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City or town: Byars State: Oklahoma County: McClain 
Not For Publication: D Vicinity: D 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _x_ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property ..x_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 

national _statewide -X_local 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 
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Public - Local □ 

Public - State D 
Public - Federal D 
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Site 
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
___1_________   ____0________  buildings 

 
___0_________   ____0________  sites 
 
___0_________   ____0________  structures  
 
___0_________   ____0________  objects 
 
___1_________   ____0_________  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __N/A_______ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _COMMERCE/department store_____ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 __COMMERCE/department store__ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Commercial Style___ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: __Brick ______________________ 

 
 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method 
of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic 
integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Harris Palace Store, located at 214 East Ripley Street in Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma, 
was constructed in 1904 and designed in a modest Commercial Style (Late 19th-Early 20th Century 
American Movements) with load-bearing brick walls. The setting, in downtown Byars around the 
town’s four commercial streets embracing a large public square, remains one of small, one-story 
commercial buildings, though only nine pre-1930 buildings remain. New metal buildings are 
scattered about. The one-story primary (north) façade has a flat, parapeted roof and a storefront 
comprising wide display window areas, now infilled, flanking a recessed entry that retains original 
1904 door material and flanking display windows with original glazing. At some unknown point 
between 1913 and 1925 the Harris Palace Store building was reduced in height from a two-part 
block to a one-part block, and the depth of the footprint was expanded by one-third. The original 
1904 first-story fenestration was retained. The two-story original was also characterized by its 
Commercial Style decorative brick detailing, which was revisited in the historic alteration and 
remains an important visual characteristic. The alteration from two to one story is historic and does 
not reduce the property’s integrity. Although the setting has been affected by attrition, most of the 
buildings are constructed of brick and are contemporary with or immediately post-dating the Harris 
Palace Store. The building is in fair condition and retains sufficient integrity of location, materials, 
design, workmanship, feeling, and association. It is eligible under Criterion A, for its local 
significance in the history of Commerce in Byars for the period of significance 1904-1930. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Description  
 
The Harris Palace Store building, located at 214 East Ripley Street in Byars, McClain County, 
Oklahoma, was erected between April 1903 and June 1904. It is a detached, red-orange brick one-
part commercial block building, designed in the Early 20th Century Commercial Style. It is situated 
prominently on the southwest corner of the Byars public square at the intersection of East Ripley 
Street with Second Street (which is the southeast corner of the intersection). The setting is that of 
a commercial downtown area, with brick commercial buildings arranged around a central square 
that serves as a park. The setting was the same historically, although all but 9 buildings dating to 
1904-1929 have been razed or collapsed. These are sited along Second Street on the west and south 
sides of the square. There are many vacant lots and a few new metal buildings on other lots on the 
north and east sides of the square. 
 
The present Harris Palace Store building is one story, is horizontally massed, and is approximately 
18 feet in height at the primary (north-facing) façade. The building’s long axis is 128 feet deep 
(north to south) along Second Street, encompassing the entirety of Lot 18, Block 11, to the alley, 
and the width is 28 feet (east to west) along East Ripley Street. Its north façade faces East Ripley 
Street. The roof is flat, with a low parapet on east and west, and the roofing material is asphalt. 
The walls are load-bearing brick masonry reinforced in places by concrete plastering over 
deteriorating brick. The historic appearance of the building had assumed two phases. From the 
year of construction, circa 1904 to circa 1920, the building was two stories in height, horizontally 
massed, and 85 feet deep (see below, Alterations), with its long and short axes in the same relative 
position to East Ripley Street and Second Street. Sometime between 1913 and 1925, the building 
was modified by removing the second story and, presumably, using the materials to add onto the 
back of the first story, making it the building as it stands today. The Harris Palace Store has 
maintained a simple, modestly adorned Commercial Style typical of Late 19th and Early 20th 
Century American Movements architecture and continues its commercial function. 
 
Exterior 
 
The Harris Palace Store is a typical early-twentieth-century one-part commercial block building.1 
Its main façade, on the north, is characterized by a storefront; an expanse of wall that carries 
display window areas flanking and a recessed entry. The upper portion of the wall (above a 
clerestory window area that spans the width of the storefront) carries a “ghost sign” of lettered 
advertising typical of that era. The façade is taller than one story in order to give an air of 
prominence to an otherwise unpretentious presentation. Also typical is the decorated cornice under 
the parapet. The parapet terminates at the edges of the façade where it connects with brick pillars 
that extend up past the parapet. The lower two-thirds of the brick pillars are plastered with grey 
painted concrete. Other brick decoration includes shallow-arched window headers in the west 
(secondary) façade, which has secondary entrance areas. Although the west elevation is minimally 

                         
1 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Commercial Architecture (Washington, D.C.: 
The Preservation Press, 1987), 54-55, 63. 
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fenestrated, its blank wall between cornice and windows and entries also carries “ghost sign” 
advertising. At the top of the west wall are a decorated and pilastered cornice and a parapet.  
 
In the north (primary) façade there are 3 bays. The center bay accommodates a recessed entry bay 
that is created by inwardly angled, fixed display windows flanking a double-door entry. The 
painted wood doors remain in their original wood casings and are 1x1 two-light, or “3/4 light” 
doors with a single panel at the foot. The window casings are the original wood, and the glazing 
is newer plate glass but replicates the original glazing. The angled display windows on either side 
of the doors rest on a brick knee wall plastered with concrete and painted dark gray. The knee wall 
continues along the face of the façade, parallel to the street, to the east and west of the entry bay 
to support larger display-window bays that flank the entry, which comprise the two outer bays. 
The openings in each of these flanking bays originally held full-width, fixed, plate glass, display 
windows that were removed at an unknown date, perhaps during a 1994 change in ownership. The 
openings were infilled with board and batten, into which are cut smaller window openings 
containing paired, two-over-two, aluminum, single-hung window units. They are protected by 
metal security bars on the exterior.  
 
Spanning across the façade’s width, between the two end pillars, and between the storefront and 
the clerestory area, is an awning composed of a wooden framework covered with corrugated metal 
roofing. It shades the windows and entry and is suspended from the wall by guy wires. Also 
spanning the building width, between the two end pillars, and directly above the awning is an area 
containing board-and-batten siding. It conceals the openings for clerestory windows; their 
presence or absence is impossible to determine without removing the siding. Some of the clerestory 
was visible as late as 1994. Above the clerestory windows, the wall is reinforced with a steel beam, 
to which are attached the awning’s guy wires. Above that, the flat and slightly inset wall is 
comprised of original face brick. Between the clerestory and the top of the parapet remains a “ghost 
sign,” a strip of stenciled advertising that remains faintly visible on the brick wall. Its white block 
lettering denotes: “THE PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES.” Above the signage, 
the cornice comprises a span of decorative raised brickwork, set vertically like dentils in four rows, 
projecting upward and outward across the parapet, and the stenciled word “HARRIS” is now only 
faintly visible across the decoration. 
 
