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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __ N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
_COMMERCE/department store

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/department store
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Commercial Style

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: _ Brick

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method
of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic
integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Harris Palace Store, located at 214 East Ripley Street in Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma,
was constructed in 1904 and designed in a modest Commercial Style (Late 19™-Early 20" Century
American Movements) with load-bearing brick walls. The setting, in downtown Byars around the
town’s four commercial streets embracing a large public square, remains one of small, one-story
commercial buildings, though only nine pre-1930 buildings remain. New metal buildings are
scattered about. The one-story primary (north) facade has a flat, parapeted roof and a storefront
comprising wide display window areas, now infilled, flanking a recessed entry that retains original
1904 door material and flanking display windows with original glazing. At some unknown point
between 1913 and 1925 the Harris Palace Store building was reduced in height from a two-part
block to a one-part block, and the depth of the footprint was expanded by one-third. The original
1904 first-story fenestration was retained. The two-story original was also characterized by its
Commercial Style decorative brick detailing, which was revisited in the historic alteration and
remains an important visual characteristic. The alteration from two to one story is historic and does
not reduce the property’s integrity. Although the setting has been affected by attrition, most of the
buildings are constructed of brick and are contemporary with or immediately post-dating the Harris
Palace Store. The building is in fair condition and retains sufficient integrity of location, materials,
design, workmanship, feeling, and association. It is eligible under Criterion A, for its local
significance in the history of Commerce in Byars for the period of significance 1904-1930.
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Narrative Description

The Harris Palace Store building, located at 214 East Ripley Street in Byars, McClain County,
Oklahoma, was erected between April 1903 and June 1904. It is a detached, red-orange brick one-
part commercial block building, designed in the Early 20" Century Commercial Style. It is situated
prominently on the southwest corner of the Byars public square at the intersection of East Ripley
Street with Second Street (which is the southeast corner of the intersection). The setting is that of
a commercial downtown area, with brick commercial buildings arranged around a central square
that serves as a park. The setting was the same historically, although all but 9 buildings dating to
1904-1929 have been razed or collapsed. These are sited along Second Street on the west and south
sides of the square. There are many vacant lots and a few new metal buildings on other lots on the
north and east sides of the square.

The present Harris Palace Store building is one story, is horizontally massed, and is approximately
18 feet in height at the primary (north-facing) fagade. The building’s long axis is 128 feet deep
(north to south) along Second Street, encompassing the entirety of Lot 18, Block 11, to the alley,
and the width is 28 feet (east to west) along East Ripley Street. Its north fagade faces East Ripley
Street. The roof is flat, with a low parapet on east and west, and the roofing material is asphalt.
The walls are load-bearing brick masonry reinforced in places by concrete plastering over
deteriorating brick. The historic appearance of the building had assumed two phases. From the
year of construction, circa 1904 to circa 1920, the building was two stories in height, horizontally
massed, and 85 feet deep (see below, Alterations), with its long and short axes in the same relative
position to East Ripley Street and Second Street. Sometime between 1913 and 1925, the building
was modified by removing the second story and, presumably, using the materials to add onto the
back of the first story, making it the building as it stands today. The Harris Palace Store has
maintained a simple, modestly adorned Commercial Style typical of Late 19" and Early 20
Century American Movements architecture and continues its commercial function.

Exterior

The Harris Palace Store is a typical early-twentieth-century one-part commercial block building.!
Its main fagade, on the north, is characterized by a storefront; an expanse of wall that carries
display window areas flanking and a recessed entry. The upper portion of the wall (above a
clerestory window area that spans the width of the storefront) carries a “ghost sign” of lettered
advertising typical of that era. The facade is taller than one story in order to give an air of
prominence to an otherwise unpretentious presentation. Also typical is the decorated cornice under
the parapet. The parapet terminates at the edges of the fagade where it connects with brick pillars
that extend up past the parapet. The lower two-thirds of the brick pillars are plastered with grey
painted concrete. Other brick decoration includes shallow-arched window headers in the west
(secondary) fagade, which has secondary entrance areas. Although the west elevation is minimally

" Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Commercial Architecture (Washington, D.C.:
The Preservation Press, 1987), 54-55, 63.
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fenestrated, its blank wall between cornice and windows and entries also carries “ghost sign”
advertising. At the top of the west wall are a decorated and pilastered cornice and a parapet.

In the north (primary) facade there are 3 bays. The center bay accommodates a recessed entry bay
that is created by inwardly angled, fixed display windows flanking a double-door entry. The
painted wood doors remain in their original wood casings and are 1x1 two-light, or “3/4 light”
doors with a single panel at the foot. The window casings are the original wood, and the glazing
is newer plate glass but replicates the original glazing. The angled display windows on either side
of the doors rest on a brick knee wall plastered with concrete and painted dark gray. The knee wall
continues along the face of the fagade, parallel to the street, to the east and west of the entry bay
to support larger display-window bays that flank the entry, which comprise the two outer bays.
The openings in each of these flanking bays originally held full-width, fixed, plate glass, display
windows that were removed at an unknown date, perhaps during a 1994 change in ownership. The
openings were infilled with board and batten, into which are cut smaller window openings
containing paired, two-over-two, aluminum, single-hung window units. They are protected by
metal security bars on the exterior.

Spanning across the fagade’s width, between the two end pillars, and between the storefront and
the clerestory area, is an awning composed of a wooden framework covered with corrugated metal
roofing. It shades the windows and entry and is suspended from the wall by guy wires. Also
spanning the building width, between the two end pillars, and directly above the awning is an area
containing board-and-batten siding. It conceals the openings for clerestory windows; their
presence or absence is impossible to determine without removing the siding. Some of the clerestory
was visible as late as 1994. Above the clerestory windows, the wall is reinforced with a steel beam,
to which are attached the awning’s guy wires. Above that, the flat and slightly inset wall is
comprised of original face brick. Between the clerestory and the top of the parapet remains a “ghost
sign,” a strip of stenciled advertising that remains faintly visible on the brick wall. Its white block
lettering denotes: “THE PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES.” Above the signage,
the cornice comprises a span of decorative raised brickwork, set vertically like dentils in four rows,
projecting upward and outward across the parapet, and the stenciled word “HARRIS” is now only
faintly visible across the decoration.

The west facade, which is the second most important building face, gives access from Second
Street. It presents in four bays organized by a parapet that steps down from north to south, and by
inset sign boards. Each bay terminates in an outwardly projecting shallow pilaster at the parapet.
Bays 1, 2, and 3 are original to the 1904 building; bay 4 is an addition dating to 1913-1925; exact
year of construction unknown. The fenestration pattern presently appears to reflect that of the 1904
original core of the building and retains the openings added in the historic alteration.

From north to south, the first bay of the original 1904 building has 3 openings: a non-historic
square opening set high in the wall for a louvered metal cooking ventilator, also non-historic; a
small, non-historic, infilled square opening of unknown purpose is set low in the wall; and a
historic arched opening for a window that is set about halfway up in the wall. The window has a
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wide surround, and slightly projecting sill, both plastered with concrete that is painted grey. The
window has a non-historic metal awning that hides almost the entire opening. Below the parapet,
the “ghost sign” in the sign board displays the word “HARRIS.”

To the south, in the second bay of the original 1904 building, is a single historic opening containing
an arch-topped window identical in placement, material, and description as the neighboring
window in the first bay. It also has a match metal awning of unknown date that covers most of the
opening. Again, beneath the parapet is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled words: “GEN’L MDSE.”

Further south is the third bay of the original 1904 building, containing a single historic opening at
grade for an entry. It is placed at the north end of the bay but is sited about mid-building. The
opening is arched and contains an arch over a transom window over a doorway, but the door
opening has been infilled with sheet metal. A wide door surround, flush with the wall and tapering
to a right triangle at the top of the opening, has been plastered with concrete. The transom window
has a matching metal awning that covers almost all of the opening. Again, beneath the parapet in
this bay is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled word “WHOLESALE.”

