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1. Name of Property 
historic name Searcy Post Office 
other names/site number Resource #WH0037 (Municipal Court House) 

2. Location 
street & number 
ci town 

3. Claulflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
Oprivate 
[X] public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

county White 

Category of Property 
[]:bulldlng(s) 
0dlstrlct 
Ostte 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, 

Arkansas 
4. State/Federal Aaency Certification 

code 1 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
___ sltee 
___ structurtl 
___ objects 

1 o Total 
Number of contributing rteourcta prtvlouely 
llettd In the National Register ......a;N~.~..IA __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 19ee, u amended, I hereby certify that thle 
@ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propertlee In the 
Natl al Register of Historic Places and eeta the procedural and profeeelonal requirements set forth In 38 CFR Part eo. 
In In o e property eta oea ot mee he National Register criteria. D Set contlnuaJj.Q,Q ehHt. 
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.) -{';{-_u 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Ia: 

0 entered In the National Register. 
0 See continuation lhHt. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation ehttt. 

0 deter"'lned not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain:)-------

Date 

Signature of the KHper Date of Action 



6. Function or U• 
· Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Goyermrent I Post Office 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Italian Renaissance 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from i.nstructions) 
Goveillllent I Courthouse 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Concrete 
walls ---~Co:loo!n.uc~r"'"e.._tlo.le..__ _________ _ 

roof Asphalt 
other------------------
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Description 

The Old Searcy Post Office is an Italian Renaissance style public building located on the 
southwest comer of Gum and Arch streets in downtown Searcy. Designed by architect Oscar 
Wenderoth, it was built at a cost of $40,000 in 1914 and remained in use as a post office until the 
mid-1970's. It is still in good condition and is currently being used as a legislative facility. 

The large, imposing structure has a rectangular, two-story floor plan and was built of reinforced 
concrete. The building underwent a $250,000 expansion in 1959 with a rear (south) addition, also 
constructed of reinforced concrete, which housed two mail work rooms and office space. New glass 
and aluminum double doors on the front (north) elevation replace the original set, and the original two­
over-two sash windows have been removed and replaced with eight-over-eight and one-over-one double­
hung sash windows. Stylistically, the building features such Italian Renaissance elements as a flat, 
symmetrical front facade; a simple, low-pitched hipped roof; widely overhanging eaves supported by 
large brackets; and three full-height, recessed first-floor windows with arches above. Pilasters with 
Roman capitals flanking the first-floor windows, a belt course, and raised concrete keystones above all 
of the windows are other Italian Renaissance elements that are incorporated into the building's exterior 
design. 

Another characteristic of the Italian Renaissance style, which this building also exhibits, is 
smaller and less elaborate fenestration on the upper story; however, these windows are also recessed 
with eight-over-eight double-hung sashes. A square, flat-topped cupola sits atop the shingle-covered 
hipped roof. The foundation is made of cast concrete and, according to historic photographs, was 
excavated by a mule-drawn scoop. Two original iron lampposts stand on either side of the front 
entrance as further reminders of the pre-war period in which this structure was built. 
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Ne8S of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Cqrnmmity Planning and Develorment 

Significant Person 
NA 

Period of Significance 
1914 f 

1914-39 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
U. S. Treasury 

Significant Dates 
1914 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Significance 

Searcy's original post office is the only Italian Renaissance style public building in White 
County and one of only a few such buildings in the entire state. It was constructed during a period 
of increasing prosperity and cultural awareness brought about by the emergence of the railroad, when 
more and more high-style public buildings and residences were designed and built [see the property 
type for Railroad Era Religious and Institutional Buildings and Historic Context 2: Railroad Era]. Yet 
because the Italian Renaissance style was ordinarily used for architect-designed landmarks in major 
metropolitan areas prior to World War I, it was rarely used in Arkansas' slowly developing, primarily 
vernacular towns. Therefore, the post office is significant on a local level under National Register 
Criterion C as a rare example of government-funded Italian Renaissance architecture. 

