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(Cftecfc One;
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

_The A I,U Citadel is a 55 story tower constructed of steeJLrmmforced
[with concrete with two eighteen story wings ontheeast and north sides.
The tower is 188" square at the base. The exterior walls of the building
are white oak bark terra cotta.

Architect C Howard Grane of Detroit designed t he555.5 tall structure
which was called at the time of its construction the most beautiful sky-
scraper ever built. The foundations for the building are 112" bel ow
street level. Ten thousand tons of concrete formthe skeleton of the
building. 1 ttook an average of 650 nen on the daily work forceto
construct it.

The main entrance are massive recessed arches framed by pilasters which

are capped by terra cotta eagles with wing spans of 20'. Terra cotta

medal i ons, garlands and crests arearranged in horizontal patterns above the
entrance and at intervals on the upper stories. There is a statuary

group 495 above street level on each side of the tower,, depicting a 26

tall giant enbracing two children,. The exterior ornamentation was done

by Fritz Albert of Chicago fromnodels by Carl H Keck, a New York

scul ptor.

The tower becones nore narrow about athird of the way up and continues

to decrease inwidth fromthat point tothetop. This telescopingeffect

is simlar tothat of many skyscrapers designed in the Mdernistic (5"t
style inthe 1920's. The top section of the building is*hexagonal "iJrjth — ~

an observation deck and a comrercial radio antenna. The w ndows ar e n
rectangular, with the exception of large round-arched w ndows at the

second story level onthe wings and at intervals on the upper stories of

the tower.

The east wing housed the Keith-Al bee Theatre which seated 4000. The owners
of the Deschler-Wallick Hotel agreed before the building was constructed to
| ease 600 roons i n the wings. An arched bridge (called the "Venetian
Bridge") with a lavish [ounge room connected the hotel and the Al.U.
Citadel. There were office suited inthe tower.

Belgian and Italian marble, bronze and nosaics were used intheinterior

decoration. A bronze placque with the horoscope of the building and t he
position of the planets at thetime the cornerstone was laid on February

12, 1927, was placed inthelobby floor. n the second floor was a Hall
of Mrrors copied fromthe one at Versailles.

The interior of the building has been altered sonewhat for nodern use and
the windows on t hesouth side have been changed. The bridge to the
Deschl er Hotel (which has been torn down) was renoved. Sone of t he
decorative scul pture has been renoved.
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Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century . 18th Century +J 20th Century
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11 Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John J. Lentz of the Golunbus |awfirm of Nash and Lentz was t he
principal founder of the American Insurance Union, which was
incorporated in 1894, Lentz was active i n state and local politics
and was a leader i nthe Franklin County Bar Association. He

served aterminthe US QCongress representingthel12th District.
The Al.U grewquite rapidly and by 1927 had a nenbership of
175,000 and i nsurance i n force anounting t o $2,000,000,000. The
Al.U becane well-known in nany other cities7but gained faned i n
(ol unbus when the conpany erected t he only skyscraper inthecity.

Roger J. Waring, resident architectural superintendant, executed C
Howard Qane's plans for the building. John G|l and Sons were
contracted tobuild the structure. Goundbreaking cerenonies were
hel d Septenber 23, 1924. The Citadel took three years tobuild.

In addition toM. Lentz those present at t hededi cati oncerenonies
on Septenber 21, 1927 included James J. Davis, US Secretary of
Labor, US Senator Sinmeon D Fess, Janes J. Thomas, mayor of

ol unbus, and Harvard Professor Emeritus, Albert Bushnell Hart. The
building cost $7.8 million t oconstruct.

The A l.U Citadel was the first Chio building erected on a caisson
foundation. At the time of its construction, it was thetallest
building inChio. |Ithas been called the "first aerial |ighthouse”
in the US because it served as a guide toaviators inthearea.

Now called the Leveque-Lincoln Tower, the building isstillin

use although the American Insurance Union is gone. |tisthe corporate
hone of the Borden Gonpany and houses offices for many professionals
and business firms. Long one of the nost well-known architectural

| andmarks i n Col unbus, the building is afine exanple of the skyscrapers
constructed during the 1920's building boom
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Riki Amold
Chio Historical Society Aug- iq73

STREET ANDNUMBER:

1982 VemaAve.

CITY OR TOWN:

Jroluiribus, nhin., 039
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeftTJFICA | ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERJEICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for theNa-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it has been
fAvaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. Therecomxnended

| hereby certify that this property isincluded i n the
National Register.

