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1« Name of Property

historic name. Mar coni - RCA Wreless Receiving Station

Other names/site number.

2. Location

Add Coners Road and Ol eans Road

street & number. not for publication

city or town. Chatham N/3 vicinity

state VM @ssachusetts code ~ munty Barnstable code zipcode 07633

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this S nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[El meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

H nationally Ixl statewide O locally. ( » See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

adured oatifying d‘fidd/‘l’iﬂeJudf h B. McDonoughDate Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical @mnmission, State Historic Preservation Officer
ate of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property =« meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additionsil
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that the property is: Date of Action

H entered Inthe National Register.
« See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the
National Register
n See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National
Register.
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Mar coni - RCA W rel ess Receiving Station

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
[3 private * building(s)
* public-local a district
* public-State * site
* public-Federal — e structure
* oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is notpart of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC institutional housing
I NDUSTRY/ PROCESS NG EXTRACTT ON

comuni cations facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENIURY
AMER CAN MOBEMENTS  Bungal ow/ Cr af t sman;
No Style

Narrative Description

Barnstable County, MA
County ad Sate

Number of Resources withiin Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
10 1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in tlie National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: not inuse

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 2AAANAN

BRICK
walls WOCDY Shi ngl e
roof. ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Nare d Propaty

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

» D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

* B removed from its original location.

» C a hirthplace or grave.

» Da cemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

e Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. M/gjor Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Barnstable County,

Courty ad Stte

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
GOMMIN CATI N

Period of Significance
1914-1944

Significant Dates

1914. 1919, 1921

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
VWhite, Janes Gilbert

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
B State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

» Other State agency
» Federal agency
* Local government
» University
S Other
Name of repository:
M assachusetts Historical
Chatham Historical

MA

Commission

Commission



Mar coni - RCA Wrel ess Receiving Station Barnstable County, MA

Name of Property County ad Sate
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 11.33 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
311|9| 14]1|8|6/4|0] 14]|6]1,7]2 0, 0|
1 Zone Eadtp8|3|0|0| Norg*|7|1,6,0] Zone Easting Northing
11,9 | 4| 1| 8| 4| 8|0 4 11i 9] 14]1|SI6i5i0] 14]|6]1]|7]0,4, 0
B See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. For m Prepared By

Chat ham Hi st orical Conmission with Virginia Adans, Sr. Arch, Hist., PAL &
nane/title Any MFeeters-Krone. Arch. Hist., PAL and Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MC

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

organization date JAly 1994

street & number 8° Boylston Street telephone (~17) 727-8470

city or town state. MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Slcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative b\ack and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

P37g MCI International, Inc.
street & number 201 Centennial Avenue telephone (908) 885-2340
city or town Piscataway state NJ zipcode 08854

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), W  ington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Recealving Station (8o known eas RCA Wirdess Station) congsts of 15
buildings and Sructures erected in the early-to-mid 20th century on the southem edge of Ryder's Cove
in the Chathamport section of Chatham. The 11.33 acre property, on four parcds, goreeds westward
from the junction of Old Comers Road and Orleans Road (Route 28), with its eesern edge defined by
Ryder's Cove Road. The gently inclined hill on which the gation sts dopes northward down to
Ryder's Cove, a protected tidal cove off Plessant Bay. The property's landscape setting is open and
planted with mature trees, including copper beaches and pines, underlain by sandy soil. Thebuildings,
mostly low and condructed of red brick with little ornamentation, are arranged in abroad "V" pattern,
oriented to Old Comers and Orleans Roads  The residentid area which surrounds the gtation complex
is characterized by closdly =, shingled. Cgpe Cod style, private resdences built in the twentieth
century, which contrast with the open land areaand brick buildings of the station. The Ryder's Cove
Boatyard is located a the foot of Ryder's Cove Road dong the esstern edge of the Sation property.
The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station is composed of 13 contributing buildings and structures:
ten buildings (the Main Operations Building, the Powerhouse, the Garage, the Bachelors
QuartersHotd and six Single-Family Houses), all built in 1914; and three dructures (three antenna
towers), built in 1921. The small, concrete block Engine House'Shed building adjacent to the
Operations Building and the Sawage Filter Beds Sructures, all congructed in the 1950s, are
noncontributing eements to the complex. The Main Operations Building is the only building currently
in ue The three ded antennatowers are d<o currently in use