While the building's architecture reflects an increased awareness and prosperity among Searcians, 
it also reflects the gradual increase in population, which, as discussed in the Historic Context and 
Property Type sections, was another of the railroad's effects on a community. With a population of 
just over 2000, only six postal employees, no city mail delivery and annual postage receipts of about 
$8000, Searcy, like most other Arkansas towns, was actually too small to qualify for a postal facility. 
Yet in 1908, largely due to the efforts of Congressman Stephen Brundidge, the government approved 
the funding of a $40,000 post office, making Searcy the second smallest town in the United States to 
secure such a building. Their efforts were well-timed, because in 1913 Congress passed the Public 
Buildings Act, which prohibited the construction of new post office buildings in communities whose 
postal receipts totaled less than $10,000. But by 1916, two years after the Searcy post office was 
finally completed, the town's postal receipts amounted to over $14,000, justifying the building's 
existence. Therefore, the building stands in testimony to the foresight of Searcy citizens, who believed 
in their town's potential for growth. For this reason, the post office is also significant under Criterion 
A as representing an important period of growth, prosperity and optimism in the state's history. 



See "Historical am Architectural Resources of White Cotmty, Arkansas," 

Section H. 

Prtvloua documentation on flit (NPS): 
0 preliminary determination of Individual llttlng (3e CFR e7) 

has been requested 
0 prevloualy liated In the National Reglattr 
D previously determined eligible by the National Rtgltttr 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNeyf ____________________________ ___ 

0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record*·----------------

1 o. Qeoaraphlcal Data r·.'·-~ ·t' 1 o 

0 Stt continuation ahttt 

Primary location of additional data: 
0 State hlatorlc prtatNatlon office 
0 Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
0 University 
00ther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property __ I~.~e...,s;j,;s._.t ... h1101a.un_.l...~ao;~,~c...~ru;e;;..._ ____________________ _ 

UTM References 
A LlL2J l6111416t4tOI 

Zone Eaatlng 

c LLJ I I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

I31910ill2t7tOI 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

B LLJ I I I 
Zone '=e...Jaa"":':tl:-"ng__,_._.__, 

0 LLJ I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

[i] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

!XJ See continuation lhHt 

11. Form Prep!red By 
name/title Jill Bayles. National Re~ister Historian 
organization Arkansas Hi stqrjc Preservation Program 
atrHt & number 225 E. Markham. Suite 300 

datt 13 November 1989 
telephone 501-371-2763 

city or town Litt 1 e Rock atatt AR zip codt 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of West Arch and South Gum Streets, 
proceed southerly along the western edge of South Gum Street to the point formed by its 
intersection with a perpendicular line running along the building's southern elevation; thence 
proceed westerly along said line to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line running along the building's western elevation; thence proceed northerly along said line 
to the intersection with the southern edge of West Arch Street; thence proceed easterly to the 
point of beginning. 

Boundarv Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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PROPERTY 
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NAME: 

Searcy Post Office 
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STATE & COUNTY : ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED : 8/01/91 DATE 
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CLASSIFICATION 

__ count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 

other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Date Signed ~ /4iJ);, 
Phone 



Searcy Post Office 
White County MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 



NPS Form 1().8()0 
(Fitv. Ne) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form . 

~ j: 1991 
NATIONAL. 

GISI'EA 

'*' No. 101+4011 

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or dlstrlcta. SH lnatructlona In GuldtllnN 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functlone, atylta, materlala, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the lnetructlons. For additional apace uee continuation lhHtl 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. · 

1 . Name of Property 
historic name Searcy Post Office 

--(Municipal Court House) other names/site number Resource #WII0037 

2. Location 
street & number thwest Corner of Gum and Arch Streets -o not lor publication N7A 
city, town Searcy vicinity N A 
state Arkansas code_=AR==--___ ...;;_co"""u;;.;...n""'ty'--_Wh=l=· t:;..:e:;..._ ____ ...;;..co=d;c;;e __ 1_4_5 ___ - .;;:;Zi,~;,p..;e.;;..od=- ''-....7~2~1-4_3_ 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
D private 
[X] public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[]building(s) 
0district 
Dslte 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
ijjstoric and Architectural Resources of White County, 

Arkansas 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within -Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

1 o Total 
Number of contributing reaourcea previously 
listed In the National Register _,;~;;Nu.I;~;.;~;A __ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[i] nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
Natl al Register of Historic Places and eets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part eo. 

