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1. Name
historic f Jed id iah\Dud le y House

and/or common john Whittiegey, Jr. House

2. Location

street & number Sprin?brook iload N/A not for publication

city, town Old Saybrook N/A__ vicinity of congressional district 2nd

state 2 oane c t i cut code 09 county Kiddlese: code 007

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
x building(s) x private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object in process

being considered
N/A

Status
occupied

x unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted
yes: unrestricted

x no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other!

4. Owner of Property

name J ,V. Peters, Inc 0> c/o Joseph Trantino

street & number 34 Cedarvood Lane

city, town Old Saybrook N/A vicinity of state Connecticut

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Town C le rk, Town Ha 11

street & number 302 Main Street

city, town Old Say brook state C onne c t i cu t

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title
Jtate Register of Historic Places

nas this property been determined elegible? __ yes no

date 1981 federal state county local

depository for survey records Connecticut Historical Commission

city, town
rlartford

state Connecticut



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

X fair

Check one Check one
deteriorated unaltered X original site
ruins X altered moved date

unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The "Cud ley our-- is located on Spriri^brook Moad in Old Sayhrook, immediately
adjacent to Interstate 95. i'he house faces southeast, arid is built on a. slop- 
iiu?. rise. Constructed sometime after 1750 , the l>--story frame hui Id in? is 
sided with clapboarr'. Tn e house features a steeoly pitch-;' ^able roof, e 
prorr.inerit central chi; -noy, and rests on a foundation of coursed rubble, wit> 
brick replacin^ the stone in front. The front doorway is flanked on either 
side hv svmm.etri callv r>laced windows with o-ov^r- 0 double-hun. 0- sash, (fhoto-

.
The side elevations reveal tvo windows on the first story, also ^-over-9 
double-hun? sash, two openings on the second floor with *-over-6 sash, and 
an attic window at each of the p-abl.e ends. L\o garret windows, co^^on in 
^orses of this style, cire evident. The symmetry of the ^ouse is broken ^y 
the addition of an ell at the rear northern end of t^<~~ house } and the in­ 
sertion of an additional window in the. northeast elevation, rsrobably r^- 
placin0 a door openiii?. (i hoto^ra.p^ 2). T^e ell has tr - ? o s^all windows placed 
over a modern kitchen, x? ith a door and 5-over- 0 douV-le-bun e sash windov.T on 
the opposite side, ^-t the- rear of the ^ain house, an additional window "Has 
been placed b«side an existing one. Shutter  -'ardware is evi.d^nt, Hit shutters 
have been re-novecl and are lyinr^ on the prornid nearby. * uc'^ of th«= sash ^as. 
been removed or badly da^a^ed, and aln^iniTin stor^ windows have been added 
recently.

The interior displays a conventional 13th-century floor rlan: an entrance 
hall with stair flanked on either sire by a parlor and a chamber. The rear 
of the. ^ain house is occupied by a kitchen with a room to the left, the 
entrance to which has been altered to the rear of th? parlor, To the ri^ht 
of the kitchen is a nodern bathroom, shariiv-r a common p-ritryway with the 
ell.

' ?a rite 1 nieces in both rv,rlor and chcobsr are Federal in style. (I hotopraph 
3 J . The M-tchen fireplace is framed by panelling extending to the criliii0-. 
(1'hoto^raph 4). Tapered, beaded casings enclosing corner posts are evident 
throughout the first floor, ".alls and cej lin-^s of the first floor are plas­ 
tered entirely witb a very hard, smooth plaster of evident 20th-century 
  manufacture .

Che second floor has two rooms flankiiif tbe chimney witb parrots 
the snace. between t>-e rooms and the steeply sloping roof line. Blaster in this 
area is far older than that of the first floor t vrj. th. the exception of the 
upper hallwa}/. Traces of wallpaper, and perhaps even stencilling, anrear on 
the plaster, Tbe mantelpiece around the left fireplace is ^issin0 . (I'boto^rar' 
5). The ri eht roo^ has an opening once designed for a stoverine, but no fire- 
pla ce .

structural evidence indicates re-use of ti^l-crs fro^ an earlier v ,"i Id ln/r 
the chinnvy foundation containing several nieces of timber clearly used once 
before. Th^ most p-rofouiid alterations to th<^ bouse were t r'e addition of t 1-^ 
rear ell and placement of a -^ocern bathroo^ and window i ii tbe main body of 
the -:->oi3se adjacent to the ell. It is likely that an exterior door was located 
at t^is corner, but the evidence has been removed. The original joists under
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the bathroom floor have been cut and beaded with standardized modern lumber. 
beneath the bathroom and ell, milled lumber has been used for joists. This 
fact, and the stylistic evidence of the bathroom and ell, indicate an early 
?0th-ceritary date for these alterations. The impact of the alterations is 
minimized by the restriction of the most radical changes to the rear of 
the house, and the use of appropriate window sash, except for the small 
pa i re d w i nd ow s in the ell.



