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1. Name 

_hi_s_to_ri_c ___ OO!.crL..c.,__,.J'""'ocuh n L. But 1 e ~~ House 

and ·or common Butlel"-S-lrns House 

2. Location 

street & number 313 Oak ~treet 

city, town Sheri dc:n ___::...:...._ _ ___ _ ty.A vicinity of 

state code 05 county Gr·ant 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
--L building(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
----1... occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__x yes: restricted 
_ _ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Gerry :; ir11s Carter 

street & number 300 West Center Street 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

OMB No . 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received SEP I 0 1986 
date entered 

OCT ' 1986 

N/-A not for publication 

code 053 

_museum 
- ,-park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Sheri dt~ il :tttAvicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Grqnt County Courthouse 

street & number Ce nte1~ Street 

city, town Shed dan state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A has this property been determined eligible? _ yes _ no 

date _ federal _ state _ county _ local 
-------------------------------

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 

- go-od 
_ ·' talr • 

_ deteriorated 
_ ruins 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_ unaltered 
_x_ altered 

Check one 
l original site 
_ moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Built by one of Sheridan's first physicians and prominent citizens, the Butler House 
stands as an early intact reminder of the town's early development and prosperity as 
a south Arkansas lumber center. As one of the finest examples of Colonial Revival 
architecture in the area, the Butler House gracefully displays the modest details 
associated with this style. The one -story frame residence maintains ~ ts original 
floor plan and possesses distinctive leaded glass transoms and an L-shaped porch 
supported by Doric columns with brick pier bases. 

ELABORATION 

The Butler House is situated on a corner lot, separated from Oak Street by an original 
wrought iron fence. The exterior of t he one-story structure is clad in narrow weather­
board siding and possesses the simple yet elegant details of a Colonial Revival cottage. 

Certainly one of the finest residential structures in Sheridan, the building rests on 
a high brick foundation and is covered by a composition shingled hipped roof with 
transverse gables. Eight-pane casement windows are centered in each pediment. The 
rear west side is dominated by a sleeping porch wrapped with two-over-two double-hung 
windows and topped by a three'-sided hipped roof. The facade is asymmetrical with a 
sizeable projection on the southeast front. A gable roof extends to cover the projection 
with a horizontally placed oval leaded glass window flanked on each side with a keystone 
and centered in the pediment. The main mass of the structure is pierced by three brick 
chimneys placed on the east end of the north roof slope and the east and west end of 
the south roof slope. 

The focal window on the front gabled projection is topped with leaded glass and 
flanked by one-over-one double-hung windows half the width of the focal sash. A porch, 
supported by simp .le Doric columns on brick piers and embel.li:shed with square brick 
columns at the three corners, wraps from the front projection to the north gable. The 
north side is enhanced by a modest projection under the gable fron1 which three 
nine-over-nine double-hung windows further project supported by brackets. Excluding 
the sleeping porch, gable and focal windows, all are six-over-six double-hung windows. 

The front entry is a single walnut paneled door with a glass upper sash. A broad leaded 
glass transom and walnut and glass single-pane sidelights surround the door. 

With very little modification, the house's original floor plan remains intact. The front 
entry opens to a large foyer with a fireplace on the center back wall. On the immediate 
left is the room formerly used by Dr. Butler as an office and presently used as a 
family room. A doorway to the left of the fireplace opens to a long hallway off of which 
are located the bedrooms , bathrooms and one of two entrances to the kitchen. The hall 
ultimately ends in the rear sleeping porch. From the foyer, the door to the right of 
the simple brick fireplace ·leads to the dining room . the second entrance to the kitchen 
is from the dining room. A butler's pantry with a pass-through window to a walk-in 
pantry and original cabinets are notable features of the kitchen. 

