
NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instru<

-eMIR Mn -i no/i nn-io

RECEIVED 2230
iQ-|j

W2H999

m SS?Si8°iH'sM!cjPCES
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1 . Name of Property _____________________________________________________

historic name Joreensen's General Store _____________________________________________ 

other names/site number Grant Grocerv/BR 1710 ________________________________________ 

2. Location

street & number 5390 U. S. Highway #1 

citv or town Grant ___________ 

state ____ FLORIDA

N/A D not for oublication 

___N/A D vicinitv

code FL county Brevard _code 009 zio code 32949

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this El nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
^ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationallyD statewide ^ locally. (Q^Se^continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifvjpjfg official/Title /\,X Date / 

Florida State Historic Preservation Officer, Division of Historical Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (DSee continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau A
//

National Park Service Certification /^ /\ r&\ ̂ ^ ^ /)
I hereby certify that the property is: 

Of entered in the National Register 
D See continuation sheet 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register

D See continuation sheet. 
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
D See continuation sheet.

D removed from the National
Register. 

D other, (explain) ______

Date of Action



JORGENSEN'S GENERAL STORE
Name of Property

BREVARD, FLORIDA
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

EE3 private
D public-local
D public-State
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

H buildings
D district
D site
Q structure
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include any previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing 

1

0

0

0

1

Noncontributing 

1 buildings

0 sites

0 structures

0 objects

1 total

Name of related multiple property listings
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: trading post

GOVERNMENT: post office

INDUSTRY: communications facility

TRANSPORTATION: rail-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: convenience store 
DOMESTIC: residence

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: Frame Vernacular

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete_____ 

walls Wood__________

Asbestos siding
roof Asbestos shingles

other Brick

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



JORGENSEN'S GENERAL STORE
Name of Property

BREVARD, FLORIDA
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

E<] A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

O B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

n C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

n D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

n A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

n B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

n E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY SETTLEMENT

COMMERCE

COMMUNICATIONS

Period of Significance

1894-1949

Significant Dates
1894
1929

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
BENSEN, LOUIS

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 36) has been requested 

n previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#___________________

n recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:
Kl State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State Agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of Repository

#



JORGENSEN'S GENERAL STORE
Name of Property

BREVARD. FLORIDA
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.)

1 46530 3089230
Eastin Northing Zone Eastin Northing

l~~l See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Robert D. Knoblauch, Property Owner; Gary V. Goodwin, Historic Preservation Planner

oraanization Bureau of Historic Preservation date May. 1999

street & number R.A. Gray Building. 500 S. Bronough Street__________ 

citv or town Tallahassee____________________ state Florida

teleohone (850) 487-2333 

___ zio code 32399-0250

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner_______________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Robert and Lisa Knoblauch________________________________________

street & number 5390 U. S. Highway #1

citv or town Grant

_________ teleohone (407) 727-2807 

state Florida______ zio code 32949

list properties, and amend listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, 
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 3 
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

and 
Box 37127,
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SUMMARY

Jorgensen's General Store (Grant Grocery) located at 5390 U. S. Highway #1, is a two-story, rectangular, frame 
vernacular building, built of heart pine on a masonry pier foundation. It has a front gabled asbestos shingled 
roof with a King post trussing system. A shed roof covers an historic two-story addition. Asbestos shingle 
siding overlays the original horizontal drop wood siding. It is located in Grant, a small unincorporated fishing 
community in Brevard County, just north of Sebastian in Indian River County. The original building was 
erected in 1894 and served as a trading post, post office, telegraph office and railroad express office. It has been 
altered slightly over the years, including a reversal of the store front from the west to the east, but still retains its 
integrity and place of distinction in the community. A noncontributing aluminum storage shed, with a concrete 
slab foundation, occupies the northwest corner of the property.

SETTING

Jorgensen's General Store, now known as Grant Grocery, is located in the southeasterly corner of Lot 17, Block 
A, on the west side of U. S. Highway #1 (Dixie Highway) and the north side of 1st Street, just east of the East 
Coast Railroad in southern Brevard County. The building is west of the Indian River and north of "Tony's Fish 
Market," and just northwest of the Grant Volunteer Fire Department. Grant is a very small rural fishing 
community about three and one half miles long and three miles wide, with approximately 1000 residents.

