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Historic Nane Albert Ridyard Three-Decker
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Die "™ AgM

Source "orcester House Directory

Style Colonial Revival Three-Decker

Architect unknown

Exterior Hall Fabric Veod clapboard and
shingle
Qut bui I dings none

Myjor Aliterations (wth dates) none

Condition excellent

Moed Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting wurban multi-family residential
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Organization Clark University

Date  February 1981
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NATTOW. REG STER GRER A STAIBMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Albert Ridyard Three-Decker possesses integricy of location, design, setting,
mat erials, workmanship, feeling and association. |tissignificant asa
representative example of multi-family residential development in the Main South
area i n the second decade of the 20th century, a period of continued local
econom ¢ growth and popul ation expansion. |t is also an unusually well-preserved
and well-detailed building, typical of the nore nodest forms of local Col oni al
Revival three-decker constructionduring this period. The Ridyard Three-Decker
thus meets criteria Aand C of the Nationai Register of Historic Places on the
local level.

AHTEURL. SOGNHCANE Describe inportant archltectural features axd evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Arcliitecturally, 5 Munt Pleasant Street i s an unusually well-preserved exanple,
representative of the local use of Colonial Revival style elements in early 20th

century three-decker -onstruction. The house has a shallow, hip roof, andis cladi n
wood clapboard, with v;ood shingle bands between stories. The house has the characteristic
side-hall plan with a jog in oneside elevation. The asymetrical nain facade contains

an entry bay with a recessed, three-tier porch, flanked by a three-story bay w ndow.

Col onial Revival details include the sinple Tuscan porch columms, andthe regularly

spaced modillion blocks set beneath the roof cornice overhang. Wndows have 1/1 and

2/ 2 sash set in sinple surrounds. "Geometric stained glass is locatedin the

upper lights of the front bay w ndows.

HSITGRCL SGNHCANE Explain the rol e owners played in local or state history ad howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the confBunity,

Built ca. 191A the Ridyard Three-Decker represents a |ate phase of multi-famly, infill
devel opnent in the residential neighborhood inmmediately south of downtown Worcester, an
area domnated through the early decades of the 20th century by famlies of Irish
descent. The first owner of the house was Al bert Ridyard, a plunber, who residedat

9 Florence Street, and who owned nore than 20 rental propertiesinthe city. By 1920,
the building was owned by Harry Marrin, a pedlar, who owned three other houses on the
street. 1 n1924the owner was Annie Wlson, who' owned three other Wrcester properties;
in 1928 the owner was David Cohen, a Millbury Street grocer, who owneda half dozen ot her
buildings inthe city. MNone of these owners resided at 5 Mount Pleasant. Tenants i n 1914
included Walter Stone, a machinist; and John Rice, Frank Dunton, and August Sanger, whose
occupations are unknown. From 1916t o 1924, Walter Haskin, owner of the Niksah Snowguard
Conpany, resided here. 1 n1928, occupants included WlliamJ. Morrison, who operated

a used car. business.
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Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1914, 1916, 1920, 1924, 1928.
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J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survev, 1981.
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