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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Broadway-Armory Historic District is situated on a hill to

A large "L"-shaped area, it takes

as its modern spines the wide thoroughfare of Broadway, running east
and west for thirteen blocks near its northern boundary, and the old
Dexter Training Ground, a large open space lying toward the southern
border at right angles to Broadway and itself dominated by the Cranston
Street Armory. Westminster Street bisects the District between Broad-
way and the Training Ground, and though now the most divisive element
within the area, historically it provided the first impetus for settle-

Originally the agricultural lands of Providence

known simply as the West Side, the developmental patterns of the Broadway-
Armory Historic District were established by 1835, and the present
character of the District dates primarily from its subsequent growth
during the nineteenth century as an upper-and middle-class suburban

While this section was still farmland, in the eighteenth century,
a system of turnpikes was established radiating from the settled central
community of Providence into the Colony's hinterland. Two of these
roads -- Westminster and Cranston Streets -- passed through the West
Side and by providing access to its farms brought the first development
As the century ended these two roads, to-
gether with Messer Street -- then the only other street here and now
the southwestern border -- were flanked by valuable and extensive farm
properties. On one of these farms, north of Cranston Street near Messer
Street, was located the Asa Messer Mansion; one of the City's most
extravagant Federal houses, it was demolished in the 1890's. This
property was the last of the landed estates in the District to give

Another of these farms, that of Ebenezer Knight

Dexter, was given to the City at the outset of the nineteenth century
as the Dexter Training Ground; stretching north from Cranston Street
nearly to Westminster Street, it is now the only open space in the

A small hamlet dating from 1872 was once located in the neighbor-
hood just north of Westminster Street, near what became Carpenter
Street, but this has long since disappeared, and indeed only a few
houses of the Federal period remain in the entire district. The two
best preserved are discussed briefly here. The G. A. Cole House at
1208 Westminster Street is a good example of a Federal type popularized
in Providence during the 1820's by the architect John Holden Greene;
two stories high with a hip roof and monitor, it is three bays wide
with a side hall plan, its entrance being the chief architectural
adornment. The second, the S. A. Winsor House at 150-152 Courtland
Street, also. from the 1820's represents another type then current in
the city; a Federal double house, two-and-a-half stories high with a
gable roof, its central double entranceway, with pilasters and side-
lights, is contained under a single entablature,

See continuation sheet 2
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thought of today as an important survival of Victorian residential
buildings, the Broadway-Armory Historic District has a long social his-
tory that is as important as its remaining architectural display. Of
course, much domestic and public architecture of individual distinction
and interest remains, spread along Broadway, to a lesser extent about
the Dexter Training Ground, and throughout the Historic District. This
important body of buildings is significant as a part of the total environ-
ment as well as the variety of styles represented, including Greek Revival
buildings and most of the many styles found during the Victorian period
from Italianate palazzos to the Colonial Revival and Beaux Arts of the
turn-of-the-century. It was during the Victorian period that the ballcon
frame form of construction came into use and houses could be large, high,
and varied in shape; also, the use of mechanized tools meant that every
variety of trim could be applied. In essence, the history of the District
is the history of the evolution of a suburb and should be seen as such.
While there are a number of individual buildings of great architectural
merit, most are modest and their significance lies primarilly in their
environmental context, and in relating their architectural development
to the growth of a major residential area.

The District's bounds then are a product of historic and geographic
phenomena, of past and present land uses. The commercial and industrial
activities of the mid-nineteenth century brought to the city new employ-
ment and waves of new imigrants, particularly from Ireland. While exten-
sive construction did not begin until the mid-century, the necessary con-
ditions for suburbanization existed in the early 1800's. Proximity to
the urban center of Providence and availability of open land and access
roads, together with the development of new transportation systems, led
to the creation of a suburban neighborhood similar to that of Mid-Cam-
bridge outside of Boston; this development can still be traced from the
District's agrarian origin, through the emergence of an urban working
class along Carpenter Street and the immediate vicinity, and, as demand
grew with the ever-increasing population, to the creation of a prosperous
mercantile and professional middle-class suburb. This progression is also
reflected in the building patterns, in the transition from scattered
buildings, and small groups of speculativo bua&ldftrgs chnebhe .sice shmeets
of Broadway, -to the emergence of the large scale developments west of the
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2. Location, _

For the purposes of this National Register nomination, the bounds of
the Broadway-Armory Historic District are as follows:

on the east, the centerline of Dean Street between its intersections
with Kenyon Street and Carpenter Street, the rear side of all lots fronting
on the south side of Carpenter Street between its intersection with Dean
Street and Bridgham Street and including all lots fronting on both sides of
Fountain Street between its intersection with Carpenter Street and a péint
200 feet easterly on Fountain Street, the rear side of all lots fronting on
the east side of Bridgham Street between its intersections with Carpenter
Street and Westminster Street, and the centerline of Bridgham Street between
its intersections with Westminster Street and Durfee Street;

on the south side, the centerline of Durfee Street between its inter-
sections with Bridgham Street and Dexter Street, the centerline of Dexter
Street between its intersections with Durfee Street and Cranston Street, the
centerline of Cranston Street between its intersections with Dexter Street
and Superior Street, and the rear side of all lots fronting on the south
side of Superior Street between its intersections with Cranston Street and
Messer Street;