HISTORIC SETTING

In 1886, the tract of land which now makes up a large portion of Grant, was purchased by early settler John M. 
Samuels. Railroad service began in 1890, and the trading-post and post office were established in 1894. The 
store was located near the Indian River, on the north side of what was then known as "Main Street." The Smith 
General Store was approximately 300 feet south of the trading-post. This building burned down in an 
unexplained fire sometime at a later date. A small school house with a few scattered farm houses, orange 
groves, pine lands, swamps and flat green prairies planted with low cypress hammocks and clumps of cabbage 
palms surrounded the area. In 1924 a tram road ran from the railroad across lot 17 on the north side of the store 
ending at the "Jorgensen Fish House," which was located on the Indian River. Before construction of U.S 
Highway #1 in 1929, the store's entrance faced west where the railroad and county road ran. With the coming 
of the new highway, the front of the store was moved to the east elevation, facing the Indian River. After the 
Florida East Coast Railroad discontinued passenger service, the railroad tracks were removed, and the Grant 
train station was transported by barge across the Indian River to "Honest John's Fish Camp." The Grant freight 
station remained in operation until 1956. Since then, it has been relocated on site near Grant's 1916 Historical
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House. Since then the area has not changed significantly and remains a small rural community and Jorgensen's 
General Store is the only remaining historic commercial building in Grant.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Exterior

Jorgensen's General Store is a two-story rectangular building with asbestos siding and a front gabled roof. An 
historic shed roofed addition is located on the north elevation. The east (main) elevation has a second story that 
overhangs the main entrance (Photos #1 -2). The overhang is supported by two large brick columns. Three 
concrete steps lead up to a recessed, centrally located wood door (Photo #4). The door has one large window 
pane with a square hopper window above it (Photo #5). The second story has two paired "Anderson" windows 
with fixed single panes which replaced original paired sash windows. The window openings retain their historic 
dimensions. On the north elevation is a one-story addition with a wood French door and a paired jalousie 
window to the right of the door (Photo #3). A deck is located on the flat roof of this addition. On the south end 
of the deck are two double sash windows, and a wood door to the right of them accesses the historic two-story 
addition.

The north elevation has four double sash windows on the second story and three smaller single paned windows 
on the first story (Photo #6). The main structure has an "Anderson" window on the east overhang and two 
smaller jalousie windows to the west. A jalousie door leads to the second-floor living quarters. A large, fixed, 
16-light window is located on the first story addition. The first story walls are stucco and the second story walls 
have asbestos siding. There are two sets of stairs, one on the east that leads to the deck on the first story 
addition, and the other on the west that leads to the second story back porch.

The south elevation has eight paired or single, 4-light awning windows with one small double sash window in 
the center and an "Anderson" window on the east overhang, all of which are on the second story (Photo #7). 
The first story to the west has one double hung sash window with a square hopper window directly above it and 
another double hung sash window. There are four square hopper windows that run the remaining length of the 
first story. A brick veneer, 30 inch tall, watertable runs the entire length of the elevation.

The west (rear) elevation first story has a single step and concrete porch that runs across the elevation (Photo 
#8). At the sputh end of the porch is a small handicap accessible ramp. There are two wood doors with lead 
glass. A square hopper window is directly above each door and one square hopper window is located between 
the doors. The entrance to the south leads into the store; the one on the north leads to a stairway to the second 
floor. At the far north end are double wood doors with wood screened doors that lead into a storage room. The
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second story has a wood porch that runs across the full elevation and is supported by four round metal posts. A 
single door leads to the second story living quarters. The second story also has an aluminum frame double hung 
window, two double sash windows, and one aluminum frame double hung window.

INTERIOR

The interior of the store is one large room with two fairly large storage rooms added to the north side. The post 
office area with its original safe is partially partitioned off in the southwest corner (Photos #9 - 11). One of the 
original cashier counters has a built-in cash drawer and is located in the northeast corner (Photo #12). The walls 
and ceilings are constructed of yellow pine, tongue and groove, beaded board slats. (Photo #13). The floor is 
constructed of tongue and groove, heart pine boards (Photo #14). Counters, coolers and display shelves are 
arranged in the middle and on either side. Shelves run nearly the whole length on both sides of the north and 
south walls (Photos #15-17). In the northwest corner is a stairway that leads to the second-floor living 
quarters. The living quarters include two bathrooms, five bedrooms, a kitchen and a living room.

ALTERATIONS

The building has undergone various alterations, but still retains its primary integrity and significance. In 1894 
when the store was originally built, the entrance faced to the west and there was a wooden porch attached. 
There were four dormers attached to the roof: two facing the north, and two facing the south Sometime later in 
the historic period, a metal roof was installed over the existing wood porch entrance. In 1929, with the arrival 
of U.S Highway #1, the front of the store was changed to the east elevation. Approximately 30 feet were added 
to the building's length, with the construction of the second story overhang supported by two columns. During 
the same time period, a two-story addition was added to the northwest corner. Around 1940, electricity was 
installed throughout the building. In addition, plumbing was installed for a sink and a rest room which is 
located on the first floor of the historic second story addition. In 1956, a one-story addition was built on the 
northeast corner. It was at this time that living quarters were partitioned off on the second floor, including the 
installation of plumbing and electricity. Most of the original double sash windows were replaced with jalousie 
and/or awning windows on the second-floor. Original window openings, however, were retained. The two door 
openings were also added: one was installed at the west end and the other at the north end on the second story. 
The post office functions were relocated in 1959, and the post office boxes were sold to the Wabasso post office 
in Indian River County.