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric 
__1400-1499 
__1500-1599 
__1600-1699 

X 1700-1799 
__1800-1899 
_X_1900-

Areas of Significance Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic

. agriculture

. architecture 
art

. commerce
_ communications

community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government X

religion 
science 
sculpture 

_ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater
transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates -ost 1750 Builder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
iho Jedidiab Ludley House is one of a ^roup of bouses v'Mch one^ clustered 
about tbe. ferry land in?? on the vest bank of the Connecticut i.iver in the 
/own of wld .Sa3/brook. Two families, the tucleys and the -bittleseys, shared 
the operation of the ferry in the 17th and early 18th centuries. 'i>e history 
of t^e house is intimately connected with the fortunes of its owners, Jedidiah
Ludle and, later, his brother 

Je d i d ia h Li id lele c te d
111

re su 1 1 e d
am. Conflict over customs •''e venues col-
n tbe financial ruin of the family and 

tbe loss of real estate holdings, i iclvicin^ t 1->e hous° itself. (Criterion E) 
r-.n e  '. ' -> pie of t^e 1-^- story frp e dvelliri? vt revalent throu^^ou t th<° corst 1 
area of Southern I\ew Zn^lanr" durin^ t^e IHth- and earl}7" l^tb-r-^ntnries , t^-?
-udley :-ouse exhibits features in connor) ^i tb at least one otb^r bouse ? n 
tbe .^a^ybrooV: area. ..-larly 20th-century restoration of th-^ bo\--F- vas pv^pa- 
t v;T; tic to its character air: 1 is representative of preservation s ^: that ti^^. 
(Gr?. terion Cj) .

In 15^?, John 'hittle.sey and bis brotber-in-la" < i llia 1^ "u'l.ev T^^re authoir- 
i zc d by t^e Connecticut C'en^-ral Court to operate a ferry across the 
Connecticut ..iver !-e.t:wp^n tbe towns of Sa^brooh and Lymp. . In return for 
op- erei tir: r" t%'e ferr^7 and contruc ti n r> <-'barf anc1 highway fariliti^s, t^ey r/ rere
-ranted lar°e amounts of land in the area of Tille-y's Joint, hnown later 

b« Tbrry '; i strict, bvirin- tbe colonial T >^riod, t'^e or>~ratioii of t'-i s
ferry vas essential to th 

Tv''^ic>i followed t'^e shoreline. * 
^ result of fprry activities, 
nota v ly st^a^^oa t and railroad 
tbe role of t^-^ f^rrv to trans 

T ;ay bridee in 1911 ^nded f.°rrv/ s

or-
nt ^r-" r -

rov^d transortation S.r ste
l s? tt

n t^p 
local traffic. Construction

r oston, 
lending as

Increased accessibility of the area in the early 20th-century r^snlt-^d in 
tbe openin- of antique shops in several Ferry District ho^ps. / concomitant 
of this activity r --7.is t T">e restoration of bo^es in the ar-°<? . Tb^ constr^jct i on 
of Int°rsta te-95, bowev-"r, caused denoli.tion of "-any ^o-^es and t^° removal 
of others. I'-°rry l voad and Sprinp-^roob :.oad, once connected 9 are nov7 Divided 
v-v the ^ i ̂ b T - Ta " . '^.'^e re la ti onshiy: -'r ':cb once obtained betx-r- 0 !! the ^ons^s 
and road syst^'-' of th" F-rry Li strict be. s been, r-bsrured.

e history of the ho'i r-° is complex. It anr^-ars to Vi 
r-ortion of the land c~cUit-°d tr 0 Lillian-, bud lev in t

the nri vi 1<-d c-es annerta ini n~ to his ope rat ion of t^e terry
t.-- records* this " T rit<~r ^-eli

^rt o;
jittlesey.^ 1. r̂o^ r^-scriptions in !: U P r-»-< 

site or tbe bouse' was assigned 'to

P bpen cons triic te' 
*^i d -1 71. -re ntu.ry 

of the ferrv TT i tb

on

his father's -stat^. Jedidiab 1 
ror others in his family, or fro^

jdiab
, 

Lndl^- a 1 720

solr, i ' In 175

me 11 ted either ^" v tr^ns rer 
lands fro"" the 'i'ov 7ii ^ornr"'Oi 
~~: i s T 7 T ^ ^ r y



9. Major Bibliographical References
Connecticut state ^.rchives. Transportation and r Series, I; Finance a nc1

Gurre_ric^ Series , ,1V.. In Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Ct. 
 '.rates, Gil-man C. Say brook at the }•• ou.th of the Connecticut, i\ew Haven: 

"-.' i Is oil F . Lee , 1935.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property a pp r ox 1 ma t "-1. y 1 a c re 
Quadrangle name Old Lyne 

UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1 :2/' ,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification , _ . ,- , . ,., ,£ , verbal descriotion of the T>ouiic3 ary of the property -nay be fourio in Jlo
Saybrook Land liecorcis. Vol. 137, pape 273 at the Town Clerk's Office, Town 
nail, 302 Kain Street, Old Saybrook, Ct. Only that portion of the property

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

name/title r a ie s, Flumner, ^National Register i\o^inatlons Consultant 

organization Connecticut Historical Commission date 3/21/cO

street & number 59 South i-: rost>ect Street telephone

city or town Hart fore1 state ;onnecticut

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state ^_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation jjgd Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Director, Connecticut Hist<<5rical Commission date February 19. 1982
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property with a dwelling house to his brother William, undoubtedly referring 
to the bouse described here. Ihe estimate of this writer is that the house 
was built sometime after 1750. The basement framinp. indicates reuse of 
timbers earnished from an earlier ;tructure, perhaps on the same site or
near" y .