on the west, the rear side of all lots fronting on the west side of
Messer Street between its intersections with Superior Street and Westminster
Street, the centerline of Westminster Street between its intersections with
Messer Street and Barton Street, the centerline of Barton Street between
its: intersections with Westminster Street and Broadway and the continuation
of that line northerly as far as Grove Street so as to include all lots front-
ing on Bell Street;

on the north, the centerline of Grove Street from its intersections-with
the western boundary of the District and Tobey Street, the rear side of all
lots fronting on the north side of Grove Street between its intersections
with Tobey Street and Vinton Street, the rear side of all lots fronting on
the west side of Vinton Street between its intersections with Grove Street
and Federal Street, the centerline of Federal Street between its intersections
with Vinton Street and America Street, the rear side of all lots fronting on
the east side of America Street between its intersections with Federal Street
and Kenyon Street, and the rear side of all lots fronting on the north side
of Kenyon Street between its intersections with America Street and Dean Street

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Rhode Island Statewide Survey 1973-74
Rhode Island Historical .Pressrvation Commission
John Brown House, 52 Power Street
Providence, Rhode Island Code 44

?
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"7 By 1835, extensive urbanization of the District was underway, with
development concentrating between Broadway, laid out the previous year,
and Cranston Street, and today the Greek Revival style is found through-
out. The basic street grid was by now largely established; though with
the exception of Carpenter Street the houses were not closely spaced.
This street, settled mostly by the city's rapidly growing middle class,
had become by mid-centiiry one of Providence's most densely populated
streets. Today Carpenter Street still retains an almost solid row of
Greek Revival and Early Victorian two-and-a-half story '"gable enders",

a style largely the result of the increasing demand for street frontage.
At 72 and 78 Marshall Street, adjacent to one another, are located two
of the most handsome houses from the era. The former, dating from about
1830, retains the earlier Federal proportions of the five-bay wide,
central hall, two-and-a-half-story house flanking the street, but con-
sistent with its date of 1830 its raised eaves incorporating an entab-
lature across the facade, the corner pilasters, and an exceptionally

fine Doric portico with two pairs of free-standing columns are Greek
Revival elements. To its right, at 78 Marshall Street, is located a
house built about ten years later in the style of a Doric temple; one-
and-a-half stories high with a full portico set across the front gable
on four columns, the house, now vacant, is probably the only example of
this Greek Revival type still extant in Providence. At 366 Broadway
stands the H. Knight house of about 1835; the most imposing Greek Revival
structure in the District it is also the first of the large estates

to be located on Broadway. A two-and-a-half-story gable-roofed house set
gable end to the street, a one-story porch runs around three sides.

The great bulk of the extant architectural fabric of the Broadway-
Armory Historic District is Victorian. Broadway, extended westerly to
Olneyville and broadened to eighty feet -- the widest street in the city --
in the 1850's, was connected by horsecar to the old downtown and East
Side sections of Providence; it became during the subsequent decades until
the turn of the century a highly desirable and fashionable residential
boulevard, the location of the elaborate estates of Providence's
mercantile and professional "nouveau-riche".

Chief example of the early Italianate style popularized in the 1850's
is the J. W. Windsor Estate, originally on Broadway but since turned 900
and moved back to 106 Courtland Street. Built in the style of the New
Haven architect Henry Austin, it is a symmetrical two-story villa covered
by a low hipped roof with wide eaves on paired brackets, and topped by
an octagonal cupola. Its simplified cubical form, emphasized by the
flush siding and, on the second story, untrimmed paired round-headed
windows, acts as a foil to the entranceway, which with its bold scalloped
canopy and turned drops is the most distinctive decorative feature of the
house. The George A. Richards House at 454 Broadway exemplifies the

See continuation sheet 3
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trend at the end of the decade away from the romantic aspects of the
earlier villas. An Italianate "palazzo'", its classicism is evident in
its central portico, pavillion, and second story modified Palladian
window, its bold window moldings and heavy brackets, and its hipped roof
approaching a mansard. In its refinement of scale and detail, the
Richards House epitomizes the urbanity that could be derived from the
palazzo style. -

The estates along Broadway of the post-Civil War era were large and
varied, in contrast to the more conservative East Side of Providence.
Their owners strove in flamboyant and pretentious structures to emulate
the contemporary villas of Newport. Discarding the formal symmetry and
academically correct sculptural ornament of the 1860's, the George W.
Prentice House at 514 Broadway, erected in about 1875, is probably the
best expression of this phenomenon. In its verticality, aggressiveness,
and plasticity, it combines the Italianate and Segond Empire styles.
Capped by a low flaring mansard roof with oversized brackets, the two-
story main block is broken by two large "sunbonnet gables'", a two-story
recessed loggia, a six-level corner tower with a pagoda cupola, and
every variety of bold applied and sawn adornment.

At 159 sutton street, the 1875 mansarded carriage house of the Eddy
Estate, while retaining the formal symmetry of a central pavillion and
spire, expresses a robust monumentality through oversize mixed archi=-
tectural detail. With a distinct Moorish influence, the surface is
crowded and active, with carved granite, polychromed tile, a rose window,
and a clock contained within the pavillion alone. Verticality was
stressed with a tall spire which once topped the pavillion. The Eddy
Mansion itself, at 299 Broadway, manifests the flatter detailing and
""Stick Style" ornamentation of the 1870's. Extensively altered during
the following decade in the Queen anne Style, it is today perhaps the
most extravagant building on Broadway, with Stick S¢yle and Queen Anne
plerced and turned ornament, chalet-type sawn adornments, an angular man-
sard roof of patterned, colored slate, a chateau-roofed front turret
and sunbonnet side gable, glazed bays with stained glass, and a twelve-.
sided tower with conical roof. The best example of Stick Style, however,
is found in the J. B. Arnold House of about 1878 at 478 Broadway, with
its applied nailing strips, drip moldings, and Gothic entrance portico
and window hoods. The Arnold House is well preserved and the Eddy Estate
carriage house is currently being restored by its owner, but both the
Prentice House and Eddy House now show signs of considerable neglect.