At the south end of the west face is the fourth bay. It comprises the historic addition to the building
dating to the period 1913-1925. It is constructed of the same red-orange face brick as the original
1904 material. The bay comprises two window openings flanking a door opening. The window
opening to the north of the door is arched, and has a double row of rowlock bricks as a header, and
contains a two-over-two, wood hung window that is presumed historic. A matching metal awning
covers most of the upper sash of the window. The door opening also sits under a rowlock-header
arch with transom window and contains a two-by-two light, three-panel wood door, also presumed
historic. The window opening to the south of the door is also arched with the rowlock header and
a two-over-two, wood hung window that is presumed historic. A matching metal awning covers
most of the upper sash of the window. Both the windows and the doorway have metal security
screens on the exterior. Again, beneath the parapet is a “ghost sign” with the stenciled words “AND
RETAIL.” A characteristic of the addition is the brick pattern, which, like the other bays, is laid
up in the original 1904 pattern of six stretchers and a header, but the header rows do not align with
the header rows of the other bays and there is a visible joint where the two building phases meet.
From ground to about three feet up in the wall, the brick in this elevation has been protected by a
coat of dark gray concrete plaster that extends the depth of the building, creating a watertable.
Placed outside the building, sitting on the ground, are two air conditioner condensers. Electrical
connections are secured to the wall.

Presently, the south (rear) wall, also in utility brick, has one vehicle/loading door infilled with
corrugated sheet metal on the west and a pedestrian door opening infilled with concrete blocks on
the east. Viewed from the inside, the pedestrian door is seen to have a two-part wood-framed
transom over a wood door casing still in place but filled with sheet metal. On the exterior, the
bottom corners of the south wall are protected by a projecting concrete footing that appears to be
original to the building. The south elevation’s openings are protected by a wood-framed sheet-
metal-covered awning of unknown vintage. This elevation has no parapet.
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The east wall, constructed of orange-colored utility brick, is one continuous, unfenestrated expanse
of material. It was presumably intended as a party wall for a one-story building erected in 1910 on
the next lot east, which is no longer extant. A plain, undecorated parapet is stepped gradually
downward seven times to the rear and has two upwardly projecting pilasters. Presently, the wall
exhibits areas of deteriorating brick, with a joint-line that might indicate the point at which the
alteration/addition began. Further, the brick bond in the addition varies in its stretcher-header series
and has scattered black bricks. In the wall is a square area that appears to have had an opening at
some point in time but is now filled with a regular brick bond of six stretchers and a header, as
seen in the west and east walls. In random areas, concrete is plastered over deteriorating brick.
“Dots” of plaster regularly appear from north to south in the wall at an appropriate roof height for
supporting the non-extant adjoining building.

Interior

The building’s interior is divided into three rooms. The front (north) room is/was the store proper
and is accessed from East Ripley Street. The space has a concrete floor. Each of the display
windows retains its original display platform for “window dressing.” The walls and ceiling are
covered with corrugated metal siding. At the south end, a metal-covered wall has a central doorway
accessing the second room. This room has concrete floors, brick walls, and a presumed original
pressed metal ceiling. An entry opening and a window in the west wall are infilled and plastered
over. A doorway in the south wall of this room accesses the third, southernmost, room, which is
the addition. Entering this area, and viewing the wall between the two rooms, one sees that part of
it is the building’s original 1904 brick south or “rear” wall, is now reduced to about three feet on
each side left in place in order to support the rest of the structure. The third room also has pressed
metal ceiling material. The ceiling is missing in places, and the roof structure is visible. The room
retains the historic, deteriorated, but functionally useable windows and door in the west wall. The
walls are brick and the floor is concrete. The south wall of this third room has the infilled openings
for a pedestrian door and a vehicle door. It is reasonable to suggest that the present appearance of
the two rear rooms is the same as their historic appearance.

Alterations

The building’s 1904 historic appearance changed from its original as a two story block to a one-
story block. From 1904 until alteration at an unknown date sometime between 1913 (year of a
historic photo showing two stories) and 1925 (date of sale by Harris), the Harris Palace Store was
a two-part commercial block, in the Commercial style. In 1904 the building was decorated much
like it is today. It was a two-story parapeted building with a flat roof and wood-framed doors and
windows in north, west, and south walls in both floors. In the second story of the north facade
(from a circa 1911 photo) two tall, narrow, arched window openings contained large hung
windows. A shallow wooden awning covered the width of the clerestory and sheltered the
doorway. The first-story openings were as presently, although the display windows were fully
filled with plate glass. The original 1904 two-story west facade (from 1911 photo) had numerous
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openings in its now non-extant second story. Its wall was marked by 9 projecting pilasters.
Between each pilaster was a tall, narrow, arched window opening, 8 in number, but between the
second and third pilasters was a second-story entryway accessed by an external stair against the
wall. The stair and entry accessed the room or rooms inside. Just at the top of the windows, all the
way across the side of the building, Harris painted the large block letters “THE HARRIS PALACE
STORE”. Above the windows was a decorated cornice band with a ribbon of arched, projecting
brickwork, and above that rose a level parapet. The 1904 south wall had one doorway that led to
an open area and a separate small building or “warehouse” (per 1905/1911 fire insurance map) on
the rear of the lot. The small building may have been incorporated into the addition during the
1913-1925 alteration. In its 1904 incarnation (from a 1906 photo) the Harris store’s east wall
appears to have had no openings, as far as may be determined. Its only distinguishing feature was
the block-lettered signage “HARRIS/THE PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES”
painted just below the parapet. No reason is known for the alteration to one story. Judging from
the general quality and condition of the brick, and factoring in local acknowledgment that
substandard brick prevailed throughout the downtown area, it is reasonable to suggest that the
upper floor of the building may have been structurally deficient [see Fig. 3]. When the building
was altered, the facades assumed their present appearance.

Alterations to the post-circa 1925 one-story Harris Palace Store, which is the subject of this
nomination, have included infilling two display windows in the north facade and the insertion of
smaller hung windows. They also include the covering of the clerestory windows above the
storefront. The west facade was punctured in two places for venting of some type, the two entries
have now have awnings, one entry is blocked by sheet metal, and awnings and security screening
has been added to windows. The south fagade’s two entry openings have been infilled with sheet
metal and concrete block. There have been no known alterations to the east fagcade, except for the
loss of the neighboring building which has exposed the elevation. The non-historic alterations, for
which a date of 1994 have been suggested (due to a change in ownership) do not overly impact the
building’s integrity, as the core and the majority of exterior surfaces and fenestration pattern
remain intact.

The assessment of the historic alteration date and its characteristics was made via comparisons of
1904 and 1904/corrected to 1911 fire insurance maps, as two stories; circa 1906, circa 1911, and
1913 (dated) photos, as two stories; 1925 deed of sale record at McClain County Clerk Office; and
1930 fire insurance map as showing the building as an expanded one story (See Figs. 1-5,
Continuation Form, Sheets 8/1 through 8/5).

