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Wtten John Watson a??rjtved £n Hiram, tyaj^ne, Jtn 1778, fresh from service 
in the American Revolution, he constructed a crude house on the banks of 
the Saco River. Seven years later this dwelling was swept away in the 
Freshet of 1785. Watson then moved eastward to a safer location and 
erected a more substantial home. The handsome late-eighteenth-century 
house which he built has survived intact to become the oldest structure 
in the Hiram region.

Situated on a gentle rise, the Watson House has a granite foundation, 
is rectangular in shape, and stands two stories high with a hipped roof 
which meets at a large brick central chimney. A hipped roof house with 
a central chimney arrangement is rare in Maine. What few eighteenth 
century hipped roof homes there are in Maine usually have a double chimney 
arrangement which allows for a central hallway.

With the exception of the foundation, the Watson House is of frame 
construction and is sheathed in clapboards. The facade or south wall 
displays the classic five bay symmetry so often found on eighteenth^ 
century houses. On the first story the central bay contains a Federal 
style doorway, which is probably an early nineteenth century replacement 
of the original. The door is flanked by sidelights with a recessed 
rectangular panel below them. A broad louvered fan extends over both the 
door and its adjoining sidelights. On either side of the doorway is a 
pair of windows with twelve-over-twelve sash. The second story facade 
contains a series of five symmetrically placed windows, each also having 
twelve-over-twelve sasn. One window appears above the doorway, while 
the two flanking pairs are placed over their first story counterparts.

The side or east and west walls of the Watson House have been altered 
slightly in recent years to accommodate the addition of Colonial Revival 
wings. Originally, the first story of the east wall contained a window 
and a door. While the window remains near the southeast corner of the 
wall, the door has become the passageway into the east wing. Adjacent 
to this wing is a one and a half story shed which originally stood un­ 
connected to the house. The west walls originally had two first story 
windows, the rear one of which was altered to become the doorway for 
the west wing. Both the east and west walls have two second story windows 
The rear or north wall has five windows on the first story and three on 
the second. Like the facade, the side and rear windows have twelve-over- 
twelve sash.

The interior of the Watson House is organized around the massive 
central chimney. Behind the front door is a small hallway and staircase 
which winds its way up to the second floor in front of the chimney. On 
either side of the hallway is a large front room with a fireplace on 
the inside wall. Behind these rooms is a long kitchen with its large 
open fireplace. The second story contains four major bedrooms, two at 
the front of the house and two at the back. All of these rooms retain

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. Description 1.

their fireplaces. Simple but handsome eighteenth century and early Federal 
style woodwork is present throught the house.

The John Watson House is the embodiment of eighteenth century Georgian 
architectural ideals expressed in the forthright terms of rural New England, 
The artful simplicity of its rational design continues to please the eye 
after the passage of nearly two hundred years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The oldest dwelling in Hiram and a fine example of Georgian architetur 
the John Watson takes on added significance as the abode of one of the loca 
pioneers who, in the years after the Revolution greatly expanded settle­ 
ments in southern Maine.

John Watson was born in 1750 and apparently came with his family 
as a child from England to America where they settled in the Town of 
Arundel (now Kennebunkport). Watson served in the Continental Army 
in the early years of the War of Independence. His wife Mary gave birth 
to a son in Arundel on Sept. 6, 1778 shortly after which the family moved 
to a part of Brownfield now in the Town of Hiram.

Watson built a rude home on the banks of the Saco River where he 
lived until 1785 when an unusually high spring flood swept away his home. 
Undaunted, he selected a new sight on higher ground east of the river 
and built the finely proportioned structure standing today.

Little is known about John Watson's later years except that one may 
deduce that he became an ardent Federalist as indicated by an incription 
on a small pine box now in the possession bf his descendents:

John Watson is my name,
New England is my nation 
Brownfield is my dwelling place,
And Christ is my salvation.

The Watson House stands as a monument to a simple, sturdy pioneer 
who created beauty in the wilderness on the heels of disaster.
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