Georgian
architecture enhanced by retention of itsrural |andscape and numerous outbuil dings.
The Crocker House thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

AHTEOUN. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the ocHnunity.

The Crocker House i s a 2* story gable roof structure with tw interior chimeys. Its

five bay facade is centered around the entry and a projecting enclosed porch at the second
story. Wndows at the first story have been replaced but the remainder are original and
contain 6/6 sash; those on the side elevations have projecting lintels. The pilasters on
the corners and the entry are simlar to those of other Crocker fam |y houses in Santuit
(area CTA). There are two ells, one possibly older than the main house and a second,

sail loft added with the summer kitchen before c¢. 1850-60. The porch on the south side and
east was probably added in the 1860's by Gn. John Reed, the tenant who was allowed to nake

any changes he wanted. The wi ndow changes i n the southwest parlor and the dining room (first
story front) were nade in 1892 by Ms. Edward J. Lowell. The interior panelling is
conparatively sinmple, though i tis known that the northwest roomhad a panelled wall, which

was so badly altered i twas sealed up in 1892 and again in 1950. Except for narrowing the
back hall to enlarge that roomand altering the northeast bedroomto get a view and access

HSITGRGL. SGNHCGANE Explainthe role owners played i nlocal or state history and hew the (cont

bui lding relatesto the devel opnent of the canunity.

This house shows the further devel opment of the houses built by the Crocker famly in Santuit
and the growmth of interest inthe maritime business. Ebenezer (1751-1817) married
comparitively late and had his first son Nathan in 1783. |t i s possible that the house

was huilt about that time as his grandson Gilbert stated and i twas certainly there in 1794
when the road from Marstons Mills was conpleted to what i s now Hooper's Landing. Ebenezer
served two terms inthe State legislature from 1791, which gave him the title of Esg. and Hon.
and according to his gravestone was considered "an upright and efficient and useful citizen"
as well as that "His conciliating manners and active benevolence greatly endeared himto the
nei ghborhood in which he lived." H is said to have built the wharf, now represented by

eel grass near the west fence. His son Braddock added the store, later used as a boat house.
The el der son, Nathan Crocker became the first episcopal bishop of Rhode Island and was

one of the first of his famly to nove away. The estate was divided at Od Oyster Road

and the western part of the land was not developed until recently. Braddock's daughter
Mary Bourne Crocker married Alexander Scudder, ship captain. H was pursuaded to sell the
estate to the Boston nerchant Samuel Hooper, son-in-law to W lliamSturgis of Barnstable.
This was to enable the captain to take one of the Hooper ships to the Gold Coast in 1849,

M. Hooper becane the first summer resident. Many well known people stayed in the house
including Charles Sumer and other political figures. Hooper's niece Marian Hooper spent
her honeynmoon with Henry Adans in the house. Later, a cousin. Gn John Reed rented the

place with the privilege of making what changes he wished. After M. Hooper's death,
Ms. Edward J. Lowell took i t over with her husband, historian of the French Revolution
Bl BLI OGRAH f and/ or REFERENES (cont.)

Barnstable County Atlases. 18958, 1880, 1907.
Santuit-Cotuit Historical Society. Cotuit Library. X e



barnstabl e, Massachusetts MKA
| NVENTORY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmuni ty: For mNb:

MASSAGUSETTS HISTORICAL COMASSION Barnstable (Cotuit- CiB
Office of the Secretary, Boston Cotuit Port i
Property Nane: Ebenezer Crocker, Jr.
House

Indicate each itemon inventoiy formwhich is being continued bel ow

ARCH TECTURAL SI GN FI CANCE Continuei i

to the loft the house hadhadlittle change which could not be restored.

0 extreme inmportance to the overall significance of the property, isitsretention
of numerous wel | -preserved outbuildings, making i t oneof the two best preserved

farmsteads in the town.

see detail bel ow

H STCRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Cont i nued

and Hessians. Their daughter, Alice, wife of James Hardy Ropes, professor at Harvard
took it over in 1904 andnany academic visitors stayed there.

Description: outbuildings

Four contributing historic outbuildings, all of which date from the md-19th century and
all of which appear onthe 1880 County Atlas, are scattered about the fields of the
Ebenezer Crocker, Jr. House. Thesinplest is the post-1850 workshop which is a 1" story
shingled structure with no decorative detail. |t retains early 6/6 sash, but has been
moderni zed with an overhead garage door. |t contained a forge in the 19th century. O
nmore interest is the cl850 ice house with attached woodshed. Theice house portion is a
i story shingled structure whose gable roof is topped by a cupola. This center portion
is framed by 1 story v/oodshed wi ngs which retain original sw nging doors. Thelargest and
ol dest outbuilding onthe property is a cl794 barn which is a clapboarded gable roof struc-
ture with cupola. Wndows contain 6/6 sash andare headed by heavy caps. Acarriage room
was added later,during the ownership of Sanuel Hooper. Finally, a board andbatten cottage
built cl850 by Wlliam Wbb, a Scottish farmhand, exists onthe property. 1tis a smll
story gable roof structure with a symmetrical three bayfacade andlean-to roof pro-
file. Two other outbuildings that are in deteriorated condition andappear to be |ater
in date are not considered to be contributing,
see attached photographs of al | eutbuildings.

g egsy

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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NPS Form 10-900 a
(781)

United States Department ofthe Interior

Nationai Park Service For NPS iiss only
National Register of Historic Piaces received  / /"7 A/
inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Item nunnljer Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Barnstable MRA

State Barn.grahlp. Cnunfv. MA

Nomination/Type of Review Date/ Signature

31.  Building at 600 Main MwRBd iB -UM nzepper YZAYMM—ZNy AN A
Street

Attest

32.  Building at 606 Main Street IwtwiDtd 1« t3to */iTeeper ﬁ_ZfACyt-A'A'AAyA'AA3'/3 7

Attest
33. Building at 614 Main Street ~ntj.uQ m tiie (Keeper  ZZIMMANA-N .
Attest
34, Canpbel I, Collen C, [K eeper  YINAN-NANNYAN 3-/3-S/n
House
Attest
35. Canary—Hartnett House itlI T« HsvliuyKeeper
Attest
ThaTnil i« kit Z-n .
36. Chase, Lemuel B., House , - /K eeper y I'Zy
Attest
37. Codnan, Col. Charles, S*itiintlTa Hevi®jKeeper
Estate
Attest
38 Crocker, Capt. Alexander, "AAAAAA
House . . .
AN
IMNilboMi Itsister Attest
39. Crocker, Benom and lar«r»d In AAeeper
' Bar nabas, House XaUoaal a»«istor
Attest 7
40, Crocker, Ebenezer Jr., fcfaWiTe HevIAMK eeper A A 3] A oA
House

Attest  AAS AAMNNpaiy/ITICES



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Crocker, Ebenezer Jr., House (Barnstable MRA)
Barnstable County
MASSACHUSETTS '~ .
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: '
Date Due: ° /1]
_ Artion: MCCEPT
\P Are%okimission .RETURN.
e nomination by person or local government .REJECT.
im owner objection Federal Agency:
d appeal
Substantive Review: [D sample * request appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments: p yzz A yAyMJ N u A
. Recom./Criter,
1zZr Pa ani-"MeN'=fr cZ. Reviewer.
Discipline
Date n n n
uation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrertions cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Cheek one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
im good 1 ruins altered nraved date.
o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

e alterations/integrity
e dates

| 1 boundary selection
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architert
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
CU completeness

e cClarity

« applicable criteria

« justification of areas checked
O relating significance to the resource

O context

CU relationship of integrity to significance

CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title data

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet
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