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Although the exact construction date of the Loeser Cabin is impossible to determine, 
it is undoubtedly one of the oldest still standing in the state. HABS considers its 
original one room (on the south) "one of the earliest examples of frontier log construc 
tion remaining in Oklahoma."

As it stands today, the cabin is approximately 18 feet across its east front 
(actually facing a bit south of east), 15-1/2 feet deep. It has a lean-to porch across 
the front. The foundation is of uncoursed fieldstone, well mortared today with cement 
grouting. The walls are of 12-inch, square-hewn oak logs notched at their ends with 
flush joints. They are chinked now with cement. The log joists of the simple gable 
roof, laid parallel to the east facade, can be seen under the north and south eaves.

At the north end of the original cabin is a nondescript lean-to type shed room. 
It is of frame construction, with sawed studs and roof joists. Its walls are covered 
with gray asphalt composition siding. Its roof, like that of the cabin itself, is 
covered with asphalt shingles. When it was added is not known. It can be entered from 
the front porch and also from the cabin itself.

During the Civil War period the Loeser Cabin was considerable larger than at present. 
It is known that two rooms were added to the south. These were connected by a breezeway 
(or dog-trot) to a kitchen at the far south end. A large bedroom and porch were also 
added to the east, although specific dates again are missing. These were removed in 
1907i when the present porch was added, thus explaining the use of tile blocks and 
rough-hewn log supports. Square milled posts are shown in old photographs. Present 
window openings seem to correspond to the original openings, but little can be determined 
as to the changes in sash type. In the original cabin there are two windows, one on the 
west, the other on the south. In addition to the front door on the east there is 
another leading to the lean-to on the north. One small brick chimney on the north is 
now enclosed by the lean-to.

Inside the floors are of standard tongue-and-groove boards, varnished in the old 
section, unfinished in the lean-to. Walls and ceiling of the rooms have been papered. 
Decorative hinges and stamped metal box lock on the front door are probably original 
fixtures. Although the house has been occupied almost continuously, modernities are 
limited to a single light bulb in the ceiling of each room. There is no stairway access 
to the loft area. Behind the cabin (to the west) is the old stone well, now capped, 
which once served it.
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The Loeser Cabin is significant for both its age and the quarter-century role its 
owner played in a raw, war-ravaged community on the frontier. Dr. Irwin D. Loeser did 
not build the cabin that bears his name. Its original one room had been erected - by 
whom no one now knows - some years before he came to Tahlequah in the late 1840s. 
Construction dates from 1833 to 1848 have been suggested. Whatever the precise date, 
the cabin stands today as one of the earliest examples of frontier log construction 
remaining in Oklahoma. It is one of the two or three oldest buildings in the state. 
Dr. Loeser acquired the cabin in 1852 and it is still owned by his grand-daughter, who 
lives in a two-story Victorian house standing only a few yards behind it.

The significance of Dr. Loeser's role in early-day Tahlequah can be documented some 
what more precisely. Born in Pennsylvania in 1812, he came west as a medical officer. 
Receiving his discharge at nearby Fort Gibson, he moved to the newly established Cherokee 
Nation capital of Tahlequah. For many years he was the area's only doctor. He was stil] 
practicing when he died in 1877.

The cabin today has a latter-day lean-to on the north, a porch Si1'aaimtfl*fa*t across its 
east front. Around the Civil War period it was even larger, with an open breezeway 
(dog-trot) and kitchen on the south, a large bedroom on the east. It was during this 
troubled period that the house and its owner were of greatest service to the community. 
In a letter to his mother in late 1865 Dr. Loeser wrote that he had been captured twice 
during the war while going to attend the sick. But he'd been released because he was 
the only doctor in the area. He said both sides had robbed him and plundered his pos 
sessions, accusing him of being sympathetic to the other side. But neither had harmed 
him. And they also sparedhis cabin, which was often used as a refuge for those displacec 
by the internecine warfare.

In another letter written shortly before his death Dr. Loeser told his mother he was 
the doctor for the two Cherokee seminaries (male and female, both located near Tahlequah 
for which he received a salary of $50 per month, But he had to furnish the medicines! 
He mentioned again that it was difficult to collect his fees ($2.00 per call) because 
the people were so poor. . . .Dr. Loeser served the countryside on horseback. And his 
grand-daughter (an active horsewoman at 83) still has his medical saddlebags, complete 
with small bottles of medicine, which she plans to present to the Cherokee National 
Historical Society.

Dr. Loeser's obituary appeared in the Gherokee Advocate of Sept. 19, 1877. Apparent 
written by editor W, P. Boudinot, it reported his death as of September 11, went on to 
praise him in this manner; "His life was one of unvarying steadiness and usefulness. 
The writer of this who knew him for many years never knew of his having a single- 
enemy. As proof of this fact, it may be mentioned that he lived during the war unharmed
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by even the wild riders and scouts from both sides who were constantly scouting 
the country. Thus respected, Dr. Lozier (sic) lived his life of quiet useful 
ness until laid on his final bed of sickness some weeks since."


