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The attached property, the Lewes Historic District, reference
number 77000393 was listed in the National Register of Historic
Places by the Keeper of the National Register on 9/19/1977, as
evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of
Tuesday, February 7, 1978, Part Il, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185.
The attached nomination form is a copy of the original
documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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DEECRI!ETHE FRESENT AND OHIGINAL IIF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEAHANCE

s ——— Tt ot TV

'mo hi-to:ﬁ_.c ’d:lst.ri.ct contnin: no-t of th. nevnnl:unth—cenmry town of Lewns, toget.hu'

n “‘ R . .
: vﬁ}:.ﬁ:l aqo, the tcun extended t:an mweu Crenk to Pagan c:«k,

P avannuh Road and’ Shipcupenter Street, ' Lewes. creek has bean-

. dredged’ e'a,nké‘ the Laves and Rehoboth Canal and parts of the waterfront have been -
E: covered: by\parking lots, tennis courts, and other modarn intrusions, Qui.tu ‘early

v in Lawes!’ ‘history, a village of seafarers known as Pilot Towm daveloped to the nortl\
uE to\m alonq the craek. : . W

the y. to a ¢
'opennd uound :hu: ti.ne I.at-r in . t.ha e.lghtaenth :entm.-y“ thm uvannah" behind 'I'hird
Strnat WAS' d:uinld a.nd opened ‘for davelopwant, Fourth Street was' laid out’ in ‘the 1819
town plm,rbut\it was not yat openad. ' By 1868, when Beers!' Atlu was publiahed, the
prelent stzut ‘Plan’ had'been developed. For another fifty years the vacant lots filled
and new huildings replaced older ones. Lots were subdivided and new structures were
built whe:c none: had been. : : :

The large, two-st:ory Gnverno
: : Burton’ House (145) +inow-the vigual texninus of. second’ Street, was moved from Anqo].a
Neck’ :I.n 1825. AN later: generation moved a’ wing toe another 1ot, ‘and‘a still later genera-
tion.moved the wi.ng to Gaorgetmm. The old" doetor's office (21) ‘has been moved twice.
The process: cont::l.nual at the Histqrical SQciety enclave and elsewhere in town, The
result. of. ‘all ‘this. house-moving has been retention of an architectural heritage that
would otherwise have been lost, - Rather than raze an existing structure, to make way for
a‘new one, a Lewas puilder typically moves it to a vacant lot on the back side of town.
'I'hus, some of the older housas now stand in newer neighborhoods.

'rhe ninataem:h cnntury was r.cwaa' most vigorous period of expa.nsion ; which created The
towngcape that exists today., Except for the south end of Front and Second streets,
excluded from the nomination, Victorian Lewes has survived intact with few intrusions. i

. In the inventory that \:\oilows, 'keyed to the sketch map, each structure, site, or gfoup
of structures 1s briefly described.

P

THE STREETECAPES

Koo Mo e, D e

: The aistrict containe two blocks of Pilot Town, a linear settlement north of the original 7
i town limits at Shipcarpenter Street. The pilots' houses were built on the high ground gl
above the streat. Each lot oriqinally included a tract of the creek bank, where the %
pllot boats wera docked. _ : :
In t:dm, fhe'north end of Front Strnet is occupied Iﬁrgely by the backs of the Second g

street propettias and by modern tennis courts and parking lots on the creek side. ;

on the aouch erd, below Markat, the czeek side of Front Street retains one row of the ‘
old creek-bank maritime structures. Below the 1812 Park, modern parking lots and a ?
filling station have destroyed the original charactsr of the street.
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Ori"anchn SV RAT S cond Strut v:l.nuany taminntn ina two-:tury tranl house &th shingle

: - 814ing7(145, 84). . Tha north snd of the strest, above Mulberry, rsmains a well-kept

\ ' n-idendll district. TFrom St. Pchu"a Church southward, the atreet contains a signifi-
{ ’ cant collactien of Victorian and earlier commercial buildings. Significant intruaions ;
of modern stores caused the southeast portion of the street to be sxcluded from the i

i district, _ )

| st e ) : s !
'
!

In general, the surviving Victorian cammercial structures on Second Street are wall
kept. and havc a high preaewatiun potanthl.

Like Front Strest, the east aide of Third at e ‘Largely occupisd by the reacs of
lots on Esrond Street. The west side of Third Gtrest contains well-~kept houses,
severll of which have bean racantly rehlbili.tated.

Shipcnrpenta: su-ue., east of. 'I'hi.rd is a prosperous ‘residential district in a good
state of repli.r. The lewss Historical Bociaty enclave is here,

© e e e Mg ey a7,

West of 'rhird, shipcarpentcr streat is buut up only on the south side. The houses §
hare are smnn, typical of thc working-class houses found throughout Sussex. ;

Hulberry st:r‘ .whlch extand- from 8econrl Street eo Fourt;h Strut, is a late-Victorian
residential neighbo:hood in which some rehabilitation has been undertaken. The housas
are nost.:l.y su\an, on narrow lots; toward the west end, soma :I.arger houses are found.

)
i

Markat streac, fomrly thc main bulincn strut, b&éiﬁl at th& fomr bridge nitc on
thu cresk n.nd nxnndl vut to Frog l-lill, a high pcxnt near Fourth Street.

"
uhlong Mar):ec strut my b. seen mut of the archluctural styles and typn in tha eity.
-fht its mast end; tha. streat is ¢ommércial, Ancluding threes frame stors buildings and
Lhe elnbonte Sm:l.eh B:I.ock, an w-u as modern int.rusion:.
wut of 'mird .51;:«1:, Harl.at ‘i mouly :u.ldential, wlth the~exceptionu of tha Lehman
‘Grocery,- the t.alcphone exchangs, and the Chanticlar Reataurant, On the west end, ‘
near Fourth Street. thure is considerable rehabilitation activity. Toward Third Street,
several of t.hn proporti.n are capdidates for rehabilitation. .