The west façade, which is the second most important building face, gives access from Second 
Street. It presents in four bays organized by a parapet that steps down from north to south, and by 
inset sign boards. Each bay terminates in an outwardly projecting shallow pilaster at the parapet. 
Bays 1, 2, and 3 are original to the 1904 building; bay 4 is an addition dating to 1913-1925; exact 
year of construction unknown. The fenestration pattern presently appears to reflect that of the 1904 
original core of the building and retains the openings added in the historic alteration.  
 
From north to south, the first bay of the original 1904 building has 3 openings: a non-historic 
square opening set high in the wall for a louvered metal cooking ventilator, also non-historic; a 
small, non-historic, infilled square opening of unknown purpose is set low in the wall; and a 
historic arched opening for a window that is set about halfway up in the wall. The window has a 
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wide surround, and slightly projecting sill, both plastered with concrete that is painted grey. The 
window has a non-historic metal awning that hides almost the entire opening. Below the parapet, 
the “ghost sign” in the sign board displays the word “HARRIS.”  
 
To the south, in the second bay of the original 1904 building, is a single historic opening containing 
an arch-topped window identical in placement, material, and description as the neighboring 
window in the first bay. It also has a match metal awning of unknown date that covers most of the 
opening. Again, beneath the parapet is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled words: “GEN’L MDSE.”  
 
Further south is the third bay of the original 1904 building, containing a single historic opening at 
grade for an entry. It is placed at the north end of the bay but is sited about mid-building. The 
opening is arched and contains an arch over a transom window over a doorway, but the door 
opening has been infilled with sheet metal. A wide door surround, flush with the wall and tapering 
to a right triangle at the top of the opening, has been plastered with concrete. The transom window 
has a matching metal awning that covers almost all of the opening. Again, beneath the parapet in 
this bay is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled word “WHOLESALE.”  
 
At the south end of the west face is the fourth bay. It comprises the historic addition to the building 
dating to the period 1913-1925. It is constructed of the same red-orange face brick as the original 
1904 material. The bay comprises two window openings flanking a door opening. The window 
opening to the north of the door is arched, and has a double row of rowlock bricks as a header, and 
contains a two-over-two, wood hung window that is presumed historic. A matching metal awning 
covers most of the upper sash of the window. The door opening also sits under a rowlock-header 
arch with transom window and contains a two-by-two light, three-panel wood door, also presumed 
historic. The window opening to the south of the door is also arched with the rowlock header and 
a two-over-two, wood hung window that is presumed historic. A matching metal awning covers 
most of the upper sash of the window. Both the windows and the doorway have metal security 
screens on the exterior. Again, beneath the parapet is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled words “AND 
RETAIL.” A characteristic of the addition is the brick pattern, which, like the other bays, is laid 
up in the original 1904 pattern of six stretchers and a header, but the header rows do not align with 
the header rows of the other bays and there is a visible joint where the two building phases meet. 
From ground to about three feet up in the wall, the brick in this elevation has been protected by a 
coat of dark gray concrete plaster that extends the depth of the building, creating a watertable. 
Placed outside the building, sitting on the ground, are two air conditioner condensers. Electrical 
connections are secured to the wall. 
 
Presently, the south (rear) wall, also in utility brick, has one vehicle/loading door infilled with 
corrugated sheet metal on the west and a pedestrian door opening infilled with concrete blocks on 
the east. Viewed from the inside, the pedestrian door is seen to have a two-part wood-framed 
transom over a wood door casing still in place but filled with sheet metal. On the exterior, the 
bottom corners of the south wall are protected by a projecting concrete footing that appears to be 
original to the building. The south elevation’s openings are protected by a wood-framed sheet-
metal-covered awning of unknown vintage. This elevation has no parapet. 
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The east wall, constructed of orange-colored utility brick, is one continuous, unfenestrated expanse 
of material. It was presumably intended as a party wall for a one-story building erected in 1910 on 
the next lot east, which is no longer extant. A plain, undecorated parapet is stepped gradually 
downward seven times to the rear and has two upwardly projecting pilasters. Presently, the wall 
exhibits areas of deteriorating brick, with a joint-line that might indicate the point at which the 
alteration/addition began. Further, the brick bond in the addition varies in its stretcher-header series 
and has scattered black bricks. In the wall is a square area that appears to have had an opening at 
some point in time but is now filled with a regular brick bond of six stretchers and a header, as 
seen in the west and east walls. In random areas, concrete is plastered over deteriorating brick. 
“Dots” of plaster regularly appear from north to south in the wall at an appropriate roof height for 
supporting the non-extant adjoining building.  
 
Interior 
 
The building’s interior is divided into three rooms. The front (north) room is/was the store proper 
and is accessed from East Ripley Street. The space has a concrete floor. Each of the display 
windows retains its original display platform for “window dressing.” The walls and ceiling are 
covered with corrugated metal siding. At the south end, a metal-covered wall has a central doorway 
accessing the second room. This room has concrete floors, brick walls, and a presumed original 
pressed metal ceiling. An entry opening and a window in the west wall are infilled and plastered 
over. A doorway in the south wall of this room accesses the third, southernmost, room, which is 
the addition. Entering this area, and viewing the wall between the two rooms, one sees that part of 
it is the building’s original 1904 brick south or “rear” wall, is now reduced to about three feet on 
each side left in place in order to support the rest of the structure. The third room also has pressed 
metal ceiling material. The ceiling is missing in places, and the roof structure is visible. The room 
retains the historic, deteriorated, but functionally useable windows and door in the west wall. The 
walls are brick and the floor is concrete. The south wall of this third room has the infilled openings 
for a pedestrian door and a vehicle door. It is reasonable to suggest that the present appearance of 
the two rear rooms is the same as their historic appearance. 
 