The last two decades of the nineteenth century was a period of great

development for the Broadway-Armory Historic District and the Queen Anne
style is well represented. A good example of the style as it was

See continuation sheet 4
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popularized in pattern books is the large house at 477 Broadwayz built .
before 1890, with its variety of detail and textures, ..asymmetrical massing
of projections, overhangs, porches, turreted pavillions, panelling and
bosses, "extinguisher" roof and porch tops, iron railings and crestings,
classicizing ornaments, and Elizabethan chimneys. The Thurber House at
196-198 Broadway, built in the mid-1890's, is also Queen Anne in style
but, later and more stylized than 477 Broadway, it is dominated by a
large curved cantilevered roof, supported by oversize ornamental brackets
and set off with a single circular turret with extinguisher top. The
pair of houses at 77 and 81 Parade Street, overlooking the Dexter Training
Ground, and the cottage at 4 Brighton Street, all dating from the 1890's,
demonstrate how fully such surface modulation could disguise the basic
geometry of a building, but all three as well exhibit a trend from the
more angular and broken style of the Queen Anne house at 477 Broadway

to a smoother, more continuously surfaced building. The full influence
of the Shingle Style, finally, can be seen in the large carriage house

at 8 Slocum Street, built in about 1887, but otherwise this style is not
common to the District.

Whileé such important buildings were going up, real estate developers
were subdividing the remaining open land, first in scattered small groups
but later in whole blocks. The arrangement of these development houses
was purely suburban, following in general the traditional grid subdivision
pattern. But great attention was paid to the quality of these new
neighborhoods, and land sales frequently included strict deed restrictions.
With slight variations in siting, plan, and detail, the newly erected
house groups maintained a cohesiveness that survives today, particularly
in the late area west of the Dexter Training Ground.

At 234 Knight Street, the James B. Windsor House of about 1860 is
a fine example of the symmetrical, central gable, bracketed Italianate,
one-and-a-half-story cottage as expounded by aAndrew Jackson Downing.
Since population demands were great, however, in this district it is
generally the two-and-a-half-story house that predominates, chiefly either
bracketed gable-enders such as the Fenner House at 26 Dexter Street, or
mansard houses, which provided a full attic story, such as the Smith
House at 40 Dexter Street. The mansard, particularly, remained popular
for four decades, though, with the later influences of the Queen Anne,
the addition of towers or turreted pavillions produced a more restless
outline. Double houses were also popular; lending an impressive scale
to otherwise modest accommodations, the common scheme was one of end
bays and central entrances, such as the one at 243 Broadway, built in ¢.187Q
The central pavillion, a feature of the large single family estates of
Broadway, was also used for some of the two-family houses, lending a

quality of solidity and dignity, such as is seen in the N. Truman House
of about 1870 at 6 Parade Street. :

See continuation sheet 5
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By 1870, the pressure for denser land occupation led to the cons-
truction of a few row houses, which bring an urban flavor to the Broad-
way-Armory Historic District. Some were of wood, such as the simplified
mansard Huntoon Apartments at 352-360 Carpenter Street, erected about
1880, or the more boldly Italianate, three-story, flat-roofed Pierce
Apartments at 6-10 Pallas Street of similar date. At 412-428 Broadway
is an exceptionally fine example of a row house type which, while common
in Boston and New York, is almost unique in Providence. With its contin-
uous street facade, combined with the severe urbanity of brick and stone,
this 1870 structure contrasts with the detached houses which otherwise
line Broadway. The pavillion treatment of its bay windows continue into
the mansard roof, and with the recessed entrances and porticos and the
variety of fenestration, the building's facade is broken into patterns
of light and shade consistent with the architectural tastes of the

1870's. So also are the incised and decorated window caps and iron
crestings.

As a streetcar suburb, building in the area through the nineteenth
century was largely residential, with public buildings generally restrict-
ed to church and school uses. The 1875 Bell Street Chapel just off
Broadway, already listed on the National Register, is Italianate neo-
classical in style, modelled after the Maison Carrée at Nimes; brick
and stone, it is faced with a Corinthian portico above an arcaded and
rusticated basement entrance vestibule. Nearby, at the corner of
Broadway and Barton Street, the contemporary Saint Mary's Church was
built of stone with a corner tower and buttresses in the English Gothic
Revival style of the 1860's and 70's. In 1891, the stone Asa Messer
School at 158 Messer Sireet was designed in a somewhat Jacobean manner
and, following the Richardsonian tradition, the Ebenezer Baptist Church
on Cranston Street of about the same date, with its heavy rusticated
masonry and large curved forms, is Romanesque in inspiration while the
Saint James Church & 402 Broadway, erected in yellow brick after 1891,
foreshadows the trend at the turn of the century to a less somber and
lighter Romanesque ideal; its detail is watered down. The Cranston
Street Armory of 1907-08, a castelated fortress also erected in yellow
brick notable for roof and wall elaboration, contains a large drill-
hall between two four-story end blocks. More innovative perhaps, the
turn-of-the-century Uptown Theatre has already developed a delicate and

attenuated Baroque quality which is later to dominate Beaux Arts
architecture,

The twentieth century has seen the Italian "colony", which had
hitherto been confined mostly to the north around Atwells Avenue, extend
into the area of the District, which had previously been "forbidden
territory" to them. While the appearance of the District was at first
only slightly altered, as the heart of the tenement community remained
north of Broadway, a zoning change made in the 1920's allowed commercial