PP PR ST

Chestnut Street. 1: a2 back street, occupied in part by garages or outbuildings of houses
on Market Street. _'Fhera are, however, a few houses of Victorian and earlier pericds, -

Y e e me m m———

Savannah Foed, thﬁ i%bu\:h Strest of uvarly Lewes, is now the main street r.o the Cape.
One segment has praserved itz residential character, in the vicinity of tha Zwaanendael
; Museum, Largs and ornate houses near Sscond Street, in a good state of praservation,
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it"aﬁdhaffﬁi best remnants of Victorian Lewes, Also on Savannah Road is the Governor
Burton Birthplace, an cighteanth-century buildigg that is the aesthetic focus of
Elcond Streat.

INVENTORY - LEWES HISTOREC DISTRICT: (Propertisa liiii:ed in the Survey of belawu‘c'

Historic Sites and Bulldings are identified by inventory numbers after the remarks).

No

Map Xey No.

S Frone Street
(Pilot Town Road) 5-251

_Rematku

Street No.
! 354 1
‘ 352 2
t
!
' 346 3
344 4
342 5

number 6

- — A b o s Sk o brn

T 334 7

334 8

No number 9
330

10

QUTEN ANNE AVENUE INTERSECTS
' "INTRUSION:- Modetn bungalow.

‘Friﬁé; 2~story. 5-bay, Victorian house with full-width

porch, .
Frdﬁe. 2-ﬁtory. Victorian house with a cross gable,
repeatem :Ln the ornate porch belew,

INTRUSION: 2-gtor Yo “frame honse, modern in styln, but
fenturing such local deeailn as shingle siding.

Prame, -bay, 2-story house, with gable toward street,
featuzinq fish-scale shingle slding, popular in late-
vxctOtinn Lewus.

Frnma, 2-story ‘house with gablu townrd streat, featuring
stalned-glass lights surrounding windowpanea, a rare
faature in Lewes,

INTRISION: Modern bungalow.

Frame, 2-story, victorian house with cross-gable and a
well-preserved ornate porch.

Frame, 2-story, S-bay house with a low root f-ntuting
the rudimentary pedimented lintels found on early Victorian
houses.

Frame, 2-story house with old shingle si¢inq intact,
fea*vring the same pedimented lintels, built in 1873,
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'l'-
Street No. May Xay No,

326 11
well-pruex:v "iiron !ence nnd lacy wocd verandah in a good
stnu o!! pre"wation o

324 12 elled old house.

322 13 S-hny, 2-5t ry Victorian bonu, huvily modtxnl"ed.

320 . 14 -bay, z-story Victorian houu on rust:l.cated

314 15 i su:vivl.ng ectiol thnt originally

wing of; ‘a“much older house.’ The plank house that

_once vstood in the vard is now in- the h:l.storic enclave
ebeh m, . The houn hu aluminum siding. §-229

312 16 , éstory, mansntd—toofed ‘house; superficially
moderniaod with porch enclosures and ‘siding, _

No nunber 17 l"‘ra.ma. S-bay} 2-Bto:y nousa w.i.th deep eaves returning
strongly at the gables in typical mid-nineteenth-century
‘Suasey. Caunty style. . A columned porch crosses the facade.
One of the few suxviving lLewes carriage houses stands
»on this property.

304 )8 La:qc, frm, 2—5\.ory house with L~plan, ful:uring fish-

‘scale shingle siding on the gable above the clapboard
sidil’lg.

SHIP CARPENTER STREET INTERSEC'.I.‘S

242 19 ';iii'.l"ﬁh cin er"'block bungnlow attachac‘. to 103
shipcazpe' ter Strest. s

No nurmber 20 Hocker paste brush factory, 5-311-(HAER), a small
_ frame building wieh colnposition siding. s
No number 21 014 doctor's ot‘ficc, 1—:tory, Greek-—revival bnilding

. with Victorian detailing, This building has been -
moved in for preservation from a site on Second SBtreet,
to which it had been moved from Savannah Road; S-153.
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MARKET STREET INTERGECTS o N ,
to;some historians, an’ enrly fort

Haant Street htxdgu, which
A8 huilt “An the eightaanth century, is - suppoaod to have

—e— 22

No numbey 23

M . lﬂw.
. . vivors ‘'of . a  row of storehouses that once: clusteraa around
! ) the bank ‘of Lewes Creek near. Harkec Street brldge. "§-246

‘No number 24 1812 Park: This park on'the site of-a: Lewes haLtery during
the War of 1812 contains cannon of the period and of later
‘ : ‘ -eras, No trace of the militavy site survives above ground.
i §-245. Lo Co L
No -numbep 25 Cannonball House: 3-bay, 2-story, frame house, now'a
museum,.’ The canyonball:imbedded’ in.the foundation is said
to have hean fired during the British bombardment in 1813;
s-141. . ' .

IN'rmsmN- :

v Ay S—— -

No number 26 Lawes Emporidm, a modarn'bbmme:cial building.

Sacond Street {gast sidc]

Frame, 2-story,‘nineteenth}centu:yahouﬂe gaid to stand
on; Lhe s;te of a: ‘War of 1812 a:senal: 5-223.

The town ditch, ‘now’ & stofm d:ain. ariginally hulped drain .
.the‘“sav-nnah " petwxen Third and Fourth streets, when it
waa dug durinq ‘the eighteanth century.

No number 27

No number 28

231 29 Daniel'nndney House, large,. 2-story frame house with
chingle’ siding, set on a large lot that includes the town

ditch: 5- 241.

