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other names/site number ___Fessenden Flementary School
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street & number ___4200 N.W. 90th Street N/A] not for publication -
city or town __QOcala N/2(] vicinity
state ___Florida code __FL county __ Marion code _083 zip code 34482-1542

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this X1 nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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ationally (X state Z)de [ 1ocally. (L1 See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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4. National Park Service Certification

Date of Action
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[ determined eligible for the
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[ See continuation sheet.
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National Register.
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5. Classification™ -} .. { 15 -

Ownership of Property --- -Categpry of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

] private L AR W building(s)

&I public-local X1 district

[J public-State [ site

[ public-Federal : O structure
[J object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 9 buildings
sites
1 structures
objects
4 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

___Education/School Education/School
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Spanish Colonial Revival foundation Concrete
walls Stone
roof Clay Tile
other Concrete: Porch

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Kl A Propenty is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

1 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark “x’ in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(1 B removed from its original location.

J € a birthplace or grave.

1 D a cemetery.

] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[0 F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

" . Black

Education

Period of Significance
1931-1946

Significant Dates
1931

1946

Significant Person
(Compilete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
IInknowm.
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(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
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[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
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#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
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[ Other
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
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The 0l1d Fessenden Academy Historic District comprises an
approximately 15 acre tract of land containing eight permanent
buildings and one grave site located on the campus of Fessenden
Elementary School at 4200 N.W. 90th Street in Ocala, Florida.

The contributing resources in the district include three
buildings and the burial site of Ferdinand S. Fessenden. There
are four permanent noncontributing structures, one of which is
only a small storage shed. Also located in the district are five
temporary structures used as offices and classrooms. All but one
of the permanent buildings are one-story masonry structures. The
exception is the school gymnasium, which is two stories in
height.

Supporting Narrative

Although found within the city limits of Ocala, the school
property lies in a rural section of Marion County near the
unincorporated community of Martin, about nine miles northwest of
downtown Ocala. The three contributing buildings are Chapman
Hall (Photos 1-7), the old Union Elementary School Building
(Photos 8-11) , and the Walthall Technical Arts building (Photos
12-15). Chapman Hall and the Union Elementary School were
erected in 1931. The Walthall Technical Arts Building was
constructed in 1946. The noncontributing permanent buildings are
the "new" classroom (Photo 16), gymnasium (Photo 17), and
cafeteria (Photo 18) buildings, all of which were erected in
1962. The 0ld Union Elementary School building is vacant and is n
a deteriorated condition. The five "temporary" buildings (Photos
3, 19-20) have only recently been set up on campus to provide
additional office and classroom space. Four of these are located
immediately east of the gymnasium. The other is found just west
of the north wing of Chapman Hall.

The school building that was located on the property in 1868
was a one room, 16’ X 16’ log cabin that had only one door and
one window. This structure lasted until 1886, when it was
replaced by a four room log building. This facility survived
only four years before being superseded by a large, two-story,
wood frame building. The structure measured 50’ X 50’ at the
base. Historical photographs of the school building show that
the facility could compare well with those built for white
children in many communities in America and was furnished in the
most modern style and well equipped. A two-story, wood frame
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residence was constructed in 1890 to house teachers. These two
buildings remained the only major structures on the property
until the beginning of the twentieth century.

Other buildings erected after 1900 were replaced in 1931
with the construction of Chapman Hall and the Union Elementary
School Building. The Waltham Arts Technical Building was the
last building erected before Fessenden Academy was purchased by
the Marion County School Board in 1952. The buildings existing
on the grounds at that time were:

Name Function

1. Chapman Hall Classrooms/Administraion
2. Walthall Technical Arts Building Classroom

3. Union School Building Classroon

4. Brownlee Hall Boys’ Dormitory

5. Carnegie Hall Girl’s Dormitory

6. Ranney Hall Cafeteria/ Teachers’

Apartments

7. Chase Cottage Principal’s Residence
8. Director’s Residence Director’s Residence
9. Dairy Barn Agricultural School
10. Heating plant Winter Heating
Contributi ildi

