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1. Name of Property 

historic name Trinity Episcopal Church 

other names/site number Trinity Church 

2. Location 

street & number 131 West Emerson Street N/A not for publication 

city or town Melrose N/A vicinity 

state IVIassachusetts code MA . county Middlesex code 017 zip code 02176 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presentation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that thi^g^nomination 
• request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
pfoeets • does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide ^AQcally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) • 

lature of certifying official/Title Jud i th -B. ^ (igtature of certifying officiai/Titie Judith-6. McDonough, Executive Director 
lapsachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property n meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

tional Park Service Certification 
I, hei^by certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

D detennined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

[ Action Entered In tfi§'®°'' . , ^  
national Register. S ZTJ ^^'p 



Trinity Episcopal Church 
' jame of Property 

Middlesex County. MA 
County and State 

>. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

X building(s) 
_ district . 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

1 0 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION: church; church school 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION: church; church school 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

LATE VICTORIAN: Shingle Style 
LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: English 

Revival 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone. Concrete 

walls Granite, Wood Shingle. Stucco 

roof Slate, Asphalt, Rubber 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.] 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Trinity Episcopal Church is located 7 miles north of Boston in the city of Melrose, 
Massachusetts. Set on the northeastern comer of West Emerson and Tremont Streets on a 
level lot of less than one acre (.865 acre), the church is set back approximately 40 feet from 
West Emerson Street and 190 feet from Tremont Street. On the westerly side, there is a 
paved parking lot which separates the church from Tremont Street. Landscape features are 
limited to several large pine and ash trees, as well as some mature shrubbery located around 
the entrance. 

The area in which Trinity Church is located contains a mix of residential and commercial 
buildings dating from the mid-19th to the early 20th century. Specifically, to the east and 
north are residential properties while across West Emerson and Tremont Streets, to the south 
and west, are residential and conmiercial properties. To the east, at 63 West Emerson Street, 
is the 1904 Melrose Public Library. The Neoclassical-style Melrose Public Library was listed 
individually in the National Register of Historic Places in 1988. 

Located about 600 feet to the north of the church is Ell Pond, which covers approximately 30 
acres. The site of the church property is about ten feet above the pond level. 

Although technically considered one building, the church is comprised of the 1886 church, an 
attached 1936 parish house, and a large 1956 addition to the parish house. Constructed in 
1886, in the English Revival style. Trinity Church was designed by noted architect Charles 
Brigham, of the Boston architectural firm of Sturgis & Brigham. The builders for the church 
were Miller & Ladd, also of Boston. 

The church building is a high single story with a full basement and a bell tower rising to a 
height of three stories. The parish house consists of a basement and first floor; the addition 
also includes a basement and single floor. 

The church rises from a stone foundation to a steeply pitched, slate-covered gable roof. Wall 
material for the church consist of a mixture of pink, black, and gray granite from a Gloucester 
quarry. Window trim and surrounds are a dark green granite quarried from Lynnfield. 

The south elevation, or main facade, of the church features an arched projecting gabled 
entrance portico. Set on raised granite walls projecting from the building are small 
colonnades of turned columns supporting the gabled entrance portico. The gable features an 
intricate design, which also can be found in the other gables of the church. To the east of the 

(continued) 









Trinity Episcopal Church 
rie of Property 

f^liddlesex County, MA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all tfie boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

X A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

RELIGION 

Period of Significance 

1886 - 1945 

Significant Dates 

1937 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

BRIGHAM. CHARLES (church) 

SMITH. WILLIAM (parish house) 
COLLENS, WILLIS, & BECHONERT (1956 addition) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

or more continuation sheets.) 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
X Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Melrose Public Library 



Trinity Episcopal Church 
Name of Property 

Middlesex County, MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre (.665 acre) 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

329860 
Easting 

Easting 

4702640 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone 
3. 
Easting 

Zone Easting 

See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Robert W. Graham, Melrose Historical Commission, and Douglas J. Kelleher, Preservation Planner, MHC 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date April 1995 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town Boston state MA 

telephone (617) 727-8470  

zip code 02125 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

lUlaps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs " ' 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Trinity Episcopal Church 

street & number 131 West Emerson Street 

city or town Melrose 

telephone 

state MA zip code 02176 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Trinity Episcopal Church 

Melrose, (Middlesex County) 
Section number 8 Page 1 Massachusetts 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Trinity Episcopal Church meets National Register Criterion A for its social history and 
associations with the development of the city of Melrose, and Criterion C as a complex which 
includes a well-preserved late 19th century English Revival style church and an attached 
Shingle Style parish house. The Trinity Episcopal Church is of local significance. The 
period of significance is from 1886, when the comerstone was laid, until 1945, to reflect the 
significant role the church continues to play within the community. 

The first settlement within present city boundaries occurred as early as 1650 when Melrose 
was part of Maiden, an adjacent city. Despite this early settlement date, there was only 
sparse activity until the early 1800s. The primary transportation and development route was 
on a north-south axis along what continues to be Main Street. In the early 1800s, the 
agricultural economy was supplemented by shoemaking, which became the only significant 
industry for Melrose with the 1883-1884 construction of the Boston Rubber Shoe Company. 
With the arrival of the railroad in 1845, came a wave of suburban residential development. 
The town was incorporated in 1850. By 1899, when Melrose became a city, it had become a 
substantial northern residential suburb of Boston. Melrose continues to be a suburban city 
with many of its residents commuting either by car or by train to Boston. 