Frama, 2—uto:y house with sningle sidinq, built in two
sectlonn, nineteenth century. .

229 30

ATt el i, et 8 st s

227 31 Primrose hounu, frame, 2-story, 2~bay; small houﬁe,
‘ typical of the smaller town houses of lowgr Delaware,

225 32

D

Hocker residance, on the property with the brush factory
(20}) a frame, 2-story, nineteenth century hcuse.

223 kK] Frame, 2-story, mansard-roofed louse,

.
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'stroo,;_ Vo, E Xey No.

S 221 34
217 35
- 215-213 a6
‘No ﬁi:.uﬁ;er kY
¥o number ag

aemarks ;

A typical exnmple of ?he 1a:ger Iate-nineteenth-century
trame housen, wi.th gahle fronting the street,; and a wide

v;.randah o ‘( -

* o
. Pn.me, 2-s|:ory. ‘mansard-roofed house with shingle siding,

discinguish-d by ‘large brackets,

F:ame. 2-ntory duplex with a cross gnble and intact,
late-Victorian porch. ;

INTRUSICN- Liquor store and parking lot,
Brick’ store building with date stona inscribed "Robert

‘Scott's Block 1885,"

PART OF MARKET ST. INTERSECTS

Nd ‘number 39

Market Houese and jail site in the middle of Mark:zt
Street; 5-240,

PART O‘#“ m.m'r,sr.. IN'I‘ERSEC‘I‘S

No numbur - ‘40 )

No' nmnber : , ii' 41

BANK STREET INTERSECTS .

No number Tt 42
242-240 43
236 44

232 45

'I'wo-story, fra.me huilding, erected in several parts,
with two store frents, .

INTRUSION: Nen-Cnlonial branch bank,

K
‘l

_Pair of 2-stary frame houses and a vacant lot between

Neill's Alley and Bank Street, on part of Major Henry

Neil] s lot.

Sacond Street " (west’ side)
T™wo frame, 2- stoxy. rnodacn houses in the traditienal
local style. .

Governor Ebe W. 'runnell House, a large, Zh-story,
frame building with a cross gable elaborately
decorated with carpenter trim; S5-227,

Mansard-roofed, 2-story frame house in a qood state
of preservation.

YORM 'AS SUMATTID TO GAMP,
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Street No. Map Ksy No.

228 46
226 Y]
 No number 48

! ‘
218 49
No nunlLer 50
No number o 51

Rmrks

Mndnrnuod tran., 2-scory house with a pent eave and
nlunimm :1ding. _

Frm, z-lt.ow huun, ninehceneh contury.

Vacam: 1ot, ‘site of onc of. tha First houses, owned during

the sighteenth century: by Elisha Burton, Rhoades Shankla.nd.

and othar well-k.nown citizens.

Ry'vu Halt House’, a 2~-story frame structu.te, probably
seventeenth century; S-158,

Site of Rav. Yilliam Becket house; now part of St.
Peter's Church cemetery.

st. Peter's Church and site of Sussex County Court
Housa; S«168,

!
il MARRET STREEY INTERSECTS_

No number " 52
) .
: No number . 83
. 23 Y 54
D 224-120 By
No numbar ' 56
boo114 57
; No numbeyr 58
i
| 104 59
No number 60

IHTWJS.ION.“".Ianey of the Swans Hotel - site of Caleb
Rodnay %tore; §5-242,

sunex 'rrust: Ccmpany, a stone—faeed bank huilding with
ornnte detan. :

INTR&J&ICH: Bill's TV, a mode:nized huuding.
INTRUSIOH: Pouble store building.

Masonic Tumpla, a larga early-twantieth-‘cantury,
2-atory cnmetcinl and frat:ernal huildinq.

Nondescript cownercial buuding. ‘

walsh Building, an ornate Victorian, Z-Btory, brick
commerical building, containing a supermarket on
the firat floer..

INTRUSTON: Brick, two-astory, modern residence.
Large, 2~story frame dwelling, with well—préserved

‘Victorian trim,

SAVANNAH ROAD INTERSECTS

s

'rh:i.rd Street (ea&t gide)

The east side of Third Street is occupled by outbuilding
behind properties on Second Strest and the sideg of
propsrties on the cross streats.
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. S : !
Street No. Map Key Ho. Ranuu:kl
ird strmt (west: lldt)
'301 61 ' Frama, 2 ntory bousc. £omer1y a stou, at the corner ' !
. of 'I'hird and shipcarpenter. hvavily remodalled.

326 62 'I-‘rm, 2-st;o:y house. wit:h mansard roof and n wall-

i _executed carpenter-gothic porch, L
| N¥o number 63 ‘Small, frame medical office, said to have boq movod :
i from the bank of lLawes Creek. The wing is modern;
} 5-159, - v _ {
. 316-2320 64 INTRUSION: Two modern bungalows. :
: No number 65 Frame, 2-story house with well-preserved victorian

1 porch.

' MULBERRY STREET INTERGECTS . .

216 66 Ashlar stuccoed, 2-story, early twentieth~century ¢
house, with delicate detail on the downspout leader |
boxes., ' !