All interior entries possess walnut pocket doors with walnut surrounds and glass transoms. 
Walnut floors are found throughout most of the house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 140Q-1499 
_ 150Q-1599 
_ 160Q-1699 
_ 170Q-1799 
-- 180Q-1899 
__x__ 190o-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric __ __ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion 
__ archeology-historic ____ conservation ___ law __ science 
-x- agriculture ___ economics ___ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture ___ education ___ _ military __ social! 
___ art __ __ engineering ___ music humanitarian 

____ commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ____ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

____ invention _x_ other (specify) 
Medicine 

1914 Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Butler House, located two blocks north of the courtsquare in Sheridan, Arkansas, 
is a noteworthy example of the earliest popular architectural style that can be found 
in the Grant county seat. Built by one of the town•s first physicians in 1914, this 
property exhibits, in modest proportions, the fine attention to details so often found 
in a Colonial Revival cottage. In addition to its stylish facade, the Butler House 
continues to serve as a symbol and rem·inder of t he development of Sheridan and Grant 
County, through its assocation with the Butler and Sims families. 

ELABORATION 

For the most part, nineteenth century settlement and development bypasses what is 
now Grant County. Although there is evidence of early Indian occupation around Sheridan, 
the first significant white settlement did not occur until after the Civil War. In fact, 
the ·tO-Wll of Sheridan, named surprisingly enough in honor of the Union Civil War hero 
Generct) ~hilip Sheridan, was not incorporat~d until 1887. It was not until railroad 
transportation was brought to Grant County in the 1880 1 s that the timber industry 
began to develop- an industry that would sustain and bolster the Grant County economy 
to the present time. 

Dr. John L. Butler was practicing medicine in Sheridan as early as 1891 and provided 
medical care to the thousands of workers at Grant County logging camps around the 
turn of the century. He was active in many civi c affa j r·s. , serving as a member of the 
School Board and Grant County Bank Board of Direc-~ors , and was conside~ed one of 
Sheridan•s most influential and prominent citizens. It was only natural that Dr. Butler 
was especially conscious of the location and syle of his new home. Oak Street, extending 
north form the courtsquare, was the first street to be graveled in Sheridan, a mark in 
1905 of its importance to resi:dents of the city. Dr. Butler was just one of three 
physicians who chose to occupy corner lots at the intersection of Oak and High Streets. 
His neighbors included the county judge, sheriff, school prtncipal, mayor,and prosperous 
local merchants. 

.... ~ 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Interview with Gerry Sims Carter, July 1985. 

Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Pulaski, Jefferson, Lonoke, Faul_~~~!L.'l~.~-n.} ... L~cD.t!l~· 
Perry, Garland and Hot~rings Counties, Arkansa~, Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1889. 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 es s than one 
Quadrangle name Sheri dan, Arkansas Quadrangle scale _1.:....: 2=-4.:....0::...:0::...:0"------
UT M References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Town of Sheridan, Nixon Addition, Block 8 , Lots 1 and 4 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Gerry Sims Carter and AHPP Staff 

organization date July 5, 1985 

code 

.: •. 
c9de' , 

street & number 300 West Center Street telephone (501) 942-7126 

city or town Sheridan state Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state ~ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8~ 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.--- ' 

......... /1 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

t"~ State Historic Preservation Officer 

For HPS use only 
I Mf'eDy certify that this property Is Included Jntthe National Aealster ¢ IDl eren >n tne-
~ !J.til>.ll!lll!oc18t£ 

of the Natkl - - . 

Chief of Registration 
GPO 1111•31111 

date 

date 

date 

/0-2. -t:F£ 



WASO Form- 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Butler, Dr. John L., Howe 
Grant County 
ARKANSAS 

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
___ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category g.wnership 
v'f>ublic Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 
Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria -----------­
Reviewer-------
Discipline ______________ _ 
Date _____________________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 
0 moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0 Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed------------------- Date------------ Phone:------------

GPO 9 18• 4 50 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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September 2, 1986 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 

ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 11 L11 Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Carol : 

Re: Dr. Butler House 
Sheridan, Grant County 

We are enclosing for your review the nomination for the Dr. Butler House. The 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicable 
nominating procedures and notification requirements in the nomination 
process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Wi 1 son Stiles 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WS/TJ/do 

Enclosure/s 

SEP I 0 1986 

Suite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Littl e Rock, Arkansas 72201 • Phone (501) 371-2763 

A Department of Arkansas Heritage 