In 1995, the jalousie windows on the second story overhang were replaced with "Anderson" windows. The 
exterior of the building was painted and the columns at the east entrance were brick faced along with the bottom 
portion of the wall along the south elevation. The store's ceiling was covered with yellow pine, tongue and
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groove, beaded board slats. Ceiling fans and light fixtures were also installed. Two lead glass and wood doors 
were also installed on the first story west (rear) end of the building.

Noncontributing Resources

There is one non-historic resource, located on the northwest corner of the property (Photo #18). It is a 10' X 12' 
aluminum storage shed with a concrete slab foundation built in 1980. The shed also has an aluminum roof on 
the west side which extends 12' from the structure.
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SUMMARY

Jorgensen's General Store (Grant Grocery), built in 1894, is significant under Criterion A in the areas of Early 
Settlement and Commerce as a rare surviving example of a community general store. The building was erected 
as a trading post and post office in 1894; in 1959 the postal functions were relocated. The building was one of 
the earliest commercial properties in Grant and is the only remaining historic commercial property in the 
community. The store played a significant role in the early settlement and development of Grant, providing 
stability and a focal point for the isolated little community. Notable features of the two story, simple, functional 
building include: tongue and groove beaded board walls and ceilings, heart pine wood floors, hopper and double 
sash windows, original post office features, and the layout of the front entrance.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

In the 1870's, Brevard County was sparsely settled, and in 1880, Louis K. Smith and his family were the first 
white settlers to arrive in the Grant area. Other families followed, and in 1884, the first one room school house 
was built. The coming of the railroad in 1890 opened the area to further settlement. In 1891, Grant was 
founded and the first post office was established. At this time, the post office was operated out of the home of 
Edwin Nelson, Grant's first Postmaster. The population doubled in 1892, and fishing, farming, orange groves 
and pineapple plantations became Grant's main industries. Brevard County was the pineapple capital of the 
world until the "Big Freeze of 1894-95," when farmers and growers around the state suffered great losses. As a 
result, Grant residents relied mainly on the fishing industry to supplement their agricultural income. Despite 
Grant's small population, the community supported a small school house, church and general store that housed 
the post office, telegraph office and railroad express office, all of which were located on First Street in the 
center of town. This small fishing hamlet was a place of wooden frame buildings, large pine trees, and shell 
roads.

One of the most important events of the 1910s in Brevard County was the completion of the Dixie Highway (U. 
S. Highway #1), which traveled through all of the communities located on the west bank of the Indian River. 
Brevard County was a full partner in the Florida boom which peaked in 1925, although it followed a little 
behind the feverish spending and sudden collapse of the Miami area. Grant, Malabar, Micco, and Sebastian 
enjoyed increased activity during the boom years. Grant leaders stimulated interest in a bridge across the Indian 
River, however, the collapse of the real estate boom came too soon for it to be completed. The Florida boom 
collapsed in 1926, bringing to close a significant period of growth for communities throughout the state.
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By 1965 Grant's population had reached 250, it increased to 400 in 1989, and currently the population is 
approximately 1000. One weekend each year in February, the population expands to about 80,000 due to 
Grant's Annual Seafood Festival.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

In 1886, John M. Samuels purchased 200.5 acres of land from the United States government. This tract of land 
includes the southeasterly comer of lot 17, Block A. The property stayed in the Samuels family until 1898. 
Louis Bensen built the trading post/post office between 1892-1894 and served as postmaster and store keeper 
from May 1894 to July 1896. John B. Wells served as postmaster from July 1896 to March 1898, followed by 
Catherine Shaw from March 1898 to September 1898. Lars Jorgensen was the store keeper during their terms. 
Jorgensen purchased the trading post in 1911 and named it Jorgensen's General Store. He served as Postmaster 
and store keeper until he was murdered while delivering groceries by horse carriage in 1912. Incidentally, his 
wife, Anne M. Jorgensen went insane a few years later, but the property, remained in the family until 1956. The 
position of the Postmaster shifted between daughters, Laura Jorgensen Berry and Carrie Jorgensen Gutermuth, 
and daughter-in-law, Helen L Jorgensen, until 1956. In addition, Carrie Jorgensen was the railroad express 
agent during this time and the first female telegrapher on the east coast.