No number 67 Frame, 2-story, 3-bay Victorian house - recently

S remodelled and covared with handsplit shingle siding.
' 208 68 Frame, 5-bay, 2-story Victorian house with a cross :
’ gable and a well-preserved porch. . {
. HARKET STREET INTERGECTS :
‘ No numbar 69 iNTRUSION: Modern beauty parlar, ;
No number 70 014 firehouse. )
CHESTNUT STREET INTERSECTS :
‘i 108-114 71 Pow of four frame, 2-story, nineteenth-century houses, :
1 one of which is a shoe store, i
: 3
l B
i SAVANNAHM ROAD INTERSECTS !
! ' ]
1 i
! i
3
1 FORM As suBMITED 10 Oy,
4
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stmt Jlo. -‘, ﬁlg nz Ho.
1

o nuﬁcr ! 72
-‘l!c' mllbera 73
311—313 74

MILBERRY STREET INTERSECTS

I3 v
207-211 75

420-422 76
NO numbar 77

5T, FAUL STREET INTERSECTS
302 78

it
MULBE"RY STREET m’rzmm

214 79
212 80

R ALt A P Akt At e gt o Ak A A b hn st e Aem s mem =

Femarks

Zwaanendael Huuum, bu:l.lt 1932 to.commemorate the ﬁ.rst
Dutch colony at; wtmrakin. The bailding repeats the style
of the Town at Hoom, Holland; 5~143.
i
chur'.h stuet
{between Mull mlben' n.nd Market)

The on.‘l.y proper\:.lea !ront!.ng on this street are two

modern hungnlauu, one on each side of the street.
Fourth Streat {nast side)

INTRUSION: Three modern bungalowa,

Two small, 2-story, frame ninetsenth-century houses.

-y

Two frame, 2-story Victorian houses, retaining
original trim.

Fourth Street (west side)

R

Two, small, story-ani-a-half frame houses,
Prame. chapel, considerahly modernized with new siding.

Frame, 2-story house, standing in a block-wide lot.

ifrm, S~bay, Z-story houne.

N 'f:o..niuua Burton House, a 3-bay, 2-story, frame
hcmu with a lower side wing, moved about a century
igu from ESecond Street (See #34); 5-248.
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210

202

106

No number

HNo number

209-234

81

82

83

85

86

AR

THID STREET INTERSECTS

305
307
309
)5
312
No number

a1
No numbar

ClewSan

a7
88
89
90
91
92

93

dootbAdE

betl:er houses . built on'the Delaware ahore during

Athe p‘riod. A gable fronts the street.

Hiram Burton Houae: 2-sbory. trame. aheathcd with

_ -hingles, said to )Se e:l.ghtannth century; 5-232; £-156,
Lawag Hintotical Society enclave - incluﬂing: the

Purton-Ingram House, 11-147, formerly on Sacond Street;
the ‘Rabbit's Ferry House, 5-146; a plan house from the
Orton property (Sea #15), S-157; and a country store
from Thompsonville, S-148.

INTRUSION: Two modern bungalows.

INTRUSIONs Modern bungalow.
th. 2-".0:7. qnbh-f::mt houce,
th, 2--tory. -bay houn. :
Imuszuh Modern tmngal.w. .
Gahle—front trm, Z-Itory hou;u. .

mwsmm Et. Gmrgn's MB. c&mrch. an exanple of
rusticated cement block used effectively.

" INTRUSION: Two modern hunguwl. .

Row of four small ninatssnth-centuty houses; all frama,
2-story, typical of low-income housing in the region.
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No number 95

216-214 96

Mulberry Street (north side) 7
Bo&rd-ahd-b#iten,. single-story commercial building;
recently moved to the site from across the street.
Frame double house, 2-story, moved from Thixd and

Market streets. This is said to be tha Mathodist
Chuzrch of 1790; S5~224.

THIRC STREET INTERSECIS

3oe 97
ﬁld a8
316-336 929

'Ba"il'e'y‘ &t"ﬁé'st House: ‘a frame, 2-story, 2-bay house
on a large lot; 5~170. There is a small 2-story house
on the rear of the lot.

Frame, 2-story, heavily modernized, with a pent eave.

A group of seven 2-story frame houses,  including examples
of carpentar-gothic porches, a cross-gable, and one modern
house (336) with a hip roof and garden at the corner of
Fourth Street.

FOURTH STREET INTERSECTS

No number 100

213 101

THIRD STREET INTERSECTS

Nc number 102
305 103
307 104

Peme et e leet A e b o At A w1 ) . — e W ———— & . cmat

Mulberry Street (south side)

Frame parish house on & cement block foundation; part
of the 5t. Petar's Church complex,

‘Victozian. A-ntory frame hbuse, ownad by St. Petex's

Church = the "Alfred and Ruley Bart Memorial.*

Iiﬁ"msxom Hodn-u bungalow.

Frame, 2-story, S-bay house with a well-detailad
Victorian porch, and a particularly notewcrthy front
door.

Frame, 2-stoxry, 3-bay housa with a finely-executed porch

"and one of th: few frosted cut-glass doors in Lawes.
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Street No

- MHE KGY No.

09
nl

313

315
317

105
106

107
108
109

CHURCH STREET INTERSECTS

325

327
329-331
N

337

110

11l
112
113

114

FOURTH STREET INITERSECTS

No number

No number
308-310

3127
316-318

115

116
117

18
119

Rmn’:kl

Prumq, gable-t‘:unt, 2-gtory houu with light, lacy trim,

Frame, z-utoxy, _ -bay houge with original Victorian
poreh :lntact, but pa.ruy convertad to commercial use.

Purnell Norman chse. a low l-story housa, probably
eighteanth cer...m:y: 5§-225,-

Frame, 5-bay, 2-story house, with a new porch.

Former IOCF Hall, a 2-story frame building, with Greek-
ravival detailing, gable facing Mulberry Street. INTRISION:
There iz & modern brick bungalow in the side yard.

Former Methcdist Church, most recently a paint store,
2-story frame with an upstairs auditorium,

Frame, 2-story, 3-bay housa with shingle siding.
INTRUSION: Pair of modern bungalows.

0ld frame, 2-story house, with brick-like tarpaper
covering.

Frame, 3-bay, 2-story house.

mket Strect {north side)

F:dm, 2-ltory house with & lower side wing, ha\'inq
shingle siding; 8-172.

Frame, suall, l-story housa.