Alterations 
 
The building’s 1904 historic appearance changed from its original as a two story block to a one-
story block. From 1904 until alteration at an unknown date sometime between 1913 (year of a 
historic photo showing two stories) and 1925 (date of sale by Harris), the Harris Palace Store was 
a two-part commercial block, in the Commercial style. In 1904 the building was decorated much 
like it is today. It was a two-story parapeted building with a flat roof and wood-framed doors and 
windows in north, west, and south walls in both floors. In the second story of the north façade 
(from a circa 1911 photo) two tall, narrow, arched window openings contained large hung 
windows. A shallow wooden awning covered the width of the clerestory and sheltered the 
doorway. The first-story openings were as presently, although the display windows were fully 
filled with plate glass. The original 1904 two-story west façade (from 1911 photo) had numerous 
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openings in its now non-extant second story. Its wall was marked by 9 projecting pilasters. 
Between each pilaster was a tall, narrow, arched window opening, 8 in number, but between the 
second and third pilasters was a second-story entryway accessed by an external stair against the 
wall. The stair and entry accessed the room or rooms inside. Just at the top of the windows, all the 
way across the side of the building, Harris painted the large block letters “THE HARRIS PALACE 
STORE”. Above the windows was a decorated cornice band with a ribbon of arched, projecting 
brickwork, and above that rose a level parapet. The 1904 south wall had one doorway that led to 
an open area and a separate small building or “warehouse” (per 1905/1911 fire insurance map) on 
the rear of the lot. The small building may have been incorporated into the addition during the 
1913-1925 alteration. In its 1904 incarnation (from a 1906 photo) the Harris store’s east wall 
appears to have had no openings, as far as may be determined. Its only distinguishing feature was 
the block-lettered signage “HARRIS/THE PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES” 
painted just below the parapet. No reason is known for the alteration to one story. Judging from 
the general quality and condition of the brick, and factoring in local acknowledgment that 
substandard brick prevailed throughout the downtown area, it is reasonable to suggest that the 
upper floor of the building may have been structurally deficient [see Fig. 3]. When the building 
was altered, the façades assumed their present appearance. 
 
Alterations to the post-circa 1925 one-story Harris Palace Store, which is the subject of this 
nomination, have included infilling two display windows in the north façade and the insertion of 
smaller hung windows. They also include the covering of the clerestory windows above the 
storefront. The west façade was punctured in two places for venting of some type, the two entries 
have now have awnings, one entry is blocked by sheet metal, and awnings and security screening 
has been added to windows. The south façade’s two entry openings have been infilled with sheet 
metal and concrete block. There have been no known alterations to the east façade, except for the 
loss of the neighboring building which has exposed the elevation. The non-historic alterations, for 
which a date of 1994 have been suggested (due to a change in ownership) do not overly impact the 
building’s integrity, as the core and the majority of exterior surfaces and fenestration pattern 
remain intact. 
 
The assessment of the historic alteration date and its characteristics was made via comparisons of 
1904 and 1904/corrected to 1911 fire insurance maps, as two stories; circa 1906, circa 1911, and 
1913 (dated) photos, as two stories; 1925 deed of sale record at McClain County Clerk Office; and 
1930 fire insurance map as showing the building as an expanded one story (See Figs. 1-5, 
Continuation Form, Sheets 8/1 through 8/5).  
 
The Harris Palace Store projects the Late 19th Century-Early 20th Century American Movements’ 
simple, straightforward one-part Commercial Style that indicates its functions and its commercial 
significance throughout the period 1904-1930. The building maintains sufficient integrity in all 
seven aspects to enable listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
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 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

  

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_COMMERCE______  
_                            ____  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
_1904-1930_________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 _ 1904       ___ ______  
 _1913-1925_________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
_N/A______________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 _N/A ______________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
                                          
 _Unknown__________  
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Harris Palace Store, located at 214 East Ripley Street, in Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma, 
on the town’s commercial square, is nominated for the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A for its local significance in the area of Commerce in Byars for the period of 
significance 1904-1930. Erected in Byars’s second year of existence, the “general merchandise” 
building represents the earliest development of small-town business entities during the last years 
of the Indian Territory era. The building is one of the town’s three extant resources representing 
that early-day commercial activity and of the three, it pre-dates its peers by at least one year. In 
the period between 1913 and 1925 the Harris Palace Store was altered from a two-story 
Commercial Style building to a one-story building in the same architectural style and the footprint 
of the remaining first floor was expanded in size. The building retained its original retail 
commercial purpose and continued as such until at least 1930, after which no documents exists to 
suggest a commercial service to the community. Although the setting of a downtown commercial 
area around a public square has diminished considerably since the 1930s, the Harris Palace Store 
retains more than sufficient integrity in the other six aspects to enable its listing, and it retains the 
feeling and associations of a once-vital downtown commercial square. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
The Harris Palace Store building, located at 214 East Ripley Street, is significant at the local level 
under Criterion A, for its association with the history of Commerce in Byars, McClain County, 
Oklahoma. The period of significance is 1904-1930, an era that was also Byars’s commercial 
heyday in the last years of the Chickasaw Nation and Indian Territory. The building is one of three 
remaining pre-statehood (pre-1907) Indian Territory-era commercial resources in the downtown 
business section. Although the building has been altered (date unknown but between late 1913 and 
1925), it was one of the first brick commercial buildings, and one of the first buildings overall, 
erected in the small community of Byars, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, which was platted 
in April 1903.  

Commerce Significance: 
 
Railroad development in the immediate area may have stimulated establishment of Byars because 
the terrain was level and easy for construction. Plans for the Guthrie and Western Railway 
Company (GR&W) building a line southward from Shawnee may have prompted the platting of a 
bona fide townsite at the Byars location in 1903 during the Chickasaw Nation allotment process. 
The GR&W would pass beside the new townsite of Byars and reach Pauls Valley in 1904. 
Subsequently, the Canadian Valley and Western Railway’s (CV&W) east-west line, also in the 
making in the early 1900s, may have also stimulated the placement of the townsite location. 
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Located 25 miles southeast of Purcell (the present seat of McClain County), the new community 
was named for Katie Byars, a Chickasaw (and her husband, Nathan Byars, an intermarried white), 
who is said to have donated part of her allotment for a town square (this has not been verified). 
Byars received a designated post office in April 1903,2 an indication that at least one business 
operated.   

Byars’s commercial community grew at a quick pace. Early enterprises included a grocery, a meat 
market, two drug stores, a furniture store, a jeweler, and two shoe-and-boot shops. The town had 
its complement of travel-oriented amenities, including two hotels and a wagon yard (where farmers 
could park their wagons, stable their teams, and camp out for the night), Two restaurants were 
available for travelers and farm families who came to town to do business with the cotton gin or 
purchase seed and supplies at the hardware and implements dealer or the lumberyard, or to borrow 
money at one of two banks in already in operation. In 1904-05 there were five “general 
merchandise” stores in Byars.3  These included a commercial operation occupying the large, two-
story brick building at 214 East Ripley Street, which is the subject of this nomination. As early as 
August 1905 a “Palace Store” began advertising in the Byars Banner. The names “J. A. Harris” 
and “R. Harris” as proprietors of the “Palace Store” soon became connected with the advertising.4  

