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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Albree-Hall-Lawrence House i s a two-story timber frame house of irregular plan re­
sult i n g from i t s several periods of construction. Examination of the structure suggests 
that the e a r l i e s t section, b u i l t before 1785 according to the Historic American Buildings 
Survey, was a two-story center chimney house, one room deep, now surviving as the rear 
e l l of the present house. H i s t o r i c a l sources suggest that t h i s e l l could have been part 
of an e a r l i e r house that was moved to t h i s s i t e and joined to the front section. The 
front section appears to have been constructed i n the late eighteenth century and o r i g i n ­
a l l y was one bay deep and three bays long. The facade was then symmetrical with an en­
trance porch and one window on either side. Sometime around the turn of the eighteenth 
century the east wall of the f r o n t section was extended about f i v e feet eastward, and a 
fourth window was added to the f r o n t facade. Between 1830-1840 the north half of the 
house's east end was enlarged to the present two room depth. A l l other e l l s and the a l ­
terations of the stable were carried out aft e r 1930 when the property was purchased by 
the father of the present owner. 

The two-story yellow clapboarded f r o n t section i s set on a foundation of granite blocks 
except at i t s northeast corner where one bay of the east wall and two bays of the north 
wall are set on slate foundation. The f r o n t facade i s four bays wide, i r r e g u l a r l y spaced 
with twelve-over-twelve windows, a l l with black louvred shutters, and an enclosed e n t r y 
porch with a half hip roof. The entry i s framed by two pila s t e r s supporting a plain 
entablature and a boxed cornice at the porch's eave. The doorway consists of f i v e pane 
sidelights set over single raised panels flanking a six panel door (ca. 1930.) The east 
end wall has three twelve-over-twelve windows spaced unevenly across the f i r s t story, two -
at the second story, and one centered i n the gable. The southern two windows on the 
f i r s t story, one on either side of the i n t e r i o r chimney, and the southern window on the 
second story have frame moldings matching those on the front facade, while the other 
window moldings are of a low p r o f i l e type popular i n the 1830's and 1840's. The o r i g i n a l 
one room depth of the section i s revealed by t h i s change of details and the change i n 
foundation materials. The rear w a l l of the fro n t section, where i t i s not concealed by 
additions has one twelve-over-twelve window set i n a frame of low p r o f i l e molding s l i g h t l y 
east of center on both stories. The f r o n t section i s covered by a medium high pitched 
roof with gables at the end walls. At i t s junction with the rear e l l the gable of the 
west wa l l has a s l i g h t "saltbox" e f f e c t to j o i n i t to the lower story height of the e l l . 
The f r o n t section has an i n t e r i o r chimney on the south bay of i t s east w a l l , and another 
r i s i n g through the ridge and centered above the facade's westernmost bay. Both are set 
on stone bases instead of the usual brick arch. 

The rear e l l i s adjoined to the northwest corner of the fro n t section flush with the west 
wa l l . I t i s a rectangular two-story structure v/ith a pitched roof set perpendicular to 
the main roof. As i n the f r o n t section the bays, three i n number, are spaced unevenly. 
The f i r s t story contains two twelve-over-twelve windows and to the rear a narrow doorway 
consisting of a molded frame supporting a cap and framing i n a three pane transom and 
six sunken panel door (ca. 1930). At the second story the three bays are eight-over-
twelve windows. North and west of t h i s side entrance i s a one-story addition with one 
twelve-over-twelve window set on a concrete block foundation, connecting with the stable. 

On the e l l ' s east wall at i t s junction with the rear wall of the front section i s a square 
plan two-story addition (ca. 1930) with a f l a t roof. I t has a four pane l i g h t set high on 

continued 
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the f i r s t story east w a l l and one narrow six-over-six l i g h t at the second story north wall. 
At the f i r s t story i s an enclosed porch with three pairs of twelve pane doors facing east 
and one twelve-over-twelve window on the north. 

