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Situated on a square block bounded by East Third, East Fourth, Sibley,
and Vermillion Streets in the central business district of Hastings, the Dakota
County Courthouse is an imposing two storey brick and stone strugture executed
in 1869-71 according to designs of architect A,M, Radcliffe., Essentially square
in plan, this Italian Villa style building has four symmetrical facades; the
central bay is pedimented and projects slightly from the face of the main mass
and the corners are defined by two and one half storey mansard-roofed towers
(or pavillions). The materials for construction consist of a white brush-
hammered limestone for foundation, window hoods, and quoins; the main body of
the building is constructed of red brick.

Characteristic of the Italian Villa mode are such design elements as
keystoned segmental arches over windows, bracketted and dentillated cornmices,
and a prominent central cupola., The principal entry to the building (north)
is embellished by a balustraded portico with paired fluted Corinthian columns,

Several changes have been made to the courthouse throughout its lifetime,
The prinicpal change has been the removal of the original cupola, a dormered
structure of the French Second Empire mode which was set upon a square base
at the apex of the low hipped roof. This was replaced by a larger domed
circular cupola in the Renaissance Revival mode in 1912, Red brick and white
stone along with a metal roof were employed to remain in keeping with the
original design intent, At this time the corner towers were also reroofed,
without dormers, A office wing has been added to the west facade of the original
building; this wing is linked at the central bay via a two storey glassed-in.
concourse, Other than this addition, the building has retained original facade
design. 1t continues to function as a public building and is in a good state
of maintenance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Dakota County Courthouse is due to its Italian
Villa style of architecture and to its association with the political affairs

of Dakota County.

The courthouse was constructed in 1869-71, The total cost was $95,000
with the City of Hastings deeding block 20 and $15,000 of its bonds to the

county,

The architect A,M., Radcliff designed it and contractor P,Donivan built
the building.

This structure has continued to serve the governmental needs of the
citizens of Dakota County for over a century.

It is in a good state of repair and is considered by the citizens of
Dakota County as a building worthy of preservation.
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