See continuation sheet 6
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development to enter the Historic District. Today it is this commercial-
ization that has most disrupted the integrity of the Broadway-Armory His-
toric District. Along Broadway earlier houses were altered or even re-
moved to accommodate new shops, and Westminster Street particularly has
become a commercial strip. The District was rezoned strictly residential
in the early 1950's, but it has in turn suffered considerable neglect
because at least one-third of its residents have abandoned the area for
newer suburban areas. And as population dwindled, public buildings have
been consolidated, leaving vacant schools and churches as well as houses.
Urban renewal has more recently distUrbed the character of the Historic
District, through spot demolition, while the complete rebuilding of

certain perimeter areas, has resulted in further isolation of the District.

Selective Inventory of Structures of Special Historical and Architectural Value

No. Street, Name, Date Plat, lot #
ALMY STREET
19 House, c.1885 32-138
20 School, c¢.1891 32-104
30 Geo. A. Mathewson House, ¢.1870 32-408
106 House, ¢.1891 32-314
BAINBRIDGE AVENUE
20 House, ¢.1887 32-497
56-58 House, c.1891 35-69
BELL STREET .
4 James Eddy Estate, c.1870 35456
5 Bell St. Chapel, 1875 35-457
BRIDGHAM STREET
126 Sweet-Tillinghast House, c¢.1840 32-326
180 House, c.1885 32-450
BRIGHTON STREET
4 House, c.1890 28-904
36-38 F. M. Ballon House, c.1l871 32-26
BROADWAY
196-198 Thurber House, ¢.1895 28-22
202 Thomas Pierce, Jr., House, c.1870 28=33
214 C. Akerman House, c.1840 28-36
215 Betsy R. Remington Estate, ¢.1870 28=-260
216 AkermanKerman House, c.1845 28-37
220 C. A. Kerman House, c.1845 28-38
232 House, ¢.1890 28-40

See continuation sheet 7
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No. Street, Name, Date Plat, lot #
235 William H. Low Estate, ¢.1850 28-253
243-245 Johnson-Spink House, c¢.1870 28-251
264-270 Uptown Theatre, c.1900 28-111
289 Aurora Club, ¢.1890 28-196
299 Eddy Estate, ¢.1870/c.1885 .._ 28-195
336 House, c.1890 28-662
344 House, ¢.1885 28-657
345-347 House, c.1890 28-857
354 H. E. Wellman House, c.1865 32-1
362-366 H. Knight House, c.1835 32-3
372 House, c.1892 32-441
376-378 House, c.1885 32-34
380 George W. Babcock House, c¢.1870 32-5
390 House, ¢.1880 32-6
401 George T. Spicer House, ¢.1870 33-389

402 St. James Church, c.1891 32-443
409-411 House, ¢.1895 33-631, 632
412-428 Row House, <.1870 32-80,412, 411 410, 409 110
446 House, ¢.1883 32-149
454 George A. Richards House, c¢.1860 32-150
463 John E. Troup House, c.1885 33-311
466 Harriet E. Fuller House, c.1870 32-155
477 House, c.1890 33-310
478 J. B. Arnold Estate, ¢.1878- 32-157
514 George W, Prentice House, c.1875 35-35
529 House, ¢.1895 35-474
538 St. Mary's Parish House, c.1885 35=375

St. Mary's Church, ¢.1870
CARPENTER STREET
293 House, c.1830 32-37
300 James F. Johnson House, ¢.1870 32-432
352-360 William S. Huntoon Apts., c.1880 32-181
CHAPIN AVENUE
43-45 House, c.1890 36-217
51 House, c.1885 36-121
COURTLAND STREET
106 J. W. Windsor Estate, ¢.1850 32-9
150-152 S. A. Winsor House, ¢.1820 32-153
167-169 Wm. S. Huntoon Apts., ¢.1885
See continuation sheet 8
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CRANSTON STREET
Cranston St. Armory, 1907 32-201
459-475 Ebenezer Baptist Church, c¢.1890 36-97
DEXTER STREET
14 Stillman Perkins House, c¢.1860 32-421
26 N. A. Fenner House, c.1865 32-230
40-42 John P, Smith House, ¢.1870 32-227
78-80 House, 1886 32-221
HARKNESS STREET
14 Carriage House, ¢.1870 35-16
HOLLYWOOD ROAD
25 House, ¢.1893 32-193
HUDSON STREET
78 House, ¢.1880 36-172
KNIGHT STREET
184 House, ¢.1895 28-128
225 W. B. Wightman House, c¢.1882 32-172
234-236 James B. Winsor House, c.1860 28-658
243-245 House, c.1895 32-454
MARSHALL STREET
72 House, c.1830 32-47
78 House, c.1840 32-183
MESSER STREET
158 Asa Messer School, c.1891 36-181
PALLAS STREET
4 Fire Station #9, c.1856 28-27
6-10 T. F. Peirce Apts., <.1880 28-=25
PARADE STREET
11 House, c.1880 35-133
14-16 House, ¢.1880 32-191
53 H. A. Richards House, c.1830 35-189
6l N. Truman Estate, ¢.1870 36-26
77 J. C. Hartshorn Estate, c.1890 36-215

