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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
X Y 
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED J^LORIGINAL SITE 

- G O O O —RUINS X A L T E R E D 

-FAIR —UNEXPOSED 
-MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Main Street in Greenfield serves the principal business and commercial 
districts and continues on as a wide thoroughfeire, tree lined with several 
municipal, religious and public buildings grouped in an area within which 
the Post Office i s centered. Important neighboring buildings include the 
Greenfield Public Library which i s housed in a fine residence known as the 
Leavitt Hovey House, built in 1797 and designed by the noted architect, 
Asher Benjamin. This structure i s listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and together with the Franklin County Court House, the First 
Church of Christian Science and the Post Office establishes an area of 
su-chitectural and historical importance. 

The Post Office has a two story center portion which i s the original 
building built in 1915; one story addition added in 1939 to both sides blend 
harmoniously and continue the architectural theme and constructuion of the 
original structure. A granite base supports brick walls laid in English 
bond with recessed arched panels containing the first floor windows across 
the front. Broad granite steps with wrought iron rails lead to the front 
entrance which i s the dominant architectural feature. The arched 
entranceway i s executed in stone and i s highly sculptured, centered between 
two pairs of fluted pilasters which extend to the top of the second floor 
windows and support a pediment with a denticulated cornice which i s 
continued around the building and i s surmounted by a brick psirapet. A stone 
belt course at the second floor window s i l l line continues as a coping for 
the later one story wings. The entrance also features free standing cast 
iron lighting standards with round globes; these mounted on granite piers on 
each side of the entrance steps. The building i s set back from the street 
and I s attractively landscaped. 

The lobby was completely changed and renovated in 1939 to accommodate the 
increase in post office activity. Nevertheless, i t reflects the 
architectural dignity and intent of the exterior. There i s a terrazzo 
floor, polished granite wainscot, stained woodwork and the original > 
vestibule with curved marble panelling, original light fixture and the 
marble interior entrance surround was retained. ^ 

Featured in the lobby i s a work of sculpture created in 1941 by Helen 
Sardeau. The work consists of three figures, separately mounted, executed 
in bas-relief and made of bronze. 
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SPECIFIC DATES Built: 1915  
Enlarged: 1959 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT ̂^̂ •̂'̂  ̂®'̂'̂®-'̂°̂ »̂ ̂ "P' Architect 
Louis A. Simon, Sup. Architect 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This buiding, designed in 1914 under the administration of Supervising 
Architect Oscar Wenderoth, reflects the architectural goals of the previous 
administration which favored stylistic elements from the French Beaux-Arts 
and Neo-Classical traditions. The trend was to create small post office 
buildings which would become the most architecturally important structure 
within the community. This property preserved through the years and 
enchanced by later additions achieves a dignified presence through the use 
of ornament, symmetry, and fine materials. Significant to the city as a 
contributing building, i t also characteristically registers federal policy 
concerning post office construction in small towns. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The site is rectangular i n shape and contains approximately 30,268 feet that 
is located on the Northeast corner of Main and Franklin Streets. 
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8. Significance 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 
• , P.O. Box 324 \, 

Lexington, MA 02173-0324 

June 17, 1985 
n' 

^ : 

The Honorable Norman Thedeman 
Ibwn Manager, Tbwn of Greenfield 
Town Hall 
14 Cburt Square ^ s* 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

Dear Tbwn Manager Thedeman: ' 

1\ 

,,, m 

The U. S. Postal Service in <xaijunction with the Massachusetts Historical 
Commissicai in Bceton has evaluated the Main Rjst Office i n Greenfield and has 
determined i t is significant from a historical viewpoint. 

In view of the aixDve evaluation, the U.S. RDstal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal acticai, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Ehclosure 

JPC/ljr 

' 'iiiih''i'''''-iMr 
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» * * * • * • 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

October 30, 1985 

Ms. Carol D. Shuil >.: ' , " v' : : 
Chief of Registration ' i ; * - ' ' 
National Register of Historic Places ,̂>. ' 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r ^ 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 ? 
Dear Ms. Shuil: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 442 Main Street, Franklin/Hampshire 
County, Greenfield, Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, 
please c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

/Crohn S. Sorenson 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Office of Real Estate 

•i' A. 

Enclosure 
.3 • 

I * ' 

m 6 i985 