The buildings & the Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station ae smple in style with few
architectural embdlishments. With the exception of the two-story Bachelors Quarters/Hotd, the
buildings are one-gory in height. The Main Operations Building, the Powerhouse and the Garage are
al functional, gable roofed, brick buildingswith minimal decoration. The brick Bachelors
Quarters/Hotel with brick patterning along the porch rail and cast details, exhibits the mog detailing of
any of the buildings a the station, yet is still very plain. The sx Single-Family Houses are smilar
low, goreading bungadows The two resdences mog prominently sted overlooking Orleans Road ae
congructed of brick, and ae identical. The remaining four reddences sted dong both ddes of Old
Comers Road, are identical, shingled, wood-frame buildings with brick foundations. The resdences all
exhibit characterigtics of the Craftsman Bungadow style, which was very popular in the first quarter of
the twentieth century. The style, used moglly for resdentia architecture, is characterized by a broad
gabled roof, one gory, and alow profile. The housss located a the Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving
Station exhibit these and other Craftsman qualities, such as integra porches and shed dormers. The
three ged receiving Antenna Towers and wood poles carry rhombic antennee (wires aranged ina
rhombic formation) and connect them to the gtation. The ded towers (erected 1921) replaced the Sx
origina mag antennatowers. Five of the original towers were dismantled in 1921 and moved to
Tuckertown and New Brunswick, New Jarsey, where they were used a the Wil and WSC dations.
The lagt of the magt antenna towers was dismantled in 1956.

' (continued)
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All of the buildings and sructures ae in very good condition and retain historic integrity and
gopearance both individually and as a group. The entire station was built in a Sngle campagnin
1914, and since that time no new buildingsof any note or Sze have been added. The current owner,
MCI Teecommunications Corporation, renovated the buildingsin 1988; the work gppearsto condst
primarily of new wood shesthing and dormer windows on the frame houses, as well as new roofs on
some buildings. The upgrading of sysdems and some interior refurbishment may aso have occurred.
At present they are unoccupied, dthough the Main Operations Building is overseen by a skdeton
maintenance staff.

The land area of the gtation is somewhat amdler than it was originaly, due to donations of land to the
Chatham Conservation Foundation, Inc., after the large antennae were dismantled (sse Sections 8 ad
10). Ore ancillary building and severd dructures have been removed: a Sx-car garage building
(located on the northeest dde of Orleans Road); the sx origina antenna towers, a dance pavilion
(location not known); the tennis courts (located on the northeest 9de of Orleans Road north of the
Powerhouse); and a swimming float on Ryder's Cove. Despite these minor dterations, the dation is
virtually as it was when it was congructed.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

The Main Operations Building. 847 Orleens Road, is a Smple, ssven-by-three bay, one-gory, brick
building st back from Orleans Road. Its longer devations face northeest and southwest, with itsmain
facade facing northeast. The building rises from a concrete basament to a gabled asphdt roof which
replaced earlier tile or date sheathing. The comice is of wood with duminum gutters. The windows
ae six-over-sx, double-hung wood sash with cag concrete sills and no lintels. The windowseare
surmounted by three-light transoms, most of which have been blocked. Both gable ends have two six-
light windowsin the attic story. The main entrance is in sscond bay from the north end of the eest

N dde It hes concrete seps and a small projecting vestibule that gppear to have been added inthe
1940s or 1950s A small, shed-roofed, wood-frame, shingled addition was built on the north end of
the building during World War 11 and contained an gpatment for the officer of the day. A narrow
lawn with small foundation plantings runs aong the eest 9de, and a small, noncontributing concrete
block ghed dating to the 1950s sands the west of the building. The interior of the building contains a
large centra operations room with samdler rooms a each end used as manager's office, shop, control
room, supply room, and lavoratory. The arangement of equipment and of the interior goeoes hes
occurred over time as technology hes changed. The Main Operations Building sarved as the center of
wirdess receiving operations for the gation until its automation. Today, adthough the operators ae
located on the west coadt, dgnds are till received and tranamitted through a computer hookup
connected to equipment located in this building. The Main Operations Building is in good condition
and retains much of itsorigina integrity. Throughout its history, the Main Operations Building hes
undergone numerous aterations to accommodate equipment and operationa nNeads due to changes in
communicetions technology .

(continued)
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The Powerhouse, 784 Orleans Road, is a Smple, one-gtory, brick building, four-by-eight baysin
dimension, with a gabled roof. The gable ends face northwest and southeest. The building dands

J doseto Orleans Road a the intersection with Ryder's Cove Road. Resting on a concrete pad
foundation, the red brick building hes a low pitched, agphdt shingle roof, which & one time was date.
The soffitsare succoed and have copper gutters and flashing. The southwestemn eevation hes two
loading doors, one pedestrian door and four six-over-six, double-hung wood saeh windows aranged
asymmetrically. The windows have concrete sills and dretcher lintels. The wood, double-leaf loading
doors have sx lightseach, as doesthe pededtrian door. The northwest and southeedt gable end walls
each have four six-over-six double-hung sash, surmounted by a rectangular, raised brick panel. The
pand on the northwest eevation supports glass insulators which formerly held wires. The northeest
devation, from southeedt to northwest, hes one window, one loading door, two windows, one
pededtrian door, and two windows. A concrete platform extends from the southeest comer of the
northeest elevation in front of the loading door. One tall brick chimney risesfrom the eestern comer
of the roof. An exterior, semi-underground, concrete walled cod cdllar dts near the south corner of
the building. 1t connects to a 5,000 galon water tank under the southeest end of the building. The
interior is divided into four unequa sections by brick walls, which support sed purlinsand asngle
central tmss.  The function of the interior goeces (outheest to northwest) was: machine shop;
tranamitter room and furnace; engine room; and baitery room. The Powerhouse originally contained a
centrd deam heeting plant for the entire gtation, but this was dismantled before World War 1. No
equipment remains in the building; it hes been usad for dorage in recent yeers  Vines cover much of

fi, the exterior surface of the building, and a narrow lawn surrounds it.  The Powerhouse isin good
condition and retains its origina integrity.