See continuation sheet 9
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PARADE STREET (cont)
89-91 House, ¢.1895 36-122
105-107 A. H. Preston House, c.1875 36-210
125 House, c.1886 36-167
PIERCE STREET
27 George W. Snow House, ¢.1850 32-88
SLOCUM STREET
8 Carriage House, ¢.1887 32-276
SULTON STREET
157-159 Eddy Estate Carriage House, 1875 28-193
SYCAMORE STREET
11 House, ¢.1840 25-199
TOBEY STREET
83-85 House, ¢.1890 . 35-39
WESTMINISTER STREET
1192 Charles Dudley House, ¢.1850 32-314
1208 G. A. Cole House, ¢.1825 32-414
1388-1392 Williams-Perrin House, c.1870 32-194
1440 House, c.1890 32-190
1447 House, ¢.1887 32-357
1509 Fred Burgess Estate, c¢.1850 32-357
1536 Sarah Irons House, ¢.1845 35-140
WILLOW STREET
99 School, c.1868 35-170

GPO 921.724
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(Number all entries) 8. Significance cont.

Dexter Training Ground that were built when the last of the large landed
estates were subdivided, and finally to the erection of row houses and
apartment buildings. Broadway in particular remained a desirable resis<
dential section as late as World War I. Beginning at this time, many of
the larger houses and mansions were converted to business and professional
uses. With the relaxation of the zoning code new commercial buildings
were erected beginning in the 1920's. The entire District was in the
meantime being gradually assimilated by first and second generation Italo-
Americans who, with their newly acquired social and financial status, were
proud to occupy the older homes of the Broadway-Armory District.

Today this section of Providence, like so many inner city districts,
has suffered the outmigration of many of its inhabitants to newer
neighborhoods, and there is a need for both restoration and appropriate
urban renewal. Overall, in spite of commercial incursions and spot

demolition, the remaining building ledacy is conspicuous and interesting,
and worthy of preservation.

o
B
.
‘
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United States Department of the Interior
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 74000047 Date Listed: 08/03/88
Broadway—--Armory Historic District
(additional information) Providence RI

Property Name County State

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

,@z@‘ﬁﬁ\j‘?@u&g}—- 9/3/48

yjﬁlgnaﬁuzé of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The total count of contributing and noncontributing resources on
continuation sheet #147 should read 1099, rather than 1091 as
indicated. The series of continuation sheets provide a complete
inventory for the district which supplements the original
district documentation.

This information was confirmed with Ann Angelone of the RISHPO on
August 3, 1988.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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The Broadway-Armory Historic District Inventory includes
over 1,000 major buildings, constructed primarily between 1840
and 1920. The majority of buildings are residential, with
concentrations of commercial buildings along Broadway and
Westminster Street. A few scattered examples of industrial
structures also exist. Buildings range in height from one to
three stories and are mostly of wood-frame construction. A number
of characteristic features shared by many of the buildings are
not described individually in the inventory, although the
information is contained on the field survey sheets. Foundation
material is commonly brick, often with granite on the street
facade. Chimneys are small, interior, undecorated brick stacks,
with the exception of those on some of the more elaborate late
19th-century houses. The entry treatment on many houses includes
either transoms or sidelights, or both.

Please note that this inventory includes a group of 14
buildings on Broadway, east of its intersection with Dean Street.
These buildings are included in the local zoning district for the
Broadway area, the Broadway Historic District, but are not
included in the National Register of Historic Places district,
the Broadway-Armory Historic District. The buildings are marked
*%*, Buildings which contribute to the historic and architectural
significance of the district are indicated by (C); buildings
which are non-contributing are indicated by (NC).

INVENTORY
ALMY STREET
5 House (ca 1885): 1%-story; end-gable; clapboard

cottage; with integral-hip-roof, l1l-story bay and turned
post entry porch. (C) 20th C. garage, side.

6-8 House (ca 1885, ca 1910): 1%-story; mansard; simple
cottage; altered for commercial use in the early 20th
C. Now clad in vertical boards. (C)
7 House (ca 1880): l1l%-story; mansard; simple cottage;

with gable dormers, l-story bay and hooded sidehall
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Almy Street (continued)

entry. Brackets and trim now removed or covered with
vinyl siding. (C)

9 House (ca 1840): 2%-story; flank-gable; clapboard-
and-shingle house; with large shed dormer, plain center
entry and grouped windows. (C)

11 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; cross-gable; clapboard
house; with 2-story bay, leaded windows and Italianate
sidehall entry portico. Dentil trim removed or covered.

(C)

12 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; cross-gable; shingle house;
with Tuscan entry portico and simple Queen Anne
detailing. (C)

15 Charles J. Place House (ca 1886): 2%-story; cross-
gable; clapboard house; with 2-story bay, carved Queen
Anne gable and entry hood trim. (C)

19 Joshua Colwell House (1886-87): 2%-story; hip;
clapboard house; with dominant front gable and dormers,
ornamental iron cresting on front bay and entry
portico. (C) Colwell owned a large butcher business.
20th C. garage, rear.

