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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Humboldt Cave lies 4,280 feet above sea level near the southern end of
the West Humboldt Mountain Range in Churchill County, Nevada. The cave

is today about 6 miles and- 220 feet above the bed of a 1
water sink known as the Humboldt Sink.

}The cave opening is approximately 8' tall and 6' wide.

arge brackish

(see photo

‘below). The cave itself is between 30 to 40 feet deep and averages 8'

wide.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Humboldt Sink area was one of the first areas west of the rockies
inhabited by man. Human habitation covering a span of approximately
11,000 years has been established by study of cultural materials
recovered from the caves and rock shelters on the border of Humboldt
Sink.

The "Humboldt Culture'" prevailed from about 9,000 B.C. to 5000 B.C., the
"Leonard Culture" from 5000 B.C. to 2000 B.C. and the "Lovelock Culture'"
from 2000 B.C. to 1000 A.D.

‘The Humboldt Cave was first excavated by scientists from the UnlverS1ty

of California in 1936, Rich cultural deposits showed that it was in use
during late '"Lovelock Culture" perlod from about 1000 B.C. to 1000 A.D.
The people who lived here were in touch with others in California and in
the southwest, because articles that came from these distant places,
such as beads, baskets, and pipes, were found in the cave.

Additional specific data can be extrack from the following two
professional papers:

1. The Archaeology of Humboldt Cave, Churchill County, Nevada,
' Huzer, R. F. and Kruger, A. D., Uni. of Cal., Publication
in American Archaeology and Ethnology. Vol. 47, Uni. of
Cal. Press, Berkeley 1956.

2. Report of the University of California Archaeology Survey,
No. 33, Paper 42, Huzer, R. F. 'Recent Cave Exploration
in the Lover Humboldt Valley, Nevada,'" with addendum,
Uni. of Cal., Archaeological Survey, Uni. of Cal. BerKeley
1956.




Nevada Historical Sltes by Brooke D.

Biological and Cultural Evidence
From Prehlstorlc Human Coprolites By Robert F. HE1zer and Lewis K. Napson

Mordy and Donald L. McCaughey
Churchill County - page 9 and 10

e A o g SOy WALy, |O|  OEFINING THE CENTER RoINT OF A PRORERTY
. R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE - LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dearees inutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes “-conds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds ’}",:

NW 39 o v 1118 @ 4_3 ' 29 " o ' " o ' wol

NE 33 ) 55 gl 118 ¢ }3 + 10 »

SE _j o L 118 - ;: ' 10 "

SW 39 o b2 ' h‘-? "o l 18 O‘ E ’ 29 "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 404::1‘?35

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES s
STATE: ; copDE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: coDE CODE

1T COUNTY:

STATE: CODE

COUNTY: COéE

NAME AND TITLE.:»A o ,%\’_m ] DATE:
Roger L. Mertens ol Area Manager 10-9-73
,ausmass ADDRESS: )
Bureau of Land Management ,
STREET AND NUMBER: : PHONE: 6~
Highway 40 East 623-3676
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Winnemucca Nevada 32

State Ljaison Officer regommendation:
zés

{1 No o

[:] None

State Lialson Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom=

Title

-1 hereby certify that this propert}} is included in the :

National Register,

|| Bottng

Director, Offjffe of Archeologlf a Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

P«L:t? Kt

; Keaper of The National Reg

Date 3"' 14"'74

ter

GPO 938-449

"

SNOILONYLSNI IS

R TARINENS

M



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE Nevada,
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTYChuI'chill
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

" . ENTRY NUMBER § DATE
(Continuation Sheet) >

(Number all entries)

7. Description

Formed by the vertical faulting of a breccia cliff during the Tertiary,
Humboldt Cave was once flooded by Pleistocene Lake Lahontan. The lake laid
a tufa seal over the inside of the cave, preserving the walls from weathering.
A gravel talus slope extends from the front of the cave. Prior to excava=
tion in 1936 by the University of California, Berkeley, the undisturbed
cultural layers of the cave were covered by. three to six feet of bat ~uano.
The cave is surrounded by the hich desert scrub typical of the Great
Basin. Sagebtrush and shadscale are the principle veszetation types in the
area. Until recently, the brackish water of Humboldt Sink supported a certain
amount of marshy vegetation and its associated wildlife. The presence of
water in this part of Wevada has long made the 3ink and its environs a camping
place for Indlan tribes,

The HumboldtCave property lies on private land in a region of public/private
checkerboard land ownership. The U. S. Bureau of Land Management has recog-
nized the superlative value of Humboldt Cave. In cognizance that the BIM

land management policies directly and intimately affect the contiguous privatel
owned lands, thlS agency is nominating Humboldt Cave to the National Register
to assure that Federal plans and programs contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of non-Federally owned sites, structures, and objects of historical
architectural, or archeological 81gn1f1cance.
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8. Significance

Humboldt Cave 1s beins nominated to the National Reglster primarily
btecause of the valuable archeological material recovered from it.

Humboldt Cave is one of a number of prehistorically occupied dry caves
in the Humboldt Sink area. Archeolosical resources in the rezion are im-
portant not only because of their age (up to 11,000 years old), but also
because of the rerfectly preserved perishable artifacts to be found in the
dry caves.

Humboldt Cave, which was first excavated in 1936 by University of Cal~
ifornia archaeolosists, richly illustrates the late "Lovelock Culture"
(0 ~=~ A.D. 900), The people who occupied the cave were economically de=-
pendent on the sradually receding Humboldt Lake. Tts marshy environment
provided the inhabitants with fish, waterfowl, seeds, tules, and other water
plants. frass and bark-lined caches found in the cave deposits containing
duck decoys, a bird-skin robe, waterfowl remains, and rush mats, show the
importance of the lake enviromment., The surrounding deserlt ecosystem was
also exploited, as can be scen from Apocynum {ibre bags, deer or antelope
skin pouches, fur robes, and animal bones discovered in the cave fill.
Trade or cultural contact with both the Southwest and California west of
the Sierras is apparent from certain artifact assemblazes of Humboldt Cave.

The well preserved cultural remains of the prehistoric peoples who once
occupied Humboldt Cave and the surrounding region serve to illustrate "the
amazingly efficient human utilization of the measzer and forbidding envi-
ronment" of western Nevada (Heizer and Krieger; 1956,p.7). The cave
deserves to be included on the National [istoric Heglster because of the im-
porbant scientific and cultural data retrieved from it,
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