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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally a small log house of one sf}§y predating 1830. Enlarged,

weatherboarded, and a second story added circa 1830-1840. Several years

1ater its size was almost doubled when a two story annex was added

on west side.

No plaster used in the house. Walls and deilings of wide, hand-planed
boards. Floors of boards from six to ten inches wide. Original mantel
of hand-carved heart pine.

Restoration by Darlington County Historical Commission started early
in 1970. Repairs made with materials from other houses of the same
era,

A corner portion of the original one story log house on the east side
of house is being preserved and exhibited by means of a plexiglass
"window" in the restored weatherboarding.

Approaching completion of restoration, it appears as a rectangular
gable roof structure; chimney at either end; lean-to-type front porch,
supported by square posts, which runs the length of the house; lean-

to enclosed rear portion with inset porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

~

Fine example of architectural.ev;lveﬁent —- from one—sqﬂgy log house
typical of early South Carolina up-country settlement into the simple,
functional plantation house that later became typical of the Pee Dee
farm area and of much up-country home building in the 19th century.
Restoration as house museum preserves a valuable area landmark, a gradu-
ally disappearing type of South Carolina architecture and life.

Home of Jacob Kelley (1780-1874), prominent early settler and founder of
the small agricultural community, Kelley Town. Its military significance
stems from its use as headquarters for the Union troops of Gen. John E.
Smith, Commander of the 3rd Division, 15th Army Corps, in March, 1865.
From this location, the Federal troops commandeered nearby Kelley Mills,
ransacking and laying waste the surrounding area. According to local hisH
tory, the family community entrusted to Jacob Kelley all its gold and
silver during the time of the Federal troop occupation. Although he was
an old man at the time, and in spite of harsh March weather, he took
refuge on a nearby island and saved these possessions, returning home to
find everything of his own destroyed.

Jacob Kelley's wife was a Segars; both families figure prominently in
the history and development of this part of Darlington County. One of

Kelley's descendents (Graham Segars, a contractor) has given this
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property to the Darlington County Historical Commission and is

supervising its restoration as a historic house museum.