In o e property ets oes ot mee he National Register criteria. D See contlnu~ eheet. 
9 
~ 

.) -(1-... _u 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

~entered In the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D deteri'T\Ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Oother, (explain:)-------

Date 

~o( Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

('.,ovemment I Post Office 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Italian Renaissance 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Government I Courthouse · 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _.....lC.!lo.un..l.!c .... rl..!e..,t~e..._ __________ _ 
walls ___ .....lC.!lo.un..l.!c .... rl..!e .... t~e..__ __________ _ 

roof Asphalt 
other __________________ _ 

[]I See continuation sheet 
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Description 

The Old Searcy Post Office is an Italian Renaissance style public building located on the 
southwest comer of Gum and Arch streets in downtown Searcy. Designed by architect Oscar 
Wenderoth, it was built at a cost of $40,000 in 1914 and remained in use as a post office until the 
mid-1970's. It is still in good condition and is currently being used as a legislative facility. 

The large, imposing structure has a rectangular, two-story floor plan and was built of reinforced 
concrete. The building underwent a $250,000 expansion in 1959 with a rear (south) addition, also 
constructed of reinforced concrete, which housed two mail work rooms and office space. New glass 
and aluminum double doors on the front (north) elevation replace the original set, and the original two­
over-two sash windows have been removed and replaced with eight-over-eight and one-over-one double­
hung sash windows. Stylistically, the building features such Italian Renaissance elements as a flat, 
symmetrical front facade; a simple, low-pitched hipped roof; widely overhanging eaves supported by 
large brackets; and three full-height, recessed first-floor windows with arches above. Pilasters with 
Roman capitals flanking the first-floor windows, a belt course, and raised concrete keystones above all 
of the windows are other Italian Renaissance elements that are incorporated into the building's exterior 
design. 

Another characteristic of the Italian Renaissance style, which this building also exhibits, is 
smaller and less elaborate fenestration on the upper story; however, these windows are also recessed 
with eight-over-eight double-hung sashes. A square, flat-topped cupola sits atop the shingle-covered 
hipped roof. The foundation is made of cast concrete and, according to historic photographs, was 
excavated by a mule-drawn scoop. Two original iron lampposts stand on either side of the front 
entrance as further reminders of the pre-war period in which this structure was built. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [X] A D B [X] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Comrrnmity Planning and Develounent 

Significant Person 
NA 

Period of Significance 
1914 ' ( 
1914-39 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
U. S. Treasury 

Significant Dates 
1914 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

IX] See continuation sheet 



1. MaJor Blblloaraphlcal Reterance1 

See "Historical and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," 

Section H. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
0 previously listed in the N(ltional Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ______________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *------------------------------
1 o. Qeoaraphlcal Data ,,. · t1 1 u 
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre 

UTM References 
A LL.2J 1611141614101 

Zone Eastlng 

c L..U I I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

131910111217101 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

0 See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preseNation office 
0 Other State agency 
D Federal agency · 
D Local government 
D University 
Dother 
Specify repository: 

B L..U I I I I I 

Zone Eastlng . 

D L..U I I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

IX] See continuation sheet 

[XJ See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Jill Bayles. National Re~j ster Hj stori an 
organization Arkansas Hj storj c Presenrat j QD Program 
strHt & number 225 E. Markham, Suite 300 

date 13 November 1989 
telephone 501-371-2763 

city or town r,; ttl e Rock state AR zip code 72201 

* U.S.GPO: 11188·0·223·1118 
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Significance 

Searcy's original post office is the only Italian Renaissance style public building in White 
County and one of only a few such buildings in the entire state. It was constructed during a period 
of increasing prosperity and cultural awareness brought about by the emergence of the railroad, when 
more and more high-style public buildings and residences were designed and built [see the property 
type for Railroad Era Religious and Institutional Buildings and Historic Context 2: Railroad Era]. Yet 
because the Italian Renaissance style was ordinarily used for architect-designed landmarks in major 
metropolitan areas prior to World War I, it was rarely used in Arkansas' slowly developing, primarily 
vernacular towns. Therefore, the post office is significant on a local level under National Register 
Criterion C as a rare example of government-funded Italian Renaissance architecture. 