The Harris Palace Store projects the Late 19" Century-Early 20" Century American Movements’
simple, straightforward one-part Commercial Style that indicates its functions and its commercial
significance throughout the period 1904-1930. The building maintains sufficient integrity in all
seven aspects to enable listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

8. Statement of Significance
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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(Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1904-1930

Significant Dates
_ 1904
1913-1925

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
_N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Harris Palace Store, located at 214 East Ripley Street, in Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma,
on the town’s commercial square, is nominated for the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion A for its local significance in the area of Commerce in Byars for the period of
significance 1904-1930. Erected in Byars’s second year of existence, the “general merchandise”
building represents the earliest development of small-town business entities during the last years
of the Indian Territory era. The building is one of the town’s three extant resources representing
that early-day commercial activity and of the three, it pre-dates its peers by at least one year. In
the period between 1913 and 1925 the Harris Palace Store was altered from a two-story
Commercial Style building to a one-story building in the same architectural style and the footprint
of the remaining first floor was expanded in size. The building retained its original retail
commercial purpose and continued as such until at least 1930, after which no documents exists to
suggest a commercial service to the community. Although the setting of a downtown commercial
area around a public square has diminished considerably since the 1930s, the Harris Palace Store
retains more than sufficient integrity in the other six aspects to enable its listing, and it retains the
feeling and associations of a once-vital downtown commercial square.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The Harris Palace Store building, located at 214 East Ripley Street, is significant at the local level
under Criterion A, for its association with the history of Commerce in Byars, McClain County,
Oklahoma. The period of significance is 1904-1930, an era that was also Byars’s commercial
heyday in the last years of the Chickasaw Nation and Indian Territory. The building is one of three
remaining pre-statehood (pre-1907) Indian Territory-era commercial resources in the downtown
business section. Although the building has been altered (date unknown but between late 1913 and
1925), it was one of the first brick commercial buildings, and one of the first buildings overall,
erected in the small community of Byars, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, which was platted
in April 1903.

Commerce Significance:

Railroad development in the immediate area may have stimulated establishment of Byars because
the terrain was level and easy for construction. Plans for the Guthrie and Western Railway
Company (GR&W) building a line southward from Shawnee may have prompted the platting of a
bona fide townsite at the Byars location in 1903 during the Chickasaw Nation allotment process.
The GR&W would pass beside the new townsite of Byars and reach Pauls Valley in 1904.
Subsequently, the Canadian Valley and Western Railway’s (CV&W) east-west line, also in the
making in the early 1900s, may have also stimulated the placement of the townsite location.
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Located 25 miles southeast of Purcell (the present seat of McClain County), the new community
was named for Katie Byars, a Chickasaw (and her husband, Nathan Byars, an intermarried white),
who is said to have donated part of her allotment for a town square (this has not been verified).
Byars received a designated post office in April 1903,% an indication that at least one business
operated.

Byars’s commercial community grew at a quick pace. Early enterprises included a grocery, a meat
market, two drug stores, a furniture store, a jeweler, and two shoe-and-boot shops. The town had
its complement of travel-oriented amenities, including two hotels and a wagon yard (where farmers
could park their wagons, stable their teams, and camp out for the night), Two restaurants were
available for travelers and farm families who came to town to do business with the cotton gin or
purchase seed and supplies at the hardware and implements dealer or the lumberyard, or to borrow
money at one of two banks in already in operation. In 1904-05 there were five “general
merchandise” stores in Byars.® These included a commercial operation occupying the large, two-
story brick building at 214 East Ripley Street, which is the subject of this nomination. As early as
August 1905 a “Palace Store” began advertising in the Byars Banner. The names “J. A. Harris”
and “R. Harris” as proprietors of the “Palace Store” soon became connected with the advertising.*

Byars’s commercial life was centered on a large public square bounded by Second and Third
Streets (to the west and east respectively) and East Ripley and East Main Streets (to the south and
north, respectively). The square proper us/was a park, with the commercial buildings on the
opposite sides of the four streets, facing the park. A June 1904 Clarkson Fire Insurance map shows
more than 60 commercial buildings arranged around a large public square; most are on the west
side with a few on the other sides. Only five of these first pre-1907 buildings were constructed of
brick (with load-bearing masonry walls).’ [See Fig. 1, Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, L.T.,
June 1904, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/1] Three were on the west side, one on the north, and one
on the south. The rest were wood-frame buildings typical of the early years of a Western town.

The five “bricks” included a two-story Commercial Style general store (now addressed at 214 East
Ripley Street) on the square’s southwest corner (Lot 18/Block 11). The largest and most substantial
of the five pre-statehood brick buildings, at 28 by 85 feet it housed the Harris Palace Store, which

2 A. M. Gibson, The Chickasaws (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971), 307-09; Preston George, “Railroads
of Oklahoma,” Oklahoma Department of Transportation, January 1970-April 1978, 34, 38; ; Lisa Fisher and Amanda
Terrill, “How Byars Got Its Name,” in Joyce Rex, McClain County History and Heritage, Book 3 (Purcell, Okla.:
McClain County Historical and Genealogical Society, 1986), 54-55. Byars did not receive an entry in R. L. Polk’s
Oklahoma and Indian Territory Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1903, an indication that no business houses
may yet have been present.

3 “Estimates of Relative Fire Hazard, Byars, Chickasaw Nation, Ind. Terr., Pop. 300, June 1904,” Rating Booklet to
accompany fire insurance map, John A. Kirschner Collection, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City.

4 Byars Banner, 2 June, 21 July, 28 July, 4 August, 11 August 1905, 2 January 1906.

5 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I. T., June 1904. One was on the north side (Lot 1/Block 10), three on the
west side (Lots 14, 15, 16,/Block 9), and one on the south side of the square (Lot 18/Block 11). All are pictured in
pink, for brick, on the 1904 map. In 1905 another was built across Lots 15 and 16/Block 11 in 1905, and before
1906 two more were erected on Lots 5 and 6/Block 9. Only three of the pre-1907 bricks (those on Lot 18/ Block 11
and on Lots 5 and 6/Block 9) are extant.
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is the subject of this nomination. The building may have been erected by Nathan and Katie Byars
or by James A. and Ruth Harris.® It was the largest and most imposing in town in 1904, with a
lodge hall and the town’s telephone exchange in the second story and Harris’s dry-goods and
general merchandise in the first story. Harris proudly erected a huge sign at the top of the parapet
in the north elevation, “THE PALACE STORE” and stenciled his name and the nature of his
commercial enterprise below the parapet on the east and south sides of the building in large block
letters; on the west: THE HARRIS PALACE STORE, and on the east, HARRIS DRY GOODS &
GROCERIES/PALACE STORE COUNTRY PRODUCE.”” [See Fig. 2, Harris Palace Store and
south/west sides of square, 1906, Continuation Sheet 8/2; and Fig. 3, Harris Palace Store, west
elevation, dated to post-1910 fire, Continuation Sheet 8/3]

Another boost to the commercial economy came soon. Between 1906 and 1908 the CV&W
Railway’s successor, the Oklahoma Central Railway Company (later acquired by the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1914), built 39.9 miles of line that extended to Purcell
through Byars and Ada from Lehigh’s coal fields.® Rail access, town building, and the allotment
process in the Chickasaw Nation subsequently created prosperity in a once-sleepy ranching
country.

In 1905 and for the next half-dozen years, Byars’s prosperous merchants set about replacing their
wood-frame buildings with brick and stone. In the context of small-town history, a brick building
not only signaled a business owner’s prosperity but also indicated a town’s permanence and its
safety from fire. The number of brick buildings grew to more than twenty, all but one or two ranged
on the west side of the square, with scattered brick buildings, frame buildings, and vacant lots on
the other three sides.’ [Fig. 4, Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., 1905/corrected to 1911,
Continuation Sheet 8/4]

Over the next decades Byars became an important regional nexus for agricultural service
businesses that flourished through the 1900s, 1910s, and 1920s.!° Despite setbacks due to fires,
war, and agricultural depression, the town grew from roughly 300 in 1905 to 537 at 1907 statehood
to 626 in 1920, the peak year. During the post-World War I agricultural depression the town

6 The Harrises acquired the lot and the building on March 30, 1906, from Nathan and Katie Byars. See Nathan Byars
and Katie Byars to R. Harris, Warranty Deed, 30 March 1906, Register of Deeds, County Clerk Office, McClain
County, Book 7, page 227. See also Byars Banner, 11 August 1905.