Byars’s commercial life was centered on a large public square bounded by Second and Third 
Streets (to the west and east respectively) and East Ripley and East Main Streets (to the south and 
north, respectively). The square proper us/was a park, with the commercial buildings on the 
opposite sides of the four streets, facing the park. A June 1904 Clarkson Fire Insurance map shows 
more than 60 commercial buildings arranged around a large public square; most are on the west 
side with a few on the other sides. Only five of these first pre-1907 buildings were constructed of 
brick (with load-bearing masonry walls).5 [See Fig. 1, Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., 
June 1904, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/1] Three were on the west side, one on the north, and one 
on the south. The rest were wood-frame buildings typical of the early years of a Western town.  
The five “bricks” included a two-story Commercial Style general store (now addressed at 214 East 
Ripley Street) on the square’s southwest corner (Lot 18/Block 11). The largest and most substantial 
of the five pre-statehood brick buildings, at 28 by 85 feet it housed the Harris Palace Store, which 

                         
2 A. M. Gibson, The Chickasaws (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971), 307‐09; Preston George, “Railroads 
of Oklahoma,” Oklahoma Department of Transportation, January 1970‐April 1978, 34, 38; ; Lisa Fisher and Amanda 
Terrill, “How Byars Got Its Name,” in Joyce Rex, McClain County History and Heritage, Book 3 (Purcell, Okla.: 
McClain County Historical and Genealogical Society, 1986), 54‐55. Byars did not receive an entry in R. L. Polk’s 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1903, an indication that no business houses 
may yet have been present. 
3 “Estimates of Relative Fire Hazard, Byars, Chickasaw Nation, Ind. Terr., Pop. 300, June 1904,” Rating Booklet to 
accompany fire insurance map, John A. Kirschner Collection, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City. 
4 Byars Banner, 2 June, 21 July, 28 July, 4 August, 11 August 1905, 2 January 1906. 
5 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I. T., June 1904. One was on the north side (Lot 1/Block 10), three on the 
west side (Lots 14, 15, 16,/Block 9), and one on the south side of the square (Lot 18/Block 11). All are pictured in 
pink, for brick, on the 1904 map. In 1905 another was built across Lots 15 and 16/Block 11 in 1905, and before 
1906 two more were erected on Lots 5 and 6/Block 9. Only three of the pre‐1907 bricks (those on Lot 18/ Block 11 
and on Lots 5 and 6/Block 9) are extant. 
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is the subject of this nomination. The building may have been erected by Nathan and Katie Byars 
or by James A. and Ruth Harris.6 It was the largest and most imposing in town in 1904, with a 
lodge hall and the town’s telephone exchange in the second story and Harris’s dry-goods and 
general merchandise in the first story. Harris proudly erected a huge sign at the top of the parapet 
in the north elevation, “THE PALACE STORE” and stenciled his name and the nature of his 
commercial enterprise below the parapet on the east and south sides of the building in large block 
letters; on the west: THE HARRIS PALACE STORE, and on the east, HARRIS DRY GOODS & 
GROCERIES/PALACE STORE COUNTRY PRODUCE.”7 [See Fig. 2, Harris Palace Store and 
south/west sides of square, 1906, Continuation Sheet 8/2; and Fig. 3, Harris Palace Store, west 
elevation, dated to post-1910 fire, Continuation Sheet 8/3] 

Another boost to the commercial economy came soon. Between 1906 and 1908 the CV&W 
Railway’s successor, the Oklahoma Central Railway Company (later acquired by the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1914), built 39.9 miles of line that extended to Purcell 
through Byars and Ada from Lehigh’s coal fields.8 Rail access, town building, and the allotment 
process in the Chickasaw Nation subsequently created prosperity in a once-sleepy ranching 
country. 

In 1905 and for the next half-dozen years, Byars’s prosperous merchants set about replacing their 
wood-frame buildings with brick and stone. In the context of small-town history, a brick building 
not only signaled a business owner’s prosperity but also indicated a town’s permanence and its 
safety from fire. The number of brick buildings grew to more than twenty, all but one or two ranged 
on the west side of the square, with scattered brick buildings, frame buildings, and vacant lots on 
the other three sides.9  [Fig. 4, Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., 1905/corrected to 1911, 
Continuation Sheet 8/4] 

Over the next decades Byars became an important regional nexus for agricultural service 
businesses that flourished through the 1900s, 1910s, and 1920s.10 Despite setbacks due to fires, 
war, and agricultural depression, the town grew from roughly 300 in 1905 to 537 at 1907 statehood 
to 626 in 1920, the peak year. During the post-World War I agricultural depression the town 

                         
6 The Harrises acquired the lot and the building on March 30, 1906, from Nathan and Katie Byars. See Nathan Byars 
and Katie Byars to R. Harris, Warranty Deed, 30 March 1906, Register of Deeds, County Clerk Office, McClain 
County, Book 7, page 227. See also Byars Banner, 11 August 1905. 
7 Photo, 1906, in Rex, McClain County History, Book 1, 38. See also photo, 1911, Book 1, page, 62; this photo was 
erroneously dated 1906 in Rex, but is properly dated to 1911, according to known building occupancy by Richards 
Drugs on Ripley on November 25, 1910 and continuing through the autumn of 1911, after which Richards moved 
to the west side of the square. See also Byars Banner, 7 October 1910, 25 November 1910 and 10 August 1911. 
8 George, “Railroads,” 30, 31, 37, 38. 
9 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., 1905/corrected to 1911. 
10 Gibson, Chickasaws, 307‐09; George, “Railroads” 30, 31, 34, 38; Augustus J. Veenendahl, “Oklahoma Central 
Railway,” The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 2009), 
accessed online at www.okhistory.org, 28 November 2018; Joy F. Thompson, “Byars,” The Encyclopedia of 
Oklahoma History and Culture, accessed online at www.okhistory.org, 28 November 2018; George Shirk, Oklahoma 
Place Names (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1974), 38 . 
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retained its viability in the 1920s because of an oil boom in the area. In 1930 the population 
numbered around 500 residents, still a respectable number to support commerce. State gazetteers 
indicate at least 36 businesses in 1909-10, 40 in 1911, 28 in 1913, and 33 in 1918.11 They 
comprised the usual complement of service providers and regularly included from four to six 
“general merchandise and grocery” businesses. Commerce was also stimulated by the automobile-
based tourism of the 1920s and 1930s, centering on a nearby lake that had been created by the 
construction of the Santa Fe Railway line. Now called Byars Lake, it continues to be a factor in 
keeping the town alive. 

