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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Friendship Baptist Church is a frame and stucco struc­ 
ture in the Spanish Colonial style. Rectangular in plan, the 
church contains a large square tower on its northeast corner 
with an espandana gable extending eastward to form the facade. 
The nave contains a pitched roof covered by tiles. An additional 
section in the rear is of two stories with a flat roof and parapet.

Distinctive features of the building include decorative mold­ 
ing around the main entrance and a large rose window directly above 
it, arched openings near the top of the tower, decorative pilasters 
on the exterior of the facade and nave, and stained-glass windows 
on both sides of the nave.

The structure is located on a street corner in a neighborhood 
dominated by educational buildings (Ambassadore College). A large 
parking lot lies directly to the east of the structure, and a 
small cottage, not part of the nominated property, is located di­ 
rectly south of the church.

There have been no major alterations to the building since its 
construction. The roof of most of the structure was replaced, as 
was much of the original electrical system. The underpinnings of 
the foundation have also been replaced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Friendship Baptist Church is ths.;first and oldest Black 
Baptist Church in the city of Pasadena. The structure was built 
for a congregation of Baptists formed in 1893. The ten-member con­ 
gregation originally met in a rented building and then a tent until 
funds were collected for the present building in 1925. In that 
year, the church commissioned local architect Norman F. Marsh to 
design the ediface which was finished in the following year.

Architecturally, the church is a good example of the Spanish 
Colonial architectural style which was especially popular in South­ 
ern California during the 1920's. The church tower, espadana gable, 
and stained-glass windows provide distinctive ornamental details 
which add to the character of the building, and to the streetscape 
of the neighborhood. The church's architect, Norman Foot Marsh 
(1871-1955;* is known for his many excellent structures in the 
Pasadena area, beside his numerous designs for buildings in Venice, 
Fullerton, Oakland, and other areas of California.

Since the time of its formation, the Friendship Baptist 
Church has become the mother church for all Black Baptist churches 
in Pasadena, and has played a significant role in the civic and 
cultural affairs of the city. Today it is the oldest and one of 
the most important Black institutions in that city, as evidenced 
by its designation as a local historical landmark by the Pasadena 
Historical Commission.
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A lot of approximately 1/3 acre beginning at the southwest corner of Dayton Street 
and Delacey Avenue extending 10U 1 eastward, then 125' southward, then lOli 1 westward, 
then 125' northward to the original point.
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
XSTATE. LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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