7 Photo, 1906, in Rex, McClain County History, Book 1, 38. See also photo, 1911, Book 1, page, 62; this photo was
erroneously dated 1906 in Rex, but is properly dated to 1911, according to known building occupancy by Richards
Drugs on Ripley on November 25, 1910 and continuing through the autumn of 1911, after which Richards moved
to the west side of the square. See also Byars Banner, 7 October 1910, 25 November 1910 and 10 August 1911.

8 George, “Railroads,” 30, 31, 37, 38.

9 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., 1905/corrected to 1911.

10 Gibson, Chickasaws, 307-09; George, “Railroads” 30, 31, 34, 38; Augustus J. Veenendahl, “Oklahoma Central
Railway,” The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 2009),
accessed online at www.okhistory.org, 28 November 2018; Joy F. Thompson, “Byars,” The Encyclopedia of
Oklahoma History and Culture, accessed online at www.okhistory.org, 28 November 2018; George Shirk, Oklahoma
Place Names (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1974), 38 .
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retained its viability in the 1920s because of an oil boom in the area. In 1930 the population
numbered around 500 residents, still a respectable number to support commerce. State gazetteers
indicate at least 36 businesses in 1909-10, 40 in 1911, 28 in 1913, and 33 in 1918.!! They
comprised the usual complement of service providers and regularly included from four to six
“general merchandise and grocery” businesses. Commerce was also stimulated by the automobile-
based tourism of the 1920s and 1930s, centering on a nearby lake that had been created by the
construction of the Santa Fe Railway line. Now called Byars Lake, it continues to be a factor in
keeping the town alive.

James A. and Ruth Harris continued to operate their general merchandise/dry goods/grocery
business in the Harris Palace Store premises from mid-1905 through February 1926. During much
of that time the second story of the building accommodated both a lodge hall and the local
telephone exchange. At some point between August 1913 and December 1925, within a twelve-
year period, the Harrises altered the Harris Palace Store building.!> They removed its upper story
and used the bricks to extend the one-story to a full-lot depth, about 128 feet, and incorporated the
site of a smaller building that had existed at the alley. Judging from the general quality and
condition of the brick, and factoring in local acknowledgment that substandard brick prevailed
throughout the downtown area, it is reasonable to conclude that the upper floor of the Harris
building may have been in jeopardy of collapse.!® After the alteration, the Harrises continued to
operate the enterprise in the now one-story building, and once again they stenciled their customary
“identity” advertising signs in large block letters on the north and west elevations, just below the
new parapet. These are still visible and indicate, in the north elevation, “HARRIS” AND “THE
PALACE STORE/DRY-GOODS & GROCERIES” and in the west elevation, “HARRIS/ GEN’L
MDSE/ WHOLESALE/ AND RETAIL.”!* They did not mark the east elevation this time. In late
February 1926, the Harrises sold their building to another local retailer, E. R. Harrison, and moved
to Texas.!?

After the Harrises departed, unknown persons continued to operate a store in the building at least
until 1930, after which its story fades into obscurity. The year 1930 has been selected as the end
of the period of significance because no further evidence has been found to suggest the nature of
the building’s service to the Byars community after that date. E. R. Harrison, himself a prominent
merchant with a retail/wholesale store in competition with Harris, may have used the Harris
building for storage, sold the Palace Store building in 1954. Over the next decades it changed
hands numerous times. In the 1970s and 1980s a local rancher reportedly stored feed in it. The

11 R, L. Polk’s Oklahoma State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1909-10, 1911, 1913, 1918 (Detroit, Mich.: R. L.
Polk Co., 1909-1918; Daily Oklahoman, 23 May 1927; Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Byars, Oklahoma, January 1930;
12 photo dated July 25-26, 1913, showing Palace Store as two story; J. A. Harris et ux to E. R Harrison, Warranty
Deed, 22 February 1926, Register of Deeds, County Clerk Office, McClain County, Book SF2, page 600.

13 Compare Clarkson Fire Insurance Map of 1905/1911 with Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1930. The 1930 Sanborn
Map indicates that the full extent of Lot 18, Block 11 is occupied by a one-story building from street to alley; the
Telephone Exchange has been moved half a block to the east into a small building.

14 personal observation by D. Everett, 14 February 2019; a photo from 1994 shows the north elevation’s signage
more clearly visible than in 2019; see Fig. 9.

15 Harris et ux to Harrison, Warranty Deed, 22 February 1926.
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building was reoccupied for commercial pursuits in the early 1990s as Byars Quick Stop, later as
Gigi’s, and in 2015 as River Bank General Store, which remains in 2019.1¢

Additional Developmental Context:

As with most small towns in their developmental years, Byars was plagued by fires in the
commercial section; the town’s leaders were not able to set up a public waterworks system until
the late 1930s.!” On November 5, 1910, a huge conflagration destroyed almost the entire block of
buildings on the west side of the square, along Second Street.'® The buildings on lots 9 through
11, mid-block, were wood-frame; the buildings at the north end on lots 16 through 18 were also
wood. Fire eliminated all of them. In between the two sets of frame buildings were small brick
buildings on lots 12 through 15; the proximity to the flames and heat severely damaged them,
perhaps beyond repair. Only two west-side brick buildings escaped damage; those were the two
the south end on lots 5 and 6, addressed at 108 and 109 Second Street, respectively. Historic photos
dated 1906, 1909, 1911, and 1913 confirm the types of buildings on the west side before and after
the 1910 fire, and a 1917 photo shows the west side as having been rebuilt with brick buildings,
even on some lots that had already had them. Brick and mortar are not immune to the deleterious
effect of fire, intense heat, and water.!” [See again Fig. 2, Harris Store and South/West sides of
square, 1906, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/2; see also Fig. 6, Byars square, west side, 1909,
Continuation Form, Sheet 8/6; Fig. 7, Byars square, west and north sides, 1913, Continuation
Form, Sheet 8/7; Fig. 8, Byars square, west and north sides, 1917, Continuation Form, Sheet 8/8]
In the 1920s the buildings on the north side along East Main Street, burned.? Only half of them
were replaced. By 1930, only 26 buildings existed around the square, most on the west side, a few
on the north and south, and none on the east side. In the early 1930s the west side burned again.?!
The constant destruction and replacement, and the consequent attrition, left many lots vacant and
buildings unusable or in an imperiled condition.

As of February 2019 Byars has only nine pre-1930 brick commercial buildings on the square, only
three of which were constructed during the Indian Territory era, and one of which is the Harris

16 Bo Cail, Mayor of Byars, in-person and telephone interviews by D. Everett, 14 and 25 February 2019; Jim Etter,
“Town of Byars Fights Downbhill Pull,” Daily Oklahoman, 7 November 1994.

17 Ramon Martin, “Scraps from the Rag Bag,” Daily Ardmoreite (Ardmore, Okla.), 16 June 1935; Sanborn Fire
Insurance Map, 1930.

8 Daily Oklahoman, 6 November 1910; Byars Banner, 11 November 1910.

19 This conclusion was reached by a process of correlating the fire insurance maps of 1904, 1905/corr. 1911, and
1930 (lot numbers and construction type) with historic streetscape photos dated to 1906, 1909, circa 1910, 1913,
and 1917, and with newspaper reports of those years, coupled with observation of buildings extant in 2019. A total
of 9 early-twentieth-century buildings are extant around the square in Byars; 6 post-date the fire of 1911. See Rex,
McClain County History, Book 1/p. 38, Book 2/p. 43, Book 3/p. 63; 1909 and 1917 photos provided by Ashlee
Burnett, Byars, Oklahoma.