Following the incorporation as a town in 1850, Melrose grew rapidly from a population of 
nearly 4,000 by 1875 to over 14,000 by 1905. With the exception of the Boston Rubber Shoe 
Company, Melrose saw little industry and the commercial and civic center remained on Main 
Street. 

Located west of Main Street, the church is set on the comer of West Emerson and Tremont 
Streets near the railroad station. West Emerson Street is a main thoroughfare between Main 
Street (the old Reading Road), the railroad station, and the old Stone Road. Most of the 
houses on the street were constructed during the late 1800s and reflect a variety of Victorian 
styles. 

The growth of the steam railroad system locally and statewide led to new housing 
developments in many areas in the 1880s. Thus, existing parishes were growing along with 
the growth in population, and new parishes were being established in many areas. The 
members and clergy of Trinity Church played a prominent part in the establishment of 
Episcopal parishes in surrounding areas, particularly Maiden, Wakefield, and Saugus. 

(continued) 
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United Statee Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Trinity Episcopal Church 

Melrose, (Middlesex County) 
Section number 8 Page 3 Massachusetts 

Charles Brigham (d. 1925), was a noted Boston architect in the late 19th and early 20th 
century. In partnership with John Sturgis (Sturgis & Brigham), Brigham was active in 
designing a number of public buildings in Boston and elsewhere. Trinity Church is the only 
known local example of Charles Brigham's work. Examples of his work include the 
Fairhaven Public Library of 1893 (NR 1986), Fairhaven Town Hall of 1894 (NR 1981) and 
the Fairhaven High School of 1905 (NR 1981). In a later period (1905-1909), Brigham 
collaborated with the firm of Coveney & Bisbee in the plans for the Christian Science 
(Mother Church) in Boston. 

Constmction for the church started on July 31, 1886, and the cornerstone was laid on 
September 28, 1886. The church was dedicated by the Bishop of the Diocese on June 21, 
1887. The contractor for the construction of the building was Miller and Ladd, then at 166 
Devonshire Street, Boston. 

The timber frame Sunday School building which had been completed the previous year 
remained in place and continued in use. The new church was constructed on the site of the 
1860 church, and actually incorporated portions of the original foundation in the new 
building. 

Before the new building was constmcted, the old timber frame church was sold to the Benson 
Coal Company for $225 and moved about 300 feet to their coalyards on the west side of 
Tremont Street, where it was used for the storing of hay and later for horse stables. The old 
church was later destroyed by fire in 1938, but several of the designed tiles from the chancel 
floor were recovered after the fire and were embedded in the stucco covering of the south 
wall of the 1956 church addition. 

In 1911, a substantial addition to the Sunday School building was completed at a cost of 
$5,000, and at that time, the building (then referred to as the parish house) was joined to the 
church and a connecting door installed. On January 16, 1936, the parish house was 
completely destroyed by fire, which necessitated temporarily renting outside quarters for 
church school classes. With the fire insurance company recovery and financial help from 
several sources, a new large one-story parish house was constructed and was completed in 
January 1937. William H. Smith with a Boston architectural firm was the architect for the 
1936 parish house, and Malcolm Fillmore, the contractor (both were members of the parish). 

(continued) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Trinity Episcopal Church 

Melrose, (Middlesex County) 

Section number _ § _ Page _ L Massachusetts 

Due to continued growth of the church school, a large, new addition to the existing parish 
house was completed in January 1956. This addition encompassed ground floor and basement 
church school classrooms, administrative office, a church parlor, and a large Children's 
Chapel. The total cost of the 1956 addition totaled $140,000, and was paid for with money 
raised by the parish. Collens, Willis and Bechonert of Boston, Massachusetts, were the 
architects for the 1956 parish house addition, and Hollett Building Tmst of Wakefield, were 
the contractors. 

While Melrose experienced the constmction of many Shingle Style residences at the turn of 
the century, few residences or institutional buildings were constmcted in the English Revival 
style; thereby, further supporting the buildings architectural significance as a unique 
architectural style in the city. 

(end) 
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C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Trinity Episcopal Church 

Melrose, (Middlesex County) 
Section number 9̂  lO Page ^ T Massachusetts 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Melrose Historical Commission, with Gretchen Schuler, editor, "Melrose Public Library 
National Register nomination", Boston, MA 1988. 

Goss, Elbridge H., The History of Melrose, City of Melrose, 1902. 

Kemp, Edwin C, Melrose, Massachusetts 1900-1950, Fiftieth Anniversary Committee, 
Melrose, MA, MA 1950. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, "MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report; Melrose", 
Boston, MA 1981. 

Williams, Arnold W., A History of Trinity Episcopal Church, Melrose, MA 1982. 

Withey, Henry F. & Elsie R., Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased), 
Hennessey & Ingalls, Inc., Los Angles, CA 1970. 

(end) 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

See attached Melrose assessor's maps C-9 and B-9. 

Verbal Boundary Justification: 

The property as nominated includes all the land historically associated with Trinity Episcopal 
Church, as achieved during the period of significance. 

(end) 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the 

Massachusetts Historical Comr 

April 24, 1995 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 131 West Emerson Street, Melrose (Middlesex County), 
Massachusetts 02176. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board 
consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Trinity Episcopal Church 
Mayor Richard Lyons, City of Melrose 
Ruth Conti, Chairperson, Melrose Historical Commission 
Robert Graham, Melrose Historical Commission 
Dennis Kewy, Melrose Public Library 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 • (6X7) 727-8470 
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 