The Garage, located north of the Powerhouse on Orleans Road, is a one-gtory brick building with an
- end gable roof facing northwest and southeast.  The four-by-one bay building hes bi-fold wood doors,
, - ' exh with eight lights over two vertical pands of diagond boards. The garage opening, in the
outheedt gable end, hes a heeder lintel, surmounted by a brick heeder pand with an old gooseneck
light fixture. The four bays on the eest and wes eevations are infilled with succo, with two windows

*t A on either elevation boarded over. The asphdt shingled roof hes exposad rafter ends under the eaves

There are three identical ded lattice Antenna Towers on the property. All sand 100 feet tall and are
composad of bolted, narrow ged angle girders, tapering as they rise. The towers, dong with asries
. of wood poles, carried the rhombic wire antennee used for receiving radio sgnads. One islocated
A behind the Garage and Powerhouse a 784 Orleens Road; one is located near the Operations Building
fc a 847 Orleans Road, and ore is located near the water a the end of Ryder's Cove Road.

The Bachelors Quarters/Hotdl. 831 Orleans Road, isan "L" plan brick building, with aridged,hipped
. . roof on thefive-by-threebay front section and a three-by-three bay rear ell under a gable roof. The
*  building faces northeast towards Orleans Road and is located in an open area with aflag pole to the
front and severd large trees nearby. It is the largest building a the wirdess station, and is the only

(continued)
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building thet is two gories in height. 1t Sts on a concrete foundation, with the bricks starting a
ground level. A one-gtory integral porch dretches aoross the entire northesstern, five-bay facade of the
building. The brick piers of the porch and the openwork brick rails have concrete cgps  Concrete
depsin the center bay aooess the porch and the entrance, which hes a single, wood panded door with
six-lights. The porch ceiling is succoed and the floor is concrete. The porch openings have
continuous brick lintelstopped with a course of heeders The windows are six-over-one, double-hung,
wood sseh with concrete sills and no lintels, some with two-over-two wood sorms.  The basement
level windows are 3/1 sash. On the second floor, a string course of dretcher bricks with cagt blocks
extends around the window heeds. The roof hes wide, overhanging eaves and agphdt shingles which
replaced earlier date shingles. The comice is sheathed in meta, and the original copper downspouts -
with trefoil brackets still exist. There are two large brick chimneys rise from the exterior wall: one
from the southwest comer of the building where the rear ell ataches and one from the north sde of
the rear ell. A shed dormer risesfrom the roof from behind the chimney and hes two Sx-over-one
windows. The wes facing gable end of the ell hes a centra entrance with a door with sx lights over
three horizontal pands. The interior of the building contains an open plan on the first floor of the
main block with aliving room, dining room, billiard room, and gair. The rear ell housed the kitchen,
pantry, laundry, and cook’'s room. The sscond floor conddgts of a central L-shaped halway lined on
both sdes with bedrooms and baths. Originally constmcted to house unmarried men employed by &
the wirdess gation, the building has mogt recently been used for dorage It retains a high degree of
integrity and isin very good condition.

589 Old Comers Road is a Smple, one-gtory brick bungaow with a concrete foundation. Itis
identical to 595 Old Comers Road, and nearly identicd in plan to the shingled houses & 563, 568, 576
and 579 Old Comers Road. This single family dwelling is six-by-three bays in dimenson with a
rectangular footprint. 1t hes a hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves with samooth soffits. An
integra two-by-one bay porch cuts into the eesem comer of the house and wrgps around the southesst
dde. The roof over the porch is supported by plain brick piers with flush concrete cgps The entrance
is located within this porch, and hes avertical panded door with 4 lightsin the upper half. Brick and
concrete geps provide access to the porch. The windows are 6/1, double-hung, wood saeh with plain
surrounds, heeder sills and no lintels. The low pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the four
roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with a single light replacement window. A single brick
chimney with a concrete cgp risesoff center from the asphdt shingle roof, which replaced an earlier
dae roof. The interior hes a succoed ceiling and a cement floor. The house is located in an open
aeawith severd large trees and afront lawn doping eesward down to Orleans Road. Itisin
excdlent condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

~+

595 Old Comers Road is a simple, one-story brick bungalow with a concrete foundation. Itis
identical to 539 Old Comers Road, and nearly identical in plan to the shingled housss a 563, 568, 576
and 579 Old Comers Road. This dngle family dwelling, located on the north sde of Old Comers

Road, is six-by-three bays in dimendon with arectangular footprint. 1t hes a hipped roof and wide

(continued)
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overhanging eaves with samooth soffits. Anintegral two-by-one bay porch cuts into the eestem comer
of the house and wrgps around the southeest Sde. The roof over the porch is supported by plain brick
piers with flush concrete cgps The entrance is located within this porch, and hes a vertical panded
door with 4 lightsin the upper half. Brick and concrete Sgps provide acoessto the porch. The
windows are 6/1, double-hung, wood saeh with plain surrounds, heeder sillsand no lintels. Thelow
pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the four roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with
a dangle light replacement window. A single brick chimney with a concrete cap risesoff center from
the asphdt shingle roof, which replaced an earlier date roof. The interior has a Succoed ceiling and a
cematt floor. Itislocaed in an open aeawith severd large trees and a front lawn doping eesweard
down to Orleans Road. It isin excdlent condition and retans a high degree of integrity.