James A. and Ruth Harris continued to operate their general merchandise/dry goods/grocery 
business in the Harris Palace Store premises from mid-1905 through February 1926. During much 
of that time the second story of the building accommodated both a lodge hall and the local 
telephone exchange. At some point between August 1913 and December 1925, within a twelve-
year period, the Harrises altered the Harris Palace Store building.12 They removed its upper story 
and used the bricks to extend the one-story to a full-lot depth, about 128 feet, and incorporated the 
site of a smaller building that had existed at the alley. Judging from the general quality and 
condition of the brick, and factoring in local acknowledgment that substandard brick prevailed 
throughout the downtown area, it is reasonable to conclude that the upper floor of the Harris 
building may have been in jeopardy of collapse.13 After the alteration, the Harrises continued to 
operate the enterprise in the now one-story building, and once again they stenciled their customary 
“identity” advertising signs in large block letters on the north and west elevations, just below the 
new parapet. These are still visible and indicate, in the north elevation, “HARRIS” AND “THE 
PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES” and in the west elevation, “HARRIS/ GEN’L 
MDSE/ WHOLESALE/ AND RETAIL.”14 They did not mark the east elevation this time. In late 
February 1926, the Harrises sold their building to another local retailer, E. R. Harrison, and moved 
to Texas.15  

After the Harrises departed, unknown persons continued to operate a store in the building at least 
until 1930, after which its story fades into obscurity. The year 1930 has been selected as the end 
of the period of significance because no further evidence has been found to suggest the nature of 
the building’s service to the Byars community after that date. E. R. Harrison, himself a prominent 
merchant with a retail/wholesale store in competition with Harris, may have used the Harris 
building for storage, sold the Palace Store building in 1954. Over the next decades it changed 
hands numerous times. In the 1970s and 1980s a local rancher reportedly stored feed in it. The 
                         
11 R. L. Polk’s Oklahoma State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1909‐10, 1911, 1913, 1918 (Detroit, Mich.: R. L. 
Polk Co., 1909‐1918; Daily Oklahoman, 23 May 1927; Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Byars, Oklahoma, January 1930;  
12 Photo dated July 25‐26, 1913, showing Palace Store as two story; J. A. Harris et ux to E. R Harrison, Warranty 
Deed, 22 February 1926, Register of Deeds, County Clerk Office, McClain County, Book SF2, page 600.   
13 Compare Clarkson Fire Insurance Map of 1905/1911 with Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1930. The 1930 Sanborn 
Map indicates that the full extent of Lot 18, Block 11 is occupied by a one‐story building from street to alley; the 
Telephone Exchange has been moved half a block to the east into a small building. 
14 Personal observation by D. Everett, 14 February 2019; a photo from 1994 shows the north elevation’s signage 
more clearly visible than in 2019; see Fig. 9. 
15 Harris et ux to Harrison, Warranty Deed, 22 February 1926.  
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building was reoccupied for commercial pursuits in the early 1990s as Byars Quick Stop, later as 
Gigi’s, and in 2015 as River Bank General Store, which remains in 2019.16 

Additional Developmental Context: 
 
As with most small towns in their developmental years, Byars was plagued by fires in the 
commercial section; the town’s leaders were not able to set up a public waterworks system until 
the late 1930s.17 On November 5, 1910, a huge conflagration destroyed almost the entire block of 
buildings on the west side of the square, along Second Street.18 The buildings on lots 9 through 
11, mid-block, were wood-frame; the buildings at the north end on lots 16 through 18 were also 
wood. Fire eliminated all of them. In between the two sets of frame buildings were small brick 
buildings on lots 12 through 15; the proximity to the flames and heat severely damaged them, 
perhaps beyond repair. Only two west-side brick buildings escaped damage; those were the two 
the south end on lots 5 and 6, addressed at 108 and 109 Second Street, respectively. Historic photos 
dated 1906, 1909, 1911, and 1913 confirm the types of buildings on the west side before and after 
the 1910 fire, and a 1917 photo shows the west side as having been rebuilt with brick buildings, 
even on some lots that had already had them. Brick and mortar are not immune to the deleterious 
effect of fire, intense heat, and water.19 [See again Fig. 2, Harris Store and South/West sides of 
square, 1906, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/2; see also Fig. 6, Byars square, west side, 1909, 
Continuation Form, Sheet 8/6; Fig. 7, Byars square, west and north sides, 1913, Continuation 
Form, Sheet 8/7; Fig. 8, Byars square, west and north sides, 1917, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/8] 
In the 1920s the buildings on the north side along East Main Street, burned.20 Only half of them 
were replaced. By 1930, only 26 buildings existed around the square, most on the west side, a few 
on the north and south, and none on the east side. In the early 1930s the west side burned again.21 
The constant destruction and replacement, and the consequent attrition, left many lots vacant and 
buildings unusable or in an imperiled condition. 

As of February 2019 Byars has only nine pre-1930 brick commercial buildings on the square, only 
three of which were constructed during the Indian Territory era, and one of which is the Harris 
                         
16 Bo Cail, Mayor of Byars, in‐person and telephone interviews by D. Everett, 14 and 25 February 2019; Jim Etter, 
“Town of Byars Fights Downhill Pull,” Daily Oklahoman, 7 November 1994. 
17 Ramon Martin, “Scraps from the Rag Bag,” Daily Ardmoreite (Ardmore, Okla.), 16 June 1935; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map, 1930. 
18 Daily Oklahoman, 6 November 1910; Byars Banner, 11 November 1910. 
19 This conclusion was reached by a process of correlating the fire insurance maps of 1904, 1905/corr. 1911, and 
1930 (lot numbers and construction type) with historic streetscape photos dated to 1906, 1909, circa 1910, 1913, 
and 1917, and with newspaper reports of those years, coupled with observation of buildings extant in 2019. A total 
of 9 early‐twentieth‐century buildings are extant around the square in Byars; 6 post‐date the fire of 1911. See Rex, 
McClain County History, Book 1/p. 38, Book 2/p. 43, Book 3/p. 63; 1909 and 1917 photos provided by Ashlee 
Burnett, Byars, Oklahoma.  
20 Odella Hanks Haynes, “Life in Byars,” from the Purcell Register, 16 March 1989, reprinted in Rex, McClain County 
History, Book 3, 62; Martin, “Scraps.” Other fires on the square are documented to October 26 and November 29 
1917. 
21 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Byars, Oklahoma, 1930; Haynes, “Life in Byars,” 62. 
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Palace Store. The square, now largely unoccupied, also has a half-dozen metal buildings on the 
north and east sides and two new brick buildings on the south side. The 9 that survived a century 
of fire, the vicissitudes of economics, and out-migration are: 214 East Ripley Street, 218 East 
Ripley Street, 108 Second Street, 109 Second Street, 112-113 Second Street, 114 Second Street, 
119 Second Street, 120 Second Street, and an unaddressed building at approximately 215 East 
Main Street.  