Large,’ frame, 2-sto:y Victoriasn duplex with a fun-
width veranda, originally a farmhouse.

Frame, 2-%tory, 3-bay houss.

Framm, 2-.t_ory. Victorian duplex.
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320-322-324 120 De w::lf Houuus & group of mnll, oar1y~ninetaenth-
century houses standtng on the ground that was formerly
the publie squarae, which later belonged to St. Peter's
Church. The publi¢ ground included all the properties
on this side of Market Street, between Second and Fourth
streets; S-233.

326 121 Frame, 2-atory, narrow ninetannth-:entu:y house, with
large dentil cornice.
! 328 122 Lehman Grocery: a large, 2-story, frame store building,

! still used for its original purpose.

CHURCH STREET INTERSECTS

it s g p ot et " v

330 123 Frame, ona-and-a-half-story cottage, with a pair of _
¢rose gables; one of the few cottaga-style houses
in Lewas.

336 124 Frame, 2-story, 3-bay house. y

338 125 Large frame, 2-story Victorian housa, with very largs I
porches, i

340 126 Mansard-roofed, frame, l-story house, on a high by

‘ foundation. , 1
: 346 127 Frame, 2-story house with a cross-gable and a large

vearanda, now a restaurant, Next to this house on
the west is a vacant lot.

FOURTH STREET INTERSECTS

=y
EP A

I . 406 148 !'rme.!-utary. Vié‘totilﬁhﬂuu with a cross-gable
and full-length porch.
- Market Strest (south side)
109 128 . frame, 2-xtory store bullding, with a large awning '
"~ over the sidewalk,
SECOND & THIRD STREFTE INTERSECT

=

¢ g s
Py s e o

No numbar 129 INTMUSION: Row of threw rusticated cment-hlock
houses, with a belt course of delicate cement-block

t'.cmo
JoRl Ab SUBWITTED 1O OARP.
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Street No.

309-307 130
311-327 13
331-329 132

Map Ksy No.

ORR_STREET INTERSECTS

133
134

No number
3319-345

FOURTH STREET INTERSECTS

150 405
149

No number 138
318 136
130-332 137

LI PR PN

411-412

: RQI’M!’RS

' Frama, 2-story duplex,

INTRUSION:

. Market Strect (continued)

Im'ms:;mz Brick, 3-story, twentieth-century duplex.

A row of eight, 2-story, Victorian houses; sevaral

‘with well-preserved carpenter—gothic tedim.

Large, 2-story frame house, with a mansard roof,

Telephona axchange. '

Arow of four, ‘large, turn-of-the-century houses, each
with a large veranda and distinective, shaped a‘hinglu.
The central unit of the group, the double house at 341-
343, was built in 1901, with several aifferent ghingls

motifs,

story-and~a-ha1£'frame housa, with a 1arge central
chimney,: one of tha. West family housos, probably
eighteanth century; §-247,7-

Two frame, . 2-sto:y, Victarian houses, surrounded on two
sides by Besbe Hospital parking lots, and on' the other
sides by Market Street and Vickers Avenue. Both build-
imgs are in a good state of preservation.

Chutnut sr.rut (north side)

‘.l"hil ltuc': is luqaly ccmponed of the rears of
pProperties on Market Etrest.

INTRUBION: Cemant contractor's yard.
Tv.ntieth-ctntury frama, gabh-fxont, z-utory house.
4-bay front.
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f ORR_STREET iNTERSECTS
Z Ho numbex 133 INTRUSION: Telephone exchange .
;' 146~-348 138 Frame, -2-story duplex with a well-preserved carpenter ;
i gothic porch. H
L ]
2 Cheatnut: Street (south zide) :
, 311 139 gmall frame, l-story house, said to ba ‘very ola, \
. bul: much altered. Voo B
3 313 140 Small. frama, 2-—sto:y house, with the low sacond story
typic.al of smaller rental properties in the region,
; *'Savannah Rosd (north side)
: 210 141 Large, 2-story frame house, with exceptionally
: elahorate trim and a semi-detached gazebo on thu :
i .‘ porch. . i
i : 212 141 P:ame. 2~-story hause, with wall-preserved Victorian ‘ .
1 ! trim. {
f '  THIRD STREET INTERSECTS ;
d | . NP i
;' : No numbex 143 Zmaamendaell Cluh, formerly Sussex Trust c::mpany: a .‘,
! : . small brick ‘bank building, one story high, with 1
g elaborate brick trim.
;  304-318 144 A group of aix, frame, 2-story houses = all built 4
;. 1 ‘around the.turn of:the century - retaining wmost of !
ff their original features. i
y. - Savannah Road (south side) S i
g 13 145 ~  Governor Burton birthplace, A large frame house, ]
, . with shingle siding, built 1789 and mewved to Lewes {
L from Angola Neck in 1825; S-226, ¢
i :
£ y ;
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THIRD STREET INTERSECTS

No number 72 Zwaanendael Museum; S-143.

No numbar 146 Town park.
313-315 147 Pair of small frame, 2-story, early-nineteenth-century

houses, currently undergoing renovation.
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: : Vries Palisade’ ‘monument'and, by the zwaanen‘ &l ‘Museim(72) . *

However, today the toun:ie-d stinguished primnrily*for its strnets of ell-preserved
‘victorian houses," of which' more’ than‘a hundred ‘survive. Architectur 'of ‘earlier perioda »
iswell: zepresented‘f;onveying a sénse of continuity. ‘The town plan d'dcwn"before ‘
. 1680 has ‘been. preserved, includinq tha broad ‘streets as. uriginally suxveyed. .Sifice’ its
beginninq, Lewen has'heen a center for marine-related -industries such as ahipbuilding

-+ and; fishinq, whicn coutinue to the present. Since the seventeenth’ century, the military
presence has alwuys been a factor in rewes history. Since it was county ‘seat and port,
Lewes first rose to prominence as Deluware's sacond town after New Castle during the ;
colonial nerind, but declined for a time when .the _county seat was removed in 1790.