563 Old Comears Road is a one-gory, wood-frame bungaow identical to its neighbors on Old Comers
Road, numbers 576, 579 and 568, and similar in form to the brick houses & 589 and 595 Old Comers
Road. This smple, single family dwelling, located on the north sde of Old Comers Road, issix-by-
three bays in dimension with a rectangular footprint. It rests on ared brick foundation and hes a
pyramidal hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves with amooth soffits. The walls ae shesthed in
new unpainted wood shingles. Anintegra two-by-one bay porch cuts into the southeest comer of the
house, and hes plain pods and new wood rails. The entrance is located within this porch, and hes a
panded door with 6 lightsin the upper half. The windows ae 6/1, double-hung, wood sseh with plain
aurrounds and aluminum storm windows. The low pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the
four roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with a gngle light replacement window. A sngle
brick chimney with a concrete cap risesoff center from the agphdt shingle roof, which replaced an
ealier date roof. A rail fence sgparaesthe property from the road, and an asphdt driveway leedsto
the house. The building is in excdlent condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

568 Old Comers Road is a one-gtory, wood-frame bungadow identical to its neighbors on Old Comers
Road, numbers 576, 579 and 563, and similar in form to the brick houses a 589 and 595 Old Comers
Road. This ample sngle family dwelling, located on the south sde of Old Comers Road, is six-by-
three bays in dimension with arectangular footprint. It retson ared brick foundation and hes a
pyramida hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves with anoath soffits. The walls ae shegthed in
new unpainted wood shingles. Anintegra two-by-one bay porch cuts into the northees comer of the
house, and has plain pogs and new wood rails. The entrance is located within this porch, and hes a
panded door with 6 lights in the upper half. The windows ae 6/1, double-hung, wood sseh with plain
surrounds and aluminum sorm windows. The low pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the
four roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with a gngle light replacement window. A sngle
brick chimney with a concrete cap risesoff center from the agphdt shingle roof, which replaced an
earlier dateroof. A dirt drive leads to the house, which is st in an open areawith some large trees
and bmsh nearby. The building isin very good condition and retains much of its integrity.

(continued)
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576 Old Comers Road is a one-gtory, wood-frame bungaow identica to its neighbors on Old Comers
Road, numbers 568, 579 and 563, and similar in form to the brick houses & 589 and 595 Old Coma's
Road. This smple, sngle family dwelling, located on the south sde of Old Comers Road, is six-by-
three bays in dimension with a rectangular footprint. It rets on ared brick foundation and hes a
pyramida hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves with amooth soffits. The walls are sheathed in
new unpainted wood shingles. An integra two-by-one bay porch cuts into the northwest comer of the
house, and has plain posts and new wood rails. The entrance is located within this porch, and hes a
panded door with 6 lights in the upper half. The windows ae 6/1, double-hung, wood sseh with plain
surrounds and aluminum storm windows. The low pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the
four roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with a single light replacement window. A single
brick chimney with a concrete cap risesoff center from the agphdt shingle roof, which replaced an

y\"' ealier dateroof. A dirt drive leedsto the building, st amid large trees The building is in very good
condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

'y & 579 Old Comers Road is a one-gtory, wood-frame bungadow identica to its neighbors on Old Comers

Road, numbers 576, 568 and 563, and similar in form to the brick houses a 589 and 595 Old Comers
Road. This smple, sngle family dwelling, located on the north sde of Old Comers Road, is Sx-by-
three bays in dimension with a rectangular footprint. It rests on ared brick foundation and hes a

v. pyramida hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves with anooth soffits. The walls are sheathed in

<t

new unpainted wood shingles. Anintegral two-by-one bay porch cuts into the southeest comer of the
house, and hes plain pogts and new wood rails. The entrance is located within this porch, and hes a
panded door with 6 lightsin the upper half. The windows are 6/1, double-hung, wood saeh with plain
surrounds and auminum storm windows. The low pitched roof supports one dormer on each of the
four roof dopes, two hipped and two shed, each with a gngle light replacement window. A dngle
brick chimney with a concrete cap risesoff center from the agphdt shingle roof, which replaced an
earlier date roof. A dirt drive leeds to the building, st among evergreen trees The houseis inveary
good condition and retains much of its integrity.