20 0della Hanks Haynes, “Life in Byars,” from the Purcell Register, 16 March 1989, reprinted in Rex, McClain County
History, Book 3, 62; Martin, “Scraps.” Other fires on the square are documented to October 26 and November 29
1917.

21 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Byars, Oklahoma, 1930; Haynes, “Life in Byars,” 62.
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Palace Store. The square, now largely unoccupied, also has a half-dozen metal buildings on the
north and east sides and two new brick buildings on the south side. The 9 that survived a century
of fire, the vicissitudes of economics, and out-migration are: 214 East Ripley Street, 218 East
Ripley Street, 108 Second Street, 109 Second Street, 112-113 Second Street, 114 Second Street,
119 Second Street, 120 Second Street, and an unaddressed building at approximately 215 East
Main Street.

More importantly, because of fire’s destruction of the west side, the 1904 Harris Palace Store
building, at 214 East Ripley Street, achieved the distinction of being one of only 3 pre-statehood
(pre-1907) Indian Territory commercial buildings that remain to illustrate the town’s founding and
its earliest commercial history. The second-oldest buildings in town, those at 108 and 109 Second
Street, on Lots 5 and 6 of Block 9 were erected at some point between 1905 and 1906.22 At 108
Second Street, on the corner, is a small, two-story building that was formerly a bank. Half a lot
deep, it has missing windows and doors and boarded window and door openings and badly
deteriorating brick. Next door, the building on Lot 6, a one-story half-lot-deep commercial space,
is also brick; it has a partially collapsed roof, its openings are boarded, and its unsupported walls
are in imminent danger of collapse. The other six buildings appear to have been erected after
statehood.?®

The Harris Palace Store is in fair-to-poor condition but still functional. There have been few
exterior alterations post-1930 other than reduction in size/replacement of two display windows in
the north wall, blocking of three openings in the west wall and two in the south wall, addition of
removable window awnings in the west wall, and thin-coat plastering of the brick along the north
and west walls from the ground to watertable height, about three feet above grade, to deter spalling.
[Fig. 9, 1994 photo, D. McDaniel photo, Continuation Sheet 8/8] The original first-story
fenestration pattern remains intact, signage remains visible, and the building retains sufficient
integrity to enable listing.

As one of three remaining pre-statehood (pre-1907) Indian Territory/Chickasaw Nation
commercial resources in Byars and as the only one with intact physical and functional integrity,
the 1904 Harris Palace Store building, at 214 East Ripley Street, has maintained its historical
location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and as much association as can be made within
a setting repeatedly reduced by fires, nature’s elements, and neglect. The setting, on a square in
the center of town, has been modified by attrition, but still within sight of the Harris Palace Store
are buildings that are its contemporaries. The small constellation of commercial buildings still
reflects the original concept of town platting with a commercial center and public square that was
established by the community at its 1903 beginning. Retaining much of its integrity in all aspects,
from its original incarnation through its alteration, Harris Palace Store at 214 East Ripley Street is
well able to transmit information about Byars’s pre-statehood, territorial-era commercial history,

22 They do not appear on the 1904 Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, but they are partly visible in the photo dated to
1906.
23 See note 18, above.
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and is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A, for its local significance in the history
of Commerce for Byars, McClain County, Oklahoma, during the period of significance 1904-1930.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
_____previously listed in the National Register

_____previously determined eligible by the National Register

____ designated a National Historic Landmark
_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
_____recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

_X _ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
_____Federal agency
__ Local government
___University
_____ Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _Less than 1 (one) acre

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 34.874148 Longitude: -97.053365
2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:
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Or

UTM References

Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing:

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The property’s boundary includes all of Lot 18 in Block 11 of Byars City.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

These are the property’s legally recorded boundaries, as found in the records of the McClain County
Tax Assessor and the McClain County Clerk Office, Register of Deeds, Book 7, page 227.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title:  Dianna Everett. Consultant to Preservation Oklahoma. Inc.
organization:

street & number: 2510 Countrywood Ln

city or town:_Edmond state: __ OK zip code:_73012-6433

e-mail: __weaver25@cox.net
telephone:_(405) 348-4679
date:_14 March 2019
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the
sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph
number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be
listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Harris Palace Store

City or Vicinity: Byars

County:  McClain State: Oklahoma

Photographer: Dianna Everett

Date Photographed: 14 February 2019

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of

camera:
Photo Number | Content Camera Direction
1 of 5 North (front) facade South
2of5 West (side) facade East-Northeast
3of5 South (rear) elevation North
4 of 5 East (side) elevation West-Southwest
50f5 Interior of middle room with original finishes | East
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Fig. 1. Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, I.T., June 1904.




NPS Form 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___ 11 Page

OMB No. 1024-0018

Harris Palace Store

Name of Property
McClain, Oklahoma

County and State
N/A

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Fig. 2. Harris Palace Store and South/West sides of square, 1906.
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Fig. 3. Harris Palace Store, west elevation, dated to post-1910 fire.




NPS Form 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___ 11 Page

OMB No. 1024-0018

Harris Palace Store

Name of Property
McClain, Oklahoma

County and State
N/A

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Fig. 4. Clarkson Fire Insurance Map, Byars, |.T., January 1905/corr. To 1910, 1911.
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Fig. 5. Harris Palace Store (far right), two story, 25-26 July 1913.
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Fig. 6. Byars square, West side, 1909.
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Fig. 7. Byars square, west and north sides, 1913.
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Fig. 8. Byars square, west and north sides, 1917.
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Fig. 9. Store at Byars, Oct. 1994. Daily Oklahoman, Doug McDaniel photo.
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Oklahoma Historical Society rounded may 27, 1893

State Historic Preservation Office

Oklahoma History Center « 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive * Oklahoma City, OK 73105-7917
{405} 521-6249 » Fax (405) 522-0816 « www.okhistory.org/shpo/shpom.htm

August 5, 2019

Joy Beasley

Keeper and Chief National Register and
National Historic Landmark Programs

National Park Service

1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7228

Washington D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Beasley:

We are pleased to transmit three National Register of Historic Places nominations for Oklahoma
properties. The nominations are for the following properties:

Harris Palace Store, 214 East Ripley Street, Byars, McClain County

Oklahoma City Schools Administration Building, 400 North Walnut, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
County

Trinity United Presbyterian Church, 2301 Northeast 23 Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
County

A fourth nomination is being sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for processing.

All members of the Historic Preservation Review Committee (state review board) were
present for the public meeting at which each of these nominations was considered and the
recommendation to the State Historic Preservation Officer was formulated. Therefore, the
member possessing the requisite professional qualifications for evaluation of each nominated
property participated in the recommendation's formulation.

We look forward to the results of your review. If there any further questions regarding the
nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Slncerely,

p T»/-éég (’/ W
_—"Lynda Ozan
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

*Enclosures
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Sometimes our competitors howl and say ugly things about Our =p:cial
Sale, but we observe that people who buy goods know where their monev will
securé the most afd best. It is well for all of us to do likewise. My success
is due to mastering the art of buying.

A farmer receives less money for his labor than any other class
sixty cents a day. Why, then, should he hesitate to avail himgclf of the
of portunity to save a small part of his earnings by trading where he receives

.......

x| the most and best. For instance, our competitors sell laniern globes at |5
- and 20 cents; we sell them for 5 cents!

Cn-c and bqim vour family for a day’s outing and trading. Make our

mif your tnde and wishing you a Merry Christmas and a
Very truly,
R. HARRIS.

