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1. Name

historic [Jedidiah'[udley Jouse
1 =T -

and/orcommon  John Whittlesey, Jr. House

2. Location

street & number Sprinskrook koad N/A  not for publication
city, town Uld Saybrook N/A__ vicinity of congressional district  2nd
state Connecticut code 09 county Middlesex code 007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__ district —__ public —_ occupied —— agriculture —___ museum
_X_building(s) _X private X unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
.__ structure _____both —__work in progress —_ educational _X_private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment ____religious
____object _____in process ____yes: restricted ____government —_ scientific

___ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — industrial —__ transportation

N/A X_ no ____ military other:

4. Owner of Property

name J.V.Feters, Inc., c/o Joseph Trantino

street & number 34 Cedarwood Lane

city, town vld Sayhrook N/A__ vicinity of state Connecticut

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Town Clerk, Town :all
street & number 3202 ilain Street
i >1¢ Savbrook Part s
city, town b Jyo < state ~onnecticut

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

 State leeister of Historic Flaces . . . x
title has this property been determined elegible? ___yes _= _no
date 1981 _ federal ¥ state ____county __ local

depository for survey records ~onnecticut Historical Commissinn

. sartford c sctie
city, town tior state COMnecticut




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
____excellent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered X __original site
____good ___ ruins X _altered ____moved date
X fair ____ unexposed

“Descnbe the present and original (if known) physical appearance a
iy 1 mme

L ‘v ley Gonee dis ncatﬁf o1 syrinekhrook load i Ol Safkroob jately
aﬁjzceqt to Interstste 55. ihe hovse faces southea st, and is }uilt on & slon-
inn rise, Constructed sometime after 1750 | tha 11—story frame buildine is
sifded with clavtoard, The house featvres a steeanly pitch " erahle roof, 2
nrominent central chiiaey, and rests on a foundation of coursed ruMklc with
hrick revlacin-e the stone in front. the front doorway is flanked on C]“H@r
sicde v symmetrically nlaced windows with H-over-C dortle-hune sash, (fhoto-
e 1),

ime sicde alevations reveal tio windows on trhe first story, also 5-over-©
¢outle-huns sash, two onenines on the second floor with S-over-5 sash, and
an attic window at each of the cabhle ends., ~o zarrer windows, common in
novges of this styvle, are avident. [h= svrmetry of the house is bhroen “v
the addition of an 11 at the rear northern =nd of the hovse, and the in-
scrtion of an eddit 1ou<l window in the rnortheast elevation, nrohakly re-
rlacine a door onenine., (i»otoecraph 2. ine ell has tvo swmall windows placed
over a modern kitchen, with a door and %-over-© doutrle-hune sash window on
the onrosite sicde, ; an acdditional window has

e .

&t the rear of the —ain house,
teen placed heside ap existine one, Shutter herdwara jie evident, hut shatters
have been removad alf are lvine on the oround nearhv, [ vch of the sas™ has
“ly da~mgeead, and aluminjun storm windows have heen acdded

haen removed or hrad
recently.

ihe interior displays & conventional l2th-century floor tlan: an entrance
hall with stair flanked on either sicde by a navrlor and a chamher, The rear
0f the main house is occunied hy a kitchen vwith & room to the left, the
entrance to vwhich has “een altered to the reer of the parler, o the rieht

-

of the “itchen is a modern hathroom, sharine a commron entryvway with the

11,

Zitelnisces in both rorlor end chanter are Federal i1 style. ({hotosrarh
3). The Yitchen fwrm01a0c is framed Ty panelliune extending to the ceiline
(Imntoeraph 4). 1 arerec, teaded casinrs enclosine corner nosts &re vj€@nt
throuchout the first floor, “.alls and ceilines of ths firet floor ars plas-
tered entirely with a very hard, smonth plaster of evident 20th- ranturY

majufacture.