Archaeologica Description

A high potentia exists for the recovery of significant prehistoric resources within the boundaries of the
Marconi - RCA Wirdess Receiving Station. Twenty-one prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd
area (within one mile), athough only one documented site, the Ryders Cove Site (19-BN-590), is
located within the nominated property. Little information other than locationa data is available for the
Ryders Cove Road Site.

The physical characteristics of the property, including well-drained level to moderatdy doping terraces
in cdose proximity to fresh water wetlands and marine-rdlated ecosystem, d<o indicate favorable
locationa criteriafor Native American subgstence and settlement activities. Given the ebove
information, combined with the presence of documented archaeological resources, the potentia for

(continued)
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additional prehigtoric survivals on the property ishigh.

A low to moderate potential exists for significant historical archaeologicd remans on the property.
The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Recaiving Station is located within the boundaries of the "First Purchess"
begun in 1665 and conduded in 1672, by English sattler William Nickerson, a weaver, whose
desoendants used the land for various purposes until a least 1702, Further documentary research
combined with archaeologicd survey and testing on the property may produce presently unknown
evidence of this early land use or other historic land use which predates the Marconi-RCA operations.
Numerous archaeologicd survivas reating to the nomination's period of significance may survive
relating to the original Sx antennatowers, a garage, dance pavilion, and tennis courts, all of whichno
longer survive above ground.

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :°

The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Recelving Station complex retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling and associaion, and hes significance in the categories of
communications and architecture a the local, sate, and nationd levels. The dation complex condds
of thirteen contributing buildings and stmctures that are dlustered together a the southern edge of
Ryder's Cove and are the daments from which the station complex derives its significance. The
dation complex meats National Regiger Criterion A for its long, continuous and distinguished rolein
the higtory of wirdess communication, particularly in ship-to-shore communications. The dation was
the the busest commercial gation on the esst coad; it saved as a modd for the gations that
proliferated in the 1920s Furthermore, as a distinctive complex of early 20th century, mixed
industrial and residentiad buildings in the Craftsman Bungadow style, which retain a very high degree
of integrity, the gation aso meats National Regiger Criterion C. The period of significance extends
from the date of the station's constmction in 1914 through 1944, the cut-off date for the fifty year
limit under National Register of Historic Haoces guiddines.

Gugliddmo Marconi (1874-1937), the "Wizard of Wirdess," was an intemationa pioneer of wirdess
communication. As a youth growing up in Italy, Marconi was inspired by the scientists Heinrich
Hertz, William Thompson (Lord Kelvin), Thomas Edison, Nikola Teda, Sir Oliver Lodge and Edouard
Branley (Whatley 1987:6), all of whom experimented with radio waves but were unable to makelong
range trangmissons with their inventions. In 1895, & the age of twenty-one, Marconi discovered
"grounding,” the key dement which mede the difference between short range tranamisson and long
range transmission.  Using this new technology, he devdoped the wirdess tdegraph, for which he
eaned a Nobel Prize in 19009.

(continued)
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In 1901, Marconi built one of the earliest wirdess sations in the United States in South Wellflest,
Massechusdtts, for the purpose of establishing the first trans-Atlantic wirdess link. This semind, two-
way wirdess communication between the United States and Europe occurred on January  18th, 1903,
when Morse-encoded communiques from Presdent Theodore Roosevdt and King Edward V11 were
exchanged between Wellfleet and Poldhu, England. Wireless communication quickly supplanted cable
communication, s it was eeser and chegpa to maintain. Cable operations were never abandoned,
however, and continued on Cgpe Cod a the French American Cable Station in Orleans, until the
gation was closed in 1956. Itis now amuseum (Darling 1988). The South Wellfleet Wirdess Station
was closed in 1917 for information security during World War |, and was never reopened due to its
obsolete equipment as technology rapidly expanded and to extensve s cliff erodon on the Ste (Kaye
1986). Shortly after its closure the gation was dismantled in the 1920s  Approximately 50 percent of
the dte hes eroded and little physical evidence remains. The dte is now a part of the Cape Cod
National Seeshore and wes listed on the National Register of Historic Flaces in 1975.

The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station in Chathamport was the direct successor to the South
Wellfleet station, carrying on and greetly expanding the globa communication promise edablished a
the older 5te. Because all the other early ingtallations no longer survive, the Chathamport gation isa
rare example of its resource type and period. It wes built in 1914 by the J. G. White Constmction
Company for the Marconi Wirdess Teegragph Company of America, a British-owned company, for
point-to-point transmisson between the United States and Europe. The Ste wes sdected as a more
topographically gable ste than South Wellfleet, but one possessad of similar advantageous attributes
for wirdess recelving. The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station is located on the tip of the
"dbow" of Cgpe Cod, a Ste which provided unobstmcted aocess to the Atlantic Ocesn and Europe.
Cape Cod was conddered a good location for trans-Atlantic and maritime radio dations because it is
30 miles from the mainland, surrounded by water and was free from industrid interference, all idedl
features for radio propagation and reception (Hall 1986). The cogt of constmction, excluding land
acquisition, was $300,000.