Hhile evidence of the various pericds can he seen throughout the city, most of ite
heritage awnits the hxstoricul archaeologist. . .. .

3' ) -
'I'he seventeenth—centui—'y settlers in the Leues townsite represented a number of trades.
anluding a hntter,"d'brickma?er, gsevaral shlpwriqhts, fur traders, ‘a tanner,’and’
merchante.:'Surviving land racords make it possible to. pinpoint’ the industrial sites,
ag well as the regidences ‘of the first settlers, who clustered- along Front and Second
streets. "' Because’ the town is =0 well documented for its earliest periods, it offers‘a

good' specimen site for the, archaeological intarpretation of seventeenth and eighteenth
century matarial culture, :

\‘. ! i i . ‘
Y well-documented diversity of tradeu, ethnic origins, religion, and social statue
should be rafle:tad 1n the ground by a wide range of differing artifact asaemblnges.

o

s!.nco tha "savannah" behlnd ‘rhird Streit was not. reclaimed. a.nd opened for settlement R
- until late in the eighteenth ‘century, the matesials from earlier periods should be

segragated in a narrow strip along the bank, imland to a short distance behind Third
sr.reet. )

\ H | . o ¢ . . . . - N
-Along the creek benk nt Mnrket street, the colonial fort wnuld be an important ‘site,
since no eighteenth-century military site has ever been excavated on- the. Delmarva
peninsula., Militia fortifications of this type do not.appear frequently in the
archaeological literature, which abounds in large gsarrison forts and battlefield
redoubts,

4
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One probleu posed for the archaeologiat by the Lewes toWnaite is the assimilation of
various groups into the conmunity. Since the settlers ineluded both Duteh and’ English.
and since. the relationships ‘between the two natiunalities was not as strained on the
Delaware as in New York, cultural amalgamation may have been more rapid here than
elsewhere. . .

tror the archaeologist of industry, the shipyazd and the brickyard offer interesting .

) prospects.

Architectural Significance ‘ ; S

S e

Like Cape Hay,incrosn the Bay, Lewes 15 dlstinguished by a rich heritage ‘of frame
victorian buildings. " all 'the styles of decorated damestio ‘architecture current between
1850 and the early decades of the’ hwantieth century ‘are found in Lewes,

4v

The last. half of the nineteenth oentu:y was a period of economic ana populat1on ex-
pansion in Lewa-. CTwo railroad‘lines, a government installation and increased demands
for pilots to guide more -and larget ships up.the Bay, prumpted the construction of
quality new’ huildings in the latest styles.

.: : N

Mnnsard oofed houses riehly decorated in the second«empire style are found throughout

‘the: diatrice. The small, one=story’ example ‘at. 340 Market street (126) is perhaps the

;best preserved. ‘The: mansnrd-roofed ‘double house at 331-329 Market (132) is the largest

‘of the genre in town. Most are narrow, three-bay, two-story houses with their narrow

ends toward the street, as found at 223 Second Street (33), 217 Second Street . (35), and
232 Second Street (45). , .. .

The gtoup'ofastylusflocelly called "Queen Annn,“ chrrent around the turn of the’ century.
brought the traditional Sussex County’ shinglo siding to its highest level of ; dovalopmant.
For, ahout tuo generations, lewes carpenters created’ a rich’ vnriety, using commercdal and
home-made’ shaped shingleu. The .double, house ‘at 341-343 MarKet Street, and its neighbora
either side (134}, exhibit the widest variety in town. - Later: versions, by now some-
what less xuberant, ‘may be seen in the large houses at 346 Pilot Town Road {3) and 106
shipcarpente: Strea: (83). , R

PR . ‘L -

Most’ oE the shinglo siding in Lawes in,,howevar, the trnditionai\form that still is
being uzed occauionnlly.' The Ryves- Holt House {49) may be ' the uldest example.. Unfortu-

-nltely, the art of shingle nhenthing is auccumbing to cheaper” composition shingle siding.

The older shingles are long’, with as much as two feut of exposure, butt nailed. Newer
specimens are shorter, with less than a foot of exposure,  Cypress was common in earlier
shingle siding, giving way to. Iocal red cedar and finally to Western cedar as local
forests became d-plotcd. ‘
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‘Host o£ the dwallings innthigdistrlct?ara4typica1'1oca1-sty1e houses,.two—story. thxee )

L or" fiVe bays'wida, with the ridqe runninq parallel to the. street They are: invariably_

,[wi;h.gew variations. thxi form Qf house wns bui1t in: Delawate for more than two 'centuries.
‘Over a hundred are- found in the "aistrict;- the humbler ones haVE a 1ow sacond story with
small “lie—on-your-stomach" windows upstairs.: . : i

Tha po:ches of thesa vd%nacular houses'arewtheir princigal“claig to. architectural pre-
tensu. - With-the, introduction oE tha scroll saw and the" duplicating lathe Lewes hcusea
began: to' exhibit richly-decor ed porches-acrass ‘the- full width of - the: Eronts. ‘EBven ..
servants® houses. such’ aa tha .ones” on’ Shipcarpenter street’ (94) " spo:ted.scme scrollwnrk
and turnings.; In: Lewes, .ane” may ‘sea the- full range of development .from the. restrained
- Greek-revival trim on-330 Harket street (123), to the elaborate high—Victorian on Pilot
Town noad (2 B, 11)._“'-- . . ) S

whether by desxgn or by a’ lack of the moderniaingrimpnlse, Lewes homeowners hava failed

by and la:ge tu follcw the - current trend toward destriction of Victorian porchcs.;x-;..
: "A'r - .f PRI - .