The north end of the e l l i s concealed by a number of additions which connect i t to the 
stable, which has been converted to a garage (ground f l o o r ) and a studio ( f i r s t f l o o r ) . 
This stable i s two stories high with a pitched roof running at r i g h t angles to the roof 
of the e l l . Connecting i t and the rear e l l i s a one-story porch, enclosed by v e r t i c a l 
slats. The previously described addition to the west wall of the rear e l l provides 
i n t e r i o r access to the studio. The stable i s covered on i t s east, west arid north walls 
by yellow shingles. I t s west wall has a massive exterior chimney (ca. 1930) flanked 
at the second story by two six pane casement windows. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I n 1720 John Albree, an English immigrant, purchased from Parcival Hall a thirty-two acre 
• t _ t r a c t of land containing at least one dwelling house, outbuildings, and a m i l l i n which 

Hall retained a one quarter i n t e r e s t . By 1777, when his grandson John took over the prop­
ert y , the acreage totaled sixty-seven acres. Previous to his ownership Albree served i n |' 
the Revolution i n two d i f f e r e n t regiments, and also contributed f i n a n c i a l l y to i t s support|^-' 

V 
The property remained i n the Albree family u n t i l 1799 when John's brother Samuel sold the 
property, then containing seventy-two acres, to Nathaniel Hall. Suffering from f i n a n c i a l 
reverses. Hall mortgaged and then deeded the property to his brother-in-law Peter Chardon 
Brooks. I n 1817 Brooks made a g i f t of the property to his sis t e r Joanna Ha l l , Nathaniel's 
wife. I n 1819 Hall had moved from his house i n Medford Square to the farm, t h which, i n 
1831, his grandson, Francis Parkman was sent to'-recover from an i l l n e s s . During his four 
years i n Medford, Parkman attended John Angler's school which Parkman thought to be of 
"high but undeserved reputation." I t seems possible that the enthusiasm of Parkman's father 
for the work of Alexander Jackson Davis may have influenced Angler's l a t e r choice of Davis 
as the architect for his home at 129 High Street, Medford. Both the his t o r i a n Parkman and 
his several biographers place great importance on his "exploration" of the Middlesex 
Fells as a major influence on Parkman's w r i t i n g and point of view. 

In the mid-nineteenth century the house was owned by Peter C. Hal l , whose heirs leased 
the property to a pig farmer. Offended by t h i s use of the property, Samuel Lawrence pur-, 
chased the farm by 1889 and incorporated i t in t o his neighboring estate. Lawrence, Med- \ 
ford's most prominent c i t i z e n of the period, gave the use of the house to his property j 
manager and kept the grounds open to the public on Sundays. Believing that he was better 
able to provide for the preservation of his more than two hundred acres of the Fells, 
Lawrence did not leave the property to the Middlesex Fells Reservation on his death, re­
sulting i n i t s subdivision i n the 1920's. During the development of the land, the house 
was used as a re a l estate o f f i c e , u n t i l an off e r to purchase was made around 1927 by the 
father of the present owner. 

Both the lack of clear: reference points on the early deeds and the many changes that have 
been made to the house make i t d i f f i c u l t to determine the structure's hi s t o r y . Surveyed 
by H.A.B.S. and a t t r i b u t e d a construction date of "pre-1785," the bulk of the house's 
front section and rear e l l seem clearl y eighteenth century. I t i s possible that the rear 
e l l may contain the house which stood on the property around 1720 or i t may be a house 
constructed by John Albree pr i o r to 1785. I t seems l i k e l y that the front section of the 
house was constructed i n the l a s t half of the eighteenth century, while the extension of 
the east wall of the f r o n t section probably occurred under the j o i n t ownership of John 
and Samuel Albree or of Nathaniel H a l l . OfMedford's less than twenty pre-1800 buildings, •! 
the Albree-Hall-Lawrence House i s cl e a r l y o^e of the best preserved examples of i t s period. 
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1 A p r i l 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d four nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Medford: George P. Fernald House 

2. Medford: Albree-Hall-Lawrence House 
3. Randolph: Jonathan Belcher House 
4. Worcester: Timothy Paine House 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic 
Preservation O f f i c e r , Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Pa t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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