More importantly, because of fire’s destruction of the west side, the 1904 Harris Palace Store 
building, at 214 East Ripley Street, achieved the distinction of being one of only 3 pre-statehood 
(pre-1907) Indian Territory commercial buildings that remain to illustrate the town’s founding and 
its earliest commercial history. The second-oldest buildings in town, those at 108 and 109 Second 
Street, on Lots 5 and 6 of Block 9 were erected at some point between 1905 and 1906.22 At 108 
Second Street, on the corner, is a small, two-story building that was formerly a bank. Half a lot 
deep, it has missing windows and doors and boarded window and door openings and badly 
deteriorating brick. Next door, the building on Lot 6, a one-story half-lot-deep commercial space, 
is also brick; it has a partially collapsed roof, its openings are boarded, and its unsupported walls 
are in imminent danger of collapse. The other six buildings appear to have been erected after 
statehood.23   

The Harris Palace Store is in fair-to-poor condition but still functional. There have been few 
exterior alterations post-1930 other than reduction in size/replacement of two display windows in 
the north wall, blocking of three openings in the west wall and two in the south wall, addition of 
removable window awnings in the west wall, and thin-coat plastering of the brick along the north 
and west walls from the ground to watertable height, about three feet above grade, to deter spalling. 
[Fig. 9, 1994 photo, D. McDaniel photo, Continuation Sheet 8/8] The original first-story 
fenestration pattern remains intact, signage remains visible, and the building retains sufficient 
integrity to enable listing.   

As one of three remaining pre-statehood (pre-1907) Indian Territory/Chickasaw Nation 
commercial resources in Byars and as the only one with intact physical and functional integrity, 
the 1904 Harris Palace Store building, at 214 East Ripley Street, has maintained its historical 
location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and as much association as can be made within 
a setting repeatedly reduced by fires, nature’s elements, and neglect. The setting, on a square in 
the center of town, has been modified by attrition, but still within sight of the Harris Palace Store 
are buildings that are its contemporaries. The small constellation of commercial buildings still 
reflects the original concept of town platting with a commercial center and public square that was 
established by the community at its 1903 beginning. Retaining much of its integrity in all aspects, 
from its original incarnation through its alteration, Harris Palace Store at 214 East Ripley Street is 
well able to transmit information about Byars’s pre-statehood, territorial-era commercial history, 

                         
22 They do not appear on the 1904 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, but they are partly visible in the photo dated to 
1906. 
23 See note 18, above. 
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and is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A, for its local significance in the history 
of Commerce for Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma, during the period of significance 1904-1930. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  N/A 

 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  

_X _ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ____N/A____________ 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 
 

 Acreage of Property _Less than 1 (one) acre______________ 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude:  34.874148  Longitude: -97.053365 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
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Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The property’s boundary includes all of Lot 18 in Block 11 of Byars City. 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
These are the property’s legally recorded boundaries, as found in the records of the McClain County 
Tax Assessor and the McClain County Clerk Office, Register of Deeds, Book 7, page 227. 
 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: __Dianna Everett, Consultant to Preservation Oklahoma, Inc.___________ 
organization: ________________________________________________________ 
street & number: _2510 Countrywood Ln______________________________________ 
city or town:_Edmond___________ state: __OK__________ zip code:_73012-6433______ 
e-mail:__weaver25@cox.net______________________________ 
telephone:_(405) 348-4679________________________ 
date:_14 March 2019____________________________ 

  

  □ □ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  
Key all photographs to this map. 

 
 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the 
sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph 
number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be 
listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Harris Palace Store 
 
City or Vicinity: Byars  
 
County: McClain    State: Oklahoma 
 
Photographer: Dianna Everett 
 
Date Photographed: 14 February 2019 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photo Number Content Camera Direction 
1 of 5 North (front) façade  South 
2 of 5 West (side) façade East-Northeast 
3 of 5 South (rear) elevation North 
4 of 5 East (side) elevation West-Southwest 
5 of 5 Interior of middle room with original finishes East 
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Fig. 1. Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., June 1904. 
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Fig. 2. Harris Palace Store and South/West sides of square, 1906. 
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Fig. 3. Harris Palace Store, west elevation, dated to post-1910 fire. 
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Fig. 4. Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., January 1905/corr. To 1910, 1911. 
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Fig. 5. Harris Palace Store (far right), two story, 25-26 July 1913. 
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Fig. 6. Byars square, West side, 1909. 
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Fig. 7. Byars square, west and north sides, 1913. 
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Fig. 8. Byars square, west and north sides, 1917. 
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Fig. 9. Store at Byars, Oct. 1994. Daily Oklahoman, Doug McDaniel photo. 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
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support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action Nomination 

Property Name Harris Palace Store 

Multiple Name 

State & County OKLAHOMA, McClain 

Date Received 
8/6/2019 

Date of Pending List 
8/28/2019 

Date of 16th Day Date of 45th Day Date of Weekly List 
9/12/2019 9/20/2019 

Reference number SG100004399 

Nominator SHPO 

Reason For Review: 

_Appeal POil 

_ SHPO Request 

Waiver 

Resubmission 

Other 

_ Landscape 

National 

Mobile Resource 

TCP 

TexUData Issue 

Photo 

_ Map/Boundary 

X Period 

_ Less than 50 years 

X Accept 

AbstracUSummary 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

CLG 

Return __ Reject _9~/_19~/_20~1_9_ Date 

The Harris Palace Store is locally significant under National Register Criterion A 
(Commerce) . Erected between 1903 and 1904 as a two-story commercial building , the 
structure was reduced to a single story by 1925 and continued to operate as a major local 
mercantile establishment up through 1930. Although deteriorated with an altered storefront, 
the building still retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance as one of the earliest and 
most substantial commercial buildings built in the small agricultural trade community of 
Byars. Once featuring more than 60 commercial buildings set around the central town 
square, the community subsequently lost much of its early twentieth century character and 
the Harris Palace Store is among the best extant resources to convey the community's early 
pre-statehood , Indian Territory-era development and subsequent commercial success. 

Accept NR Criterion A 

Reviewer Paul Lusignan Discipline Historian 

Telephone (202)354-2229 Date 09/ 19/2019 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 



Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Founded May 27, 1893 

Oklahoma History Center• 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive • Oklahoma City, OK 73105-7917 
(405) 521-6249 • Fax (405) 522-0816 • www.okhistory.org/shpo/shporn.htm 

August 5, 2019 

Joy Beasley 
Keeper and Chief National Register and 

National Historic Landmark Programs 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

We are pleased to transmit three National Register of Historic Places nominations for Oklahoma 
properties. The nominations are for the following properties: 

Harris Palace Store, 214 East Ripley Street, Byars, McClain County 
Oklahoma City Schools Administration Building, 400 North Walnut, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
County 
Trinity United Presbyterian Church, 2301 Northeast 23rd Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
County 

A fourth nomination is being sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for processing. 

All members of the Historic Preservation Review Committee (state review board) were 
present for the public meeting at which each of these nominations was considered and the 
recommendation to the State Historic Preservation Officer was formulated. Therefore, the 
member possessing the requisite professional qualifications for evaluation of each nominated 
property participated in the recommendation's formulation. 

