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General Description 

Code: PU-127 Congressional District: second 

v Name: Turner House Hf...r. .~ r hv~ ?",:,::. ' Current Owner: J. Roland Anderson, M. D. 
---Address: 1701 Center .Y -r-, 
~ Little Rock, Arkansas Address: 1701 Center 

v County: Pulaski Little Rock, Arkansas 

Architectural Information 

Architectural Firm: Charles L. Thompson 

Date of Construction: 1904-05 Stylistic Influence: Colonial Revival 

Original Use: Residence Present Use: Residence 

Geographical Information 

UTM Reference: 15 566340/3843400 Acreage: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: Original City of Little Rock 
Block 189, Lots 1 and 2 

Condition N/A See #8 

_ ___:Exce 11 ent 
Good 

--F'air 

--:Deteriorated 
Ruins --: __ Unexposed 

__ U:na ltered 
x Altered 
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This impressive two-story Colonial Revival house, faced with narrow weatherboards, 
on a brick foundation, is located on a corner lot in one of Lj.,ttle Rock's older 
residential neighborhoods. The Colonial Revival hous.e with la.;rge_ ;ffoma.l po;rttco 
became a staple design for expensive ;residences in the. ftrn\'s p;ractice. The 
Turner House however, incorporates several unusual featu;res within th!s destgn. 
framework: a gable end gambrel roof, a t'i ve bay facade, a.nd two gable ;roof domne;r9 
containing round arched windows. Four monumental I.onic col~s s.upport the poptico 
with full entablature crowned by triangular pediment. The tra.nsi.tion ;from architrave 
to the unembellished frieze is effected by a simple rooMing; plain curved modillions 
enrich the cornice, the gable ends and the pediment. A. lunette i=l,ppears in the. J?e.d.:Lment 
as well. At the entrance, unusually fine detail is apJ?arent in the. elliJ?tical ~a,n ... 
light and sidelights enriched with tracery. Above, French doo;rs with. -Jl\Ult.i:.-pP,ne_ 
sidelights appear with a small balustrade of spindle balusters.-. The sa.sh windows 
feature cornice window heads. 

Statement of Significance 

The Turner House at 1701 Center in Little Rock Wfl.S built ~9.04-05. This impressively 
large Colonial Revival house rests in one of Little Rock's. most historic residential 
neighborhoods. Unusual architectural features o;E the Turner Hquse i_nclude. a. la,rge 
gambrel roof, round arched dormer windows and elaborate entcy ma;rked by a. ;fa.nl;i:gh1: _. 
and sidelights with unusual tracery. The !'i ve bay fa,cf;l.de o;t; the. hQuse . .i:.s pa:t't.;i:cul'hrly 
unique to Thompson's designs. This especially large ;faca,de lends- more 11;t;ineness n 

and authenticity to the Colonifl.l Revival design than do the later houses designed by 
Thompson and his associates which combine Colonial Revival porticoes with the 
informality of Craftsman elements. The Turner House was severely da,Jl\a,ged by- a 
fire in 1981. Through the use of the original plans f;or this house it it being 
carefully restored to near original condition. 
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STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION -
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: PU-127 (Turner House) 
1701 Center, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Photographed by: Greg Hursley 
May, 1981 
Negative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the West 
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