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The Thomas Hanks House is situated in an older residential neighborhood within
the city limits of Lawrenceburg. The small farming community is approximately
fourteen miles south of Frankfort in what is primarily a rural county. The
structure sits back from the main road, and can be viewed from that point only
when the trees are not in full bloom.

Built ca.1858, the Hanks House is a two-story, three-bay, frame structure. The
house is basically Greek Revival in style, has double sashed windows, two interior
chimneys, and is covered by a standing seam roof.

The main portico is gabled, with square piers and a plain frieze. Four square

piers, instead of columns, support the frieze, and they are echoed by semi-~

projecting piers on the facade. A second story balcony of Victorian iron

railing projects from the front. The entrance element is simple with cornice

molding and square piers. The door is encompassed by a transom and sidelights (photol).

A two-story frame ell projects from the rear of the main block. It has a separate
entrance on the east side with a connecting rear stair hall. The entrance portico
is similar to that of the front with a double wooden gabled portico and square
piers. (see photos 2 and 3).

Incorporating a central-hall plan, the interior contains much of the original

Greek Revival woodwork. Most of the trim consists of fluted pilasters with bull's

eye corner blocks. The mantle in the right front parlor is metal and has been
grained to look like marble (see photos 4 & 5). The remaining mantlepieces are metal,
but much simpler in design.

Two outbuildings are included in the nomination. A twentieth century two-car garage
and a small frame shed are both located to the rear of the main house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas H. Hanks House

in Lawrenceburg achieves historical significance

by its association with Thomas Holman Hanks, an important attorney and poli-
tical figure in Anderson County, who built the house ca. 1858.1

Hanks was born in Anderson County about a mile from Lawrenceburg on November 6,

1823. His father, Turner Hanks, had migrated to Kentucky in 1800 from Virginia.

where his father, George Hanks, had been killed as a soldier in the American
Revolutionary: War. This line of the Hanks family was distantly related to Abraham
Lincoln through Lincoln's mother, Nancy Hanks. John Hanks, the forebearer of Lincoln,
was the great uncle of Turner Hanks and his three bothers who came to Kentucky during
pioneer days.

In 1849, when he was only twenty six years old, Hanks was elected as a member of the
House of Representatives of the Kentucky General Assembly to represent Anderson County.
During the years 1850-51 Hanks became a "Forty-Niner" in California but returned to
Kentucky whereupon he was elected Circuit Court Clerk in 1856 and served in this
position until 1862. During this time he also studied law and in 1863 was admitted

to the Bar. He served as County Attorney from 1863 to 1867. Hanks became well

known as an attorney and was retained on most of the important litigation of hlS
county and circuit.

In 1881, 1886 and 1892 Hanks was elected to the lower house of the General Assembly
and eventually became known as the '"patriarch of the Kentucky legislature.'" He
served in the legislature under three different state constitutions, was chairman
of the committee on suffrages and elections, and was a most able, conscientious and
indefatigable worker on other important committees. He represented Anderson County
in the constitutional convention of 1890 and was a member of the house during the
two succeeding sessions, when the most important legislative work of the state was
accomplished.

Thomas Hanks was married in 1858 to Miss Margaret R. Myers, of Anderson County,
and shortly thereafter built the two-story frame house on Woodford Street in
Lawrenceburg.

1Hanks resided there until 1902 when it was sold to the Bond family.
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