20 Meader Street School (ca 1891): 2-story; cross-gable on
hip; clapboard Queen Anne primary school; with large
central brick chimney, belfry base and numerous
windows. (C) One of the few wooden 4-room schools
still standing in Providence.

25=-27 Pardon Bosworth or Henry T. Harris House (ca 1857 or ca
1884): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard house; with
quoined corners, classical cornice and Italianate
detail. (C) Bosworth was a mason.

30 George A. Mathewson House (ca 1869): 2%-story;
mansard; clapboard house; L-plan with brackets and a
fine and unusual 2nd-story balcony with delicate
attenuated detail. (C) Mathewson was a partner in the
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Almy Street (continued)

jewelry manufacturing company of Pooler & Mathewson,
Broad Street.

31 House (ca 1900): 3-story; flat; apartment building;
with bracketed cornice and entry hood. Now clad in
asphalt shingles. (C)

32-34 House (ca 1840): 1%-story:; flank-gable; double house;
with shed dormer breaking cornice on the right half.
Now covered in vinyl siding. (C) 20th C. garage,
side.

37 House (ca 1850): 2%-story; end-gable; Greek Revival
dwelling; with recessed, sidelighted entry. Now covered
in aluminum siding. (C)

39 House (ca 1860s): 1l%-story; end-gable; shingle
cottage; with picture window and bracketed entry hood.

(C)

41 Mrs. Addie H. Sanford House (1894): 2%-story; cross-
gable; asymmetrical Queen Anne house; with numerous
porches and corner gazebo. Some detailing removed and
now clad in aluminum siding. (C) Addie Sanford was a
dressmaker.

97-99 House (ca 1882): 2%-story; slate mansard; shingle
double house; with symmetrical 2-story bays, double
center entry and bracketed trim. (C)

103 House (ca 1870s): 2%-story; mansard; shingle house;
with side entry porch, 2-story front bay,modillion and
bracket trim. (C) 20th C. garage, rear.

106 Joseph Lythgoe House (ca 1891): 2%-story; slate cross-
gable; clapboard-and-patterned-shingle house;
asymmetrical Queen Anne with elaborate spindlework
porches and carved panels, bosses and applied ornament.
(C) Joseph Lythgoe was agent and superintendent of the
R.I. Locomotive Works. Well preserved original
carriage house, rear. (C)
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Almy Street (continued)

113 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; flank-gable; clapboard-
and-patterned-shingle house; Queen Anne with tall gable
center entry pavilion. (C) 20th C. garage, side.

AMERICA STREET

61 House (ca 1880): 2%-story; slate mansard; shingle;
typical house; with gable dormers and bracketed trim on
cornice and sidehall entry hood. 1st floor modified
for commercial use, including alteration of lower
portion of 2-story bay. (C)

62-64 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; patterned-slate-mansard;
clapboard-and~patterned-shingle house; with 1st floor
large storefront windows and two entries (original?).

(C)

65-67 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; slate mansard; clapboard-
and-patterned-shingle house; with square 2-story bay
and fine Queen Anne sidehall entry porch. (C) 20th cC.
garage, rear.

70 House (ca 1890); 3-story; flat; clapboard symmetrical
tenement; with bracketed cornice, central 3-story doric
entry porch, and flanking 3-story corner bays. (C)

71 House (ca 1890): 3-story; flat; brick veneer:
symmetrical tenement; with plain center entry flanked
by two 2-story oriels. Brick veneer is a later
addition. (C)

71A House (ca 1870): 2%-story; flank-gable; clapboard
simple house; with corner pilasters, one brick end wall
(later), and bracketed cornice and small entry hood.

(C)

73 House (ca 1860s): 2%-story; cross-gable; clapboard
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America Street (continued)

house; with bracketed trim on cornice, sidehall entry
hood and 2-story bay. (C)

74 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; mansard; shingle house;
with gable dormers, bracketed cornice, square 2-story
bay, and entry under Italianate side porch. (C)

77 House (2nd quarter 19th C.): 1%-story; end-gable;
clapboard Greek Revival cottage; with entry under side
porch. (C) 20th C. garage, rear.

78 House (ca 1890): 2%~-story; slate mansard; clapboard
house; with pedimented dormers, bracketed trim on
cornice, 2-story bay and sidehall entry. (C)

81 Robert P. Williams House (ca 1855): 2%-story;
pedimented end-gable; clapboard transitional Greek
Revival/Bracketed house; with bracketed cornice and
eaves, paneled corner pilasters, and bracketed sidehall
entry hood. (C)

83 House (early 20th C.): 3-story; flat; shingle building;
with 7-bay symmetrical facade and central entry
bracketed door hood. (C) Located at rear of 81
America Street.