"2 second floor has tiro rooms flanvine the chimpey wirh cavrrets occunyins
the space hetvmen the rooms and the steenlv sloring rooflins, [laster in rhise
srea is far older than that of the first floow, with ths excertion of the
upoer hallwey, .races of wvallraper, and periacs aven stenc ]1116, arnear on

the plaster, ‘he mantelpiece aronnsd the left firveplace i issine. {(ihotocrarh
5). Ihe richt room has an orenine once desienad for a stovepine, wit no fire-

plece.

de

structural evicdence indicetes re-use of timters from

the chimn~y foundation cointainine several rieces of r

tefore, (= most profound alterstions to tha honse trere the addi

rzer ell and nlacement of a —odern hathroor ard ipdow in the ma
-

1~/

tion of the
in btocdy of
thc houss acdjacent to the ell, It is lilelv thet an extevior door was loceted

)

at this corner, hut the evidence has heepn removed, ifhe orisinal joists uvnder
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the bhathroom floor have heen cut and headed with =ztandardized modern lurmber,
teneath the hathroom and ell, milled lumber has heen vsed for joists. This
fact, and the stvlistic evidenice of the hathroom and ell, indicate an early
20th-century date for thesa alterations. The impact of the glterations is
minimized by the restriction of the most radjical cranees to the rear of
the house, and the use of appropriate windov7 sash, except for the small
paired windows in the 11,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning _____ landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ___conservation — law ____science
____1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics —literature — scuipture
____1600-1699 _X_ architecture ___ education __ military X __social/
X 1700-1799 ____art ____engineering ____ music humanitarian
18001899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy __ theater
_X_ 1900~ ____ communications ____industry ____ politics/government £ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)
specific dates ~°ST L7350 o Builder/Architect |, 1.1 oy

S‘Eatement of Slgmflcance (m one paragraph)
~ 2 4s LR
the Jedidial Ludley House is one of a eoroup of houses which once clustered

atout the ferry landine on the west tank of the Conmecticut .iver in the

Jown of old Savhrook, {vo farmili=ss, the Tndlevs and the -hitti@éev; sﬁérQH
the opcrat%oq nf the ferry in the 17th and earlv 1&8th centuries, Tgﬁ ‘*c;orv
of the house is intimately coniiected vith the fortunes of its oviers ‘TQéiﬁgaH
cncdley and, l ter, his brother .jilliam. Conflict over cwst;ms Fevcnnckwéoi;—_H
lected hy Jedidienh Ludlev resultad in the finaiicial mmin of the famﬁiv éng
. g
t

-

-

’)

¥e
the loss of re sFﬂro holdines, inelucdite the mouss jtsalf. (Criterion Ej
ey ermnle of the li-story frame Awvolline rrevalent throu~houvt the coren ]
area of Louvthern aew Znelen” durine the l°f“- and earlyv 1Cthenenturiss, the

-

=} a o r [ + -
udleay lose exhibits features i1 corvon vith at least onie other %OUCG’*r
udley & : inite 4 i otrer housa
the savtrool area. arly ?Oth-ccuuvrv res forct1ou of th= Tous= gF syrre-
Ryt 5 Yu - o~y > . . s
thetic to its character an’ is renresentative of nreserveation at tﬂ«t tim

(Criterion ).

T g 219 T AL H - s
s %JfL, Jorn Mittlesey and Lis Prother-in-law 3lliem "¢ lev ware authoir-
1aaf wv.thc fouu@ twrut Caneral Tourt to omnerate a ferry across the
Connecticut .iver between the toms of savbhrool and Lvme, In re

liti

sornfericut L ivor : tirrn for

revetine the ferrv and contructin- vharf and g, they wores
ey T =~ o loda P = 3 Ty N )
*raited lares amounts of land in the area of

s the

b
’ _ @ ‘ j ] , nown later

& terry Cdstrict, Lurine the colonial neriod, the onsration of thigs
ferrv wias =ssential to the lowsv o=t | oad 'etweer ..ov %6v? :ﬁﬂ fo;téﬂvb
tmich followes? tha shoreline., . s=all settlement =reo: peer f;n 1ah;*n:’ﬂ<

z result of ferrv activities, he acdvent of imrroved trensportation *G”;;M"
nota®lv steemhoatr and railroad travel, in the carle 1°tﬂ-r“ﬂfvr;m”:a;§jg;;:

