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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thorn House, a residence, California verslon of -New-BEngiand Gothic

was bullt circa 1857, Brickswere hauled from Stockton, 50 miles ~
distant, by ox teams., Parts of lower section are constructed of native
stone and adobe. Walls at base are 30" thick., Roof is steep pitched.
Ornamental barge boards, Porch, and second floor Verands on three
sides, Full length French doors, nine in number, open to porch and
second floor veranda. Spiral wood staircase connects ground floor, mi
middle floor, and third fIcor. There is a trap door to high ceilinged
attic which covers entire area of the house, This house had the

first plastered interiom in Calaveras County.

Built on a slope with dry-stone retaining wall; from the front the
house appears to be two stories with attic, Side and rear views
show imposing four story height. Area of interior floor space is
about 3500 square feet. Eleven rooms plus entrance hall.

Orighnal furnishings include Weber grand piano, marlile fireplace
and French pier mirrors, brought around the Horn; matching amoire,
bed and dresser; iron safe, records, and other relicx of Gold Rush
days. Door knobs, latches, and most other hardware as well as
shutters are original,

Minor changes made until it was alandoned in about 1952, Kitchen
updated and one ground floor room was refloored about 1917.

1957-67 Present owners completely restored Thorn House as near to
original as possible, interior and exterior, consistent with modern

wiring, plugbing, heating.

Supplementary furnishings and lighting fixtures are from
family heirleoms of appropriate period and design, plus collections
of European, Asian, and African art.

Garden area - nearly 3 acres, Native oaks and pines
supplemented with plantings of more than 300 other trees. Extensive
lawns, red stone tile terraees, pools, waterfall, old style fountain,
Oriental corner, grape arbor, parking area, have been added by
present owners. ! ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thorn House, the most imposing example of California "Carpenter®

Gothic in Calaveras County was built by Sheriff Ben Thorn, famous
Tor his ectivities during the Gold Rush era.

To quote Richard Coke Wood in "Tales of Old Calaveras®*
%One of the greatest men in the history of Calaveras County was

- Benjdmin K. Thorn, who served as sheriff and deputy sheriff for a

period of forty-seven years., He was -the fearless officer who
arrested and brought to Jjustice many of the worst criminals who
had flocked to California in search of easy money, Among the
many notorious bandits that he captured were Sam (Long-haired)
Brown and the "PO 8", Bharles Bolton, alias Black Bart,"

The house which has been restored to excellent condition, and
the garden of almost 3 acres which is landscaped, attract tourists
and historians., Although nothing indicates Thorn House is now
other than a private residence, tourists and persons with special
interests frequently request permission to inspect the house and
gardens, Additionally, the house and garden are frequentlylusdd
as the site of benefit teas, ete.,, the most recent of which had
an attendance of approximately 200,
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The Sacramento Bee, Sacramento Ca.

San Francisco Call, Mov, 16, 1905

Sheriff Ben Thorn and/or Thorn House

Anybody's Gold by Joseph Henry Jackson D. Appleton-Camtury Co, 1941

Takes of Od Calaveras by Richard Coke Wood

Calaveras, The Land of the Skulls by Richard Coke Wood - The Mother Lode
Press, Sonora, California 1955

The Calaveras Enterprise, San Andreas,

s Calaveras (Quarterly Bulletin of the Calaveras Co.
olrs and Genealogy of Representative Citizens of Northern Calif, ,bhicago

Historical Assn.
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As the designated State Liaisqﬁ foige;ﬁ\gr}h{é. Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate thisiyproperty-f,oﬂnclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been’

evaluated according to the criteﬁ"a and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is: ~

=
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National []  State [ Local
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f/'
&
Title State Liaison Officer
Date October 16, 1970

-1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

(RS
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic
1t
) 98 )
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Date

1901
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NAME AND TITLE:
Merjorie F. J o
Jjorie F. Jensen
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STREET AND NUMBER: o
87 East St, Charles St. =
CITY OR TOWN: - STATE coDbE -
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