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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Marysville post office is located two blocks east of the commercial center of the
town, and is surrounded by several 19th century buildings. Marysville and Yuba
County have no locally designated historic districts, and the property is not within
a designated National Register district.

The post office is in excellent structural condition and is being well maintained.

Extensive additions were made in 1978-1981, though the original facade and south
elevations were unaffected. The lobby was re-modeled during the same period.;

The remodeling extensively damaged the historic integrity of the interior. The
original service windows were removed and replaced with a service counter, and

the original lobby lights were replaced with florescent: fixtures. The exterior
additions were more sensitive to the original style of the building. The new concrete
walls are faced with brick matching the color and texture of the original, and casts
of the terracotta ornament over the original windows were placed on the new walls.

The original building is an early example of the Starved Classical style. The facade
is rigidly symmetrical, about an axis centered in the front entrance, and is divided
into three parts. The central portion containing the front entrance is recessed
about two feet from the wings on either side. A large terracotta relief is placed
over the door and depicts an eagle perched on a stylized Corinthian capital. The
front entrance is flanked by two windows on each side, each of which has a geo-
metric terracotta moulding topped by a ihexagonal terracotta plaque. The plaques,
from north to south, depect three airplanes, a sailing ship, a steam ship and a loco-
motive. All of the sculpture is rendered in the conservative, art-deco inspired
abstraction characteristic of the OSA. A window is placed in each of the projecting
wings and is topped with an hexagonal plaque containing an eagle. The cornice is
marked with a terracotta belt course, moulded with a triangular motif.. The top
portion of the belt course contains large, stylized "dentils" reminiscent of the dentil
mouldings of Greek and Roman Architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Though the building has been the victim of recent addltlons and alterations,
the structure retains significant integrity of location, design, settmg, assocxatpon

» and feeling. It is an excellent example of the early Starved Classical style and
contains notable examples of craftsmanship, particularly in its brickwork. In addition,
the building has considerable local importance as the first federal building in Marys-
ville. The decorative terracotta panels appear to have been designed in the office
of the Supervising Architect and are craftsmanly executed in a style of the design

output of the office in the early thirties.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The original structure is bounded on the south by Fourth Street and on the
west by C Street. The original lot has a uniform depth of 160' from each
frontage. The Yuba County assessor records the site as lots 1 & 2, block 243,

of the "Old City" subdivision.
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