- a L NS , il Bt

e 1 Y - ‘
t role of the ferrv to transrnort of local tr=ffic, Jonstrretion nf & “ia™~=
ay hridee in 1211 enecd ferrv scivice, o

v oy e s - s 1. : , oy~

E?eras.f accessiilitv of the ar=a in the earlv 20th-centurv resnlted in

- o IR - - s § ‘ -~
Lg‘ orenine of antigue shops in several Terry Listrict howmes, . concomitant
of This act ivitw s the restoratinn of homes i the earee ‘“f constructi
of Interstate-05, howevor, caused Jdemolitior il ‘ - e o
of orthers. ar: L o cemolition of wmanv ‘*O'%— 2 and the revoval
O7 OUY=TT8s . i . 3 &i 1 i tio b e = , T ) .
: thez dAarry Load @ sprinetrook Load, once connectad, are pow Jdivided
Py o fthe hiahvgu e ralati Wi vl 1 3 . > -- T SURR
Ty NLTNTAY, e ralationshis Wieh onece olreirned hetwveen the Monigsss
&1 roed system of ths Ferrs Fes nlhsrpired o o

) [ OO A S TeC o

e W et o 1 et a

s L'Q?‘} of the hmous reen constructes on
& wortion of the land =ic-17" -century .
faTE Of the o - I - ) ' . Ty es
ert on tas 53 iviledre mertalnins o “HC '\rom tion of the ferry with Joh

Vit

i the probars record rhis vriter relieves
sped to Jedidian wt’h‘v atrove 1720 "‘O'“
Yo AT 3 A 7 LN 7 o T
FrLoTReg were jlcnerented either bto tranefer
B o R o - o 1 "’L o
af lands fro- the Tovn Tomrons
.

enc tis wife Tary coneicned



9. Major Bibliographical References

inance ancd

sonnecticut state archives, iransportation anc laritirme series, l; i
Surrency series, Iv., iIn Connecticut State Librarv, Hartford, Ct,
tates, Gilman C., Savbrook at the outh of the Connecticut. new Haven:

“ilson ., Lee, 1035,

10. Geographical Data

| T
Acreage of nominated property _&DLroXimataly 1 acre &‘ i. Se ‘
Quadrangle name old Lvme Quadrangle scale 1 :27 ,000
UMT References
2 0 5 Sy B
AlLE] 7RO 2 140517 [T T I I T T T T
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

N N ol | Ll L | L]
Elnlll Lo Lol ||1| | J |1|[ L ||
Y I I I T T T T T L Lo L ]

Verbal boundary description an ustmc tion PR PRI
& verbal C‘qu"‘l“lT) cion %l he ?munc’ary of the property mav he found in U1d

Saybrook Land Zecords, Vol. 137, pape 272 at the Town Clerk's Office, Town
nall, 202 iain street, Jld Saybrook, {t. Unly that portion of the property

LJJJ
I
I

I
[y

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A  county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

. ~

nameftite T :le 5, Ilummar, sational fevister lominations Consultant

organization CJonnecticut :distorical Commission date 3/21/80
5@ 3 = S LA

street & number 59 South rrosnect Street telephone > >A=2005
. \ s

city or town cartford state connecticut

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____ state X __local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritgge Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature “Zz

titte Director, Connecticut Histﬂ@ Commission date 9. 1982

aP A as. fas
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property with a dwelling house to his brother William, uncoubtedly referrine
to the Touse described here, fhe estimate of this writer is that the house
wvage huilt sometime after 1750, The hasement framine indicates reuse of
timhers zarnished from an earlier : tructure, perhaps on the same site or
near’ v,