ADVERTISED LETTERS.
The fo!luwing letters rema
unclsimed in the post offy
B’lf‘ Jan,. 1 1906, [0 n.tcall
for in thirty days they w
#¢08 Lo the Dead Laotter office
Washiagton, D. C

THE SANTA YE ‘TIME TABLE.
FASSENGER.
dulo at 9.50 p. m.
" 5 8B%pwm
D TRAIN,

at 8802 m
n wilbpmw

B S b ]

i
- »

at

e SRS
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, ' M & Choice Assortment of

AND PORK.

Qe’ 50111 reasonable prices.
Mbuﬂding East slde Square, Byars, I. T.

L

L R e e —— ——

% .

Mortgages and

-ﬁfpn&ting the. finishing touches on
" Jshe Lokey. bailding this week, and
‘|they say the building will he com

43.M. Mitchel of Johnson, The

"aut of the Palace Store made a bus-

E- anktu and dughm.

pased through Byars Monday en-
{route to McGee, where they will
‘spend peveral d.tyl visiting friends
‘and relatives, -

 Messrs, Hogglrd and Lincoln are

pleted and ready for occupancy by
the first of next week"

: Dr. R.F. Lees, from notthern
Alabama is here prospecting with
a view to locating in this country,
He is visiting his old trwnd\ Mr.

doctor says he is very favorably
impressed with this country.

‘I'ne Lokey building 1s fast near
ing completion and as soon as it is
completed. T.G. Siler will move
hig large stock of drygoods and gro
ceries 1nto it, the present building
‘now occupied by Mr, Siler is much
too small for his larce stock of
goods.

F

J. A. Harris the popular merch-

iness trip to Pnrcell and Lexington
first of the gr_ee'x. He says that the

-

e. MoGufly, of. Prague, Okls., |

VWIODE W ae juptes Y
Harrisson our assistant _edil
devil* Mr Leslie Rogers is ]
us to get out thisissue of th
for wich he has our thanks.

Highest prices paid fc
potatoes,” cabbage, beant
toes, and watermelons . at
Nowbom-

~ J, A. Slusher one s of tﬁel
Unpion enthusstics, residing
5 mile west of vown was-x
ing the picnic. Mr. Blusl
one of the hack men who !
dated the people with cony
to and from the picnic. He
a good business and but litt

Messrs B. P. Johneou,
Shumaker, W. T. Wilson,
Spivey and W.T. Cheek pr
farmers living near Wane
here the latter part of Il:
prospecting with a view to
and the gentlemen say tha
can rent suitable places t
move to thie country this
E. M. Scott and family
homa City, spent several
during the picoic. Mr. B¢
elactricran of of conside
perience and 1s the man
Byars Rod and Gun Club ¢
to operate the gasoline «
the lake duriyg the pic
also puts in ¢lectric ligl
snd repairs electtic and

O

p abal
o~

v

't_'

try is the best he has seen for sev-
eral years, ' :

Dr, Burfield the eongenisat pro-
priet.or of the Hotel Williams tells
us that over one hundred people
regiatered at the hotel during the
picnic. The doctor is still making
improvements in the way of ac-
commodations at the hotel, and is

building up a very flattering busi-
ness. .

LY

engines, Mr. Scott is
man the Byars Rod and
have ever employed that |
ly understood the engin
culd operate it under all ¢
The picﬁic Friday and
will be long remember
friends and fellow towns
Lokey,. Charles and W.
they having taken ady
the occasion to hold a

ugion. The following i






DEM REP

: Byars Bamnt, 11 Novﬁihber 1910 .
cal Option: for ... ..... 938.. aéamsu.zos..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.‘.
»IKW.....--.. 7“...‘!&\5”,202 ----------- e

Town Trustee...

Constable ........ 107..58 .. .61 1k

120, 54

Town Treasurer 112..59 . coru per aere, a
Justice Peace... 100, .71 .. 55 of Gai~ por sepe

\

1o, ~o kuiath

" SCHOOL NOTES : )| BIG FIRE s pmhy e

o2 First Grade,
Toy ’C,'ark S)ble- l-“elton Portion of Town
Agies, Hayvey OUrie Small |,
Iva McDowell  Amos_ Davis|  Fire broke out in the Wiljiams
dom Bogie Hn.mce Crain El'| 1y5¢e] Satuiday morning aliout
per ' slls  eifie Loverett. |4 o’clock aud swept everything
sucoud. Grade lan the west side of the square ea-
“Susie Ejzmond Wilma Keith | cept two building at the sout.
ulx,-; >mith Sammy Audeu-l\\est corner, one awned-by >ch
filer. « latwood Glen Powcll mcfnct and occupied by . ‘luck
ay Bostwek. er & Yon, and the S. Richards
Third Grade | Luilding occupied by Smith &
Raymond. Martin Rarn | Oliver,
dowell 2yree Derrick [l ; A brisk north winid drove t ¢
Meliowell Dooley Clark |flumes along with force and ri;
tladys Waguer BarniceSmall jdity that 1L was luipos- ible to
Willie Uavis B ster Wolf[stop them until ali the trame und

R don Mew!lows, briey buildings inthe rox
Coalpactor an der & 1
k> § v SRLGE B i3 -
- conrth Grade were wiped out, and 1t was Onih
work intawn orconniry Pry Fomt A e o
', snable. Byars ’ Duxe Uostick Minnic Lee|Wih the greatest ffort that i
; % dutler ‘Keta Bogle  Claudus | lames were prevent-d irom v

Marvin Butler. the next block south,

Pifth Grade Following 15 a lig of ¢
Nellic Nichols Muabel Chut-{losers: |
wooo, Hagdon Russel Sylvia S. 1. Williams, hotel buli
" . . 122000 ins
atran, Gladys Lokev  Lela *-"" ), insurance $1,000

|
|

7 & Byars ! - A greing - 7

| Eas? Sile Fquare ] ,4 wiio Eisis Felton Fay

/‘ on Tandy Clark Ilayv Mcllo- {ew ), insurance $1.000
rs | - . ; . ) ) . . ! ‘
‘q sil - Eulys Smith  Claude | ['armers Land m:x’d}_ok.. ‘

rents Winunie Ree w"‘ 1000, inswmance §580
; \ , 0. |
{

Omoto L‘ﬂd ow Sixth Grade ) i lf, Rippze, barler,
u()]"a, Clhitwood., Aumsa Ed £1.C00 msurance, $400
& . S SRS Dy, MeDauiel office 1t

—_————— !
' *awell
k

1J. C. COWGE]

Niacksmith “and Wou]'v ;
- 'E#ft Horseshoing |

Ifvou bave a goad Far

A Poond . .
: ‘100-" “ore - arres, g e . e and mstruments,
' °"°°’°"t9- o - Seventh Grade | Ajyere Smith, buildiug
u# 7“7. cash w.§ Cecil Bren's Arthur Els-'. . €100
' m&,'ddfeﬂs- '] ood Itoy Grider Eveal Jip| peods Drug Co. stoc s

<

ee, Viola Tucker Fupice Bu i o 0.
. : " IR o e e 1]
. Oy ‘ '\ . 3 ) g '
or  Alta “h" ' MITLruEe)  City Meat Market and R
r - go ' A ' <t ot ¥ | " +
ewhern lLuia Armstrong |rant, $1.000 Insurance $5)

| W127 B’“"
: 3 }‘
A BANILTON Pl
Sﬁud}m of the Conte

m“i ‘are as fnllows '

W Addie Wolf- “yars
hi- nyrﬂo Porter

Tessio llippee Verda O ('liw' | surance &1 000

) lu[l l“cn'u'kr Lura Tope ! Byars State Bank build:

Juzel Richard, [fixtures $2.50CQ insurance
i

=y ¢

NQTICE , res and building #1500
‘ surange.
Elder Tea Wamack, a clyistian] Amos Davis, stock, lo=3
reacher of Chism, will prw-h ful'y cavered,

od areh Sunday Npy, | insurance $1000, stocn §
' ,F,»cr\bodv insurance ‘l,o“’l

Pr. Clarkg of
strgments,

or the month ending Oct 2§~10 Morning Destroyed one Y
Half of the Buslness ¥ ansis €6

fcDaniel Vory Loxey - lrene jsing Ripley Street spreading o

Wil i. W. carns, hotel furnitore,

T ey 'y ,!p | ol = . @ s
L.t.hf, (rrace I P. [urk hmldma LU0, 1

Levi Carder, Postofiice i

. the lynt: coﬂgng«luon T (hc Harrison Dros, butlding $2

Byars Mercantile Co. stock (s - !