All three of the contributing buildings (Chapman Hall,
Walthall Technical Arts Building, and the 0ld Union School
Building) are basically Spanish Revival style buildings
constructed of native stone that came from a quarry located about
one mile south of the campus. The flooring and interior finishes
of the historic buildings were constructed of oak, and the walls
were plaster over lath. Of the three buildings, Chapman Hall
retains most of its original features. The plan of the building
resembles a capital "E" lying on its back. The gable roof is
covered with clay tile, and the primary windows are double hung
wood sashes with 15/15 lights. The central block of the building
contains offices, classrooms, the library, and restrooms. The
wings contain classrooms and storage areas. The main entrance to
Chapman Hall is a large double door framed by cast concrete
quoins. The door opens into a foyer and the main hall
immediately in front of the library which originally served as an
auditorium. This U-shaped hallway connects the classrooms in the
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wings with the major spaces in the central block of the building.
The rear of the south wing abuts the Walthall Building.

The ground plan of Walthall resembles a capital "F". The
central block is similar in appearance to Chapman Hall, but the
large rear (west) wing is stuccoed masonry and has an arched
loggia running along its east elevation. Walthall retains its
original windows only on the main facade of the east wing. Most
of the other windows in the structure have been enclosed and
covered by stucco or replaced with single pane fixed windows.
This change was made to make air conditioning of the building
more efficient. The clay tile that once covered the cross gable
roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles. The northern end
of Walthall is connected to Chapman Hall. The center section of
Walthall features a shallow, front gable pavilion on the main
facade that breaks the space into three main bays. Flanking the
double doors of the main entrance are 9/9 light double hung sash
windows each of which has a transom with three vertical lights.
The "wings"™ of the facade have wider 9/9 light windows and
transoms with four vertical lights.

The 0ld Union Elementary School Building is a one-room
building about the size of the center section of the Walthall
Building. The rectangular plan building, however, is in a
seriously deteriorated state since it has been abandoned for
several decades. All of its window are missing, and the interior
flooring and ceiling materials have been removed. The clay tile
that once covered the roof was replaced in the past by asbestos
shingles that are now badly weathered. Nevertheless, the basic
structure remains sound, and the building could be restored or
renovated.

Fessenden Grave Site

The burial plot of Ferdinand Stone Fessenden (Photos 21-22)
lies about 100 feet east of the main entrance of Chapman Hall,
near the western edge of the green space enclosed by the traffic
circle of the driveway of Fessenden Elementary School. The
driveway and circle (Photos 23-25) have been in existence at
least since the late 1940s. The granite monument stands about
four feet high and consist of a rectangular slab resting on a
rusticated, two stage base and surmounted by a simple pedimented
cap. The narrow sides of the slab and pediment are rusticated,
but the front and back of the slab are smooth and the one facing
Chapman Hall has engraved in its surface the words "F.S.
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Fessenden -- Died May 16, 1899 -- Age 67 Years." Immediately
below the slab, on the second tier of the base, the word
"Fessenden" stands out in low relief. The marker is surrounded
by a circle of small shrubs but has no other objects defining the
limits of the burial area.

P nent No ntri Buildings

1. (o} Ca ria: Constructed in 1962, this low, one-
story building has masonry screen walls that enclose a metal
frame structure. The major elevations have small metal awning
windows in each of its major bays. The building has no stylistic
or decorative details.

2. Gymnasium: This two-story building is also constructed
of a metal frame cloaked on the exterior by brick. Its most
distinctive feature is the roof, which is composed of a series of
stressed concrete arches that are cantilevered out over the side
elevations to provide shelter for the clerestory windows. The
building was erected in 1962.

3. New Classroom: Also dating from 1962, this building is
similar in form and construction to the cafeteria but has large
banks of metal awning windows in each of its main wall bays.

