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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known) PHY"rc AL APPEARANCE

"Fe Col.John Ashley House, built i n1735, faces west on 4.9 acres of farm and
ln arural area of Sheffield. Wen t hehouse was bhuilt. Town Street wast he
najor road i nSheffield. | n 1803 Town Street was bypassed by a larger road
md t heAshley House found itself situated on a back way. | n 1930 t he house
was noved 3/10 of amle onthesane property toavoid a chaotic clutter of
outbuildings which had grown up around it. The rmove was carefully supervised
.nd t hehouse was placed facing thesane direction i nitsnew location. Only
«.he center chimey and t he 2h story rear el | (1745) were replaced (with exact
replicas) .

\Jith t heexception of thetworestorations cited above, thehouse i s nearly
..dentical toitsoriginal 1735 appearance. |t i sa 2h story center chimey
structure, two roons deep and two wide. A 2h story ridge roof el | projects
'rom therear center of thehouse. Both el | and main house ar e clapboarded;
«he latter is believed toshowitsoriginal siding. Wndows are 6/6 sash with
| simple moul ded lintels and plain surrounds. The center entrance retains its

original 6-panel door and hardware. |ts high style pedinmented doorway has a
ilide entablature with broken moulding and fluted Doric pilasters. The interioir
c.emains intact. |Its nost notable feature i sthe2nd floor study. This room

.5 elaborately panelled with a boxed and coffered crossbeam wide cornice
rieze and broken moul di ng, concave shell-carved cupboard, and stop-fluted
jbilasters. T0
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Phis 1735 structure i ssignificant as t hehone of Col.John Ashley and as a
wel | -preserved exanple of a high-style md-18th c. Connecticut River Valley
house.

Born i nWestfield, Mass. i n1709, John Ashley played a very important rolei n
the devel opment of both Sheffield and Massachusetts. | nSheffield, Ashley
served i nvarious capacities as surveyor, merchant, |awyer, judge, mill and
marbl e quarry owner, and builder or thefirst iron works in Berkshire County.
Ashl ey was also a nenber of the General Court of Massachusetts. Duringthe
French and Indian Vér (1754-1763) Ashley served as Col onel of t he South
Berkshire Reginent of t heMassachusetts Militia. |1 n1754, Ashley rode to the
relief of Stockbridge and Pittsfield and later, i n1757, totheaid of Fort
Wlliam Henry. By 1776, he was unfit for canpaigning, but he served ont he
Committee of Correspondence and used his resources t oconvert theGreat Care
Bed i nSalisbury t othemanufacture of cannon.

The Col.John Ashley House contains woodwork i ntheentrance door and study-
which was t he product of sophisticated master craftsmen. The house alsocon®
tains siding, floorboards,and panelling which were anong thefirst sawedout
D/ thefirst water-powered sawm || i nBerkshire County. The saw had been
irawn by oxen 40 mles fromWestfield, home of Col.Ashley's father.

in
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As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it hasbeen
eevaluated according totheciteria andprocedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. Therecommended
level of significance of this nominationis:
National J Sate 3 Local \2S

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Decenber 6, 1974 f
r

National Register ,FED FLAGH
National Park Service mmmmmmmn—n
18th and C Streets NV
Washington DC 20240

096892
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED NMAI L

Dear Charles: -
Encl osed are three National Register siibmssions forthe following properties:

1. Sheffield, Col.John Ashley House, Berkshire County . ;
2. Wlliamstown, Robinson House, Berkshire County "
3. Frami ngham Fram ngham Railroad Station, M ddl esex County

These have been declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts Historical
Commi ssion, the State Review Board, andhave been signed by Elizabeth R Aradon
as State Historic Preservation Officer designee.

Please | et us know i f any other information i s needed.
Sincerely,

§ 11—<

Elizabeth R Anadon
Executive Director
Massachuetts Historical Comm ssion

NOTE: The above buildingswill be applying forfunds i nFY76. Thus we woul d
appreciate early consideration of thesebuildings.
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