O. J. Brents, Dlu o Store loss' ‘M

ﬁbe f ot $ insuraunce ¥ £
i; ollowing puptls redieve |Starting In  the Williams  Smith & Oliver, removed da-| Pe¥
erfest Attendance Certificate| Hotel Early Satruday mage $500 fully covered 190 1 % &

- i
ou ree! the Bunner and the b
tar, ith $1 wyesr b

E)w.;cadcy \"m

A}

HON. LLE CR

b ) Y
W o e O

= ) "
‘. i1, i\ N ‘\. a ¥y
GOVERNMENT €

Bociety, for the purpose of govern
yrod and the bad. If the good men dor
attalre of government, we have good 'a
yerse |s true if the bad ¢ lgment preyal
wa will have just as good government
tu- gocd gevernment as we demand—no b

est yoters of the State parfcrm their
volcs on elgostion day, onf Slate gove
goge ta the poils and gaples 8n 'w"c'-
» worth mare o the Siste ang gom
who stay st home and spend thelir Uimw

; officials. | have no paligRes w h g
U envelopes himagit in 8 cloak of e
aloct from political ¢o wtests, 1 N
cumbpent on him ta take pan
. i gan ?
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'W. Stewart, postmaster.
.umber and Supply Co.
8, blacksmith.
‘live stock.
grain and hay dealer.
, live stock. .
J W. R R and Express
| Dry Goods.
» G H, general store.
hay dealer.
, hay dealer.

Population, 150. In
1ship, Custer county, 16
7est of Arapaho, the coun-
| 14 from Foss, its ship-
- Has a private bank and
wspaper, the Herald. Tele-
ction. Mail, daily. E. A.
jostmaster.

B, billiards. .
general store,

re and Impt Co.
ERALD, E A Oimstead

TATE BANK (Cap $10,-
»‘Frizzell Pres, George J

, drugs.
eorge L, blacksmith.
'V, mill
Hall, lumber.
* hlacksmith.

a0 R ‘ :'*—h
= 2TEER (1909)

~ BYARS. Population, 1,000, On. the
| A, T. &S.Feand 0. C. Rys,, in gy:l':

B ' B
Sl O%
v v 5

br. M o

.|

g e e, ' . '.‘".r;;
i s , : | o’ » b
. - ! ! L
i

Byrom

.

185

township, MecClain county, 25

southeast of Purcell, the cbunty !:g::
Ha_s Baptist, Methodist Episcopal and
Methodist Protestant churches, 2 banks
and a weekly newspaper, the Banner.
Tel, W. U. Exp, Am. and W., F. &

Co. Telephone connection. Levi Car-
der, postmaster.

American Trust Co, bankers. = -
Blair H 8, publr Byars Banner.,
Breuts J G, drugs.

Byvars Banner, H S Blair publr.

Byars Gin Co.

Byars State Bank (capital $13,750), W
J Thompson pres, B B Boylan cashr.

Carey-LLombard Lumber Co.

Clark W S, physician.

Cowgar & Cowgar, blacksmiths.

First National Bank (cap $25,000), W
H Eddelman pres, B E Broselton
cashr.

Fisher J B, grocer.

Fisher S R, furniture.

Flynt J E & Co, general store.

Harris R, general store.

Harrison & Crane, grocers.

Hotel Williams, A Y Roller mngr.

Hunter C H, R R, exp and tel agt.

Johnson G L, physician.

Jones —, restaurant.

Mossey L K, dentist.

Newbern T H, general store.

Parks G W, barber.

Richards S & Son, drugs.

Robinson E E, lumber.

Rudell W G, livery.

Saunders Rev G S (M E South).

Small & Newbern, real estate.

Strickland T S, meats,

Turk P, dry goods.

Van Noy & Finley, barbers.

Verdrey D P, R R, tel and exp agt.

" West Union Telephone Co.

Wilkinson W A, grocer.
Williams C P, billiards.
Williams D, restaurant.
Williams M D, restaurant.

BYRD. A discontinued postoffice in

~ 3 oall *n Doaly






-m-‘ NP & Co.

_-_':,l“‘ *J‘-’J‘Q “_" f.'—.

Mh

Eni Purcell, the county seat.

Bamig-g \h’ll*ml‘“t Episco
adist I'rotestant chitrches, & ban

*n wekl'i' wewspapet

nection. :
Andrews Karl. insurance ugvu!‘
Bowman & Russell, tailors
Bmuning( M, B« eneral store

Byars Banner, J M Nichols pubir.
Byars State Bank (capital $lv ou0), W

- Johnston €
1‘«1 W, -G» 4 s

qcphoue con- |

fp&gxtn % aae
N Titus cag

e
| e

, Mn
Hunt m. rr, exp
Johnston C A, jeweler
A & Co, drugs.
Keller W A publr Byron
Kent Rura! Telephone (o
Lembke & Son, meats
MeDowel E R, hardwar.
Muncie G W, poultry broeder.
Napoleon H W photogr.pher
Opera House, 1 J Wilcoxen map
PARR ROBERT F, Postmaster

and

dg.
kla.

H Eddelman pres Kari—Andrews
cashr.

Carey-Lombard Lumber L0,

Catron (' B, grocer

Clark W 8. physician

Davis A. grocer

Fisher Bros, undertakers

S —————

ER

g~ |

Foster Bros, cottonh gin.
Garner & Newburn, furn
Harris J ., harnessmaker
Harris & (o, general store
Hatrison Bros, hardwure and grocers
Hendon G A\, grocer.

Johnson G L., physician.

Keith \" B. general store

Mabes T N, generdl store

Miller Alex, shoes.

Newbern T H, general store
Richards 8 W, drugs

Rogers Joseph O, physician

Small James, physiclan

Small & Co. hamdware

Smith Bros., drugs

Thompsonr Bros, meats

and hdwre

Tucker W & & general swre
BYRON. Vopulatign, -H00 An In
e tisstnds B Lt M1 1% 'ill- '\ e \‘ A ‘)

Pioneer & Byron Tele)lione ( Cox.
Quinby A P.-hotel. E
Rush Wm, livery,

Smith Bros, furniture
Vaughan C O, lumber.
Wickey Samuel, contractor
Wilcoxen Lillie Mrs, niillinery

CABANISS. Population, ¥
Cabaniss township, Pitisburg o
16 miles west of McAlester, them
seat, and 7 from Stuar!, the s
banking and shipping point Aw
price of improved farm land @

cinity, $30 per acre John B
postmaster.
HOWELL & SON, Gernernl &
CACHE. Populaton 0 @
St. L &S F. R R, Quanal |
ship, Comanche count: 14 ms
of Lawton, the cou L
Christian and Meths st.'d
bank and a weekl) s paje
Registler. Average =
farm land pet
unimpne
)



T
- Ty o,

| Y _ Hotel, R F Grow prop
Deer Creek Mutual Telephone Co

:-'—V-—-——-Muou J T, physician

—— i

ship, Pontotoc county,

. of Ada, the judicial
n Clarit the banking
Rural delivery from

- BURTON
continued postoffice in Hughes
"Rural delivery from Stuart.