The Marconi company operated the Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station facility until the onset
of World War |. During World War |, the Marconi holdings came under the control of the U.S. Navy
for security reesons, and the South Wellfleet dation was dosed down in 1917. After the war, the U.S.
government, reluctant to have control of its communications in foreign hands, sought domedtic
ownership of the Marconi company. As aresult. Generd Electric, Wedinghouse Electric, American
Tdephone and Telegraph, and the United Emit Companies organized the Radio Corporation of
America (RCA) in 1919 and assumed control of the Marconi assats (Robinson, WCC/WIM 1966).
Radio Corporation of Americaformed a subgdiary, the Radiomarine Corporation of America, On
Decamber 31, 1927, to handle the expanding marine telegram budness (Robinson 1986). About 1929,
two primary factors changed the role of the Chatham dation from its initial function of point-to-point
tranamisson: the 1917 closure of the Marconi gation located in South Wellfleet, which handled ship-
to-shore trangmissons, and the transfer of al point-to-point activity to the new Radio

Co! **
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Centrd on Long Idand in New York in 1922 (RCA Globcom's Cgpe Cod... 1981). In the eaxly
19205 the Marconi-RCA Wirdless Receiving Station in Chatham abandoned point-to-point
communication and became the first RCA radio gation to handle only marine traffic, providing radio
communication between ships a sa and their agents, owners or cudomers on shore. In 1921, RCA

‘ ingaled the first conunercial marine vacuum tube transmitting gpparatus a the Chathamport

' trangmitting station, which greatly extended the range of marine coverage.  The range of the
Chathamport gation included the Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, North Sea, Mediterranean Seg,
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico. The gation continued the use of the Wellfleet call letters
WCC. "W" is the intemationa radio convention signifying the eest coast of North America, and "CC"
isfor Cgoe Cod. The dation initially usad only Intemational Morse Code to communicate with ships,
adding telex after 1950. Neverthedess, Morse Code remained the principal method used a
Chathamport even in the ege of satdllite communication technology, due to its reliability. During
World War I1, the Marconi-RCA gation was agan taken over by the U.S. Navy, which operated it
from 1942-1945.

The M£irconi-RCA Wireless Recalving Station participated in many noteble events. Operators there
maintained communications with the Richard E. Byrd expeditions to the South Pole in 1928-1930 ad
1933-1935. They adso communicated with the "Graf Zeppehn,” which mede the first trip around the
world by an airship (1929). The dation provided weather information to Anne and Charles Lindbergh
on their famous round-the-world flight (1933), and monitored the flights of Amelia Earhart, Wiley
Pog and Howard Hughes (1938) (RCA Globcom's Cepe Cod... 1981). The zeppdin "Hindenburg"
mede one of its lagt trangmissons to the dation in 1937, just before crashing in Lakehurst, New
Jersey. The Chathamport facility was aso the receiving station usad during the hijacking of the
Portuguese luxury ship SantaMariain the 1961 ("Morse Code Kept World in Touch...," 1961).

At its height of operations in the 1930sthrough the 1950s, the gtation employed over 30 employees
including radio operators, teletype operators, mantenance staff (riggers, machinists, grounds keepars
etc), and adminigrative staff. The station, which operated 24 hours a day, handled as many as 1,0(X)
messsges per day. Most were for commercid shippers, but oceen liners comprised a great percentage
of the traffic, especidly during the tourist seesons

When the Marconi-RCA Wirdess Transmitting Station was constmcted, transmitting and receiving
gations were built a least 25 miles gpart to reduce interference caused by the spark gep transmitting
goparaus used. All transmitting and receiving personnd were located a the receiving station. When
a tranamission was received by Morse Code from a ship, the operator conveyed the messegeto the
addressee and obtain a response, which was then keyed over leased phone circuits or wirdess radio
through the transmitting station to the ship a sea (Chatham Historicad Commission 1993).

<<
[ ]
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Chathamport's origind sger dation, housing two tube tranamitters, was located in Marion,
Massechusetts. The two gations were connected by a sygem of overland wires until 1937, when a
newly developed microwave beam sysem replaced the wires. Together, the transmitting station in
South Chatham and receiving station in Chetham conveyed ship information to owners and customers,
conveyed wegther conditions sent from ships to the U.S. Weather Bureau in Washington D.C., and hed
a free medical service and a didtress channd, dthough the Coagt Guard handled mog emergency cdlls
(Little 1980). The Chathamport gation was aso connected by wireto the main traffic office of RCA,
located in New York City.