4. Storage Shed: Located at the south side of the green
space bordered by the circular drive is a small, one-story
equipment shed. This rectangular plan, stuccoed masonry building
has a gable roof and no windows. Metal double doors provide
access to the structure on its north elevation.

ildings

The five "temporary" buildings have only recently been set
up on the grounds of the elementary school. All but one of these
are metal frame and skin modular structures similar in appearance
to contemporary "single wide" mobile homes. One building is a
small wood frame structure with a gable roof. All of the
temporary buildings rest on concrete pier foundations.
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Summary Paragraph

The 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District is significant
at the state level under criterion A in the areas of Education
and African~-American Ethnic Heritage for its contribution to the
education and social welfare of the black citizens of Florida.
Fessenden was founded in 1868 as a school for the children of
local freedmen and eventually achieved renown as a preparatory
boarding school that served not only children from all parts of
Florida but those from other states as well. 1In 1952 Fessenden
Academy ceased operation as a private institution and became part
of the Marion County public school system. The period of
significance for the district spans only the years from 1931 to
1946, covering the construction dates of the only buildings
surviving from the years before Fessenden Academy closed its
doors. Today Fessenden is a fully integrated public elementary

school.

Historical Context

The plantation system that had flourished in Marion County
before the beginning of the Civil War depended upon the labor of
black slaves whose freedom from bondage came not with the
Emancipation Proclamation issued by President Abraham Lincoln on
September 23, 1862 but arrived only with victorious Union forces
after the surrender of the Confederacy nearly three years later.
Their newly acquired liberty did not immediately improve the lot
of the freedmen. Many became sharecroppers, often working for
their former masters, so that no tangible change in their social
status or financial position was realized. The education of
slaves had been forbidden in Florida during the antebellum era,
and training in vocational and business skills would be essential
if freedmen were to make real progress and control their own
destiny.

In 1868, almost before most of the former slaves of Marion
County had adjusted to their newly acquired liberty, a group of
Negro citizens led by Thomas B. Ward established a small school
for black children at the settlement of Martin, located
approximately nine miles north of the town of Ocala. The
primitive log building housed the first institution of its kind
in Florida. The founders of the school at first had no educators
among themselves and persuaded young white women from
Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire to come
to Ocala and provide the students with the rudiments of an
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education. The first African-American teacher was appointed in
1877, and the school was staffed by black teachers until
Fessenden ceased to be a private institution in the 1950s.

A larger wood frame building was erected in 1886 to house
the approximately 300 students that now crowded into the school.
It was scarcely four years later that Ferdinand Stone Fessenden,
a wealthy businessman from Boston, Massachusetts, moved to the
area and became interested in the efforts of Negroes to educate
themselves. Fessenden purchased building materials and equipment
for three buildings, and the people provided their labor. 1In
this way Fessenden Academy was born. The new buildings were a
classroom, a shop, and a teachers’ cottage. Ferdinand Fessenden
died in 1899 and at his request was buried on the school campus
in front of the main building. The burial site and marker still
occupy a place of honor in front of Chapman Hall.

In 1890 it became necessary to seek continuing financial
support from either public or private funds. Fessenden and
community citizens petitioned the American Missionary Association
to sponsor the school, which it did. The organization had been
founded in 1846 to work for the abolition of slavery in America,
and after the Civil War set as its goal the improvement of the
conditions in which freedmen found themselves. Although the
school had been founded solely to educate the children of former
slaves in Marion County, under the guidance of the American
Missionary Association, Fessenden grew between 1890 and 1946 into
a boarding school serving the entire state of Florida and
received some students from other states as well.

The curriculum emphasized both liberal arts and vocational
studies. Some courses allowed students to prepare for a college
education, while others were designed to provide training for
commercial or vocational pursuits requiring only a high school
diploma. By 1950, the school complex had grown to ten buildings.
These included classrooms, an administration building, shops, and
dormitories. 1In 1952, the school was purchased by the Marion
County School Board for use as a public high school. The old
dormitories and some of the other structures were either
demolished or were destroyed by fire.

Only three buildings survive from the era when Fessenden was
a private academy. These are Chapman Hall, the 0l1d Union
Elementary School Building, and the Walthall Technical Arts
Building. The first two structures were erected in 1931, while



:;?35 )Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

0ld Fessenden Academy
Historic District
3 Ocala, Marion County

Section number —__8 Page cala,
Significance

the latter was constructed in 1946. The old elementary school
building is no longer in use. 1In 1962 three new buildings were
added to the campus. These were the cafeteria, the gymnasium,
and elementary school building. Fessenden ngh School became
Fessenden Middle School in 1970 with the completion of the new
North Marion High School. 1In 1975, it became Fessenden
Elementary School when North Marlon Middle School opened its
doors. Nothing remains of any of the school buildings erected
before 1931 except for a few foundations and scattered bits of
construction materials.