While the building's architecture reflects an increased awareness and prosperity among Searcians, 
it also reflects the gradual increase in population, which, as discussed in the Historic Context and 
Property Type sections, was another of the railroad's effects on a community. With a population of 
just over 2000, only six postal employees, no city mail delivery and annual postage receipts of about 
$8000, Searcy, like most other Arkansas towns, was actually too small to qualify for a postal facility. 
Yet in 1908, largely due to the efforts of Congressman Stephen Brundidge, the government approved 
the funding of a $40,000 post office, making Searcy the second smallest town in the United States to 
secure such a building. Their efforts were well-timed, because in 1913 Congress passed the Public 
Buildings Act, which prohibited the construction of new post office buildings in communities whose 
postal receipts totaled less than $10,000. But by 1916, two years after the Searcy post office was 
finally completed, the town's postal receipts amounted to over $14,000, justifying the building's 
existence. Therefore, the building stands in testimony to the foresight of Searcy citizens, who believed 
in their town's potential for growth. For this reason, the post office is also significant under Criterion 
A as representing an important period of growth, prosperity and optimism in the state's history. 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

JUr' 2 9 199 

Beginning at the southwest comer of the intersection of West Arch and South Gum Streets, proceed southerly along 
the western edge of South Gum Street for a distance of approximately 150 feet to the point formed by its intersection 
with a perpendicular line running parallel to the southern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along 
said line for a distance of approximately 125 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line 
running parallel to the western elevation of the building; thence proceed northerly for a distance of approximately 
150 feet along said line to a point formed by its intersection with the southern edge of West Arch Street; thence 
proceed easterly for a distance of approximately 125 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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OW ApprtMI No. ICJH-4011 

AUG f 1991 

f. )..--
------------------------------------------------------~ 

White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

91001276 Missouri--Pacific Depot Suosta.ntlve Beviei 
91001277~Moody House 

( > 

91001210 MooFe House Sul:ista.ntivo "iav1ew 
91001332 v Morris Institute Dairy Barn 
91001178 Nat'ional Guard Armory BuildingSutst~tivc Revi 
91001356/ Neaville, J.A., House ew 
91001331 · New Mt. Pisgah School Su1iett¥J.fue n.:.:view 
91001360,.., Nimmo Clubhouse -·· ··· ·---·-··· --~ · =-·--·· 
91001286 O':tieal, Howard, Farm Sul:i~t~tl .i,Q Re~le'i 
91001290 Pangburn, Austin, House 
91001203 Paschall House 
91001292 Patman House 
91001255 Pemberton House 
91001305 : Pence--Carmichael Farm, Barn and Root 
91001247 ~Plu~mer House 
91001249 Powell Clothing Store 
91001307~Prince House 
9100136l~ Ransom, Edward, 

Barn 
91001213~ Rascoe House 
91001296v Ray, Sam, House 

Farmstead, Livestock and Equipment 

91001343 v Rhew, J. c., Co. Packing §he_d_ ___ _ 
91001231 Rialto Theater Suoa.~:tf:.t.a. !ev! , ... ___ _ 
91001245 Robertson Drugstore Suos.tSIIltive Reviet: 
91001221 Robertson House 
91001195 ..., Rock Building 
91001230 Rodgers, Porter, Sr., House 
91001219 Rogers, Bob, House Sub.stant1ve ievrd 
91001346 Roper House 
9100127l v'Russell Jail 
91001306 , Scott--Davis House 3 ;.. Ls.t;tlti~ IieviQ"i 
91001227 Searcy city Hall 
91001200 ~ searcy Post Office 
91001208~Sears, Dean L. c., House 
91001261 Sellers House 
91001257 Shue House 
91001299 Shutter, John, House ~ 
91001367 v Siler, Luther, Gin ft·GJ'o-v ...... ~-1(.. 
91001342 Simpson, Stanley, Farmstead 
91001218 Smith House 
91001223 Smith, A. J., House 

Date Listed 

q-.s--f / 

7/ ;1.. 3 / f 2.­
e;---~-w 

f -/3 - 91 
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