In 1948, the Marion transmitting station wasreplaced by a new transmitting station built in South
Chatham, a mere three miles away from the receiving station. The Marion facility, was subsequently
*4 demolished. The new RCA Transmitting Station, South Chatham, located off Bay View Road in
coadtd marshes condds of the Colonial Reviva style, red brick Operations Building, awood-frame
generating shed, a wood-frame operator's resdence, and saverd antennatowers. This RCA
Transmitting Station a South Chatham is not included in this nomination, but may aso be eligible for
listing in the National Regiger when it reeches 50 years of ege

The J. G. White Company, which constmcted the Marconi-RCA Wirdless Receiving Station, as well &5
its dder transmitting dation in Marion, Massachusatts (demolished), and the Brant Rock Wirdess H
Station in Marshfield (demolished), was founded in 1890 by James Gilbert White, an enginesr, '
contractor and investment banker with a PhD. in eectrical engineering and physcs from Comell *o
Universty (National Cyclopaedia of American Biography 1916:157). White darted his career in 1885/
teaching physics a Nebraska University, leaving in 1837 to hdp found the Westem Enginesaring
Company, of which he was presdent (Civil Engineering, July 1942). He sold this company to the
Edison-United Manufacturing Company, and went to New York where he founded the first company
to bear his namein 1890. The contracting company grew and White expanded his busness i,
INJf*  intemationally with firms carrying his name in Canada and Great Britain. In 1913 he organized the
1 JG. White Engineering Corporation in New York. White's first mgjor achievement wes the
*  congmction of the Buffalo-NiagaraFdls Electric Railway, the first high-gpeed inter-urban line in the
- United States  Although primarily concemed with engineering. White did form a building constmction
" company in London, which built the Ritz Hotel, Roya Automobile Club, Waldorf Hotel and

Selfridge's Stores. A search of the National Register and historical documents suggests that the only
buildings White consmcted in the United States are assodated with his engineering projects. These
include a number of powerhouses, both gdeam and water-driven (National Cyclopaedia of American
Biography 1916:158). No other radio transmitting or receiving gations attributed to JG. White have
bemn located. 1n New England, J.G. White Company was assodaed with Charles T. Main, another
engineering company, in the constmction of the extensve hydrodectric facilities on the Deerfield
River in Vermont and Massechusetts  White dso founded the J.G. White Management Corporation,
which maneged a number of public service properties throughout the United States, including that of

(continued)
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sverd ges and dectric utility companies, railway companies, water works and ice manufacturing
plants (National Cyclopaedia of American Biography 1916:158).

The industrial-use buildings & the Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station, although technologicd in
function, are in a domegtic scade and fit well into their surroundings. The houses built for gation
operators are good examples of modest, early twentieth century residentid architecture in the
Craftsman Bungalow style. The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Recelving Station, the first Sation to
communicate exclusively with shipsa s is one of the only remaining wirdess dations on the eest
coadt, and despite the encroachment of residentia subdivisons, remains unusudly intact.

V  Inthe early days of wirdess conununication, sations required very large parcds of land for their

.J -x aiennae This station once goread west beyond Lover's Lake to Schoolhouse Pond, to accommodate
the dx original huge meg antennae, over 350 feet in height, st on huge concrete foundations. They
were s in aline mnning nearly eight miles across the Ste from northesst to southwest, and were

. composad of ged cylinders cut in quarter and half sections bolted together.  Connected in short

lengths by guy wires, the porcelain insulated madts were grounded to the concrete foundations by ded
cables The masts supported the directional antennae which received the radio 9gnds  Five of these
original mads were removed in 1919. The lagt was removed from the dte in 1954, after serving as a
landmark visible from land and sea for 40 years. When the large antennae became obsolete and were
removed, the land west of the lake was donated to the Chatham Consarvatiion Foundation, Inc. The
origina antennae were replaced by amdler, more modem antennae on the remaining land. Over the
years the gation hes s been the dte of severd experimentd antennae.

From 1927 to 1956, coagtd radio dations were under the control of Radiomarine Corporation. After
Augugt 31, 1956, the gations were shiftedto RCA Communications Incorporated, another subsidiary
of RCA (Hall 1986). RCA Communications changed its nameto RCA Globa Communicationsin
1968. Gengrd Electric bought RCA in 1985 (Timdine Chart, n.d.). RCA Globa Communications
was acquired by the communications giant MCl Telecommunications Corporation on May 16, 1988,
from Generd Electric (RCA Globcom's Cgpe Cod... 1981). MCI opeaated the Marconi-RCA Wirdess
Receiving Station, with twenty-three employees, until early 1993, when the company automated the

| dation to rday its Morse Code and tdex sgnds to its other wirdess gation located in Point Reyes,

;  Cdifomia The Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station is still owned by MCI, but is manned only
by a skdeton staff a the Operations Building. The other buildings are no longer in usee and gand
vacant. The town of Chatham and MCI arejointly sesking reuse proposds for the station which
would preserve and maintain the existing buildings.

(continued)
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Archaeologica Significance " : '

Although numerous prehistoric Stes have been recorded in the Chatham area, mogt lack descriptive
information beyond locationa factors and few have bean systematicaly dudied limiting their
interpretative value making mog surviving Stes in the area potentially significant. The documented

presence of a Native American archaeological dte dating from the Late Woodland and Contact Periods
6 within the wirdess gtation property demondrates the potentia of the property to provideinformation
important to our underganding of this agpect of Cgpe Cod's history. The reaults of previous work a
the Mattaguason Purchase Site (M48N6), outsde the nominated property's boundaries, indicates an
archaeological record of what gppears to have been a small ssesond campgte exigts that can contribute
to a growing body of data on the lifewaysand subssence and settlement pattems of Native
Americans, as well a on agpects of acculturation during the period of initial contact between the
Native Americans and Europeen <etlers.

