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The First Bank of Joseph is a fine example of High Victorian Italianate Commercial 
architecture. Although the style was common in Portland and the Willamette Valley, in 
the isolated town of Joseph in the northeast corner of the state, such a fine example 
of the style is quite unusual. Dimensions of the two-story building are 25 X 91 feet.

On the exterior, the vocabulary employs the basic components of High Victorian 
Italianate architecture as described in Marcus Whiffen. First floor windows are 
stilted, flat-headed arches; windows on the second floor are rectangular arches with 
architectural moldings. Other detailing on the exterior includes metal brackets on 
the upper cornice and metal moldings.on the belt-course around the building. The 
entrance is a truncated opening at the corner of the south and west walls that is 
flanked with two cast-iron crocketed columns supporting a portico.

In the original configuration of the building, the first floor was occupied by 
the bank in the front,and a newspaper office occupied the back room. A covered ex­ 
terior stairway led to an upstairs room that was used as a meeting room.

The bank moved from the building in 1914, at which time the building was taken 
over by Dr. Verdo Gregory. He installed his office and waiting room in the banking " 
headquarters and a fcitchen in the former newspaper room. He converted the second 
floor into hospital wards and an operating room and replaced the exterior stairway 
with one instde.

In 1927, the City of Joseph acquired the building and it became a community 
center. The upstairs became a meeting room and performing arts theater. The first 
floor was used for various civic purposes. Among other functions, it served as the 
city hall and library until the city vacated the building in 1973. After standing 
unoccupied several years, the building was restored by the Wallowa Bicentennial Commi- 
tee in 1976, and it is now operated as the Wallowa County Museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Bank of Joseph is significant as an exappte'of High Victorian Italianate 
architecture and as one of the earliest commercial structures in northeastern Oregon.

u *aU??a C?u"^ ?nd the C1ty of JosePh developed after the famous Nez Perce Indian 
war of 1877. Chief Joseph, for whom the town was named, lived with his tribe in the 
Wallowa Valley very near the town of Joseph. After the Indians were forced out of the 
area, white settlers moved in rapidly. By 1879 a new road was built into the Wallowa 
Valley with a stage line and by 1887 Wallowa County was formed. In that same year the 
wasrS increasedf So^O. 0^"126' WUh * CaP1tal stock of .$25,000. By 1890 this amount

>wun X5 Presid?n 1t1 °f the bank was F - D - McCully, who had moved to the Wallowa Valley 
from Salem. McCully's connection with Salem and the Willamette Valley probably explains 
the sophisticated use of High Victorian Italianate architecture in the bank building? 
McCully lived in Salem when the Ladd and Bush Bank was constructed in 1869, and the 
elaborate Victorian detailing on this building no doubt influenced him.

nf thoh- , Bank of JosePh building is one of the finest examples 
of the Highjictorian Italianate commercial style in eastern Oregon. Many of the 
popular architectural styles during the late 1800s appeared in eastern Oregon, but 
they were usually vernacular interpretations of these styles. The First Bank of
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