John and Iris Swiger, husband and wife, bought the store from Carrie Gutermuth in 1956 and renamed it 
"Swiger's Town & Country Shoppe." The Swigers ran both the store and express office. Marshall D. Richards 
was Postmaster from 1956 to 1983; however, in 1959 the post office functions were relocated and he finished 
out his term at the new post office. When John Swiger died in 1962, the family leased the store to a Mrs. 
Engminger from 1962 to 1964. From 1968 to 1971 it was leased to John Butler, who gave the store its current 
name, Grant Grocery. Iris Swiger, along with her son James and his wife Mary, reopened the store from 1971 
to 1985. The local children would catch the school bus in front of the store, and Iris Swiger, known as 
"Grandmother" would give them lunch money on occasion, when they forgot to bring it or when their parents 
simply did not have the money. The store was purchased by Lloyd Kirven in 1985 who operated it until 1995. 
During that time, the store did not undergo any notable changes.

From the early to mid 1900's, Jorgensen's General Store played a role in the historic development of the Grant 
community by serving as a communication center to the surrounding area. Not only did the store enable 
residents to send and receive messages by telegraph, but it also served as a major drop off point for the United 
States postal system. Citizens of the area congregated at the store awaiting the train to drop off their mail, 
packages and supplies. Jorgensen's General Store remains a vibrant remnant of the work of the community's 
first settlers. It is one of the earliest buildings of Grant, a small fishing community which developed in Brevard 
County during the 1800s largely due to its location near the Indian River. Despite the passing of time, farming
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and fishing continue to be Grant's main industries. Even though the post office functions were relocated in 
1959, the store remains a gathering place for old timers and area residents to catch up on the local gossip while 
purchasing their groceries. This very prominent building is a local landmark.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the Southeasterly corner of Lot 17, Block A, according to Jorgensen's Plat of Grant, Florida, as 
same appears of record in Plat Book 2, Page 64, Public Records of Brevard County, Florida; Thence 
Northwesterly along the right-of-way of State Road No. 5 for a distance of 100 feet; thence Westerly parallel 
with and 100 feet from the Southerly boundary line of said lot 17, a distance of 96.4 feet to East right-of-way 
line of Florida East Coast Railway to the Westerly boundary line of said Lot 17; thence Southerly along the 
Westerly boundary line of said Lot 17, a distance of 415 feet; thence Westerly parallel to the Southerly 
boundary of said Lot 17, a distance of 25 feet to East right-of- way line of Florida East Coast Railway; thence 
Southerly along said right-of-way line and along the Westerly line of said Lot 17, a distance of 58.5 feet to the 
Southwest corner of said Lot 17, a distance of 121.4 feet to the point of beginning, excepting there from the 
right-of-way of State Road No. 5 if same encroaches on said Lot, being the South 100 feet of Lot 17, Block A, 
Map of Resurvey of Jorgensen's Plat of Grant, according to the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 9, Page 
64, of the Public Records of Brevard County, Florida.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary encloses less than one acre of property historically associated with Jorgensen's General Store in 
the above referenced legal description and indicated in the site plan.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

1) Jorgensen's General Store (Grant Grocery) 5390 U.S. Hwy #1
2) Grant, Brevard County
3) Robert Knoblauch
4) January 1998
5) Jorgensens General Store
6) Northeast elevation, camera facing southwest
7) #lof!8

Items 1-5 are the same for photographs #2 through #17.

6) Southeast elevation, camera facing northwest
7) #2 of 18

6) East elevation, camera facing west
7) #3 of 18

6) Detail of front door, east elevation, camera facing west
7) #4 of 18

6) Detail of front entrance, east elevation, camera facing west
7) #5 of 18

6) North elevation, camera facing south
7) #6 of 18

6) South elevation, camera facing north
7) #1 of 18

6) West elevation, camera facing east
7) #8 of 18

6) Interior, post office area in southwest corner, camera facing west
7) #9 of 18
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6) Interior, post office area, in southwest corner, camera facing southwest
7) #10 of 18

6) original post office safe located in southwest corner, camera facing southwest
7) #11 of 18

6) Interior, cashier counter located in northeast corner, camera facing northeast
7) #12 of 18

6) Interior, showing north, south and east walls, camera facing east
7) #13 of 18

6) Interior, showing north, south and west walls, camera facing west
7) #14 of 18

6) Interior, showing north and west walls, camera facing northwest
7) #15 of 18

6) Interior, showing north wall, camera facing northwest
7) #16 of 18

6) Interior, showing south wall, camera facing southeast
7) #17 of 18

18 Storage shed. Non-contributing resource 5390 U.S. Highway #1
2) Grant, Brevard County
3) Robert Knoblauch
4) January 1998
5) Jorgensen's General Store
6) Southeast elevation, camera facing northwest
7) #18 of 18



JORGENSEN'S GENERAL STORE
Brevard County, Florida

Unknown
c.1932

Unknown
South and east elevations 
Camera facing northwest

IVIIClllll.

P.A. Holgerson - Grant Grocery Store
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