Higtoric archaeologicd remains described above have the potentia to provide information on
Chatham's initial period of Colonia settlement including potential Native and European interaction.
Since no examples exist from this period, any surviving resources would be highly significant. Any
surviving resources from the 18th and 19th centuries would &so be significant by providing examples
of presently unknown land use pattems from these periods. Archaeological survivals relating to
Marconi-RCA use of the property are presently of limited ressarch value;, however, the locations of
these resources should be documented for future research reference.

- .. (end) . -
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References (cont.)

5) 19 418600 4616960
6) 19 418400 4616940

Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries of the nominated property conform to portions of the legdly recorded boundaries of
the presant Marconi-RCA Wirdess Receiving Station property, in four contiguous parcels,
encompassing 11.33 acres, as recorded on Town of Chatham assessor's maps, peges 10-1, 10-J, |11,
and 11-J (copies accompany the nomination) and recorded in the Bamaable County Records, Book
150, page 98, and in Land Certificate 20158. The boundaries follow property lines dong the smdler
parcds on the north Sde of Orleans Roa(JRte 28 and the south Sde of Old Comers Road. On the
two larger parcds north and south of Old Comers Road assodiated in recent decedes with the land-
holdings of MCI, the boundaries have been drawn following, to the west/southwest, a sarvice road and
a mantenance path, respectively. At the northwestem edge, the boundary leaves the sarvice road & a
point 120 feet from the southeest comer of the Main Operations Building to follow aline of
convenience 100 feet pardld to the reer of that building northwest to meat the northwestem property
line. See atached topo and dte mgps

Boundary Justification:

The property boundaries were sdected to encompeass all of the historic buildings of the wirdess gation
complex and are the boundaries for the contiguous portion of the dation property which contain all
buildings of historical significance. The nomination does not include portions of the property that do
not contain buildingsor smctures that are a leedt fifty years of age nor portions of the original
property which are not contiguous with the nominated property. Sse atached mgps The
noncontiguous parcds once contained antenna towers and are now in sgparate ownership.

(end)
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MAP/PARCEL MHC# HISTORIC NAME

(1976 Asesor's)

11J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

113/ 150/98

[1J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

UJ/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

UJ/ 150/98

uUJ/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

11J/ 150/98

UJ/ 150/98

TOTAL RESOURCES

Main Operations Building
Powerhouse

Gaage

Antenna Tower

Antenna Tower

Antenna Tower
Batchelor's Quarters/Hoted
Single Family Resdence
Single Family Resdence
Single Family Resdence
Single Family Resdence
Single Family Resdence
Single Family Resdence
Shed/Engine House
Sawege Filter Beds

13 Contributing,

10 Contributing Buildings
3 Contributing Structures

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STREET ADDRESS

&47 OrieansRoad

784 Orieans Road

north of Powerhouse

behind garage

near Operations Building
end of Ryder's Cove Road
831 Orieans Road

589 Old Comers Road

595 Old Comers Road

563 Old Comers Road

568 Old Comers Road

576 Old Comers Road

579 Old Comers Road

wes of Operations Building
wes of Operations Building

2 Noncontributing

1 Noncontributing Building
1 Noncontributing Structure

Poge lofl

DATE

1914

1914

1921

1921

1921

1914

1914

1914

1914

1914

1914

1914

1950s

1950s

STATUS STYLE
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Z
0
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Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Craftsaman

Craftsman

Craftanan

Craftsman

Craftsman

Craftsaman

Craftsaman

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

TYPE
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July 5, 1994

N18691
Carol Shul| }
National Register of Historic Places INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DMISION i
Department of the lnterior NATIONAL PARK SERVICE j

National Park Service
P Q Box 37127
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find the following nomination form

Mar coni - RCA W reless Receiving Station, Ol dConers Road and Orleans
Road, Chatham (Barnstable County), Massachusetts, 02633.

The nomination has been voted eligible by theState Review Boardand
has been signed by t heState Historic Preservation Officer, Owner s
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days
before the meeting andwere afforded the opportunityt ocoment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

enclosure
ccC: Nor man Pacun, Chairman, Chatham Historical Comm ssion

Jeffery Fryar, Chairman, Chatham Board of Selectmen
Virginia Adans & Any McFetters-Krone, The Public Archaeology Lab,

Barbara Siemer, Ml International, Il nc.
Kenneth Lassing, MCl International, |l nc.
W lliam G Constable, Attorney at Law

Paul McGinley, MG nley Hart & Associates
Mar garet Swanson, Planner, Town of Chat ham
Sarah Korjeff, Planner, Cape Cod Conmm ssion

Masssdusdtis Higorica Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
& Boyldon Sredt, Bogon, Masssdhusits 021164802 (617) 727-8470 Fax: (617) 7275128 TDD: 1-800-302-6090

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



