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CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOAWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE
The Al bree-Hall-Lawrence House i sa two-story tinmber frame house of irregular plan re-
sulting fromitsseveral periods of construction. Examnation of thestructure suggests
that theearliest section, built before 1785 according totheHistoric Anmerican Buildings
Survey, was a two-story center chimmey house, one room deep, now surviving as t herear
ell of thepresent house. Historical sources suggest that this ell could have been part
of an earlier house that was noved t othis site and joined tothefront section. The
front section appears t ohave been constructed i nthelate eighteenth century and origin-
ally was one bay deep and three bays long. The facade was then symmetrical with anen-
trance porch and one wi ndow on either side. Sometime around theturn of theeighteenth
century theeast wall of thefront section was extended about five feet eastward, anda
fourth windowwas added t ot hefront facade. Between 1830-1840 t henorth half of the
house's east end was enlarged t ot hepresent tworoomdepth. Al |l other ells andthe al -
terations of thestable were carried out after 1930 when t he property was purchased by
the father of t hepresent owner.

The two-story yellow clapboarded front section i sset on a foundation of granite blocks
except at itsnortheast corner where one bay of theeast wall and two bays of thenorth
wal | are set on slate foundation. The front facade i sfour bays wide, irregularly spaced
with twelve-over-twelve w ndows, all with black |ouvred shutters, and an enclosed entry
porch with a half hip roof. The entry i sframed by two pilasters supporting a plain
entabl ature and a boxed cornice at t heporch's eave. The doorway consists of five pane
sidelights set over single raised panels flanking a six panel door (ca. 1930.) The east
end wall has three twelve-over-twelve w ndows spaced unevenly across thefirst story, two -
at thesecond story, and one centered i nt hegable. The southern twow ndows on the
first story, one on either side of theinterior chimey, and t he southern w ndow on t he
second story have frame nmol dings matching those on thefront facade, while theother

w ndow nmol di ngs areof a | owprofile type popular i nthe 1830's and 1840's. The original
one roomdepth of thesection i srevealed by this change of details and t hechangei n
foundation materials. The rear wall of thefront section, where i ti snot concealed by
additions has one twelve-over-twelve window seti na frame of lowprofile molding slightly
east of center on both stories. The front section i scovered by a nediumhigh pitched
roof with gables at theendwalls. At itsjunction with therear el lthegable of the
west wall has a slight "saltbox" effect tojoin i ttothelower story height of theell.
The front section has an interior chimey on t hesouth bay of itseast wall, and another
rising through theridge and centered above t he facade's westernnost bay. Both are set
on stone bases instead of theusual brick arch.

The rear el |l i sadjoined tothenorthwest corner of thefront section flush with t hewest
wall. |1 tisarectangular two-story structure v/iith a pitched roof set perpendicular to
the main roof. As i nthefront section t hebays, three i nnunber, are spaced unevenly.
The first story contains two twelve-over-twelve windows andtotherear a narrow doorway
consisting of a nolded frame supporting a cap and framng i na three pane transomand

six sunken panel door (ca. 1930). At thesecond story thethree bays areeight-over-
twel ve wi ndows. North and west of this side entrance i sa one-story addition with one
twel ve-over-twel ve wi ndow set on a concrete block foundation, connecting with the stable.

Oh theell's east wall at itsjunction with therear wall of thefront section i sa square
plan two-story addition (ca. 1930) with a flat roof. |t has a four pane |light set high on
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the first story east wall and one narrow six-over-six light at t hesecond story north wall.

At thefirst story i san enclosed porch with three pairs of twelve pane doors facing east
and one twelve-over-twelve w ndow on t he north.

The north end of theel | i sconceal ed by a nunber of additions which connect i tto the
stable, which has been converted t oa garage (ground floor) and a studio (first floor).
This stable i stwo stories high with a pitched roof running at right angles totheroof
of theell. Connecting i t and therear el |l i sa one-story porch, enclosed by vertical
slats. The previously described addition tothewest wall of therear el | provides
interior access tothestudio. The stable i scovered onits east, west arid north walls
by yellow shingles. |tswest wall has a massive exterior chimey (ca. 1930) flanked

at thesecond story by two six pane casenent w ndows.
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STATEMENT OF S GN A CANCE

In 1720 John Al bree, an English immgrant, purchased from Parcival Hall athirty-two acre
tract of land containingat |east one dwelling house, outbuildings, andamll in which

Hal | retained a one quarter interest. By 1777, when his grandson John took over t he prop-
erty, theacreage totaled sixty-seven acres. Previous tohis ownership Albree served i n|
the Revolution i ntwo different regiments, and also contributed financially toitssupport|”-

The property remained i ntheAlbree famly until 1799 when John's brother Sanuel soldthe

property, then containingseventy-two acres, toNathaniel Hall. Suffering from financial
reverses. Hall nortgaged and then deeded t heproperty t ohis brother-in-|awPeter Chardon
Brooks. 1 n 1817 Brooks nade a gift of theproperty tohis sister Joanna Hall, Nathaniel's

wife. 1 n1819 Hall had nmoved from his house i n Medford Square tothefarm t hwhich, i n
1831, his grandson, Francis Parkman was sent to'-recover froman illness. During his four
years in Medford, Parkman attended John Angler's school which Parkman thought t obe of
"high but undeserved reputation." | t seens possible that theenthusiasm of Parkman's father
for thework of Alexander Jackson Davis may have influencedAngler's later choice of Davis
as thearchitect for his hone at 129 High Street, Medford. Both thehistorian Parknan and
his several biographers place great inmportance on his "exploration" of the M ddlesex

Fells as a major influence on Parkman's writing and point of view.

In themd-nineteenth century t he house was owned by Peter C Hall, whose heirs |eased
the property toa pig farmer. Offended by this use of t heproperty, Sanuel Law ence pur-,
chased t hefarm by 1889 and incorporatedi tinto his neighboring estate. Lawence, Med- \
ford's nost promnent citizen of theperiod, gave t heuse of thehouse t ohis property |
manager and kept t hegrounds open t ot hepublic on Sundays. Believing that he was better
able toprovide for thepreservationof his more than two hundred acres of the Fells,

Law ence did not |eave t heproperty totheMddlesex Fells Reservation on his death, re-
sulting i nitssubdivisioni nthe 1920's. During thedevel opment of theland, the house
was used as a real estate office, until an offer t opurchase was nmade around 1927 by t he
father of t hepresent owner.

Both thelack of clear: reference points on theearly deeds and t henany changes that have
been made t ot hehouse nake i tdifficult todetermne thestructure's history. Surveyed
by HABS andattributed a constructiondate of "pre-1785," t hebul k of t hehouse's

front sectionand rear ell seemclearly eighteenth century. | ti spossiblethat therear
ell may contain thehouse which stood on t heproperty around 1720 or it nay be a house
constructed by John Albree prior to1785. |t seens likely that thefront sectionof the

house was constructed i nthelast half of theeighteenth century, while theextension of

the east wall of thefront section probably occurred under thejoint ownership of John

and Samuel Al bree or of Nathaniel Hall. OfMedford' s |less than twenty pre-1800 buildings, ¢
the Albree-Hall-Lawence House i sclearly o*e of thebest preserved exanples of its period.
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1 April 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Chief, Registration
National Register
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Sec't el

6”\y0<9

Encl osed please find four nom nationfornms forthe followi ng properties:

Medf ord: George P. Fernald House

1

2. Medford: Albree-Hall-Lawr ence House
3. Randol ph:  Jonat han Bel cher House

4. Worcester: Timthy Paine House

These properties have been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historica
Conmi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic

Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
PLW| dd

encl osures
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