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SCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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CESCR BETHE PRESENT AND R G NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

First lighthouse built and illuminated i n1798. Present tower dates
from 1821. Dwellings originally built i nl1878, improved i n 1958.

Bakers |Island Light Station: . '

Mai nkeeper's dwelling, built i nl1l878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28' with
wor kshop.

Assistant keeper's dwelling, built i n1878, 2 story woodframe, 31' X28'.
Fog signal building, built i n1907, 1 story, brick with hi proof, 18" X31.

Light tower built tfi 1821, stone and concrete, painted white, 59" high,
13'4" diameter, conical. 111' focal plane above high water.

Present lens i s 190MM rotating beacon with si xsides, alternatingred
and white bulls eye panes, 17864 candl epower on white, 6074 candl epower
on red, 16 miles range on white, 13 mles range on red. Previously the
tower had a fourth order rotating lens, white and red.

The existing sound signal i san ELG 500/02 with a range of 1 mile,
previous signal was a Leslie Supertyphon 255/02.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
-PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
_1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION —LAW
-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
-1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION —MILITARY
-1700-1799 ART " -ENGINEERING —MusIC
-1800-1899 —COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY
.1900- COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

-INVENTION
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A large group of Salem nen erected a daytime marker on Bakers 1Island

July 28, 1791. Bakers

Keeper Chapnon illumtiated the light for the first tine on January 3, 1798
The keeper's home wrasin the sane building

Island Light

which were at each end of the structure.

In thewar of 1812, Keeper
Frigate Constitution being

the Endymi on. Perkins

Joseph Perkins of the lighthouse
chased by twobritish warships,
rowed outt o LD I RONSIDES andpiloted theship

to safety inside Salem Harbor.

In these days of radio communications,
catastrophe buti nl1817,

t he outage of a Iight
one of t helights at Bakers Island was ordered

was authorized by Congress i n 1796.

as the two |ighthouse towers

extinguished by t he government and a great ship, the UNION, crashed on

the rocks at Bakers Island followed shortly thereafter by another wunfor-
tunate vessel. Notwithstanding those crashes, t he government did not
restore t hesecond light until 1820. The above illustrates how important

the beacons andlights

In 1916, a new and brighter beacon was placed on the higher tower V7itht he
N

appropriate notice t omariners.

[t would not be appropriate nott omention t hethirteenth
service at Bakers Island, ARTHUR PAYNE, who

of theregular lighthouse
started hisduties i nJuly 1918 andretired i nApril 1944.

The |ight has been automated and i sunattended but protects many

from t herocks at Bakers |[|sland. | ti sconsidered a scenic

Sal em Harbor.

e ;. o' o A

AN oo V-

and | ast

were andaret ot hecommerce of our nation.

vessels

view i nouter

A>T

detected t he
t heTenedos and

i snot a major

keeper
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Fanous New England Lighthouses by Edward Rowe Snow
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT H —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED A . . ' JiORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS < ALTERED _MOVED DATE_
AFAIR ' —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

First lighthouse built andilluminated i n1798. Present tower dates
from 1821. Dwellings originally built i n 1878, improved i n1958.

Bakers Island Light Station:

Mai nkeeper's dwelling, built i n1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28' with
wor kshop.

Assistant keeper's dwelling, built i n1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28'.
Fog signal building, built i n1907, 1 story, brick with hiproof, 18'X31

Light tower built i n1821, stone andconcrete, painted white, 59" high,
13'4" diameter, conical. 111' focal plane above high water.

Present lens i s 190MMrotating beacon with si xsides, alternatingred
and white bulls eyepanes, 17864 candlepower onwhite, 2074 candl epower
on red, 16 mles range onwhite, 13 miles range onred. Previously the
tower hada fourth order rotating lens, white and red.