85 St. George Masonite Church (1927): 2-story, slate end-
gable; brick Romanesque church; with granite trimmed,
low-relief facade. Details include flush drip motif in
gable, round-arch windows and central entry set in
recessed, carved round-arch opening supported on column
clusters. (C)

89 House (ca 1855): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard house;
with bracketed trim on cornice, 2-story bay, and
Italianate sidehall portico. (C)

93-95 House (ca 1897): 3-story:; flat; tenement; with 3-story
bay, recessed double sidehall entry, and octagonal
cupola. Now clad in vinyl siding; trim and porch
removed. (C) 20th C. garage, side.
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America Street (continued)
97-99 House (ca 1890): 2%-story:; cross-gable; clapboard-

and-shingle 2-family Queen Anne house; with prominent,
bracketed overhang and recessed round-arch in gable
ends, 2-story bay, and doric sidehall double entry
porch. (C)

101-03 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; pedimented cross-gable;
clapboard-and-patterned-shingle 2-family Queen Anne
house; with polygonal corner tower and doric sidehall
double entry porch. (C)

105-07 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; cross-—-gable; clapboard-
and-shingle double Queen Anne house: with recessed
round-arch in gable ends, 2-story bay, and doric
sidehall double entry porch. (C)

ANDREWS STREET

8-10 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; flank-gable; clapboard
plain double house; with sidehall entry under wide
porch and shallow corner bay. (C)

12 House (ca 1860s): 2%-story; mansard; typical house;
with bracketed cornice, bay and entry porch, located in
angle of side ell. Now clad in vinyl siding. (C)

17 House (ca 1855): 3-story; flank-gable (raised); plain
house; with bracketed sidehall entry hood. (C) Metal
shed, rear.

18 Harriet R. Waters House (1881): 2 1/12-story; end-
gable; clapboard typical house; with square bay and
sidehall entry portico. (C)

BAINBRIDGE AVENUE

5-7 Refer to number 530 Broadway.
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Bainbridge Avenue (continued)

10-12 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; cross gable; clapboard-
and-shingle house; with shallow 2-story front bay and
entry porch. (C)

20 George E. Boyden House (1882): Gould and Angell,
architects. 2%-story; slate cross-gable; clapboard-
and-shingle; double house; Queen Anne with elaborate
trim. (C) Boyden was a dry goods merchant and founder
of Crescent Park, and amusement park noted for its
surviving carousel, Riverside, 1886.

26 House (ca 1894): 2%-story; cross-gable; house; L-plan
with 1-story bay, turned post entry porch and
bracketed trim. Now clad in aluminum siding. (C) 20th
C. garage, rear.

28 House (ca 1895): 2%-story:; cross-gable; house; with 2-
story bay and turned post entry porch. Now covered in
asbestos shingle with pattern shingle in gable end.

(C)

29 St. Mary’s Academy of the Visitation (1904): Murphy,
Hindle & Wright, architects. 3-story; flat; brick
school; with modillion and dentil cornice, large banks
of windows and' triple-arch entrance loggia. (C)

Served as parish school for church around the corner at
538 Broadway.

32 George O. Miller House (ca 1875): 1%-story; mansard;
clapboard cottage; with elaborate Corinthian portico
and fine iron cresting. (C) Miller, who lived in
Johnston, worked at Miller Iron Co., Market Square.
20th C. garage, rear.

36-38 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; slate end-gambrel;
clapboard house; with dentil cornice, 2-story bays and
altered entry. (C)

40-42 House (ca 1900): 3%-story; cross-gable; apartment
house; with 3-story porch and bay. (C)
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Bainbridge Avenue (continued)

44-46 House (ca 1900): 2%-story; cross-gable; clapboard
sidehall-plan double house; with pedimented gable, 2-
story bay, and partially altered entry porch. (C)

45 St. Mary’s Auditorium (mid-20th C.): 1l-story; flat;
brick school auditorium; with glass and metal lobby
windows and entry. (NC) Constructed as part of
church/school complex associated with 29 Bainbridge
Ave. and 538 Broadway.

48 House (ca 1880): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard house:
with round head attic windows, altered entry porch.

(C)

49 Charles H. and Josiah Bates House (1890): Gould &
Angell, architects. 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard-
and-shingle house with 2-story bay, bracketed cornice
and lattice arch entry porch. (C) 20th C. garage,
rear.

55 House (ca 1890): 2%-story:; end-gable and hip cross-
gable; clapboard house; with 2-story bay, brackete
trim, round head attic windows. (C) 19th C. cross-
gable, clapboard carriage house, rear. (C)

56-58 Walter S. Ward House (ca 1891): 2%-story; slate cross-
gable; clapboard, shingle and nailing boards house;
complex Queen Anne with corner turret and elaborate
detail. (C) 19th C. stable, rear. (C) 20th cC.
garage, side.

59-61 Arthur G. Bill House (1897): 2%-story; cross-gable;
clapboard-and-shingle symmetrical double house; with
two central 2%-story pedimented bays and Queen Anne
entry porches at opposite ends. (C)

60-62 House (ca 1880); 2%-story mansard double house; with
modillion and bracketed cornice, double Italianate
portico and 2-story front bay. (C)
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BARTON STREET
30-32 St. Mary’s Church School (ca 1967): 3-story; flat;

brick and granite institutional building; with metal
windows. (NC)

46 House (ca 1880s): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard
typical house; with bracketed eaves and front bay, and
Italianate sidehall entry portico. (C)

50 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; end-gable; shingle typical
house; with bracketed cornice, two story bay and
modifications to entry portico and windows. (C)

54 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; end-gable; shingle house;
of typical sidehall-plan form with bracketed cornice
and 2-story front bay. Sidehall entry hood replaced
with modern hood. (C) '

58 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard-and-
shingle dwelling; with bracketed cornice and sidehall
entry hood. Shed dormer added to one gable flank. (C)

)
2V)

School (late 20th C.): 3-story (low); flat; brick and
concrete modern school; with bands of metal windows.
(NC)

BATTEY STREET

21 J. Stone House (ca 1870): 2%-story: gable; shingle
dwelling; with hooded entrance, pedimented gable, side
entablature, and bracketed trim. (C)

25 Lorenzo Stone House (1868): 2%~-story; cross-gable;
clapboard house; with 2-story front and side bays;
round- headed attic windows, hooded entrance, and
bracketed trim. (C) Twentieth-century garage to rear.

