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The AbBott Memorial Library in Dexter, Maine, designed by J. William Beal 
of Boston and built in 1894, is a well^-executed example of the Renaissance Re~ 
vival style. The building is one story tall and of brick construction with hipped 
roof (covered with slates), two internal brick chimneys mounted on the hips, and 
a granite foundation.

The north and south, ends of the building are two bays wide, while an unob­ 
trusive modern addition is attached to the rear (east side) of the library. Below 
each bay at ground level is a small rectangular window which provides light to the 
basement.

The facade, which- £aces west, is five bays wide. Here as elsewhere on the 
library the windows are framed in granite and are capped with entablatured lintels. 
Penestration is one~over-two. The facade f s central bay is the focus of the lib­ 
rary's exterior and contains the entrance. This bay projects from the facade wall 
and is surmounted By a triangular denticulated pediment. Within this pediment are 
floral reliefs which, flank a medallion. The entrance, which is covered with a semi­ 
circular arch supported By attached Ionic columns, is flanked By decorative wreaths 
in relief.

The cornice on all sides is denticulated and covers a granite frieze which is 
carved with swags and the inscribed names of eminent authors (Dante, Cervantes, 
Goethe, AuerBacH, Shakespeare, Milton, LaFontaine, Hugo). Over the entrance the 
frieze is inscribed with, the words "ABBOT MEMORIAL LIBRARY". All of the frieze 
inscriptions are carved in Roman eplgraphic style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This remarkably fine example of Renaissance Revival architecture is particularly 
notable in view of its location in a small rather remote industrial town in Maine.

Money for both the purchase of the land and the erection of the building was 
provided by George Amos Abbott, a leading figure in Dexter and owner of Amos Abbott 
and Co., a woolen mill founded by his father. The claim is made that this mill was 
the first of its kind in Maine.

Abbott contributed $5,000 toward the purchase of the land and $27,000 for the 
building which he deeded to the town for $1. on Christmas Day, 1894. The generous 
gift was unanimously accepted by the community the following day.

Of passing interest is the fact that the only other building in Maine with a 
similar Renaissance open loggia Is the Walker Art Gallery at Bowdoin College designed 
two years earlier by Standford White. It is tempting to think that J, William Beal, 
architect of the Abfrott Library may have been influenced by White.
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