The existing sound signal i s an ELG500/02 with a range of 1 mile;
previous signal was a Leslie Supertyphon 255/02.

e . » o > M., Ui , 11



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

1500-1 599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE

— 1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION AMILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

-X1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC L. —THEATER

-X1 800-1899 JfcOMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY _KTRANSPORTATION

J(1900 —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECicvi
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES A> 20\, , VHSS BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A large group of Salem nmen erected a daytime marker on Bakers Island
July 28, 1791 Bakers Island Light was authorized by Congress i n 1796

Keeper Chapnon illuminated thelight forthefirst time on January 3, 1798
The keeper's honme was i n the same building as t htaw |ighthouse towers
which were at each endof thestructure.

In thewar of 1812, Keeper Joseph Perkins of thelighthouse detectedt he
Frigate Constitution being chased by twobritish warships, the Tenedos and
the Endymi on. Perkins rowed out t oD I RONSIDES andpiloted the ship

to safety inside Salem Harbor.

In these days of radio communications, theoutage of alight i snot a major
catastrophe but i n 1817, oneof thelights at Bakers Island was ordered
extinguished by the government anda great ship, theUNI ON, crashed on

the rocks at Bakers Island followed shortly thereafter by another wunfor-

tunate vessel. Notwithstanding those crashes, thegovernment did not
restore thesecond light until 1820. The above illustrates how important
the beacons andlights were andaret othe commerce of our nation.

In 1916, a newandbrighter beacon was placed on thehigher tower witht he
appropriate notice tomariners, presunably the lower tower was razed at this tine.

It would J3XD belnappropriate not t omention thethirteenth andlast keeper
of theregular lighthouse service at Bakers Island, ARTHUR PAYNE, who
started hi sduties i nJuly 1918andretired i nApril 1944.

The [ight has been automated and is unattended but protects pgny vessels
from therocks at Bakers Island. [t i sconsidered a scenic yjew iN outer
Sal em Har bor .
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Famobus New Engl and Lighthouses by Edward Rowe Snow
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D MAPREFERENCE

SOURCE .
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

May 14, 1976

Dr. WlliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Park Service

Department of thelnterior A > A
1100 L Street, N W -

Washington, D C 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In conpliance with Executive Order 11593, the Departnent of Transportation;
submits herewith t henomnation formwith supporting documents for the
Bakers Island Light Station, Salem Essex County, Massachusetts, for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places. f'

The designated Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer for the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 has signed and dated t he nomni na-
tion formattesting tothesignificance of the property.

Sincerely,

Robert F. Crecco

Secretary's Designee to the
Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

Encl osure
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STATE |1 A SSAQ | USETTS
Dat e Ent er ed NOV21 136

Nane Location

H\ds House
Berkshire Gotny

Heet | nghouss Qonnoa Di strict Lynnfield
Essex County

Bakera Island Light Statloa Salemvicinity
Essex County

Do Al so Notified

ton. Edward M- Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward W Brooke , . * KcB, Elizabeth R Asadon
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hon. Torbert H Mcdonal d Hi storical GoLnmsslon

294 \Wshi ngton Street

Hon, M chael J. Harrini;ton
Bost on, Haasachusetts 02103

M. Robert F. Crecco, DOr
M* Clarence Lea, U S. Coast Quard

INT: 2950-7S



LIGHTHOUSES  OF MASSACHUSEHS
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116

RO KEY

SKETCH MAP

RXTPERD By Mchael Flaherty

1st ast Quard District
QRGN ZAT ON
DNE 1975

N 2

See National Register File
Listed 11/ 21/ 76

HSTOR C NWNE  Bakers Island Light Station
TOM S em
LCDATI ON less than onemle of f coast
CONY. Essex GDE 009
COGESIOAN. OSIRCT:
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Registry of Deeds Essex County

32 Federal Street, Salem, MA 01970
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

See National Register nomination

LAT./LONG.