Jedidieh Ludley was a erandson of william Lucdley, the orieinal co-proprietor
of the ferry, Jedidiah's brother William continued to operate the ferry with
the thittlesey family, William occupiecd a larce house, since demolished, near
the ferry landine, In 1720, a protracted feud emersed hetween Willijam [ucdley
end the Whittleseys over the joint operation of the ferry and the location

of the ferry wharf. a committee appointed by the General assemblv ruled in
favor of Ludley, but the controversy continued for several years thereafter, 3,

n collector of customs for the Colony of Connecticut, Jedidiah Dudley hecame
a suhject of scandal when accused of misappropriatine customs receipts, lLis-
issed Jrom office, he was then suec by ambrose Whittlesey, actine as agent

for the Goveuiror and Colony of Connecticut,for the recovery of the lost
revenues, 4, “illiam Ludley bournd himself to the support of his brother in
the suit for a sum of more than & 4,000l In return for this support, Jedidjah
ancd his wife eranted their house and land to William in 1752, ¢n Villiam's
death in 1755, the property was sold with others to meet the cehts encumber-
ine his estate, Jedidiah died in 1758, leaving only a small estate of 2 acres
nf land worth & 7. 5.

The ruin of the Ludley family may have heen exacerbated hy the previous con-
flict with the Whittleseys over the ferry, The appointment of Ambrose
“hittlesey, a leading member of that family, as the Colony's agent for the
retrieval of the lost customs receipts, cannot have bheen mere coincidence,
Further research may yield information on the complex issues involved, The
house itself, of modest proportion and desjen, stands as a valuable document

f the Dudley family, lLarger homes in the same area were owned bhy hoth the
Whittleseys and others, The John Whittlesey, Jr., house, a 2%-story home on
Fersy RKoad, and the Samuel Duckineham house, of similar size and style, at
I'ystic Seaport, are hoth extant, althoush lareer and in a less vernaculer
style,

nrhhltecturallv, the Jecdidiah Ludley house is a eood example of the vernacular
lkx-story frame dvelline common throusghout Southern lew Eneland. Garret windows,
often found on such structures, are not present, The simiplicity of the house
is noteworthy. Decoration is confined to the parlor and chamber
mentelpiecr= of the first floor, Walls are plastered rather than panellecd,
except for panelling about the kitchen fireplace, Despite egrly 20th-century
restoration, this appears to he representative of the orisginal scheme,

[he addiftion made in the early 20th-century to the rear of the Dudley House
was evidently done at the same time as the replasterine of the interior and
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installation of the modern bathroom, Lffort was made to integrate the new
bathroom and ell with the older structure, The new construction made use

of appropriate wiidow sash and interior features such as the cased curner
posts were duplicated in the entry to the ell, Unlike the nearby Buckineham
House, where panelline was placed on every wall of the front rooms, care
was taken to replaster walls in the Dudley House rather than attempt to
improve the original interior,

Footnotes

1. For Cudley's original erant in 1663, see Saybrook land Records, Book 1,
page 108 at the Office of the Town Clerk, Deep River Town Hall, }Main Street,
Leep River, Ct. 06417, a

2, See "A Division of the Estate of Wm Ludley Late of Saybrook Lec ," April

9, 1720, New London Frobate District, on file at Connecticut State Library,
231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Ct, 06115,

3. For the controversy between the Whittlesey and Dudley families over the
ferry, see Connecticut State aArchives, Transportation and Maritime Serijes, 1:
pages 127, 132, and 141, in Connecticut State Library.

4, For consignment of property from Jedidiah and Maryv Dudley to William Dudley
see Saybrook Land Records, EBook 7, pare 203, Town Clerk, Deep River, Ct.

5. For records of Jedidiah Dudley's relations with the Colony, see Connecticut
State archives, Transportation and Maritime Series, 1, pases 145, 146, 147,
and 148; and Finances and Currancv Series, IV: 30, at Connecticut State
Library.

5., Lstate of William Dudley, Town of Saybrook, 1755, Guilford Probhate District
and Lstate of Jediciah Ludley, Town of Saybrook, 1758, Guilford Probate Dis-
trict, both in Connecticut State Library.
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visible from the public highway is intended to be nominated,



