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Historic Kame Gott House 

Use: Present 
res iden ta i l 

Or ig ina l r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1702(?) - 1730 

Source visual analysis 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric clanboard 

Outbuildings 20rh c. potting shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) hall 
house to SW added mid-ISth c. 

Condition good 

Koved "o Date n/a 

Acreaoe under 1 acres 

Set t ing o f f Granite Ave i n isolated se t t ing 

on road to Halibut Point 

Z E N  

•TM REFERENCE 19 / 366-350 / 4727-150 

QUADRANGLE Rockport 

1/25:000 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Univers i ty 

Date June 1986 
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CcECTunity: Form No: 

ROCKPORT 29 

Property Name: Gott House 

Indicate each item on Ln\'entOTy foim which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Samuel Gott House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, l o c a t i o n , workmanship, 
f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I n i t s plank frame, o r i g i n a l s i n g l e - c e l l plan, 
and continued use of the exposed and decorated summer or t i e beam i t 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t 
meet C r i t e r i o n C. I t s r o o f i n g however suggests a Second Period date, ' 
which places the house among the smaller number of t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t 
Period t o Second Period houses of some undetermined date between 1702 and 
c. 1730. I t s plank frame and 23" j o i s t spacing r e i n f o r c e a possible date 
i n the f i r s t quarter of the eighteenth century, despite the undecorated 
character of other framing members. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Gott House i s a gambrel roofed cottage and i s constructed w i t h plank 
w a l l s . The o r i g i n a l p a r t on the east i s three bays wide and two rooms 
deep w i t h the f r o n t room l a r g e r than the rear room. A two bay, one room 
deep a d d i t i o n was added to the west i n the mid 18th century. Being 
narrower, the a d d i t i o n lacks the rear slope of the gambrel r o o f . The 
lobby and chimney are i n the center bay f l a n k i n g the f r o n t rooms. The 
shingled e x t e r i o r has Second Period vernacular s t y l e t r i m i n the form of 
multi-paned sash windows and a simple doorway. There are 2 dormer windows 
i n the f r o n t slope of the r o o f . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Exposed framing i s v i s i b l e throughout the o r i g i n a l , eastern-most 3 bays. 
The transverse summer beam i n the right-hand room has f l a t chamfers 1 1/4 
inches wide and lamb's tongue stops a t the p a r t i t i o n w a l l , but not at the 
f r o n t w a l l . The c o n t i n u a t i o n of the summer beam i n the rear room i s f l a t 
chamfered. Other beams exposed i n the rear room have narrow f l a t 
chamfers. I n the rear room a l s o , c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the plank w a l l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , braces are exposed on the west w a l l . I n the lobby, the 
o r i g i n a l end g i r t i s rabbetted to receive planks, but planks have been 
removed t o a l l o w access to the added west room. 

Upstairs, framing of the gamt^rel roof c o n s i s t s of r a f t e r s f o r the upper 
and lower roof slopes, s t r u t s betvjeen lower r a f t e r and t i e beam, p u r l i n g s 
and cross beams at the j u n c t i o n of the upper and lower r a f t e r s . The space 
below the cross beams, f i n i s h e s l i v i n g space, r e t a i n s e a r l y p l a s t e r and 
l a t h . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The added west room r e t a i n s f i n e Second Period f i n i s h : r a i s e d f i e l d 
paneling .on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l , r a i s e d - f i e l d paneled dado on the rear w a l l 
and a corner cupboard w i t h arched, paneled door. 

S t a p l e t o InventoTv f orm at DOttorn 
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