Criteri Conside i

Fessenden Academy merits listing in the National Register
because of the outstanding role it played in the education of
African-American children before 1954, when the U.S. Supreme
court ended legal racial segregation in public schools. Although
its biggest impact upon African-American education was felt in
Florida, the influence of Fessenden Academy extended beyond the
Florida state line. The school provided black children from all
parts of the nation with the opportunity to prepare for a college
education or acquire skills for employment in a variety of
technical or commercial fields upon receiving a high school
diploma from Fessenden academy.

As a boarding school, Fessenden provided a wholesome and
supportive atmosphere in whlch the students could acquire the
self-esteem necessary to confront a competitive and often hostile
society. Although the Walthall Technical Arts Building was
constructed in 1946 and is, therefore, less than 50 years old, it
should be included as a contributing property in the historic
district because it dates from the period when Fessenden Acadenmy
was still in operation. It was the last building erected on the
campus, but is similar in construction techniques and style to
Chapman Hall and the Old Union Elementary School Building.
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Boundary Description

The boundaries of the 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District are
those shown on the map of the district included with this
nomination proposal.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the 0l1d Fessenden Academy Historic District
encompass all of the architectural resources that survive from
the period that the private institution was known as Fessenden
Academy. Also included are the grave of F.S. Fessenden, the main
driveway and the greenspace bounded by the traffic circle.

Enough of the campus has been included to allow for the
landscaping surrounding the buildings, but the district
boundaries do not take in all of the property historically
occupied by Fessenden Academy or presently associated with
Fessenden Elementary School.
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6. West Elevation, Looking East
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6. West Elevation, Looking Southeast
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1. Chapman Hall, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District
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6. South Elevation, Looking Northwest
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1. Union Elementary School, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic
District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Ira Holmes

4. 1992

5. Historic Ocala Preservation Society

6. North and West Elevations, Looking Southeast

7. Photo No. 8 of 25
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2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
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3. Ira Holmes

4, 1992

5. Historic Ocala Preservation Society

6. Main (East) Facade, Looking West

7. Photo No. 12 of 25
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1. Walthall Building, 0l1d Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Main (East) Facade, Looking West

7. Photo No. 13 of 25

1. Walthall Building, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4., 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Main (East) Facade and North Elevation, Looking Southwest

7. Photo No. 14 of 25

1. Walthall Building, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Rear (East) Elevation, Looking Northeast

7. Photo No. 15 of 25

1. New Classroom, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Ira Holmes

4. 1992

5. Historic Ocala Preservation Society

6. North Elevation, Looking South

7. Photo No. 16 of 25

1. Gymnasium, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Ira Holmes

4, 1992

5. Historic Ocala Preservation Society

6. North Elevation, Looking South

7. Photo No. 17 of 25
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1. CcCafeteria, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Ira Holmes

4. 1992

5. Historic Ocala Preservation Society

6. North Elevation, Looking South

7. Photo No. 18 of 25

1. Temporary Buildings, 0l1ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. East and North Elevations, Looking Northwest

7. Photo No. 19 of 25 '

1. Temporary Buildings, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida '

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. East and North Elevations, Looking Southwest

7. Photo No. 20 of 25

1. Fessenden Gravestone, 0l1d Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4, 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. West and South Elevations, Looking Northeast

7. Photo No. 21 of 25

1. Fessenden Gravestone, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. West Elevation, Looking East

7.

Photo No. 22 of 25
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1. Circle Drive, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Looking East from steps of Chapman Hall

7. Photo No. 23 of 25

1. CcCircle Drive, 0l1ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Looking West toward Chapman Hall

7. Photo No. 24 of 25

1. Circle Drive, 0ld Fessenden Academy Historic District

2. Fessenden Elementary School, 4200 N.W. 90th St., Ocala
(Marion County), Florida

3. Carl Shiver

4. 1994

5. Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation

6. Looking East from Center of Greenspace

7. Photo No. 25 of 25