Jedidiah Dudley was a prandson of William Dudley, the original co-proprietor 
of the ferry. Jedidiah's brother William continued to operate the ferry with 
the Whittlesey family. William occupied a lar^e house, since demolished, near 
the ferry landing. In 1720, a protracted feud emerged between William Dudley 
and the Whittleseys over the joint operation of the ferry and the location 
of the ferry wharf, ri committee appointed by the General Assembly ruled in 
favor of Ludley, but the controversy continued for several years thereafter. 3,

n. collector of customs for the Colony of Connecticut, Jedidiah Dudley became 
a subject of scandal when accused of misappropriating customs receipts. Dis­ 
missed from office, he was then sued by Ambrose Whittlesey, actinp as agent 
for the Governor and Colony of Connecticut,for the recovery of the lost 
revenues. 4. William Dudley bound himself to the support of his brother in 
the suit for a sum of more than !L 4,0001 In return for this support, Jedidiah 
and his wife pranted their house and land to William in 1752. On William's 
death in 1755, the property was sold with others to meet the debts encumber- 
inp. his estate. Jedidiah died in 1758, leavinp. only a small estate of 3 acr^s 
of land worth L 7. 5.

The ruin of the Ludley family ma}/ have been exacerbated by the previous con­ 
flict with the Whittleseys over the ferry. The appointment of Ambrose 
Whittlesey, a leading member of that family, as the Colony's agent for the 
retrieval of the lost customs receipts, cannot have been mere coincidence. 
Further research may yield information on the complex issues involved. The 
house itself, of modest proportion and desien, stands as a valuable document 
of the Dudley family. Larper homes in the same area were owned by both the 
Whittleseys and others. The John Whittlesey, Jr. house, a 2%-story home on 
Ferry Road, and the Samuel Huckirigbam house, of similar size and style, at 
I'ystic Seaport, are both extant, althouph larger and in a less vernacular 
style.

architecturally, the Jedidiah Dudley house is a <?ood example of the vernacular 
li_;-story frame dwelling common throughout Southern Isew England. Garret windows 
often found on such structures, are not present. The simiplicity of the house 
is noteworthy. Decoration is confined to the parlor and chamber 
mantelpieces of the first floor. Walls are plastered rather than panelled, 
except for panelling, about the kitchen fireplace. Despite early 20th-century 
restoration, this appears to be representative of the original scheme.

The addition made in the earl}/ 20th-century to the rear of the Dudley House 
was evidently done at the same time as the re plaster ing of the interior and
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installation of the modern bathroom. Effort was made to integrate the new 
bathroom and ell with the older structure. The new construction made use 
of appropriate wii.dow sash and interior features such as the cased corner 
posts were duplicated in the entry to the ell. Unlike the nearby Ruckinp-ham 
House, where panelline was placed on every wall of the front rooms, care 
was taken to replaster vails in the Dudley House rather than attempt to 
improve the original interior.

Footnotes

1. For Dudley's original grant in 1663, see Saybrook Land Records t Rook 1, 
page 108 at the Office of the Town Clerk, Deep River Town Hall, Main Street, 
Deep River, Ct. 06417.
2. See "A Division of the Estate of Wm Dudley Late of Saybrook Dec ," April 
9, 1720, New London Probate District, on file at Connecticut ~tate Library, 
231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Ct. 06115.
3. For the controversy between the Whittlesey and Dudley families over the 
ferry, see Connecticut State Archives. Transportation and Maritime Series, I_: 
pages 127, 132, and T41 , in Connecticut State Library.
4. For consignment of property from Jedidiah and Mary Dudley to William Dudley 
see Saybrook Land Records » Book 7, pae-e 203, Town Clerk, Deep River, Ct.
5. For records of Jedidiah Dudley's relations with the Colony, see Connecticut 
State archives« Transportation and Maritime Series. !_, paees i45, 146, 147, 
and 148; and Finances and Currancy Series % IV: 30, at Connecticut State 
Library.
6. Estate of William Dudley, Town of Saybrook, 1755, Guilford Probate District 
and Estate of Jedidiah Dudley, Town of Saybrook, 1758, Guilford Probate Dis­ 
trict, both in Connecticut State Library.
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visible from the public highway is intended to be nominated.