UM COORDINATE:19/353/4007/~710/200

USGS QUADRANGLE.BOSTON. MA; NH; CT; RI; ME
SCALE: 1:250.000"

ACREAGE: 11.5 acres

OWNER(S): United States

Coast Guard

unoccupi ed
STATUS:
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AME as it appears on federal register: 1(2)OTHER NAMES-. date of entry; [("county code"
Jaker's Island Light Station 11-21-76 009
("iOCATION street & number city / town AKinity of v/county (B)NPS REGION. .
of Salem on Baker's Island \/Salem NEssex North Atlantic
> OWNER DPRVATE DSTATE <MUNICIPAL DOOUNTY DMULTI DERAKegeny name), DADMINISTRATOR :
| EXISTING SURVEYS QHABS DHAER DNHI A"FUNDED? DYES gno |@CONGRESS. DISTRICT ("SOURCE of NOMINATION OSTATE OffiIERAL

if state who prepared form?
D LOCA GPRIVATE ORG6AHIZATIOM

("CONDITION « deteriorated Otiitered Btrhiginal site (Afeatures: ~SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 KOSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 «asUBSTANTIALY INTACT-3
« excellent « ruins  unaltered « moved 2 GNOT INTACT-O 2 a NOT INTACT-O g o NOT NTACT
. QQOd * unexposed e reconstructed eunknown NUNKNOWN-4 ['jaUNKNOWN-5 >QUNKNOWN-6
G«Eir * unexcavated « excavated SDNOT APPLICABLE-7 So NOT APPLICABLE - 9
ACCESS Hf*"S-Restricted « YES-Unrestricted « No Access DUnknown @ADAPTIVEUSE DYESE£]NO @ SAVED? DYES IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? « yesgno
@IAREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : « ENGINEERINGA1 o LANDSCAPE ARCH. « POLITICS/GOVT 21 « RECREATIONDS CLAIMS-, explain
* ARCHEOLOGY-prefjstoric2 " iwiWt"CE-6 « ENTERTANMENT26 + LAW-16 « REIGION-22 *SETTLEMEHT-29 first'
*  ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 ¢ COMMUNICATIONS- * BEXPLORATION -12 *  YJERATURE-? e SCENCE- 23 *URBAN PLANNNG3L ' O dest's
+ AGRICULTURE3 « CONSERVATIONS  « HEALTH27 “WiriLITARY- 18 +  SOCIALUHUMANITARIAN-24 « OTHER (SPECIFY)
+  ARCHITECTURE4 *ECONOMICS-9 +  INDUSTRY-13 « MUSIC- 19 *SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 eonly' -«
« ART5 «  EOUCATION-10 «  INVENTION-14 +  PHILOSOPHY-20 RANSPORTATION-25
~functions rdates dfinitial construcion: / jpAnN /1 Q%A ,'ETAHS'\é'gCIAGT'IQOO,\LIJP
WHEN HSTORCALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations: JQ'~SL, « e«
COURRENILY: <e historic events:
~architectural style(s): ~architect: Amaster builder: engineer:
~landscape architect/ garden designer: interior decorator: AN artist: kartisan: “builder/contractor:

8 NAMES giverole & date

PERSONAL:
EVENTS:
INSTITUTIONAL:
IONAL  REGISTER WRIJEAUPA
Conical light tower, brrrir in tft?!/)stone and concrete, 59" high, in diameter; Hi ' lucai pt-an*Fatrove wae<

original 4th order-red- and white rotating lens replaced by 6 stilml Lxd and white rotating beacon with bulls eye
-panes;--sound signal with range of 1 mile;”associated/”aiftkeeper's house,and assistant keeper's house, 2-story
frama, 1878; "Eog signal building, (J.-story~Tjric® ~"Aj  Automated 1"V I:liiiiiidingr liinn -  1ia- 1958.

. n /

QK] XX 0JO (_AXLIW a™uyuxch N
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S™HT* NUMBER n
oHA
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FEATURES: INTERIOR XTER (R INVIPONS
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—.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
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