BUSHYHEAD

ation, 150. On the St. L. & S. F.
in Rogers county, 13% miles
g1 of Claremore, the judicial seat.

. Tel. W. U. Exp, W. F. &
F. Culley, postmaster.
sad Lumber and Supply
ir. hardware and implements
P O, Hvery :
B F, Postmaster and Drugs
' E, wagonmaker
W G, genl store
m. grain and hay
& Goodman, hay
C E, genl store

BUTLER
tion, 1,000. An

Custer county,
judicial seal,

L Arapaho, the

churches,

and Methodist
the Herald

weekly newspdaper,

of improved land in vicinit

$20 to $30.
p.. Am. S. D. Grandstaff, pos

walker, genl store
nt 1. D, county commissioner

rniture & Undertaking Co
erald (weekly).

ed & Produce Co

s $21,000),
Wzzell Vice-Pres,

7 E McBurney Asst Cashi

iton Ol Co, cotton gin
/ -
RUCTURA REPORTS.
FrICK, OSAGE 6854 DETAILED NERAL RAYED
- a1 1 NA

rom Chelsea, the nearest bank-

Co.,

incorporated

the C. & 0. W. RY.. {n Washita

16 miles north-
and \

s Oklahoma City. ° Has Baptist,

ptton gin and 2 grain elevators.

»m $30 to $40 per acre; unim-
Telephone connec

Brown, hdwe and farm implts

E A Olmstead

STATE BANK (Capital and
Geo J Ames Pres,
FM McBurney

tor

' Grandstaff S D, postmaster
Griffith A M, drugs

| Hinton Milling Co, grain elevator

Hunter Brokerage Co. genl store

Jones Samuel, express

McBurney F M, cash Butler State Bank
and sheep breeder

Moeller George, drugs

Murphy F R, hardware

Olmstead E A, publr Butler Herald

Shelley W W, automobiles

€herbourne J H, grocer

Simpson J D, dry goods

Steinpfad Ralph A, garage

Templin A W, r r and exp agent

Walker F T, genl store

Webb E J, grain elevator

West A L Lumber Co

BUTNER

county.
| Rural delivery from same.
Higgs Henry, genl store
Keesee Bros, genl store
Keesee & Son, genl store

|

; BYARS

| Population, 600. An incorporated
| town on the A.. T. & S. F. Ry., in Byars

township, McClain county,

|
| southeast of Purcell, the judicial seat,
‘ and 72 from Oklahoma City. Has a bank,

tre and a cotton gin.
improved land in vicinity,

| Tel, W. U. Telephone connection. Exp.,
a | Ww. F. & Co. Edwin R. Harrison, post-
: master.

Byvars Loan and
Byars Mercantile Co,

genl store
Byars State

\ Bowman E
y

Bank (cap $10,000), S

Newbern pres, E M Bowman cash

(‘are_v—Lombard Lumber Co
Ccatron C B, grocer

City Cafe

Empire Theatre

Foster Bros, cotton gin

Garner J O,
Garner & Newbern, furn and hdwe

Harris J C, harnessmaker

Harris Lokey, genl store
Harrison Bros, hdwe and grocers

HARRISON EDWIN R,
Agent for Ford Automobiles

t-

genl store

er

s

|

| A discontinued postoffice in Seminole
" Wewoka is the banking town.
|

|

|

25 miles

Baptist and Methodist churches, thea-
Average price of
$50 per acre.

M. cash Byars State Bank
Realty Co, real estate
J A Small megr,

Postmaster and

C

——

Farmers Union Exchange, grain eleva- . g



POLK'S OKLAHOMA STATL Gazg
S\Ingle W A, count; € s
THOMPSON W F, | sy
y— Cream Station

\ags_an C O Lumber o

Wickey Samuel, contrac:

-T‘ enl store

1y Harry, livery
: dentist CABANISS

Ale a.nd«-r. shoes  Population, 35. In ubagis-
ton A, genl store ship, Pittsburg county 1+ mpile. v
er _L dry zoods McAlester, the judicial ~cat g
rter J W, automobiles Stuart, the nearest baiiing :{1

Pﬂﬂﬂ' & \eubnn automobiles shipping station. Has . pyub)
- Rexall Drug Store and two religlous orguanization:

Richards 5 W. drugs - age price of tmproved lind ip :‘.
Rogers A W, tinsmith and plumber $30 per acre. Telepliie come
Thomas M E, blacksmith F. J. Crosswell, postmaster
Tucker W & S.un. genl store CROSBWELL F J. General Str
Wilcoxson J T, grocer |
BYN CACHE
ot BYNG

l—'opulauon. 440, it aibcoreg
town on the 8t. I. & N F g
| Quanah township, Com.r he couay
- miles west of Lawton. rhe judicy g
BYRON and 105 from Oklahon.a (i Fy,
htion 404, An incorporated city bank, Christian and M« ' odis iy
.CLo M & O. R. R, in Byron a public school, hotel .nd cov:
Alfalfa county, 11 milex north- Average prk-e of Impr. .4 lané g
M(’hemkee the judicial seat, and  cinity, $25 per acre, unimpros
80 MOkhhoma City. Has a bank. a  Tel, W. U 'Fo'lc'p T e

ORI newspaper, the Promoter; Meth- ~ Exp. W. F & Co R ' Thomus
: tnd Christian churches.  Pricesx of  master.
W in vicinity range from $75 o §$100  g\jlen E W, r r oand oy aoec

A'ly established postoffice in
,-*“emy.

per acre. Tel, W. U Telephone cons Aptram Lumber Co. . or ol
nection. Exp. Am W F. Thompson. Bank of Cache (cap §: LB
postmaster.. lev pres, F' M Shiple . -h
Allen J M., live stock Cache Drug & Book ¢ |
* Blackburn G, cash Byron State Bank Cache Telephone Co jrn HameiX
Byron Alfalfa “llllllL Co Chickaska Gin Co. cot 1w |
Byron l‘rumot« v (weeklyv, WA Keller Clark Walter A, gara. - '
publr : = Clhingan \ J. produce
Byron State Bank t(cap $ o, J L, Cox (3 K Mercantile o [
Blanchard prex. G Blackburn cash Cox & Paschall, gen! - o <’
A Byron Telephone o Fdwards John H. co. D .
ACCURATE | De Napoleon Theatre. W F Thompson  Furopean Hotel, M M. b
| mgr ) prop
i b' El Cora Edward. genl store Farmers' Gin Co. co'!
| Foraker J D. real estate and loans Harris G A, grocer
| ANY Hopp Mrs, restaurant Hill ) B. r r contr
: Howardl J D Co. hardware and imples Holliway J E. flour . ‘ot
LOCALITY‘ Johnston C A, jewe er 'l"“'ellﬁiint‘ Johun. e brw B
e .:\l)]:;lslr)n C A & Co, drugs raiser
i eller W A, publr Byron Promote \ ™ . = y BTk
Write for | kent Rural Telephone o S “(t),::..{:;;‘rm T W,
ot - it & w ek Jomes €71 catie
A -/ B eI lA‘t! . ~ .
}’BF usrs galne L. restaurant .\iuhl:r ll:‘r?;ufl,(;gnul' P
FRER \1:12:;: I l\-\r ;;:l"'l:;'\"’lhl aet Maupin A C. underth: i e
2 reeder Nichols P A, drayar:

leon H W, photographer Norris M W, grocer .~ v’
it Dr, llh\s and genl store . ‘ l'aruhnl.l & Co, cont: 4 ot
eer & Byron Telephone (o Perisho J A""h' ph? -

?wr Mrs, hotel Petty A E, genl '"",'., | e

- A & Son. livery Petty & Co, meats w1 =00 =

A a:u slaaln IRON and FOUNDRY 00