Ievel Of Si gnlfl cance Of thl s nomi nation | s: Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National 1 | State Local .
Drdte
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Note to the record

Additional Documentation: 2017




























































































































































































































































National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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C>gj>CRtPTION
(Check One)
Excellent a  Good . Fa | | Deteriorated I | Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

E Altered . Unaltered C2 Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U knovfn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A |I. U Citadel is ab5story tower constructed of steel reinforced
with concrete with two eighteen story wings ontheeast andnorth sides.
The tower i s 188 square at the base. Theexterior walls of the building
are white oak bark terra cotta.

Architect C Howard Grane of Detroit designed the 555.5" tall structure
which was called at thetime of its construction the nost beautiful sky-
scraper ever built. The foxndations for the building are 112" bel ow
street level. Tenthousand tons of concrete formthe skeleton of the
building. 1 ttook an average of 650 nen onthedaily work forcet o
construct it.

The main entrances are massive recessed arches franed by pilasters which

are capped by terra cotta eagles with wing spans of 20'. Terra cotta

nedal tLons, garlands andcrests arearranged i nhorizontal pattens above the
entrance andat intervals onthe upper stories. There is a statuary m
group 495 above street |evel on each side of the tower, depicting a 26

tall giant enbracing two children. The exterior ornanmentation was done

by Fritz Albert of Chicago fromnodels by Carl H Keck, a New York

scul ptor.

The tower becones nore narrow about athird of the way up and continues

to decrease inwdth fromthat point tothe top. Thistelescoping

effect i ssimlar tothat of many skyscrapers designed i n the Modernistic TO
style inthe 1920's. The topsection of the building i s hexagonal with

an observation deck and a comercial radio antenna. Thew ndows are
rectangular, with theexception of large round-arched w ndows at t he

second story level onthe wings andat intervals onthe upper stories of the

t ower .

The east wing housed the Keith-Al bee Theatre which seated 4000. The owners
of the Deshler-Wallick Hotel agreed before the building was constructed t o
| ease 600roons i nthe wings. An arched bridge (called the "Venetian Bridge
with a lavish |ounge roomconnected the hotel andthe A . U Citadel.
There were office suites inthe tower.

Belgian andItalian marble, bronze and nosaics were used intheinterior
decoration. Abronze placque with the horoscope of the building and t he
position of the planets at thetine the cornerstone was laid on February
12, 1927, was placed i nthe lobby floor. G the second floor was a Hal |
of Mrrors copied fromthe one at Versailles.

The interior of the building has been altered sonewhat for modemuse and
the windows onthe south side have been changed. Thebridge to the

Deshl er Hotel (which has been torn down) was renoved. Sone of the
decorative scul pture has been renoved.
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Historic I | Industry losophy

r~i  Agriculture 1 Invention
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘John J. Lentz of the Golunbus | awfirm of Nash and Lentz was the i - "i
principal founder of the American Insurance Union, which wasincorporated
in 1894, Lentz was active i nstate and local politics andwas a | eader
in the Franklin County Bar Association. He served aterminthe US
Congress representingthe12th District. The A | . U grew quite

rapidly and by 1927 has a nenbership of 175,000 and i nsurance i nforce
amounting t o $200, 000,000. The A | . U becane well-known i n nany ot her
cities but gained fane i n Gol unbus when t he conpany erected the only
skyscraper inthe city.

Roger J. Waring, resident architectural superintendant, executed C
Howard Grane's plans for the building. John Gill and Sons were con-
tracted to build the structure. Goundbreaking cerenonies were held
Septenber 23, 1924. The Citadel took three years tobuild. In
addition to M. Lentz, those present at t hededication cerenonies on
Septenber 21, 1927, included Janes J. Davis, US Secretary of Labor,
US Senator Sneon D Fess, Janes J. Thonas, nayor of Col unbus,

and Harvard Professor Emeritus, Albert Bushnell Hart. The building
cost $7.8 mllion toconstruct.

The A1.U Citadel was thefirst Chio building erected on a caisson foun-
dation. At thetime of its construction, it was thetallest buildingi n
Chio. |t has been called the "first aerial lighthouse" inthe US
because it served as a guide toaviators i nthearea. '
Now cal | ed the Leveque-Lincoln Tower, the building isstill inuse

al t hough the American Insurance Union i s gone. |tisthe corporate
hone of the Borden Gonpany and houses offices for many professionals and
smal | business firms. Long one of the nost well-known architectural

| andmarks i n Gol unbus, the building is afine exanple of the skyscrapers
constructed during the 1920's building boom
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