We look forward to the results of your review. If there any further questions regarding the 
nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

/_:,y, I ('' ___ _ 

/ ~//Jtr-4(Q5 
(_,,/'/ Lyrr€1'a Ozan 

Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

*Enclosures 
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West and north sides, Byars square, 1917 
• (courtesy Ashlee Burnett) 





West side of square, looking SW, 1909 (courtesy Ashlee Burnett) 
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Byars square, West side (left) and North side of square, 1913. 
(Photo, Rex, McClain County History & Heritage) 
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Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, 
dated 1905/corrected to 1911, 

Ripley Street on south side of square, 
Harris Palace on west corner of block, 

Lot 18, Block 11 . 
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, circa 1906 Downtown Byars • 



Downtown Ripley Street view, looking SW, circa 1906. Harris's 2-story Palace Store is on the corner, vacant lot to its left (east), and Newbern's Store (built 1905) is to east of vacancy. Photo, Rex, McClain County History & Heritage. 
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Downtown Byars, circa 1906 
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r a.POL.t'- - He worked -f ~ .. t°~: 
afte uit 5 • • 6~ K 

• st ~J.~..J Ol\fi&rMeir1£'1fa i ~ 62 
lived f1 ·••~ Y~~;-tre~"~ier Powell so1i°c~ t 
care o sseY band 1:ad thl'."~s and B'-'; 1 carriers had ho/\1 o 
or- M~r- fore we nationa The rn~i r and Mr. Morris "'se cl 

dentiS\d rnterd roads ~te carrieusing horse drawn as 
our rison so no pave west ro raded by east of Main Streetl:h.-a 
uar we ha was tb~s were gars went A road went to th o 
Mr. Edgmon The roaoads in BJ n corn r. ated in front Of the 
carrier - of the r a Newbe eet is 10c There was a large e o 

on~ned west Main st~ of town .f the railroad track lo 
then tuoverpass ;n Main o~st side o and Albert Johnston 
was no t East the e Newberns s we 

ad wen er on ter, nd Byar . 
ro omar peon zean FoS tton arou and eggs to town to 
bY ins • of co • ckens h Se 
cotton (_f sed a 1ot rought chi New hats, s oes, stock, n 
Th6Y rai farmers b the bolt. 9 

The goo s off ailable. hran and Dr. Sanders T 
buy. dry were alsod a~ors, Dr. Cloe Two banks were located otions two oc Bel . h. t 
n we had and Mr. d Wallace w J. e. 
'udges, Mr. 10:e{ Newbern an milk cow. My dad, Mr Hanks 

~ere owned by ; family had :'1de He drove the townspeop ' · 
About evern the west s1. ;rning and deli verect them . ' asture o • n the m . ht 

lake P horseback 1 . lots at n1.g · 
past~re onThey kept ,them i{: eries and what bread we got Was 
eveni~~~re were no m1.l:a:\:;chered by farmers. s,ome would b 

h fresh meat we got 1 an sheets, and peddle it out by a . 
T e t it on c e k H b t h d h' 

0 
the meat up, pu , n town, Mr. Roy Cla7 . e u c ere is OY! ,_ 

had one butcher i butchered their own hogs and Processe ·: 
it in his store· si~~ld cook the ft pieces and cook them · ·: 
the win~er • Theyd and store the lard to cook with for IIIOs kettle in the yar 

year· Th· ·~·were three churches . The Methodist and the Baptis 
ere lo~!ted on East Ripley Street which is now the highway 

~f Christ was on 3rd Street. The Methodist church has since be 
down. The other two still stand in the same location t0day 

The town was burned twice that I remember. The north s' e · 
late 1920 's. The bank on the west end was a t.wo story buildig 
St• Clair Newbern. Judge Lokey' s off ice was in the two story 
early 1930' s, the west side burned The t0wn men carried the t · 
~! ~~d:~bes'. 

st
ore a~d put _them out in the street. The repor 

furniture s~~~! a thing being taken that night. Mr. Frank 
his door and go/~i/or

th 
of Mabes' store. Garner came down, , 

her go, boys". papers out, locked the store back and sa ' 





county. Name 

D. Po ul tlon, 100. On 
. F. R.. tn Rogers 

mtles northeast of Clare
unty seat, and 6 from 
nearest banking point. 
& Co. Telephone con

W. Stewart, postmaster. 
umber and Supply Co. 
, blacksmith. 
llve stock. 
grain and bay dealer. 
F, live stock. 
J w. R R and Expreaa 
Dry Goods. 
G H, general store. 
ay dealer. 
hay dealer. 

Population, 150. In 
nshlp, Custer county, 16 
est of Arapaho, the coun-

14 from· Foss, Its ship
Has a private bank and 
spaper, the Herald. Tele
tlon. Mail, daily. E. A. 
stmaster. 

B, btlltards. 
general store. 
o. 
are and Impt Co. 

ERALD, E A Olmat.ead 

ATE BANK (Cap ,10,. 
Frizzell Pres. George J 
ler. 
el, hotel. 
, phy lclan. 
, dru . 
eorge L, blacksmith. 
V, mill. 
Han, lumber. 

Ith. 

& Business Dlrecto~ 

--~ (1901) lyroa 181 

BYARS. Population, 1,000. On· th-; 
A., T. & S. Fe and 0. C. Rys., In Byars 
township, McClain county, 25 miles 
BOutbeast of Purcell, the county seat. 
Has Baptist, Methodist Episcopal and 
Methodist Protestant churches, 2 banks 
and a weekly newspaper, the Banner. 
Tel., W. U. Exp., Am. and W., F. & 
Co. Telephone conn ctton. Levi Car
der, postmaster. 
American Trust Co, bankers. 
Blair H S, p blr Byars ·Banner. 
Breuts J G, drugs. 
Bvars Banner, H S Blair publr. 
Byars Gin Co. 
Byars State Bank (capital $13,750), W 

J Tbomp on pr s, B B Boylan cashr. 
Car y-Lombar<l Lumber Co. 
Clark W S, ph slclan. 
Cowgar & Cowgar. blacksmiths. 
Fir~t at ion al Bank ( cap $25,000), W 

H Eddelman pres, B E Braselton 
cashr. 

Fi~her J B, grocer. 
Fisher S R, furniture. 
FJynt J E & Co, general store. 
Harris R. gen ral store. 
Harrison & Crane, grocers. 
IIot el '\\"illiams, A Y Roller mngr. 
Hunter C H. R R, e p and tel agt. 
.John on G L, physician. 
Jon s -, r taurant. 

rf o . y L K, dentl t. 
ewbern T H, general store. 

