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1. Name of Property
historic name Fire Station #16
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 1621 Avenue G NA | not for publication
city, town  Birmingham NA | vicinity
state Alabama code AL county Jefferson code 073 zip code 35218
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private building(s}) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local [ district 1 0 buildings
[] public-State [Isite sites
D public-Federal D structure structures
[Tobject objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

Historic Fire Stations of Birmingham, Alabama, 1906~1929 iisted in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the flural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the fegt the National Register criteria. [_] See continuation sheet.

’ . 9-13-90
Signature of certifying official Date

Alabama Historical Commission (State Historic Preservation Office)
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. (I see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register. )
[]see continuation sheet. s ;
[_J determined eligible for the National d
Register. I see continuation sheet.
[ Jdetermined not etigible for the
National Register.

- & Wy
Do b ‘.dwj“
L PN Upanes [ ogkats 4

~ /9/925,%0

[ Jremoved trom the National Register.
E]other, (explain:)

L

@A&n‘ture of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government/Fire Station

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/Not in Use

Government/Government Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation __Brick

Late 19th- and 20th-Century Revival walls Brick

Spanish Revival
roof Terra Cotta
other Stone~Limestone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Fire Station #16 is a massive U-shaped brick and stucco fire and police station
constructed in c. 1925-1926 in the Spanish Revival style. The fire station is located
on a corner lot with a spacious lawn. The main body of the building is a two-story
rectangular block that housed the municipal police station and jail. There are two
one-story wings that housed the fire station that project out from the front facade of
the main block, creating a courtyard.

The main block of the complex has a parapet roof capped with terra cotta tiles.
There is a thick stucco band below the roof line. There is a row of six-over-six
double hung sash windows located on the second floor of the main facade and identical
rows of windows on the first and second floor of the rear and two side facades. There
is a stuccoed chimney and slender stuccoed tower with an arch opening rising above the
top of the main two-story block.

The main facade of the building features the two one-story wings that housed the
fire station. One wing contains the garage with two garage openings topped by a
decorative terra cotta tile shed roof supported by brackets. The other wing housed
the fire station office and features a pair of arched entrances and loggia leading to
the office area. On the courtyard side of the office wing were arched openings that
have been bricked in. A cartouche adorns the courtyard area.

INTEGRITY:
Fire Station #16 has retained its integrity as a 1920s Birmingham suburban

residential fire station type. The exterior has undergone few alterations, including
the bricking in of several of the arched window openings.

[Isee continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance . '
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ ]statewide [ Xllocally

Applicable National Register Criteria I___]A [::] B K]C D D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B [ Jc [Jo [Je [Jf [Je

ignifi ter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agz?h;ftiucg:?gia:ce (enter categ c. 1925-1926 c. 1925-26

Cultural Affiliation
NA :

Sgﬁriﬁcant Person Arggit&cgggilder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

CRITERION C: ARCHITECTURE

Fire Station #16 is a fine example of the suburban fire house type built in
Birmingham in the 1920s and is the best example of the multi-use historic fire station
extant in Birmingham. Built in c. 1925-1926, Fire Station #16 was designed in the
Spanish Revival style that was a popular residential style in suburban Birmingham in
the 1920s, giving the municipal complex a residential scale and style. Located off

the main commercial district the fire station is hidden from the more urban bustling
commercial strip along 19th street.

Fire Station #16 is also significant as the best example of the multi-use fire
station type, a popular form associated with fire houses in Birmingham's suburbs in
the 1920s. Fire Station #16 functioned as the community of Ensley's police station,

jail and fire station complex. This practice is adopted in other fire stations in the
City of Birmingham, but this is the most obvious example.

[CIsee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

mSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[___]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [:] State historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register [Jotner state agency
l:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [:}Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # [Jother
I:]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property _1/4 acre

UTM References

A 1.6l (510:9[(9:7,0) (3:710:8(1:4:0 B [ I TS TR B T B A
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clo b Lo v bbby Ly v ol Ll Ly bt by L

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Lots 7 thru 12, Block 16-8

[Isee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city lot that has historically been associated with the
property.

[ see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie __Pamela Sterne King/Historic Preservationist; Steven Kav/AHC Reviewer

organizationFive Points South Apartment Improvement Progradate May 22, 1990
street & number _1407 - 16th Avenue S. telephone _205 939-0470

city or town Birmingham state __Alabama zip code __35205
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Atkins, Leah. Valley in the Hills.

Birmingham City Directories.

Birmingham Fire Department Annual Report.

Birmingham Fire Department Scrap Books 1916-1917. City of Birmingham Public Library
Archives.

Birmingham Post Herald.

Brownell, Blaine. The Urban Ethos in the South. 1920-1920. Louisiana State
University Press. 1975.

Burkhardt, Ann. Town Within a City: The Five Points South Neighborhood. 1880-1932.
Birmingham Historical Society. 1982.

Fogelsong, Richard E. Planning the Capitalist Citv. Princeton University Press.
1986.

Interview with Captain Vildeville, Birmingham Fire Department. January 1990.

Larsen, Lawrence H. The Rise of the Urban South. University Press of Kentucky.
1985.

Manning, Warren H. The City Plan of Birmingham. Published by Subscription.
Birmingham, AL. 1919

Satterfield, Carolyn. Historic Sites of Jefferson County. Jefferson County
Historical Commission. 1979.

Southside-Highlands Report. 3irmingham Historical Society. 1981.

The Birmingham Age-Herald.

The Birmingham News.

White, Marjorie Longenecker. The Birmingham District: An Industrial History and
Guide. Birmingham Historical Society. 1981.
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1. Fire Station #16
. Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King
3/90
Birmingham - Pamela King
View of facade, garage facing SE.
#1.

2. Fire Staticn #16
Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King
3/90
Birmingham-Pamela King
View of facade, main entrance facing South
#2.

3. Fire Staion #16
Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King
3/90

Birmingham-Pamela King
View of garage facing SE.
#3

4, Fire Station #4
Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King
3/90
Birmingham-Pamela King
View of offices facing SW.
#4

5. Fire Station #5
Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King
3/90
Birmingham-Pamela King
View of jail area facing SW.
#5.
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