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Built in 1890, the Scotch Plains Public School Number 1 is a 2 1/2 story 
hip-roofed brick educational building of a rectangular block form with'two 
projecting center pavilions.

The street elevation has five bays — a center round-arched one story 
entrance, framed by cross gable 3 bay over 4 bay (originally 3 bays) pavilions 
with elliptical windows in the shingled gables, and completed by the two final 
bays of the block form.

The hip roof with overhanging bracketed eaves is capped by a frame cupola, 
This roof is interrupted by the two cross gables of the pavilions which are 
incorporated into the overall building as a single unit.

The first floor windows were originally 2/2 sash with flat arches, but 
state law in the 20th century required additional lighting resulting in the 
opening and lengthening of the ground floor fenestration. All windows are 
currently boarded over for security purposes. The arches of the windows on 
the second floor are round while those on the first floor are flat. Above the 
entrance vestibule is a terra cotta emblem with the wording "Scotch Plains 
School."

The foundation of the school is random stone with j a full basement floor. 
The center entrance opens to a T-form hall with stairway at the rear. The 
hall extends along the side facade and opens to a double door at the center of 
that facade. Perpendicular to this hall is a long narrow hallway to the rear 
classrooms; There are three full floors including the basement totalling some
27 rooms with 17 classrooms. The ceilings are a uniform 13*6" throughout.

i... ...

Situated on approximately two acres of level land in the central business 
district of Scotch Plains, the property is aesthetically landscaped with 
numerous shrubs close to the building and various large trees around.
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Architecture

The Scotch Plains School was designed by architects McKim, Mead, and 
White according to Richard Guy Wilson, Assistant Professor of Architectural 
History at the University of Virginia (3/20/1978 telephone conversation with 
Prof. Wilson who completed PhD dissertation on McKim, Mead, and White).. Of 
a vaguely Georgian Revival style of architecture, this is an excellent example 
of late 19th century educational architecture.

Professor Wilson writes that the building appears in the McKim, Mead, and 
White Bill Book, #3, p.393, under the date of December 10, 1889, The hill 
books are located in the New York Historical Society. The commission is for 
only 2 1/2% of $18,000 indicating that the firm prepared only the plans and 
probably did not supervise construction.

f Wilson says of the building:- •-^ •• -> r • ' ,.,,.• -,-

"The schoolhouse is a good example of McKim, Mead, and White's attempt to 
make a bow to the local history of the area with Its Colonial details, cupola 
and roof. At the same time it has elements of their more formal Renaissance 
idiom, in the reiterated gables, round headed windows and entrance arch. The 
building is one of a line they designed in the period, other examples are: 
Fayerweather Lab, at Amherst College, 1891-1894; and Salem High School, Naugatuck, 
Connecticut, 1894. Since the firm did relatively little work in New Jersey, 
especially In the later years, this building would be a significant landmark, 
If for no other reason. It is a good example of McKim, Mead, and White archi 
tecture from the late 1880's as they were moving towards a more formal and heroic 
interpretation of America's destiny."

Education

The oldest public school building in Scotch Plains, this educational edifice 
reflects the development of educational thought at the turn of the century from 
the smaller one room schools of a locale to that of a regional school which 
could, in a large structure, provide superior facilities and professionals. This 
facility functioned as a school until the 1970*s.
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