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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Newell Field Station occupies 360 acres of semi-arid lands in an area just
north of the Black Hills and a mile and a half northeast of the city of Newell. It
consists of nine structures that were used for either residences or agricultural
buildings. Most of the structures have been unoccupied since 1973 when the United
States Department of Agriculture closed the station. Since then only a caretaker has
Tived at the site. Therefore, the major change of the property is through neglect.

A few of the major structures show signs of deterioration, and native grasses and
weeds have reclaimed the once attractive farm yard.

Most of the buildings are one to one and one-half story tall with gable roofs
and clapboard siding; however, other materials like asbestos shingles and stucco
appear on individual structures. The latter covers an adobe walled house. The build-
ings are simple in design, lack ornamentation, and all but one are painted white.
Upon entering the premises, there is a feeling of uniformity and that the station
gradually grew to its present size.

The area nominated consists of the seven houses that surround the parade ground
and the firehouse and the barn or shop building. Individual descriptions of the
buildings are as follows:

Building 1: This is the main office built in 1924; it has an L shape gable roof and
clapboard facing.

Building 2: The agronomist's cottage built in 1931 is a one and one-half story house
with a gable roof and a‘screened porch.

Building 3: This is the superintendent's cottage, built in 1917 with a gable roof,
, shed dormer and a screened porch.

Building 5: The teamster cottage, built in 1938, is a one story building with asbestos
shingles for facing, an enclosed entry and a gable roof.

Building 6: This one story structure known as the adobe cottage was built in 1940. It
has a stucco facing that covers adobe brick walls. It has a gable roof
with the main entry at the central axis of the building's lengthwise side.

Building 7: This 1920 bunk house is one and one-half 'stories tall with a gable roof,
screened porch and shows damage from being struck by lightning.

Building 8: The herdsman cottage, built in 1909, is also a one and one-half story
dwelling with a gable roof and screened porch but it has an addition to
its left side.

Building 10: This 1926 barn-like structure was called the shop. It is two stories tall
with an English gambrel roof, clapboard facing, and corrals are to the
rear.

Building 11: The 1926 Firehouse has a gable roof, clapboard facing and a small vehicle
entry.
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South Dakota's most important business is agriculture; farms such as this one
near Newell have enhanced its development through various experimental projects con-

ducted there.

Not only is the Newell farm significant agriculturally but also scien-

tifically, as it relates to a systematic study of crops and livestock. For these
reasons, and the hope to encourage the recent buyers to maintain and restore the his-
toric appearance of the property, the site is submitted for nomination.

Although four of the nine buildings have construction dates newer than fifty years,

the site still warrants consideration.

mbqi.gf dryland farming and various other agricultural experiments.

the pry

constructed.

First, the site is significant in the develop-
Second, because

am was successful and important, the Agriculture Department had new buildings
Third, the structures are almost all similar in design to the older ones.

Fourth, like prosberous farms, field stations must grow and change with the development
of new trends in agriculture and the end result is new buildings.

The creation of this station began with the passage of the Reclamation Act of 1902
which helped establish the Belle Fourche Reclamation Project, one of the first of its

“type.

and in 1957 it became Newell Field Station.

Eventually, this led to the construction of the Belle Fourche Experiment Farm
at Newell.

In 1950 its name changed to Newell Irrigation and Dryland Field Station,

This experimental farm closed in 1973,

and a special education group purchased the area for the purpose of establishing a
vocational school.

One of the main purposes of the station was to find, through various methods and

techniques, better ways to farm in semi-arid plain regions.
not yet occurred but was desperately needed for parts of the country.

Study of this type had

Over the sixty-

six years of operations, agronomists conducted various experiments on many agricultural
Among the most important studies were shelter belts, various methods of
irrigation and tillage, climate, soil-crop adaptation, wind erosion, and fertilizer.
They also experimented with various crops such as flax, corn, alfalfa, wheat, and
Overall, the project helped immensely in a large variety of fields and

subjects.

Tivestock.
definitely is an important site for South Dakota agriculture.

to other farming areas that have a similar climate and soil.

It also is significant
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Longitude Latitude
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cgrtify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parjy Service.
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AMENDMENT TO NOMINATION: CHANGE OF GEOGRAPHICAL DATA [ACREAGE]

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: Belle Fourche Experiment Farm (Newell Field Station).
NRIS Reference No. 76001722,

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: It has recently come to the attention of the South
Dakota SHPO that the acreage of the Belle Fourche Experiment Farm was not
recorded accurately in the original nomination of that property. Given the
Verbal Boundary Description and after recalculating the longitude/latitude
readings of the original nomination, the acreage should be 25 acres.

All other items of the original nomination should remain unchanged.

11. FORM PREPARED BY:
John E. Rau, National Register Coordinator
South Dakota State Historical Preservation Center
P. 0. Box 417, Vermillion, SD, 57069
phone: 605-677-5314,

December 20, 1988.
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1566, as amended, ! hereby certify that this / X'/ nomination / / request

for determination of eligibility meets the ’‘ddcumentation standards for
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the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In

my opinion, the property /){/ meets / [ does not meet the National
ntinuation sheet.

Register criteri / / See co
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Signature of certifying official Date

Deputy SHPO

State or Federal agency or bureau
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