9 faw axamples of eightecnt century architecture surviv in.the disttict to convey
some. idea of Lewes' ‘earliest pe:iod.» The Ryves Holt' Houae {49), ‘the . Bailey Art West
House (97}, and the Cornelius Burton: House (80) are remnants of a period when Lewes
houses were typically small f:ama st:uctuxes, with severnl outbuildings. ’ _ .
‘ Vi A RERTE i

A wida range of ccmmercial and public architecture can’ be found in:the district.. The
small’ ‘shops’ on: -the . cxeek bank’ (23), the Lehman Grocery (122}, and the old doctor s
'offica (21)," ‘represent’ a tradition ‘of, frame.. commercial structurea, often containing
'the proprietor' dwelling or built adjacent to it.

S

.:On Second Stxa t may\be aeeA aoma of the few masonry buildings in tour, built to house
. chmmercial enterpriSes as Lewalrenjoyndwa period of prosperity..late in.the nineteenth
eentury., The - 1itt1e ona-mun shops gave ‘way .to- pratentioua business blocks, . ‘and’ the_
proprietora moved to’ ncwly-devaloping residential districcs. .The south end of - Second
street, always the; center of trade, acquirnd a. significant’ ‘collection of commercill )

structures. notably Robert Scott's Block (38), the Walsh building {58), and the ‘second
“Sussax Trust building (53). _ _
Public nrchitectura in thu district, ttill viaibla nbov; ground. ranges Ezom the simple
frama first firehouse (70) to the alaboxatc zwaanendael Museum (72). St. Peter's .
thurch, a restrained neo-gothic structure,. and the 1870 Methodist Church {110) are the
principal ecclesiastical buildings in the district.
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'fIn the-ni 1e;of Harket street is a 1a:ge frame store huilding (39), . said ta. be built
arnund\parts of ‘the aiqhteenth-century jail: and market house. ‘' If so, it is pzobahly '
tha olﬂest public buzldina 1n Sussex.

"Communitx Planning 3._ w{‘;. J> .

- 'uha— s _,,‘

.- - . - . Ll B ; ! K .

f\D 1n9 the latar: years of the s-venteenth Len 0 col ial“governments ttempted to3
- decree the erectxon of towns\at strahegic points along the’ cnasts. vitainiu, Maryland,
‘and North Carolina periodically pas:ed town acts: for the " better regulation of trade.-

"Tha. dispersad settlE)E, with. large grants almost theirs for_the takxng, seldom reaponded _'

to the Iure of'towu life.r "'\". o

Lew;s was éne such agislated town that succeeded.
thut‘d toun was to, ne\erected, and thatleach landowne n the district was' to erart ‘a
housa there. Edmund~Cantuall laid out the town ‘along’ whOtakill in lots’ 5ixty Laet wide
“and’ tuo hundred feat dLep, divided by streets also sixty feet wide. on” the shere, at -
-the center, was a fort. Behind Lhat wags a market squara, ccuxt house square, and four‘
aczes of open gzound ) . Lo o ) o
il N L :. o .
The county court attempted to-segregate functiona. placing the tanyard on a stream in
hack of the town, the ~ghip yards on. tha ‘creek bank, and businesses on the front lots.
The :soundness of this planning is’ rcflected by the fact that Lewes today retains the
'elemants of the original plan, even thcugh none of the original huildings survive,

Industrial signifi' ée ';_‘ o 'f=\ .-

o T '".. .o i

. For the induntrial archaeologist, Lewas ofrers several opportunities. Tha Hocker
) ;pastv hrush fnctory.,atill operating onxrront straet (20), has: recently been docu-
_ mentad. by’ the Historic:American Engineering Record,. In the: q:ound, there should ‘be
remnants of, shipyardu and - attendant industries that flourished during the seventesnth
. ang aightuenth centuries.  In 1682, there were tvo vessels on the stocks in Lewes;
'bont building has continued to the prusent. . .

e ...‘\

The brick yard 1ready LFSTLY 1n tha 1630'3, may hnve been the source of the small,
-?ycllov “Dut:h“ brickl found fraqu:ntly on local archaeological sites, It lay in the
. town; and may yet yield valuable data on the hiutozy of an industry that has been

inadnquately studied in this country.

. ilita;! Significlnci

Coastal defense, the primary theme of Delaware military history, has been a factor

in lLewee history from the heginning. : !
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¢ 3 dic ra the mouthrof Delawara}Bay,,th: Leues area “has
bedn fortitied intermittenkly'since David Pietersen de. Vries planted his’ ill-fated

_ During"the;wur of‘lelz, batteries aleng Lewes Creek returned the fire of ‘a, small “British
squadron,” /Fort Miles, butlt in 1941 on Cape Henlopen, is the newest coastal defense
inntnllation.,which ig:now being converted into a state park as military units gradually

“'close their £acilitles there.‘ qf'

Lewes wa establiahed to be a- county town and potr of” entry. Aa the county seat and
only sizéable town:in Sussex before 1790, it vas the hcme of many important leaders

iF . fp‘*—,. ’ "
Lewes;has;been the cme;of:gix,governors. David Hall (1802-1805"‘Dan1e1 Fodney“‘
(1814-1817), Caleb’ Rodney (1822-1823), Samuel Paynter (1824-1827}/, " Dr.- Joseph Maull
{1846, and Ebe W. funnell.. (1897—1901).- in addition, Guvernor William Burton (1859=-
1863) was’ horn in n house near Angola that wan moved by his brother to Lewes in 1825,

, g

:'lJ‘/)il 3 A rz,-,“

The ﬁu;ei of aame of thcso governors still stand in!the distric “- Ebe Tunnell‘ is
by; farwtha gtandest (44), which he is supposed to have enlntged ‘for social functions
sduring’ his, campnign.: Governor Burton's bir*hplace (145), significant primarily for
its*importance at-the visual texminus "of Second Streat. is now being restored to its
1789 condition. Daniel Rodney's house (29) by the town ditch still stands in.a’'¢:od’
’state of. preservution, but only -the door rzmains of Caleb Rodnay 5 building at Sacond
“and faa:ket (sa) .

