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\ 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( l l k n o w n ) P H Y ^ r c A L A P P E A R A N C E 

'Phe Col.John Ashley House, b u i l t i n 1735, faces west on 4.9 acres of farmland 
Ln a r u r a l area of Sheffield. When the house was b u i l t . Town Street was the 
najor road i n Sheffield. I n 1803 Town Street was bypassed by a larger road 
md the Ashley House found i t s e l f situated on a back way. I n 1930 the house 
was moved 3/10 of a mile on the same property to avoid a chaotic c l u t t e r of 
outbuildings which had grown up around i t . The move was ca r e f u l l y supervised 
.md the house was placed facing the same direc t i o n i n i t s new location. Only 
•:he center chimney and the 2h story rear e l l (1745) were replaced (with exact 
:replicas) . 

\Jith the exception of the two restorations c i t e d above, the house i s nearly 
:.dentical to i t s o r i g i n a l 1735 appearance. I t i s a 2h story center chimney 
structure, two rooms deep and two wide. A 2h story ridge roof e l l projects 
:'rom the rear center of the house. Both e l l and main house are clapboarded; 
•;he l a t t e r i s believed to show i t s o r i g i n a l siding. Windows are 6/6 sash with 
I simple moulded l i n t e l s and plain surrounds. The center entrance retains i t s 
o r i g i n a l 6-panel door and hardware. I t s high style pedimented doorway has a 
i/ide entablature with broken moulding and f l u t e d Doric p i l a s t e r s . The interioir 
::emains i n t a c t . I t s most notable feature i s the 2nd f l o o r study. This room 
:.s elaborately panelled with a boxed and coffered crossbeam, wide cornice 
rieze and broken moulding, concave shell-carved cupboard, and stop-fluted 

jbilasters. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i a n | • 16th Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Century 

B 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• ^Oth Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1735 
A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E fChec f t One or More as A p p r o p r f a f e ; 

Abor i g i n o l 

I \ P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

IX] A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

3 r i Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

g 3 M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

( 3 P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

[ I Socio l / H u m a n -

i t o r i a n 

• Thea te r ' 

[ I T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

1 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

u 
z> 

»-

(/> 

Z 

lU 

UJ 

1/1 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Phis 1735 structure i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of Col.John Ashley and as a 
well-preserved example of a high-style mid-l8th c. Connecticut River Valley 
house. 

Born i n Westfield,Mass. i n 1709, John Ashley played a very important role i n 
the development of both Sheffield and Massachusetts. I n Sheffield, Ashley 
served i n various capacities as surveyor, merchant, lawyer, judge, m i l l and 
marble quarry owner, and builder or the f i r s t iron works i n Berkshire County. 
Ashley was also a member of the General Court of Massachusetts. During the 
French and Indian War (1754-1763) Ashley served as Colonel of the South 
Berkshire Regiment of the Massachusetts M i l i t i a . I n 1754, Ashley rode to the 
r e l i e f of Stockbridge and P i t t s f i e l d and l a t e r , i n 1757, to the aid of Fort 
William Henry. By 1776, he was u n f i t for campaigning, but he served on the 
Committee of Correspondence and used his resources to convert the Great Oare 
Bed i n Salisbury to the manufacture of cannon. 

The Col.John Ashley House contains woodwork i n the entrance door and study-
which was the product of sophisticated master craftsmen. The house also con^ 
tains siding, floorboards,and panelling which were among the f i r s t sawed out 
Dy the f i r s t water-powered sawmill i n Berkshire County. The saw had been 
irawn by oxen 40 miles from Westfield, home of Col.Ashley's father. 
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December 6,1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets NW 
Washington D.C. 20240 

f r 

RED FLAGHF 
'mmmmmmmmmmmt 

096892 
CERTIFIED MAIL Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: -

Enclosed are three National Register siibmissions for the following properties: 

1. Sheffield, CoI.John Ashley House, Berkshire County . ; 
2. Williamstown, Robinson House, Berkshire County " 
3. Framingham, Framingham Railroad Station, Middlesex County 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Elizabeth R.Amadon 
as State Historic Preservation Officer designee. 

Please l e t us know i f any other information i s needed. 

Sincerely, 

r 

Elizabeth R.Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachuetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

11———< 

NOTE: The above buildings w i l l be applying for funds i n FY76. Thus we would 
appreciate early consideration of these buildings. 
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