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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

3X) 

1. Town AMDOVFIR 

Address 88 Lowell Street 

Name Chandler-Bigsby-Abbot House 

Present use Residential 

Present owner Wilson, James & Ethel 

\, Description: 

Date ca. 1670-73 

Source AHS 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) Garage 

Other features 2 s to r ies ; hip roof ; rear 

e l l ; center chimney, 3bay facade has 
very email 7/7 windowcj podiraontod— 
center vest ibule 

Altered Georgian renovatioffiate 18th c» 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: „ „ , \ , 
Map 71 , Parcel 2 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 195' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30^ 

6. Recoi-ded by W» Frontiero 

Andover Historical Commission Organization^ 

Date August 7̂  1980 

37M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Daniel and Hannah Chandler Bigsby 

Original use rps1dpnt1fll. 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Ihe Chandler-Bigsby-Abbot Hoiase i s significant (1) as an excellent exanple of 
Fir s t Period architecture i n Andover, and (2) for i t s associations with several 
locally prominent fandlies. The property meets Criteria A and C of the National 
Register, and retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting. 

— ..S';\ih - — - ' - ^ M ' ^ , - •fe^^'- Oi. •..-:. 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
The Chandler-Bigsby-Abbot House is traditionally dated ca. 1574, the year that 
Hannah Chandler was married to Daniel Bigsby; i t was standing at least by 1688, 
when Thomas Cliandler sold his son-in-lav/ a piece of land next to the latter's 
house. Until the late 19th century the property v/as an operating farm. 
Daniel Bigsby died in 1717, leaving the homestead (land and buildings) jointly to 
his wife and son Joseph. The property passed from Joseph to his daughter 
E.xperience, who married VJilliam Abbot in 1747. Their son Capt. Jeduthan Abbot • 
inherited the property in 1798, when i t included 91 acres of land. Jeduthan, 
described as a gentleman, is known to have lived witJhi his father, "respectable 
ahd respected."^ Not only respectable but elegant, Jeduthan's wardrobe as 
described in his inventory included velvet pantaloons, a velvet waistcoat, and a 
silk waistcoat. Jeduthan Abbot Jr. (back to the characteristic yeoman description) 
inherited this property in 1810. Although he lived with his father for a time, . 
Jeduthan Jr. moved out of the by-now crowded homestead ca. 1810 and built his 
ovm home up the street at No. 31 Lowell St. Remaining at the homestead was his 
borther. Deacon Amos Abbot, a prominent citizen who built his own house in the 
Main Street-Locke Street district, Jeduthan Jr.'s son Moody apparently came back 
to the old homestead to live (ca. 1840), and i t remained in his femiily until its 
sale to the Ward family in 1879. The Wards lived here until 1944.» 

Several additions have been made to the original four-room, leanto house, v;hich " 
is one of the oldest standing i n Andover. An 18th century e l l and hipped roofs 
have been, major alterations, but a southern orientation (perpendicular to the 
street) and broad facades punctuated by small, narrow windov/s s t i l l suggest 
the building's great age. j •.....••• • • . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawrence and Salem (848/87; 837/44; 733/465; 827/166; 
703/560; 665/532; 26/233; 56/106; 56/107; Probate Docket Nos. 195618, 88961, 30875, 
64, 152, 2496, 4974; 32/234)  

Andover Tovm Directories, 1891, 1897, 1899 >  
Andover Vital Records to 1850 
Genealogical Register of the Abbot Family, comp. by Abiel and Ephraim Abbot, 

Boston MA: James Munroe and Co., 1847. 
Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Abbot Faraily," "Chandler Family," 

"Abbott Genealogy" comp. by Charlotte Helen Abbott, "Chandler-Bigsby-Abbot House." 
Footnotes 1) Genealogical Register of the Abbot Family, p. 153 
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