31 House (ca 1850): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard Greek
Revival house; with side pilasters and molded caps. (C)

32 House (ca 1850): 2%-story; end-gable; shingle Greek
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Battey Street (continued)

Revival dwelling; with recessed end entrance flanked by
51de lights. Trim covered or removed. (C)

34 House (ca 1860): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard Greek
Revival dwelling; with recessed end entry embellished
with pilasters, entablature, side and transom lights.

(C)

35 House (ca 1860): 2%-story; end-gable; clapboard
dwelling; with recessed end entry beneath bracketed
hood. (C)

BELL STREET

1 House (ca 1860s): 2%-story; cross-gable; simple house;
with eave returns and neoclassical entry treatment. Now
clad in vinyl siding. (C)

3 House (ca 1910): 2%-story; hip; shingle small house;
with full Tuscan porch and small central dormer. (C)

4 House (mid-19th C. ): 1%-story; gable; clapboard small
house; with shed dormer and paired windows. Currently
vacant and boarded. (C) Only structure remaining on
the site of the former James Eddy Estate.

5 Bell Street Chapel (1875): William R. Walker,
architect. 2-story; end-gable; brick and brownstone
church; Neoclassical design modelled after the Maison
Carre, Nimes, France, with a fine Corinthian portico on
an arcaded basement of rusticated brownstone. (C)
Stands adjacent to the site of the former estate of its
patron, James Eddy, at 4 Bell Street.

BETTENRIDGE COURT (off Messer Street)

8 House (mid-19th C.): 1%-story; end-gable; clapboard
cottage; with bracketed sidehall entry hood and
possibly earlier rear cross-gable ell. (C)
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BRIDGHAM STREET

120 House (ca 1880s?): 2%-story; mansard; clapboard
51deha11-plan house; with gable dormers, bracketed
cornice, 2-story bay, Italianate entry porch, and 2-
story side porch. (C)

130 David Hutchins House (1855): 2%-story; pedimented end-
gable; clapboard house, transitional Greek/Bracketed
with bracketed cornice and entry hood. (C) Hutchins
was a partner in G. & C. P. Hutchins, dealers in gas
fixtures and crockery.

- Tabernacle Baptist Church (1980): 1-story; hip,
concrete block institutional building. (NC)

140 House (ca 1850): 1%-story:; end-gable; clapboard house;
Greek Revival with paneled corner pilasters and later
l-story enclosed entry. (C) 20th C. garage, rear.

142 House (ca 1850): 1%-story; end-gable; clapboard house;
Greek Revival with paneled corner pilasters and
sidehall entry with flat entablature and pilasters.

(C)

146 House (ca 1860s): 2%-story; slate mansard; clapboard
house; with gable dormers, 2-story bay and bracketed
cornice and entry hood. (C)

150 House (ca 1850): 2%-story; end-gable; house; Greek
Revival with paneled corner pilasters, bracketed hood.
Now clad in asbestos shingle, vacant and boarded. (C)
20th C. garage, rear.

156 House (ca 1900): 1%-story; end-gable; clapboard house;

with gable dormer and plain entry. Rear of 158-160
Bridgham Street. (C) 20th C. garage, side.

158-60 House (ca 1880): 2%-story; pedimented end-gable;
clapboard house; w1th plain Queen Anne trim. (C) 20th
C. garage, rear.

164 House (ca 1870s): 2%-story; flank-gable; clapboard
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house; with bracketed cornice, entry hood and 2-story
bay. (C) 20th C.garage, rear.

177-81 Charles M. Sheldon Apartment House (1882): 3-story;
flat; clapboard multifamily house; symmetrical with
deeply recessed center entry surmounted by orial and
arched recesses. (C) Sheldon, who lived on
Westminster Street, built this as an investment.

180 Henry T. Grant House (1874): 2-story; low hip;
clapboard house; Italianate with bracketed cornice,
massive elaborate entry portico and ornate scroll sawn
trim on the bay window. Moved here from the corner of
Bridgham and Westminster, 1892. (C) Grant was
president of the Citizens Savings Bank.

183-85 House (ca 1890): 3-story; flat; clapboard apartment
building; with 3-story bracketed front bay and double
entry. (C)

186 House (ca 1890): 2%-story; end-gable; shingle house;
with recessed entry under bracketed hood. (C)

187 Double House (ca 1980): 2%-story; flank-gable;
clapboard and ‘asphalt shingle double house;
symmmetrical with center entry and flanking 2-story
bays topped with gable dormers. (C) 20th C. garage,
rear.

189 House (ca 1880s): 2%-story; end-gable; simple
house;with 2-story bay, bracketed entry hood and round
head attic windows. Now clad in linoleum and asphalt
shingle. (C) 20th C. garage, rear.

191 House (ca 1880s): 2%-story: end-gable; clapboard plain

house; with 2-story bay, bracketed entry hood and
round head attic windows. (C) 20th C. garage, rear.

BRIGHTON STREET

1 House (ca 1880): 24-story:; mansard house; with
Italianate portico, narrow paired windows, 2-story side
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