“.
Pt

Chiét Justiceinyves ‘Holt (49), CQngressman Hiram Burton (84), Mujor Henry Naill cf
washington 8 "Flylng Camp" (42). and other leaders of local importance lived in'the
district.

(A

Ruligious significanca - - o ,' 7‘ ” - L ;

- - _(

N ;.

LT »-* AN L . \r'
Hajor figuren in Amn:ican religious history ate clasely nssociated with Lewes.
Cornelius Plockhoy, Gcorgc Whitefield, Freeborn Gerretson, and Francis Asbury, all
worked 'in Lewes. From its seventesenth-century beginnings, Lewes was a haven for
religious minoritie-, including Jews, one of whom became sheriff, : i
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Plockhey “Was- among ‘the- firsf‘lot holdet ot leettle between Frent and Second ‘streets
before 1682, /- In.1693, old and blind, Plockhoy sold his'1oFs ‘and’ ‘moved” tt- Germantown,
~where, a new generetion of Mennnnite settlers. took him. inl . NoLhing is known of
Ploekhoy and ‘his follewers during hhe neaxly two decades between 1664 and ISBZH
A ‘ K

ie ,’one ef the fcznders of Americen Methedism, preached a*rLewee An
‘I 1o yenre ‘later,’ he establisred a Methodist society there; much’ tofthe;diemay
of Reverenﬁ William Beeket, the’ Anglican rector. Becket denounced whitefield and
his $craz"tfallowers,? but they. apparently gained converts.‘ Accordingifo Becket.
Whiteﬁiald”d:ew a cruwd of between 1400 and 1500 for:a eermon dn 1740. he-Methodist
Society! Lewes disbanded shortly_thezeafter. "Freeborn: Ga:;etson wae{harassed when
he tried to preach at the court hotse in 1779, but ning" years- laeer, ‘the, first Metho-
dist meeting ‘hotise, An Lewes- WAS built west of town. About- 1790. the Methodiste built’
" the firut Bethel Methodist Chutch ‘at” Third and Market streets, across’ from St. Peter's.
The huilding (96)' 8till stands on another site, one of the few churchas still stand-
ing that is directly associated with Francis asbury, who preached there.

Transgortetion significance } : [ , o

i - 'a" * PR ;
Becauee of its lccation at the mouth of . Delawere Bay, maritime tranepott hae been -2
dominant, theme in the History of Laves, nuring the. eighteenth century, ‘the" lighthouse
‘on Cape Henlopen was built. by Philadelphia interests to praotect Delaware Bay shipping.
"For the game purpora, prampted by the same financial intereets, two massive stone o
b:eakweters were built during the nlneteenth century 1n Lewes Harhox. The breakwaters
have been neminated. - . . - . :
The pilots ‘who quidc ships up the Bay have 1ived in Lewes since Lt was estahliahed.
Along Pilot Town Road they built their houses facing Lewes Creek and the Bay. The
lucrative pilot business over’ the years hns left its mark cn the eity -] erchitecture.

[ ' \

Two reilrnada ~ The Quean, Anne and tre Junetion and Breakwatet - eought durinq the
later years of the nineteanth’ cantury to develop a purt at Lawes, but both lines
--eventually. failed in that purpose, The Junction and Breakwater still operates as
part cf the former Penn-Central gystem, serving industries on the Cape. .
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‘The government nttéﬁp -d to devalop a po::t at u-wes on tha ;ron Fier, a sc:ew-pnc.
t structure in the harbor begun around 1870. It was neaver co:npluted, although nearly
2,000 faat of structure was built over two decades. . _

hwas Craek, novw part of the busy Lewes and Rehoboth Canal, has always been the
town's connection to the sea. Today, pleasure boats 1line both shores .in. greater
numbers than ever before. A waterfront complex, the Ellis Marine’ group, survivesz
! in the district as a reminder of the days when the creek bank was filled with
commercial structures. Even during the reventeenth century, lots on the bank were
set aside for cowmmercjal and shipbuilding purppnses, and dwellings were prohibited.
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from. theicanterlina offCheatnut: street“}fto{the cénteriine Y 35 :
boundnryvfollow:&v he¥centerline; of: Mm 3 X ’-:southwest(to njpnim:ugibou
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of Shipca:penter Shreet (PaTk’ Avem.ie) .2 Then;’ wi.th the: centerlina nf shipcnrpentex
St:reet, ‘the boundary extends to’ the\can "of - the . intersection of: Ship upente: ‘and
Third ‘Strests.’ ‘Frem ‘this” interaaetion the boundary follaws the’ centerl:lne of .Thira
Street northwesterly te'a: point about 250 feet from’ shipca:penter Street, the’lot

line of the" Lewes H:lstor.{cal Society enclavc. “thence,’ following . the' bmndary 6f the
l-listnrical SOcJ.ety and’ the ‘adjacent property norl:heast:erly about 250 feet, the. Lm_nduy
reaches the rear lot’ ‘1ine of the property at 314 Front Straet. 'l'henr.'e, along the rear
lot lines of 314, 320, 322, and 324 Front Street, the boundary proceeds in a north-
westerly direction to the side line of 326 Front Street. The boundary:then follows

the side line of 326 Front Street tn the extreme southern cornex of tha property.
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