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The Central Fire Station i slocated i nthecenter of Pittsfield, one block east of
North Street, themajor comercial area, and just above thePark Square Historic Dis-
trict. Just tothenorth of theStation i sthePittsfield City Hall.

The Central Fire Station was constructed i n1895 i na sinple Queen Anne style with
Ri chardsoni an Romanesque detailing. |t i s 100" wide, 70" deep and two stories (30")
high with a 60" hose tower. The entire building rests on a rusticated granite table
with raised beaded joints of colored mortar. The side and rear elevations areplain
water struck brick masonry laid i ncoiranon bond, relieved only by thegranite table
and segnental arched fenestration.

The facade i s conposed of four bays, defined by t heengine bays and t he central
engaged hose tower. The end bays have full round arches of rusticated granite
voussoirs of alternating length. This arch rises from thegranite table. The bays
defined by these arches project out fromthe facade, and t hecorners are defined by
rusticated granite quoins on thefirst floor only. At thefloor line i sa table

of projecting brick courses supported by alternating brick headers. This i s capped
by a narrow granite course. The arch contains theengine stall door, topped by a
mul ti-pane |ight. To thesides of thedoor, inside thearch, i sbrick infill and
the granite table.

The second floors of these two bays have paired windows on individual granite sills.
These wi ndows ar e topped by segmental arches that rise toa shared granite lintel.
Above this i sa paneled brick parapet wall rising totheroofline of themain
structure, froma base of five successively projecting brick courses.

The two interior bays flank thecentral hose tower. These bays have segnental arched
doorways with granite key and horizontal granite lintel. The doors are flanked by single
wi ndows and doors. At thefloor line i sa corbelled table topped by a granite course.
The second floor has two paired segmental arched windows, with granite keystones. At

the level of thetransom ending at theinpost of thearch, thebrick wall projects i n a
series of courses. At therooflinei sa corbelled table.

The central, engaged hose tower has rusticated granite quoins extending tothetop of
the second story wi ndow arches of theflanking bays. At this point thequoins are capped
by a granite course. The tower continues uninterrupted save for an elongated segnental
arched window, with granite sill and lintel on thefacade and, above this, on al | four
sides, an oculus with 4 granite keys and radiating brickvoussoirs. The tower i s capped
by a stepped out brick cornice. At thesecond floor level, on thefacade of t hetower,
is agranite plaque with theinscription"PFD Central Station, 1895."

The original hose tower steeple was renoved i nthem d-1920's, and the brick tower was
increased 9 i n height. The interior has been altered successively, but t he engine
bays retain their original pressed tinceilings.
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The O d Central Fire Station i ssignificant as theoldest existing fire station
in Pittsfield andfor itsarchitectural styling and scale.

Previous t oi tsconstruction, volunteer conpanies occupied sites on or near this
structure. Thefirehouse was built i n1895for thenewy organized City Fire
Departnent which was quartered here until 1976.

The Central Fire Station was designed by a Pittsfield man, E. J. Cowell, t he
City Inspector of Buildings. Cowell was a woodworker, designer, artist and
amat eur photographer. He i salso credited with designing nmany |ocal houses.

The fire station i sanimortant part of downtown planning, A mxed professional
and coimercial usei s anticipated.
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