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The Post Office at Centerville is a T-plan Georgian/Federal Revival
building, completed in 1904. The high foundation is faced with
dressed limestone block, set in running bond. Walls are of dark
red brick, with quoined corners. The main block is five bays wide
and three deep. The rear mass (to which a low brick addition was
made on the west side in 1932) was in original form square, three
bays on each side. Windows and the main entrance are set within large
round keystone arches of brick. Windows flanking the entrance are
tripartite, with 6/6 sash. These and the entrance are topped with
fanlights. Elsewhere on the building, windows are 6/6 sash beneath
jack-arch lintels, and are centered in panels of brick which fill
the arches. The main roof is a high hip, with a wooden modillion
cornice and decorative, narrow frieze. The roof was originally
tiled, with a central cupola and balustrade around the edge.

An enclosed loading dock was added to the west side of the

rear mass in 1951.

The principal interior feature is the lobby, a rectangular space
with a 20' ceiling. A wood vestibule serving the entry doors
protrudes into the space. Walls are divded regularly by wood
panel pilasters topped with wooden arches. Cornice moldings
below the ceiling give a coved effect. The wall between the
lobby and the workroom is a series of arches, with clerestory
windows divided into many lights. The workroom is divided into
two areas by a series of tall archways. The postmaster's office
is Jocated in the northeast corner.

At the present time, the Appanoose County Historical Society
is negotiating with the Postal Service in an attempt to acquire
the building for use as a county museum.
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The Post Office at Centerville is a fine example of Georgian/Federal
Revival architecture, characterized by symmetrical facades, tripartite
windows, fanlights, and the rhythm of the tall, round arches.- The . .
lobby, with its arcaded wall separating it from the work area, is

a most distinctive feature.

The post office was completed in 1904, from designs by the architectural
section of the U.S. Treasury Department which was then under the
supervision of James Knox Taylor. The building was among those featured
in the catalog of the Annual Exhibit of the Washington Architectural

Club for 1904.
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The Post Office is one of three public buildings in Centerville located
in or near the commercial center which stand as focal points in this
county seat town. Most prominent is the Romanesque Revival Appanoose
County Courthouse, completed the same year as the Post Office and located
on the public square one block north of the latter building. The Drake
Free Public Library, 1} blocks east of the Post Office, was completed in
1901. It is executed in a simplified Beaux Arts style, of brick with
stone trim. The three buildings, courthouse, post office and library,
together suggest the variety of architectural influences, particularly
for public edifices, popular at the turn of the;ggqgury.

It is also worth noting that the use of Greek Revival for post office
buildings of that time was relatively infrequent. Far more prevalent

_ was the “Beauwx—Arts, still to be seen in many courthouses, libraries
and other public buildings in lowa communities.
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Legal Description:

Lot One (1), Block Three (3), in Shields Addition to Centerville,
Appanoose County, lowa, except the portion described as commencing at
the southeast corner of Lot One in Block Three in Shields Addition

to the City of Centerville, lowa, running North 8.4 feet to a point;
thence west 100 feet to a point in the easterly line of Lot Two; thence
south with the said easterly line of Lot Two a distance of 8.4 feet

to the northwest corner of Lot Four; thence east with the north line
of said Lot Four 100 feet to the point or place of beginning.

The east half of Lot Two, Block Three, in Shields Addition to
Centerville, Appanoose County, lowa.

Commencing at the northeast corner of Lot One in Block Three in
Shields Addition to the City of Centerville, lowa, thence North 8.4
feet, thence west 150 feet, thence west 150 feet, thence south 8.4
feet, thence east to place of beginning.