Parks G " , barber. -
Richards S & Son, druas. 
Robinson E E, lumber. 
Rud ll W G. 1h ry. 
Saunders R v G S ( .. f FJ South). 
Small & ewbern. real estate. 
Strickland T S, m at • 
Turk P, dry goods. 
Van oy & Finl y, barbers. 
V rdrey D P, R R t 1 and . p agt. 
w t Union T lepbon Co. 
Wilkinson , groc r. 

illlams C P. billi rds. 
Williams D, rest urant. 
Williams f D, r staur t. 
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r nd uppl: o., 
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r nd Uru 

nd hay 
an. h : 
tor 

ER 
n n orpor ted 
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• 16 

ti t, 
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In itY 
; untm-
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d ff, po t· 

l loner 
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• 11 J T. ph 
(;rand taff • 1 a t r 
(,ntl\th A 
Utnt r Ml 
lim • 

r Stat B nk 

Mur ' Olm E , , publr utl r H rald 
\\. V, automob l 
n J 
JD. 

npfad H· lp e 
phn :\ \\. xp ag nt 

r I-" T, 
h .t-~ J. g tor 
t AL Lu 

BUTNER 
~ di conttnu d po. toffice in Seminole 

ountY W woka 1 the banking town. 
I ural d 1l v ry from ame. 
Higg Henry, enl store 
K Bro , en l • tor 
K 1 • on. genl tor 

BYARS 
Population. 0 . An incorporated 

town on th A .. T. & S. F. Ry •• in Byar 
town hip, Mc 'lain ountY, 25 mile 
.-outh a t of Pur 11, the judicial eat, 
and 72 fr ni Oklahoma City. Has a bank, 
Baptist and M thodi t ctiurch , thea
tr and a cotton gin. Average price of 
impro d land tn vicinity, $50 per a re. 
T 1., \V. \ •. T l phon connection. Exp., 
\\' . F. & ·o. Edwin R. Harrison, p t-
master. 
Bowman i..; 1. ca b Byars State Bank 
Dya rs Loan and Realty Co, re 1 tate 
Uy l rcantil C"o. J A Sm 11 m r, 

g nl tore 
Dyar.- Stat Bank (cap $10.000 • S C 

. wbern pr , E M Bowman ca. b 
Car . -Lombard Lumb r Co 
'atron C B, grocer 
lty Cafe 

ng o 
Olm. te d 

J.;m pire Theatre 
Fo~t r Bro , cotton gin 
G n1er J 0, g nl store 

rn r ., b m. furn and hd e 
H rri J C". barne • mak r 
H (Ti. Lokey, enl tor 
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Harri. on Bro , hdw and gr 
HARRISON EDWIN R, Po tm nd 
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F J t · r• JI. po tm.1 •·r 
CROSSWELL F J , ,;, ,u, •,ii 

CACH E 
' l D. 

on th t . J. 

' . . . 

h to ·n hip. Com . r., h .. r ,;:~ 
mU w . t of La ton . r ti ,• Jud1r 
nd 1 5 tram Oki hur,,., 1 ·1 ~ El 

n ori,o t ~ Jty b u . •b r l ti n nd ll,-• 11ndH rt:."JII 
R. R .. In B. ron 1•ublk bool . holt·I .• lid cv · .: 
. 11 mll :-. north · A, •r l(l' prtc of lm1,r, . •·d Id: 
dklal t•a(, ncl dnlt~. $~:. p r r•· . •:•.1mpru\ "1 

Ha a bunk.a Tt-tl. \\' . 1· . 'P lt•11!,: , 
f •r:Tfl • n,mo t"T; jffl l · ·- F:" ·p :- . r O H ,. T ,l-. 

t'brt. lian chur h•·~. Prl ~ or ma t r . 
l inlty run,::,• from $75 to $1 1111 .\ll••n F: \\'. r r und , 'I ., .: ,~· 
• Tt>I., \\' t· Tt'l•·phon•• <· 1111 An tram Lumb~r ( ·o . • . • r 

n . E Jl' •• • \m \\' F . Thompi--ora . Bank of Ctc-ht• Ccap s: 
t r. . lt•y i,rett. 1-· ~f Ship), -. .-h 
.1. Ii,·,, .!',tot·k ( 'arh ... lln1g & BO(lh 1 

ru <:. c-a ·h B~ run ~tut•• Bank ( ·uch•· Tt--lt•phon, · ( 'n I 1 ,\ l!J- i · : 

ltalfa_,\lillin~ t ·o Ch1rka. ka ntn ( ·o. , ... , • ·1 .,; .:. 

romot,·r I wt•t·hl) ,. \\' \ K• ·llt•r c''iurk \\' llf~r A. ~ara. · 
1mblr t ·1m~t:tn .\ J. produt •· 
ron lat•• Bank J <·a1I $.", . 1111 11 1. J L < ·ox <; t-: ~f f'rcantJI, · 1 

81 Dt"h· rd i,r . . <; Hludd,um cai,.IJ l'ux & Pn (' hull , ~• 11l 
Bymn T,•I 1>hon ('o 1-:c.fwnrtl:-o John II . 1·11.· 

!'.a pol on Th• ·at r..- . \\' F Ttwmp-.1111 t-:urup~an J lott•I. " \ I I.:.: .· I I 

m r _ 11rop 
El ~ o rn Ed\\ard . J!••nl :- ton• Furm•--r • t:ln ('o. co " • ... 

ia'k r J n. n ·al .-. tat,• and loan:-1 llarrl>4 G .\ . J..'Tt)("• •r 
II PJ) ~tr~. r • taura11t 11111 .J B. r r con tr 
Ho rd J D C'o. hard war,· and ·implt~ llolllway J t-:. flour .1 

John ton (' .\. j,•wf"lt-r tlo"·en tint- Joh11. 
Jol}o ion r A ·o. dru~s rals~r 
K II r \\' A. putJlr B) ron Promott.•r I luw .. ntcthw T \\' . 
Kt- nt Hurni TPlt>phonr• Co br~d r 
I mbk, .'on . m at. Jont-t« (' P . cattlt' lrn , 
L } D t llN. millin~r~ 1.A-'tt 1-• L Drug Co 
taln L. r taurant llahlPr •'r..-d ff. a•oul ' 
anzur T . r r . PXI• unc1 1 .. 1 nc-t lf upln c . untlerU,· 

f Def O \\', poult~ brt•••dt.•r Strhoh1 P A. dra)· ,: , 
I n If \\'. 11hoto.:rnph r Sorrl M \\·. groc-t-r ., · •:w.,'· 
It Dr. I b \ nd nl . 1or p r h 11 ~ Co, con r, ,d !- :· :."'J 

B) ron T I phon•• t 'o P~rt ho J AIIPD. ph ~ 
bot 1 . l'PUy A E. pnl for• · 
n. lh r • 1 p tty Co. m au a, ~••ol :::~ 
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BEN· I ITT IRON and FOUNDRY CO. 
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